
AGENDA 
Maynard School Committee  

Thursday, August 19, 2021, 7:00 pm 
Remote Meeting 

(The School Committee may vote on all items listed on this agenda) 
Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the 
safety of all participants.  The public will not be allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting; 
video and audio will be turned off for the public. This meeting will be held via a virtual meeting (internet) 
using Zoom Technology.  

All members of the public are invited to join the meeting virtually either by computer (internet) or phone at: 

Computer Option: Join Zoom Meeting (video)      https://zoom.us/j/91572875882 Password:  SC2122 
Choose to use Computer Audio, or join by phone at the number below: 
Phone Option:  1-646-558-8656   Meeting ID: 915 7287 5882  Password: 448260 
View further instructions here:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Meeting 
Meeting materials will be found on the website under School Committee - Agenda or  https://bit.ly/37KasFh  

 
MGL 30A, Sec.20:(f) After notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of 
an open session of a meeting of a public body or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to 
reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement, and operation of equipment used so as not to 
interfere with the conduct of the meeting. At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform other attendees of 
any recordings. 

 
I. Call to order - roll call of members  
II. Approval of Minutes 
III. Acceptance of Warrants 
IV. Urgent Business  
V. Citizens’ Comments (15 mins; IO) 
VI. Superintendent’s Report (15 mins; IO) 

a. Introduction of GM & Fowler Assistant Principals 
b. COVID Safety & School Re-opening Guidance 
c. Preliminary School Re-entry Plan 
d. GMBC Feasibility Study 

VII. Chair’s Report (15 mins; IO) 
a. Sesquicentennial Celebration Fireworks 
b. Human Relations Committee - Kathleen Fitzgerald, HRC Chair 
c. Other information 

VIII. Other Business 
a. AVLL Softball/Keenan Field presentation - Jay Raschi (10 mins; I/D) 
b. ASPEN SIS - Presentation by Adam Steiner (15 mins; IO) 
c. 2021-22 Masking Policy - EBFCA Update from MASC (20 mins; I/D/VR) 

IX. Subcommittee Members’ Reports (12 mins; IO) 
a. Elizabeth Albota   b.  Mary Brannelly 
c. Hilary Griffiths   d.  Natasha Rivera 

X. Adjournment 
 

*IO [Info Only], P [Presentation], D [Discussion], or VR [Vote Required] 
 
 
 

 Chairperson:  Lydia Clancy 
 Posted by:  Colleen Andrade 
 Date:  8/16/21 
  

https://zoom.us/j/91572875882
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Meeting
https://bit.ly/37KasFh
Rmaynard
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Maynard School Committee 

Virtual Meeting Public Comment Guidelines 
  
Here are the general rules for the Committee's public comment period: 

 1. Any citizen wishing to make a comment during a virtual meeting may do so by: 
a.  Emailing comments in advance and up until the Citizens’ Comments 
agenda item to comments4SCmeeting@maynard.k12.ma.us.You must 
state in the subject line “Public Comment”and include your first and 
last name and home address to ensure your comment can be read.  

  b.  Please be sure to read the guidelines below in #3. 
2.   Any citizen wishing to comment for a virtual public meeting shall follow these 

guidelines:  
a.  All public comments are limited to 3 minutes, to ensure that everyone 
who wishes to comment has the opportunity to be heard. 

i.  Comments read by the Chair will only be read for 3 minutes. If 
the submitted comments are longer, they will be cut off at the 3-
minute mark.  
ii.  To ensure that all the comments are read in their entirety, it is 
suggested that you keep them to approximately 350 words. 
Submitted messages longer than 350 words will be submitted for 
public record regardless. 

b.  No citizen may comment more than once without permission of the 
Chair.  As time allows, the Chair could consider allowing citizens to 
comment a second time, especially if it is related to a topic that has not yet 
been brought up.   

i.  Note that citizens can submit any additional comment(s) for the 
public record, by providing a copy to the Chair via email up until the 
end of the meeting, specifically stating their desire to have these 
additional comments included. 

3.  Please be aware that the Citizens’ Comments agenda item is a devoted time 
for the school committee to hear from the citizenry.  As such, its structure 
primarily supports unidirectional public recording of citizen’s comments, rather 
than a bidirectional conversation. 

