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The History of Valentine’s Day
Onyx Wolverton

Valentine’s Day occurs every year on February 14th. Across the United States and in other places around the 

world people celebrate by giving their loved one things like candy, flowers, and other gifts. But how did 

Valentine’s Day come to be, you may ask? Well according to the article “History of Valentine’s Day” by 

history.com, editors tell us it’s because of the legend of St.Valentine. “ The history of Valentine’s Day and the 

story of the patron saint is shrouded by mystery. We do know that February has long been celebrated as a 

month of romance, and that St. Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges (a small amount) of 

both Christian and ancient Roman tradition.” Here is the origin of St Valentine and how February 14th became 

a special day. “The Catholic Church recognizes at least three different saints named Valentine or Valentinus, 

all of whom were martyred. One legend contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third 

century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with 

wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, 

defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions 

were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Still others insist that it was Saint Valentine of 

Terni, a bishop, who was the true namesake of the holiday. He, too, was beheaded by Claudius II outside 

Rome. Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help Christians escape 

harsh Roman prisons, where they were often beaten and tortured. According to one legend, an imprisoned 

Valentine actually sent the first ‘valentine’ greeting himself after he fell in love with a young girl–possibly his 

jailor’s daughter–who visited him during his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a 

letter signed ‘From your Valentine,’ an expression that is still in use today. Although the truth behind the 

Valentine legends is murky, the stories all emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic and–most 

importantly–romantic figure. By the Middle Ages, perhaps thanks to this reputation, Valentine would become 

one of the most popular saints in England and France.” This story is only one of many stories on how 

February 14th became the holiday we know it as today, thanks to St. Valentine.
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New Teacher Interview: Mr. Colson 
Ethan Cross

Mr. Colson is the new chemistry and physics teacher here at Silver Creek. He attended SUNY 
Geneseo for chemistry, and SUNY Buffalo State for science education. After graduating, he worked 
as a lab technician for a while, until realizing that his real passion was in teaching. He then worked 
for a charter school in Buffalo. He also worked for Buffalo Public Schools for a short period of time. 
Mr. Colson loves working at Silver Creek, stating “the community is full of some of the best people 
I’ve had the opportunity teaching for”. He currently lives in Hamburg with his partner and cats. He 
said his commute to work isn’t that bad, because he listens to his music playlist and jams the time 
away. Plus, the travel time isn’t as bad as his commutes to previous employments. He said his one 
main piece of advice to our students is that “grit will make you in this world you have to keep working 
hard everyday to be the best you can be.” Mr. Colson shared that he wouldn’t be teaching now if he 
wasn’t gritty and didn’t work hard to be the great teacher that he is. 

Welcoming Mr. Willams to Silver Creek
Danaceus Maybee

Meet Silver Creek’s kind and loving new teacher, Zedekiah Williams. Although he was hired back in March, 
pandemic related shut downs have kept most students from meeting him until the start of this school year. 
Mr. Williams is married, and has two beautiful daughters. He graduated from the University of Virginia with a 
bachelors degree in drama. He is here at Silver Creek with the My Brothers Keeper Grant for the Students 
as a mentor. Silver Creek Central holds a special place in Mr. Williams’ heart, as he attended this school, 
and the teachers that once taught him are now helping him adjust! Mr. Williams’ goal here at Silver is to 
assist every student in need of help; he enjoys forming new relationships with both students as well as 
faculty. Mr. Williams is thankful for everything he has, as well as this opportunity to be at our school helping 
others. 
Since someone always has it worse or less, he wants to be there for those 
in need. For some fun facts, Mr. Williams doesn’t often buy school lunch, 
however he does enjoy packing chicken with rice and broccoli, delicious! 
Also, although Mr. Williams doesn’t attend to the school on Fridays, he 
would definitely participate in Jeans Friday if he did. I wanted to share that 
I personally believe Mr. Williams a great addition to our school. He has 
assisted me on difficult AP government homework several times, as well 
as math homework. He is always there if you ever want to talk about your 
day, or share how you are feeling. He is a great listener and could help 
with any stresses you might have. Feel free to stop by room 218 and say 
“hello” to give Mr. Williams a warm welcome to our school district. 

