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Dear Rockaway Township School Community,

I regret to inform the community that today I provided the Board of Education with notification of my
resignation.  July 1st of this year marked the start of the third year of my three year contract, therefore I needed
to begin exploring opportunities beyond June, 2022.

The past three years serving the Rockaway Township school community represent some of the most rewarding
and fulfilling years of my career.  Rockaway Township is truly blessed with highly talented and deeply
dedicated school leaders, teachers, and staff.   Working alongside them was a privilege and honor.  I will miss
them greatly.

Over the past three years we accomplished a lot together. We designed and implemented new universal
screening protocols for all students in grades K - 8.  These screeners are providing our educators and families
with valuable data about student growth three times each school year.  They represent the backbone of new and
robust tiered intervention services we built and implemented in all schools.  Together, we also implemented a
new balanced literacy program across all five elementary schools and this past year we implemented new math
curricular resources in all schools including on-line math intervention services.

On the horizon, a new media literacy design thinking curriculum will be fully implemented this fall with two
new 3-D printers installed at every elementary school and a new design thinking elective course will launch at
Copeland in a newly refurbished design thinking lab space.  We are also launching expanded preschool services
during the 21-22 school year and piloting a new co-teaching model at Birchwood.

In demonstrating our school leaders, teachers, and staff deep commitment to their students and families social
and emotional development, over the past two years every Rockaway Township school earned national
recognition for their character education programs. Never have these values been more needed in our schools
and Rockaway Township should take great pride in the healthy, positive, and supportive school communities
our leaders, teachers, and staff create.

With regard to ensuring our schools are safe and secure for all, we continued our successful partnership with the
Township to place a Class III Officer in every elementary school.  We are also in the final stages of installing a
new water treatment system at KDM aligned with contemporary New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection regulations, no small feat.  This year, a new window project and HVAC system project are set to
launch at DBO which will continue into the summer of 2022.
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All the above work and more is described in greater detail in our strategic plan which can be found on our
website so the community can monitor the district’s progress toward various goals and priorities.

In short, the Rockaway Township schools are on the move with highly talented leaders, teachers, and staff at the
helm.  I will do all that is necessary to ensure both a smooth transition of leadership and opening of schools in
September.

In closing, I would like to once again thank the community for your ongoing support especially during this past
school year when we navigated the difficult conditions of the pandemic together.  We succeeded at safely
reopening our schools with full days of instruction last September due in large part to your support, cooperation,
and understanding.  I am confident the future of the Rockaway Township School District is brighter than ever.

Warmest Regards,

Peter Turnamian, Ed. D.
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