 



 

Document will be finalized after August 19th School Committee meeting 
 

 
Maynard Public Schools 

 Back-to-School Plan FAQ’s 
August 19, 2021 

 
 
❖ What PK-12 health and safety protocols are being recommended now by health experts and 

key decision-makers in light of the Delta variant of the virus? 
 

The following is a timeline and summary of the most recent guidance issued by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MA DPH) and elected and appointed State officials: 

● 07-19-2021:  American Academy of Pediatrics recommends a “layered approach to make 
school safe for all students, teachers, and staff.”  The AAP’s guidance “includes a 
recommendation that everyone older than age 2 wear masks, regardless of vaccination 
status.” 

● 07-27-2021:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) suggest a return to 
indoor mask-wearing in this CDC guidance, stating that the “CDC recommends universal 
indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to schools, regardless of 
vaccination status.” 

● 07-30-2021:  In collaboration with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MA DPH), 
the Commissioner of Education released this new guidance for PK-12 public schools.  
Governor Baker spoke in support of the Commissioner’s recommendation later in the day.   

 
❖ The guidance from the AAP, the CDC, and the MA DPH is inconsistent.  What are the health 

and safety rules that MPS will follow in the upcoming school year?   

Governor Baker noted that Massachusetts has one of the highest vaccination rates in the 
country, which may account for the variation in the approach to back-to-school guidance. After 
consideration of all the recommendations, Maynard Public Schools, in keeping the health of our 
staff and students as a priority we will be following the guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). The best way to frame the health and safety protocols and 
expectations for the upcoming school year is this — MPS will start the school year the same 
way we ended it:  

1. Masks are required for all students and staff, vaccinated or unvaccinated, when indoors 
and on school buses. 

2. Physical distancing will be as close to three feet as possible while eating indoors and 
during defined activities.    

3. Outdoors is still the safest place to be!  No masking or physical distancing is required 
when outdoors.    
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❖ I am vaccinated.  Will I need to wear a mask in the upcoming school year?   

Yes.  Consistent with the CDC’s current guidance, all Maynard Public Schools students and staff, 
vaccinated and unvaccinated, are required to wear well-fitting masks when they return to school in 
the fall.  Effective August 23, 2021, all students, staff, and visitors—regardless of vaccination 
status—must wear masks indoors while in any Maynard Public Schools facilities. Face-
masks are not required: (1) when outside; or (2) when an individual works alone or in a 
segregated space.   

 
❖ Will MPS require additional physical distancing when we return to school?   

No. We will do our best to maintain three-foot physical distances when eating, but there are no 
other physical distancing requirements for the upcoming school year.     

 
❖ Is physical distancing still required at lunchtime or when we are eating? 

No. We will do our best to maintain three-foot physical distances when eating, but there are no 
other physical distancing requirements for the upcoming school year. In addition, we will maintain 
the plexiglass in the middle of the tables to provide a barrier between students. 
 

❖ Will there be assigned seating this year?  

Yes.  Whenever possible, in classrooms seats will be assigned, and we recommend keeping 
students in desks rather than tables for now in most cases, however, there are a few classes where 
we will be using tables (Art, MakerSpace). We must continue our contact tracing efforts, so 
assigned seating in classrooms and on buses remains important.   

 
❖ My child is immunocompromised and in-person learning does not feel safe to me.  Is there 

a remote option this year?   
 

Unfortunately, remote learning is no longer an option in the upcoming school year per the 
Commissioner of Education.  Please refer to the DESE COVID-19 guidance issued on May 27, 
2021, page 4:   

Districts will no longer be able to offer remote learning as a standard learning model.  As noted 
above, districts and schools will be required to be in-person, full-time, five days a week this fall.  

 
❖ Why is MPS not following the new masking guidance that was just issued from the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE)? 

We are following the advice of public health experts, including the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  Our primary goal this year is to 
ensure that we have as much uninterrupted in-person learning as possible. Masking, along with 
other layered mitigation strategies, is one way to achieve this.   
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❖ Will masks be required on school buses?   

Yes. Passengers and drivers must wear a mask on school buses. In addition, all MPS school buses 
must have windows open at least 4 inches at all times. Both DESE and the CDC require mask-
wearing on buses, for more information here is the CDC’s Order.  