When asked about how COVID-19 impacted his first year, he said it has 
its positives and negatives. The obvious negatives are that he doesn’t 
get to have a full classroom in person to teach, which then makes it hard 
to conduct labs. But there are some positives too, such as uncertainties 
leading to building everyone up and helping him become more flexible. 
Mr. Colson feels like if we can get through these challenging times, then 
there’s nothing we can’t get through. His optimism and perseverance will 
prove him to be a great addition to our staff. We look forward to him 
teaching our chemistry and physics programs for many years to come.

Character; Hardworking

Henry Hogg

This school year we have not had character trait assemblies and 
awards due to Covid, and it is apart of our school tradition that is 
missing. I have decided to add my own character trait to the 
month of December. The character trait is hard working. I have 
chosen two people a student and an athlete to represent the trait 
hard working. An athlete who works hard is Matt Woleban. Matt 
trains for football and basketball every day, and makes sure to lift 
weights and walk a certain amount of steps each day. He eats 
healthy and sticks to a strict diet to stay in shape to be the best 
athlete he can be. Matt is the starting point guard on the 
basketball team, the quarterback for the football team, and an 
outfielder for the baseball team. 

While Matt is a great athlete, Emma Romanik is 
a great student, she uses her study halls to get 
her work done, and keeps her grades up. She is 
in National Honors Society and has been 
accepted to multiple colleges. There are many 
students and athletes that are hard workers, but 
these two go further than what’s necessary to 
succeed. Both of these students are hard 
working in their own ways, whether it comes to 
athletics or academics. Matt and Emma are two 
people who set examples and inspire others to 
be like them.  It is too bad there is no assembly 
or award for character traits this school year, but 
we can still do our best to realize the students 
who still define certain character strengths. 
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Foreign Exchange Loss
Ellie Decker

Every year, Silver Creek opens up its homes and hearts to welcome several foreign exchange 
students to our town. The exchange program has lead to life changing experiences for both the 
exchange students and the people of our community. Silver Creek students get to make lasting 
friendships with people from across the globe, who they never would have known existed had they 
not visited our corner of the world. The exchange students also benefit from the program, getting to 
experience a new culture and make memories to last a lifetime. Rei Sugiuchi, a Japanese exchange 
student during the 2017-2018 school year, explained how the exchange program changed her life. 
“When I first came to America, I was too shy to talk to anyone, because I was not confident in my 
English. But after joining sports programs, I made lots of friends who helped me gain confidence, and 
made me want to speak English more. Although my exchange program was only 10 months, it has 
led me to a new life stage.” Another past exchange student, Marcelo Solis-Barrientos stated, “It was 
amazing to get to live the American high school life that you see in movies. I made so many amazing 
friends too, it definitely changed my life”. But this school year, things are different. The Coronavirus 
pandemic has taken away a multitude of traditions, including the exchange program. Many students 
here at Silver Creek are disappointed by the lack of exchange students this year. Senior Bailey 
Watroba commented “I’ve always enjoyed making friends with the exchange students, it’s sad to 
know I won’t get to make any new friendships in my final year”. But despite the disappointment, many 
students remain optimistic, believing that by the next school year, the world could begin returning to 
normal. Although things are different right now, if we continue to combat the virus, maybe someday 
soon the exchange program can return. 

What is a Talk Abroad?
Bailey Watroba

As a Senior in our school if you take Spanish V you are obligated to do quarterly Talk Abroads. Many 
of you have probably heard the spanish students talk about them and made you wonder what they 
actually are. They are designed to help teachers monitor their students spanish speaking skills and 
their ability to hold a conversation with a native spanish speaker for thirty minutes. Mr. Vandette 
introduced it by having us create our own accounts and calling a commonly used speaker over the 
screen. He demonstrated a conversation we could have and then called all of us over one by one to 
introduce ourselves. Then the conversation speaker would ask us each one question. After seeing a 
conversation and participating a little in one ourselves, he had us schedule our own. This makes 
even the best students in class nervous, especially because it’s thirty minutes by our selves without 
help for a grade. For our thirty minutes the person we talk to usually starts with “hola” and an 
introduction on both sides, then it could get into talking about anything: likes, dislikes, character, 
friends, family, holidays, food, school, anything they choose to ask about or you bring up. Although 
the anticipation before is scary, it seems to go pretty fast after it starts. Afterwards many students get 
a sense of accomplishment because they just spoke with a different language speaker for thirty 
minutes with a complete stranger. Then the students in Spanish V complete 2 or 3 more Talk 
Abroads a year.

Election Updates

Owen Hastings 

With so much going on in the current world, for many of us it has be hard to keep up with the politics 

of the election. Here is a quick refresher on the results of the 2020 Presidential Election. First up, a 

recap of the final voting results. Joe Biden won 306 electoral votes and Donald Trump won 232. 

Each won 25 states, and Biden won D.C. The popular vote was was 51.4% with 81,283,485 for 

Biden and 46.9% with 74,223,744 votes for Trump. On December 14th, the Electoral College 

members cast their official votes. None were faithless electors. Soon after the election results, 

President Trump filed a total of 62 lawsuits over suspected voter fraud, 61 of the lawsuits failed. The 

other lawsuit shortened the time that Pennsylvania had 3 days after election to provide ID and 

finalize ballots. President Trump also had 3 recounts done. The two recounts in Georgia lead from 

Biden having a lead of 14,196 votes to a 11,779 vote lead, only a .2% margin. The recount in 

Wisconsin brought Biden’s lead from 20,608 to 20,682 actually increasing his votes and giving him 

a .6% margin. Despite the lawsuits, Biden has been declared the official winner of the election. He 

will be inaugurated on Wednesday, January 20th. 
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Clubs
Ella VanRenssaeler

Although Silver Creek’s student body and faculty are doing the best they can to bring some 
light to the 2020-2021 school year, there are still many limitations to what we can do. The 
Coronavirus pandemic has affected many things, one of them being school clubs. For the 
most part, both students and teachers in Silver Creek are involved in either clubs, sports, or 
both. But this year, the only clubs that are currently approved are student council, National 
Honor Society, Key Club, and Newspaper; which isn’t many compared to the amount we 
normally have. Unfortunately, it is believed that these other clubs that haven’t be approved 
most likely will remain that way. This is disappointing to many students, especially seniors 
who will never have another year to participate in these clubs. Clubs are not only are a way 
for students to be involved in activities for school, but are also a way to express themselves. 
The ongoing situation regarding the pandemic, including school shut downs and sports 
cancelations, has had many students wondering how long Silver Creek will go without these 
clubs. No one knows for sure at this point, it may even continue into the next academic year. 
But hopefully, as the vaccine is rolled out, the pandemic will get better, and clubs can resume 
soon! 

Making Music
Adriana Rosati 

Holiday Social Media Poll Results
Gabby Purdy
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Everyone can agree that Covid-19 has effected 
everything from outside of school activities to in 
school activities, and one major activity that has been 
effected is making music. The music department has 
a big impact on many of our students. 
A large number of the students are involved in the music department in some way or another 
and not being able to have the full experience of being involved was heart breaking to many. 
Music is important to people for many different reasons, for some it’s therapeutic and for 
others it’s a way to express themselves. However, making music in school is very different 
this year. Instead of having rehearsals in the chorus room or the auditorium, because of the 
Covid regulations, singers in chorus have to go to the bus garage to rehearse and the band 
kids rehearse in the auditorium. Even though it’s a little different this year, the school and the 
music department are trying to make chorus and band as normal as possible. Mr. McMullen, 
the chorus teacher, had pushed for the high school senior choir to go on a field trip to 
Fredonia State College to record their Christmas concert since they were not able to have one 
in person. Miss Sanford, the band teacher, also made sure the band students could have a 
similar concert-like experience. The band students came together following safety precautions 
after school to record and make some music together. Even though the in person concerts 
were not feasible this year, Mr. McMullen and Miss Sanford did everything in their power to 
make sure our music department had some type of concert this year.  

Everyone knows how important holidays are, especially when that’s 
when you get to see your family, friends, give gifts and spread lots of joy 
and happiness. This year was different for a lot of people due to 
COVID-19 and travel restrictions, and to prove that I created an 
Instagram poll asking some Covid related questions and I even added 
some fun holiday favorites. My first question involving Coronavirus was 
“Did you get to see your family for Christmas/ Thanksgiving?” I based my 
questions around Christmas and Thanksgiving because they are two of 
the most popular holidays that just passed. 77% of people voted “yes” 
and 23% voted “no”. My next question was “Did you go about it safely?” 
which I then gave the options “yes, with masks” or “no”. 55% of voters 
voted “yes, with masks” and the remaining 45% said “no”. Another 
question I asked was “Did you travel during the holiday season?” and to 
my surprise only 5% of people did travel. 
Ever since the Covid outbreak, online shopping has been used by more people than ever before so it 
was no surprise when the results of the question “How did you go about your Christmas shopping?” 
had a greater amount of online shoppers. 68% percent of people shopped online for gifts this holiday 
season. I also asked if the voters holidays were as normal as past years have been. The majority 
(75%) of voters voted “no”.After asking the questions I felt most important, I also made sure to add a 
few question into the mix that I hope made everyone remember why they love the holidays so much. 
My questions included holiday activities like looking at lights, decorating cookies, watching the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade or the really big dinner everyone eats together on Thanksgiving. If 
you look at the images bellow you can see all of the questions and answers given by myself and the 
voters responses. I hope everyone is staying safe and had an amazing holiday season!
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Teaching During COVID
Austin Manning