 
❖ What are the health and safety rules for the Maynard Performing Arts programming?   

 
After careful consideration, we can relax the physical distancing requirements for the Maynard  
Performing Arts at the start of the school year.  Masks must be worn by students and staff at all 
times.  Instrument masks will also be used. We will try out this new approach (decreased physical 
distances) with the understanding that if changes are needed, we will make them immediately.   
 
We know that the health and safety protocols imposed on the Performing Arts have been especially 
challenging for our young musicians, performers, and staff. In March of this year, DESE updated 
this guidance for courses requiring additional safety considerations that many districts are now 
following. 
   

❖ What are the current travel restrictions? Will I be able to travel out of state without a 
quarantine? 

 
Massachusetts COVID-19 Travel Guidance suggests that if you are vaccinated there are no 
restrictions on domestic travel, and you can travel freely.  Here are the CDC’s recommendations for 
unvaccinated people, including a viral test 3-5 days after and self-quarantine for a full 7 days after 
travel.  Since children under the age of 12 are ineligible for a vaccine, we anticipate that many 
families will have questions about the rules.  For example, someone may own a vacation home in 
New Hampshire where they have no contact with others and the rates of infection are lower than in 
some areas of Massachusetts. Do we require these individuals to quarantine under these 
circumstances?  We ask all MPS families and staff to follow the State’s travel guidance. Qualifying 
special conditions include serious family emergencies/illnesses, deaths, and custody arrangements.  
If you have questions, please contact your principal or school nurse.    

 
❖ Will Attestation Forms be required this year? 

No. We will do our best to maintain three-foot physical distances when eating, but there are no 
other physical distancing requirements for the upcoming school year 

 
❖ If a student or staff member is sick and experiencing symptoms, such as fever, cough, runny 

nose, what should they do?  

School Personnel:  

If a staff member develops symptoms at home, they should call their supervisor and report the 
symptoms and stay home from school.  

Staff should follow up with their Health Care Provider for further evaluation and testing. They will be 
allowed to return to school based on their symptoms, further evaluation, and clearance from the  
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School Nurse. Staff who become ill while at school should report to the school nurse’s office, where 
they will be given access to testing.  If a staff member chooses not to test OR tests positive, the 
staff member will be sent home.   
 
Students and Families:  

Before coming to school or getting on the bus:  Families should assess their child’s state of 
wellness before leaving home for school. It is expected that each family will assess each of their 
children every day for symptoms before school.  

 
If the student has any symptoms of COVID-19, they should stay home from school. The family 
should notify their school nurse that the child will be absent and the reason for the absence. The 
school nurse will follow up with the family regarding the child’s symptoms when the child was seen 
by a medical professional, and any testing that was done. The child can return to school once 
cleared by the school nurse. 
 

❖ DESE/DPH Protocols for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios - SY 2021-22 

From the DESE/DPH memo from August 13, 2021 - On July 30th, the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE) and the Department of Public Health (DPH) released a joint 
memo on COVID-19 Guidance for Districts and Schools – Fall 2021. As outlined in the memo (link 
above), all schools are required to be in-person, full-time, five days a week for the 2021-22 school 
year, and all previously released DESE health and safety requirements are lifted. In addition to 
outlining recommendations for school and district policies on masking, the memo also previewed 
new COVID-19 testing and quarantine response protocols for schools.  

 
The document in the link outlines the testing and quarantine response protocols for SY 2021-22, 
including the new “Test and Stay” protocol for districts in the statewide COVID-19 testing program, 
which Maynard has been accepted into at this time. With the addition of Test and Stay, we hope to 
keep as many students in school as possible, safely, this school year. 
 

❖ Testing Options 

We have been accepted into the testing plan and are working directly with CIC Health, 
which is a vendor that combines multiple products to offer testing to K12 schools and other 
organizations. CIC Health’s tests are RT-PCR tests processed by the Broad Institute in 
Massachusetts. are RT-PCR tests processed by the Broad Institute in Massachuse 

❖ Mask Breaks 

All students will be accessing mask breaks daily. The specific scheduling will be building and 
teacher-directed.  
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❖ Use of outdoor spaces 

We will be using outside spaces when possible, given weather conditions and safety 
considerations. We do recognize the advantages of fresh air in the daily activities of our students.  