As we all know, the coronavirus pandemic has had significant impacts on how teachers teach their material. 
Moving from crowded in person class rooms to half online and half in person has been quite the challenge. 
While some students have struggled to adapt, teachers have as well. Keep reading to hear some Silver 
Creek teachers opinions on these adaption. How has the school managed the coronavirus? The school as a 
whole had to adapt to the changing rules set out by the state to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. I asked 
teachers how they thought the school has handled these many changes. One teacher stated “I think they 
have done a excellent job, everyone has been able to come back in one way or another”, in reference to how 
some students are here in person while other students have opted to go full virtual. Many other teachers said 
the school had a good plan put together to keep everyone safe, and so far it has worked out well. What are 
the upsides and downsides of the new way of teaching?  Nobody likes change, especially a change as big as 
this one. Different classes had different responses to this question. A science teacher responded with “An 
upside is smaller class size so I can assist students more quickly, and a downside is obviously the technology 
aspect. We are relying on technology, and we are seeing that’s not always the best thing.” An art teacher 
responded with mostly negative, “Its always better to work in person with your students, and in my case the 
software makes difficult to have students work at home, since they just don’t have it.” How have their students 
adapted to the new way of teaching? Students are going through a change no one could have seen coming. 
Being forced to learn outside of school grounds and in their own homes was once uncharted territory, but 
now, a harsh reality. I asked teachers how they felt students were adapting to being taught from remote 
locations. A teacher responded with “I think some kids kind of need a routine, and some kids are self 
motivated at home”. Another, more optimistic teacher responded with, “They are a lot quicker with my 
OneNote note book. They have done a great job to adapting to this new way of teaching. It only took them 
like a week or two to be active at home and still participating in class”.  Finally, were our teachers hesitant to 
come back to school? With all the health risks now involved with coming to school and teaching, I wondered if 
any teachers were hesitant to come back into the classroom. A younger teacher responded, “I was not, I was 
very excited to see everyone in person, safely, and to be able to have those interactions we missed out on 
back in March when we had to leave. Everyone had high anxiety and the relationships kind of dwindled so it 
was nice to come back and start those relationships with students and other teachers”. A more experienced 
teacher responded with “I was a little hesitant at first, I think everyone wanted to see how things would go. 
But after a few weeks I felt pretty comfortable”

COVID 19 Update/School Shutdown 
Hunter Prinzbach

Although the Coronavirus pandemic is something that we have learned to live with these past few months, it’s 
effects can still be seen daily. The pandemic has had a significant impact on the way in which we go about 
our school day. Masks are still mandatory in the school in order to prevent the spread of the virus, or at the 
very least, to help slow it down. Along with the other strict rules we must follow to help slow the spread, we 
also had to temporarily go back to full virtual learning. On November 19th the school made the official 
decision to move to all remote learning, as COVID numbers had increased, and most of the bussing staff had 
to be quarantined. Bus drivers are essential to keep our school open; even if there are few cases within the 
school, most students rely on the bus drivers for transportation. During this period, most teachers still reported 
to school. If they were unable, they could teach their classes from their homes, as long as they had their 
laptops and all their work. Students had to stay home durning the school day, but some after school activities 
were still in session. The weight room was opened, and basketball and indoor track were able to hold 
practices. After Christmas break, with the start of the new year, we were finally allowed to resume in person 
classes. The school did a good job with readjusting us to in person learning after almost a month of being 
virtual. Of course, we still have to keep an eye on the numbers and ensure that we are going about being in 
school safely. Luckily,  the school has been doing a good job at keeping us safe, and ensuring that we are 
able to get the most out of our classes this year; even when we must make the occasional change from in 
person to remote learning.

Classic Macaroni and Cheese Recipe 
Shannon Bordenkircher 

Since it’s the beginning of the New Year, I thought I’d pick a quick and easy meal for 
anyone who wanted to get better at cooking for their New Years Resolutions. The recipe we 
will be making today is the classic Macaroni and Cheese. Although we won’t be making it 
from scratch, we will be making our own cheesy sauce. You can buy all of your ingredients 
from our local Tops and Save a Lot! 

Ingredients:                                                            Instructions: 

- 1 1/2 cups of elbow macaroni 

- 2 1/2 cups shredded cheddar cheese

- 2 tablespoons of all-purpose flour

- 3 tablespoons of butter

- 1/2 teaspoon of salt

- 1/8 teaspoons of ground black pepper

- 1 1/2 cups of milk (any kind)

• 3/4 cups of half and half

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees and lightly 
grease a square baking dish with butter.

2. Cook the noodles according to the package, 
then drain and set aside for later.

3. Melt the butter in a saucepan over medium 
heat and start to blend in the pepper, salt, 
and flour. Cook it for about 2 minutes.

4. Slowly add your half and half and milk, then 
cook over medium-low heat while stirring 
constantly until it starts to thicken. 

5. Once the mixture is lightly thickened, remove 
heat and add the 1 cup of shredded cheese, 
stir until it has melted.

6. Add the macaroni and stir it until the cheese 
has coated it. Next pour half into the baking 
dish, sprinkle 1/2 a cup of cheese on, and 
then add the other half of the pasta on the 
top.

7. Finally, bake for 15 to 20 minutes in the oven, 
let it cool for 5 minutes and serve.
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Scholarship Opportunities 
Cynthia Schwab 

Upperclassmen heading into their final years of high school often dread filling out college applications, 
scholarships, and financial aid paperwork. But, if you are planning to attend college, applying for some 
scholarships can have a great impact on your education costs, no matter what school you want to attend. 
Every year, more than $7.4 billion in scholarships are given to students. Sadly, over $2.9 billion in scholarship 
money goes unclaimed due to incomplete financial aid forms, and scholarships that no one applied for! Do 
not make this mistake! The best plan of action is to make a checklists of scholarships that you want to apply 
for, and complete them over a long period of time. Some people may be overwhelmed by a wide variety of 
scholarships that have several different requirements. A great website resource to narrow down your best 
options is fastweb.com. On this site, you can start by entering in some personal information, which will 
eventually give you a list of scholarships that you may qualify for. To help with your searches, here is a pretty 
general list of local/nationwide scholarships at various rewards and requirements. Some of these 
scholarships require you to submit an essay in order to help them choose who is most deserving of the 
reward money. There are also several of them that don’t require an essay, so all you need to provide is 
general information about yourself and your academics. 

Local Scholarships:  

Chautauqua County Association of 
Educational Office Professionals
($750 w/ Essay - Due May 15th 2021)

Jeff Brown Memorial Scholarship 
($100 w/ Essay - Due May 14th 2021)

Katelin Doctor Scholarship 
($300 w/ Essay - Due May 20th, 2021)

Margaret E. Brodine Scholarship 
($500 w/ Essay - Due April 24th, 2021)

Olivia Coia Memorial Scholarship
($1,000 w/ Essay - Due May 11th, 2021)

Patrick K. Coughlin Scholarship
($1,000 w/ Essay - Due April 24th, 2021)

PTSA Scholarship
(Amount Undisclosed w/ Essay - Due May 19th, 2021)

....and more to be found on our school website!

Nationwide Scholarships: 

$1,000 January Scholarship 

$5,000 Discover Student Loans Scholarship 

$20,000 Footlocker Foundation Scholarship 

$2,500 Orange Scholars Program Scholarship 

$50,000 Davidson Fellows Scholarship

$5,000 Alzheimer’s Awareness College Scholarship

$1,000 Technology Awareness Scholarship 

$4,000 Intel Scholarship

$20,000 Dell Scholars Program Scholarships
  
Although there are usually more applicants in 
nationwide scholarships, don’t let this discourage you! 
If you meet the requirements, you are equally 
evaluated for who will receive the award. This is just a 
short list of what you can apply to; there are lots of 
resources where you can find more scholarships. 
Please keep in mind the scholarship deadlines, so 
your hard work doesn’t go to waste. Steadily work 
towards paying for your education and it will be worth 
it in the end!