❖ Contract tracing 

This information is included in the linked document - DESE/DPH Protocols for Responding to 
COVID-19 Scenarios - SY 2021-22  

 



May 25, 2021 
  
Superintendent Haas, Athletic Director Beaulieu, and Maynard School Committee Board: 
  
Friends of Maynard Softball is a non-profit organization founded with the purpose of 
empowering young female softball players by way of financial support in order to participate in 
competitive softball while representing our community in a positive light. Some of our needs 
include but are not limited to: field upgrades, complex beautification, uniforms, equipment, team 
building events, camps/clinics and the ability to provide financial assistance to our players as 
needed.  
 
Our first project is to upgrade the Keenan Softball field (Figure 1).  Keenan is the ONLY 
regulation size softball field in Maynard and it sits on Maynard Public School 
property.  Currently the boy’s baseball program has 3 fields available for safe usage in Maynard: 
Crowe Park, DJs Field and the High School Field (Figure 2).  Keenan field is used by the Fowler 
Middle School and Maynard High School softball teams (JV and Varsity) as well as multiple 
Assabet Valley Little League Softball divisions - not to mention out of town club softball teams 
too.  The field is used on a regular basis (6-7 days per week) for both practices and games over 
the course of 7 months each year as we run spring, summer and fall softball programs.  This field 
is adjacent to DJs field.  DJs is the town’s premier baseball field and our goal is to replicate the 
fencing, safety netting and field maintenance.  This will improve the overall look of the Alumni 
Field Complex and give our girls a home field that they can be proud of.  
  
  

 
 

Figure 1 
  



 
 

Figure 2 
  

The field upgrade plans include: fencing, netting to protect spectators from foul balls, new 
dugouts, Maynard Softball Dugout Screen, an upgraded score board system and beautification of 
the island at the ramp entrance of the complex.   We will be approaching the field upgrades in 
phases.  The fencing is a safety hazard and in need of immediate repair to be addressed in Phase 
1. (Figure 3).  We do not want any of our student athletes or visiting student athletes getting 
injured by the decrepit and dangerous metal of the old fence and surrounding areas.  It is an 
accident waiting to happen.  
  

 
Figure 3 



We plan to fund this project through fundraising, donations of goods and services from local 
contractors, and with assistance from the Assabet Valley Little League (AVLL), Maynard Public 
Schools and the Town of Maynard.  We have already met with the DPW and the Recreation 
Committee and spoken with the treasurer of the AVLL. We have set up appointments with three 
companies for estimates for replacing the dangerous fence. We have a representative from 
Sportsfield Specialties, Inc. coming to do a field assessment in the next month to give us a quote 
on safety netting. Currently we have a local contractor who will donate goods and services to 
renovate the dugouts by adding concrete pads and wooden coverings to keep the players safe 
from foul balls and out of the elements.  Lombardo Loam and Gravel will be donating organic 
mulch for the island, and local garden clubs will be donating draught loving, sun loving plants to 
spruce up the island that currently is filled with weeds and one happy little tree. 
  
The players themselves have fundraisers planned throughout the year to purchase the Maynard 
Softball Screens for the back of the dugouts facing the spectators.  Figure 4  
  

 
 

Figure 4 
  

We are requesting financial assistance from the Maynard Public Schools in replacing the aging 
and unsafe conditions surrounding Keenan Softball field. The current fence is an immediate 
safety hazard to all athletes using this field.  We would like to present our proposal at an 
upcoming School Committee Meeting.  What is the process to get on the agenda?  We have a 
group of parents who are motivated and passionate in seeing this field get the upgrade that is so 
desperately needed and hope that you will partner with us and support us in this project.  We 
would love to meet the board and administration at the field to you give a firsthand look at the 
fields current condition and share with you our vision for the field and the program.  We want to 
give these girls the field that they deserve! 
  