NHS Induction and What It Means
Amanda Roth

The Silver Creek chapter of National Honors Society, run by Mrs. Laurenzi-Timmerman and 
Miss Foley, held the new induction ceremonies for the 2020-2021 school year on January 
12th at 5pm and 7pm. The following students were inducted: Genevieve Balestrieri, Sincere 
Becker, Jade Bouvier, Tessa Brunner, Katie Castiglia, Alyssa Castle, Ethan Cross, Savannah 
Delmonte, Riley Herling, Amanda Ippolito, Tesa Karcz, Hunter Larson, Lacey Milius, Yanna 
Mott, Kali Parks-Ressler, Alivia Penman, Emily Purdy, Abigail Rice, Tabitha Shevlin, and 
Kiara Zayas. These students were inducted based on the four pillars of NHS: scholarship, 
service, leadership, and character. President Emma Romanik gave the presidential welcome 
speech to the new inductees, and emphasized the importance of the four pillars. Pillar 
speeches were presented by Ellie Decker on scholarship, Amanda Roth on service, Alina 
Beadle on leadership, and Cynthia Schwab on character. Some new inductees where 
presented with the question “what does being in National Honors Society mean to you?” 
Amanda Ippolito stated, “Being in NHS means being a leader and a role model for others in 
my school. It means not only having scholarship and community service, but it also allows me 
to show my character strengths.” Yanna Mott says, “Being in NHS to me means that I am a 
part of a group of leaders, and it feels like I am a part of a team now too. We are all working 
towards the same goals. It is nice to know I have people to relate to.” Hunter Larson stated, 
“NHS to me is an honor, showing all of the hard work and perseverance the members have 
shown. All of our academic success is proven quarter after quarter. Everyone knows of our 
achievements in that aspect, but no one knows what happens behind the scenes. As said in 
one of the speeches, NHS is more than just grades. Being accepted means that all of the 
work put into your community and leadership in and out of school is being shown. This allows 
people to truly see the person you are. Getting good grades is hard enough, especially now, 
and putting in the work after hours is even harder. NHS shows this and it is a great honor for 
anyone accepted.” Savannah Delmonte states, “Being in NHS means so much to me. Ever 
since freshman year I have wanted to be a part of this group. Being acknowledged alongside 
my other classmates for not only having good grades, but also good character was something 
I have worked hard for over the past three years. Now that I have been inducted I cannot wait 
to show our community that even though times are tough, having dedication and working hard 
makes it all worth it in the end.” Congratulations to all of the new inductees!

Nation Honor Society logo. Picture from nhs.us
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Flash Back to The Fun Days 
 Emma Romanik
Zhuzhu pets formally know as GoGo pets are a line of plush robotic hamsters that were all the 
craze for kids when they came out in 2009. Zhuzhu pets often were remembered for having 
the wheels getting caught in your hair, despite being created to be a “mess free” pet. Along 
with the robotic hamsters there were many options for accessories like cars for them to drive, 
wheels/balls to ride around in and even outfits. Unfortunately, Zhuzhu pets were discontinued 
in 2013 due to reports of being dangerous. 

 

The Cha Cha slide and Cupid shuffle are some popular songs that are still relevant today that 
came out early 2000s. These line dances are a good way to get a dance, wedding and other 
festival gatherings excited. With the peppy upbeat music the steps are fun and easy to learn. 

Kerpluck is a board game that came out in 1967. The game consists of a 
transparent plastic tube, plastic rods and several dozen marbles. The 
plastics rods are crossed across the middle to create a “lattice” and the 
marbles are placed on top. Players are to go around a circle one by one 
taking a stick out and at the end the player with the lease amount of 
marbles with the game. 

Max and Ruby first aired in 2002 with the two bunnies Max 
and Ruby being the main characters. The show was about 
the siblings sharing just about everything. As they go 
through life with their many friends and their grandma, they 
share many friendships and playtimes together. Ruby is 
also constantly looking out for her little brother and 
keeping him out of trouble. 
 

Almost Famous Movie Review 
Kylie Procknal 
Almost Famous was a movie that hit the big screens in the year 
2000 with an audience rating of R. The movie itself is around 122 
minutes and is along the genres of Adventure, Comedy, and Drama. 
It’s both directed and wrote by Cameron Crowe. It contained quite 
the Star-studded cast; Kate Hudson (Penny), Billy Crudup (Russell), 
Patrick Fugit (William), Zooey Deschanel (Anita), Jason Lee (Jeff), 
and many more. As well as having a star studded cast, it also had 
quite the fitting soundtrack with 1970s era music. The Movie alone 
racked up multiple awards in 2001 including an Academy Award, 2 
Golden Globes, 2 BAFTA Awards, an AFL Award, and so on. 
The movie is about a 15 year old boy named William Miller who 
travels around the United States with the semi-popular band named 
Stillwater in order to write an article for the Rolling Stones Magazine 
during the 1970s. This movie follows the semi-autobiography of 
Cameron Crowe when he was to touring with bands such as Poco, 
The Allman Brothers, Led Zeppelin, Eagles, and Lynyrd Skynyrd in 
the 70s. If you enjoy classic rock and traveling with the band, this 
movie is for you! 

 As the show progresses, you will see the characters start off at the bottom of the surgical food chain 
at Seattle Grace hospital, and watch them evolve into amazing surgeons. The main character in the 
show, Meredith Grey, is the daughter of one of the best surgeons. Grey is an aspiring surgeon, and 
you get to watch her struggle live up to her mother’s legacy, with all the pressure of other people 
around her. She proves many people wrong with her skill and talent. Her group of colleagues are 
also very talented. The show includes amazing friendships, passionate loves, numerous surgeries, 
and much more. It has grown to be a fan favorite, because it’s not all about romance, but also shows 
the day to day life of a surgeon, and all that comes with it. You watch coworkers become family. All in 
all this show is definitely something to put on your watch list; it’s nothing but interesting and has a 
fantastic story line to go along with it. If  you like watching shows or movies about love, family, and 
thrill then this is certainly a watch for you!

Is It Worth the Watch?
Morgan Lewis

Do you ever get so bored you don’t know what to do? Maybe 
you go for a run, read a book, or watch a show? Well if you 
happen to be a big Netflix fan, there’s a show you must watch. 
Grey’s Anatomy. This show is filled with thrill and romance; 
you’ll see epic loves along with amazing surgeons who save 
lives everyday. Some actors in this show are absolute eye 
candy as well, like Patrick Dempsey and Justin Chambers. 
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Animal Showdown Pt. 2
Damien Evans

Study of Art
Michelle Bullard

Welcome to the art page! Today we are going to talk about the history of art and where it has 
brought us today. Drawing, music, painting, etc. has came through many generations, but 
some of the first art was wall cave drawings created about 65,000 years ago. This would 
mean that they were painted 25,000 years before the arrival of the first Homo sapiens in the 
Iberian peninsula. Iconography is a major part of art history, it consists in analyzing the 
symbolism of works of art. For instance, art historians identify the visual elements of a 
painting and interpret its meaning. Art historians are interested in what the works of art 
represented at the time they were created. Well, if we consider the discipline differently from a 
career standpoint, we realize that it serves fundamental purposes. Understanding cultures of 
visual art recounts stories of our past, it gives an account of our past events. Art history allows 
us to look back and understand how our civilization evolved over the centuries. It is a way to 
know ourselves better. The study of art is not really about memorizing dates, artists’ names, 
art movements, etc. Instead, it drives you to analyze paintings photographs, sculptures, etc. 
to support your analysis to build rational and convincing arguments, hence developing your 
critical thinking. I have come to believe that the role of arts today is to be a mirror and show 
society what it truly is. We have so much propaganda art surrounding us, that so many artists 
make a living making propaganda art as designers and advertisers. Plenty of artists are 
decorators as well. Craftsmanship has it’s place, but has largely been relegated to machines 
or artisans in quaint shops. Art serves as a marker of cultural achievement. It’s an indicator of 
society, so it should stand to reason that in many ways it is a mirror of society. Art class 
should be a open to students who are eager to dive deep into their learning, put in countless 
hours of work, and who want to take risks and learn about themselves as dedicated artists. 
The goal of education is to create a community of life long learners and the arts to do this. 
School is stressful in general, art is a place to put things out of your head, or to create 
something you never even thought of creating and using critical thinking of the human mind. 
Arts subjects encourage self expression and creativity. The arts can build confidence as well 
as a sense of individual identity. Creativity can also help with wellbeing and improving the 
health and happiness for many students. Studying art subjects can also help to develop 
critical thinking skills and the ability to interpret the world around us. The art room is a space 
where students have the freedom to express their ideas and thoughts and work creativity. The 
way of art is taught means that interaction with other students and with the teacher is different 
in art and designs classes. Students comment on the bonds they form with classmates 
because of their shared interests and ideas, and the art teacher is someone they can bounce 
ideas off rather than telling them what to do. Studying art and design provides the opportunity 
to acquire new skills. As well as knowledge of different art forms, such as media and 
techniques. To all of the people in the world, we are all not the same. We are all different in 
our own ways and art may not be your favorite subject, however studying the arts alongside 
other subjects can significantly boost student and personal growth achievements.