Thank you, 
Coach Jay Raschi, President of Friends of Maynard Softball 
Regan O’Donnell, Vice President of Friends of Maynard Softball 
Coach Dan Nash, Friends of Maynard Softball Board Member  
  
 



Aspen Student Information System (SIS)
Key Dates

June 2020 - SIS Committee is formed consisting of teachers, administrators, secretaries, 
guidance counselors, IT staff, a parent, and a School Committee member

July-September 2020 -  SIS Committee evaluated several SIS options including remaining with 
Tyler, our current SIS

October 2020 - Aspen selected as our new SIS to be in place for the beginning of the 2021-2022 
school year. Key strengths identified were ease of use, flexibility to meet our needs, and 
widespread adoption in Massachusetts

November 2020 to now - Project planning and implementation, data being brought from Tyler 
to Aspen and validated, training planned

July 2021 - Go live with Aspen SIS

Summer 2021 - Intensive training on all Aspen functions



Aspen benefits

● A clear and consistent interface for staff and 

students and parents

● Easy access to important student information

● Ability to coordinate data coming from multiple 

sources in one central location

● Ensures that all required data is sent to DESE 

with the highest level of accuracy



Key MPS Resources for Aspen Project

The success of the Aspen implementation depends on careful planning, clear communication, 

and continual follow-through by MPS Project Manager Data Specialist Trish Friedman and 

Training Coordinator and Data Validation Manager MHS Teacher Rita Murphy

In addition, we have named Aspen Specialists for the 2021-2022 School Year, tasked with being 

the front line support for staff at each building:

● GMS - Lisa DiSalvatore

● Fowler - Amanda Bailey

● MHS - Rita Murphy
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Maynard Public Schools File: EBCFA 
3R Tiger Drive, Maynard MA 01754 

 

MASK WEARING PROTOCOL 

 
Maynard Public Schools is committed to providing a safe environment in schools during the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Maintaining a safe environment is critical to the District's ability 
to returning students to a full-time classroom learning experience.  
 
According to public health experts, one of the best ways to stop the spread of coronavirus and 
to keep members of our school community safe is the use of face masks or face coverings.  
Therefore, using the guidance and recommendations from the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC), the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH), the District has established the following 
requirements which will remain in place until further notice. 
 
A face covering that covers the nose and mouth must be worn by all individuals in school 
buildings and on school transportation.  Face coverings must also be worn outside when social 
distancing cannot be observed.   
 
Individuals may be excused from the requirement for the following list of reasons, per CDC 
guidance: 
 
The individual: 

● has trouble breathing. 
● is unconscious. 
● in incapacitated. 
● cannot remove the mask or face covering without assistance. 

 
In addition, masks or face coverings will not be required for anyone who has a medical, 
behavioral or other challenge making it unsafe to wear a face mask or face covering.  A written 
note from a physician is required for a requested exemption.  Parents may not excuse their 
child from the face mask requirement by signing a waiver. 
 
Additionally, face masks or face coverings will not be required when appropriate social 
distancing is enforced: 

● during mask breaks. 
● while eating or drinking. 
● during physical education classes. 
● while outside. 

 
Exceptions to this policy under certain circumstances, such as for students with medical, 
behavioral or other challenges who are unable to wear masks, must be approved by the 



building principal in consultation with the school nurse or local Board of Health.  Face shields 
or physical barriers may provide an alternative in some instances. 
 
A student’s mask or face covering is to be provided by the student’s family.  Staff members are 
responsible for providing their own face coverings. However, the district will supply disposable 
face covering for individuals who arrive at a building, or board school transportation, without 
one. 
 
If students are in violation of this policy, the building principal will consult with the 
parent/guardians to determine whether an exception is appropriate, or the student may be 
removed from the school building for in-person learning until such time as they can comply 
with the requirement, or the requirement is lifted. 
 
Violations of this policy by staff will be handled in the same manner as other violations of 
School Committee policy. 
 
Visitors in violation of this policy will be denied entry to the school/district facility. 
 
This policy will remain in place until rescinded by the School Committee. 
 
 
Guidance Statements 
   Massachusetts Department of Public Health  

https://www.mass.gov/doc/updated-advisory-regarding-masks-and-face-
coverings-july-30-2021-0/download 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention – Guidance for Covid-19 
Prevention in K-12 Schools Updated August 5, 2021 -  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/k-12-guidance.html 
Center for Disease Controls – Guidance for Covid-19 Prevention on 
Public Transportation 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-masks-public-
transportation.html 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
– Fall 2021 Covid-19 Guidance 
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2021-0730fall-2021-
covid19-guidance.pdf 

 
SOURCE:  MASC – August 10, 2021 
 