 A behavioral adaptation they have developed is that they are nocturnal, living 
in dens during the day. They form families of up to ten, sometimes forming 
complex dens with multiple families. As for how useful they could be for us, 
there’s not much they could help us with. That being said, they are cool 
creatures so I’m going to include some features they have that we already 
use. First is the ears, we already use the concept of having a surface or 
surfaces for heat exchange, but studying these animals might help us make 
advancements here. The other way they can help us advance is in their 
tunnels, one of the plans for a mars colony could be shelters underground and 
there might be things we can learn by how they excavate their dens. 

Hello and welcome to another Animal Showdown! Today we’re looking at two animals that live in extremes, the 
Emperor Penguin and the Fennec Fox! These are two amazing creatures inhabiting two extreme ends of the 
temperature range with the Emperor Penguin living in Antarctica and the Fennec Fox living in the Sahara Desert! We’ll 
be looking at how well adapted these two are to their respective environments, how they can be beneficial to humans, 
and just in general how cool they are.We will start off by talking about the Fennec Fox, and the first thing I have to say 
is that these things are so adorable. They are the smallest fox in the world, measuring 14-16 inches, but they have ears 
that are 6 inches long! This is one of the adaptations to surviving in the heat of the desert, as these ears are used to 
radiate body heat as well as listen for prey. They are listening mostly for insects, especially grasshoppers and locusts, 
but they will also eat small rodents, lizards, and birds along with their eggs. Contrastingly, their thick fur coat it used to 
keep them warm on cool nights, but it also helps to keep the sun off of them during the day. 

For usefulness both animals are pretty low, with neither having super applicable 
adaptations or being used for anything. Finally for the coolness factor I think it has 
to go to the penguin, due to it’s diving ability along with it being the only animal to 
breed during the antarctic winter, and that makes it the winner of this quarter’s 
Animal Showdown! I hope you found this both entertaining and informative, and 
you can email devans21@silvercreekschools.org with the animal you want to see 
next on Animal Showdown!

For overall coolness I’m definitely factoring in how adorable they are, along with the harsh environment they live in. 
They aren’t mainstream enough to be overused like Baby Yoda, but not obscure enough to not be heard of.Now time to 
talk about the Emperor Penguin, earning it’s name from being the largest penguin, standing 4 feet tall! They are the 
largest penguin, and they also live in the harshest environment. They are the only animal to breed during the antarctic 
winter, with a female laying one egg per year. The male will then take the egg to incubate it, and when it hatches both 
parents look after it the same amount. Some of the adaptations they have are pretty incredible, which is expected with 
the harsh environment they live in. They have a specially formed nasal passage to decrease heat loss from exhaling, 
along with special fat in their feet to prevent them from freezing. They also have feathers that don’t get ruffled until 
almost 70 mph winds, and the outer feathers are also waterproof with an inner layer holding air to keep them warm 
when they are underwater. This helps them as they find their food including fish and krill that live in the antarctic ocean.
Penguins are incredibly good swimmers, they are able to dive 1,800 feet and stay underwater for 22 minutes. Their 
most notable behavioral adaptation is when they huddle to conserve heat in the arctic winter. This can help conserve 
body heat by 50%! Because there will always be penguins on the inside as well as the outside, they will move from the 
windward side, to the middle, then to the leeward side and around the outside back to the windward side. This pattern 
means that they slowly move into the wind, sometimes traveling 200 meters during a long snowstorm. This is probably 
the adaptation we could most easily use in our own exploration, since swarm robots are a viable solution to a lot of 
exploration problems, implementing this huddle and move technique could be useful. Their feathers might also have a 
use, since they are both waterproof and provide good insulation. Finally, we’ll talk about the coolness of penguins. They 
live in an extreme environment, capable of diving and staying underwater longer than any other birds, they are pretty 
awesome.Now It’s time to decide a winner! Both of these creatures have incredible adaptations, but I think in this 
category the Emperor Penguin takes the win with it’s adaptation to huddle, since that can prevent a whopping 50% of 
heat loss. 
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