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By Kiele Boedo and Lillian Denisco 
 

T his year has been tough for all of 
us. Coronavirus has put students 

into a difficult learning environment.  
Mrs. Smith, the 8th grade science 
teacher, worked on a special commit-
tee over the summer to help plan for 
the upcoming school year.  Mrs. 
Smith said the committee realized 
that for all students, it “works better to 
be in school” because it’s “hard to do 
hands on work” when you are doing 
remote learning.  She added, but giv-
en the pandemic, “the [learning] situ-
ation is understandable.”  
    While working on the committee 

this summer, Mrs. Smith said one of 
the first ideas in the discussion on 
how this school year was going to 
work was, “Do we bring in all stu-
dents every other day?  But that 
would be hard with parents working.” 
Another idea that came to mind was 
to rotate A days and B days.  Ulti-
mately, the committee helped to cre-
ate the remote / hybrid learning 
schedule that the middle school fol-
lows. 
   One thing that the committee want-
ed to achieve was “replacing all of the 
water fountains with bottle fillers.”  —
continued as “Remote Learning” 
on page 2— 

Remote Learning in the Middle School 

 Hybrid students work in Mr. Graf’s social studies classroom in November.  Photo by staff. 
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—continued from page 1—  
This was completed over Thanksgiving break. 
Another thing the group considered was, “if we 
wanted school supplies at all because it was 
not safe to share materials,” so the school dis-
trict purchased basic supplies for all students. 
Things that the school needed in regards to 
the school supplies they were purchasing 
were, “Web cams, plastic shields, bottle fillers 
and sanitary items.”  
    Mrs. Smith said that it was not an easy deci-
sion on how to bring students into school.  She 
said, “I’d rather have half of students in school 
each day and half at home, than everyone 
home.”  
    Are you struggling to be successful with re-
mote learning?  Here are some tips for making 
remote learning successful: 

 
TIPS 

6 remote learning tips your students should 
know 
 

 Plan a daily routine. Having a daily 
schedule and goals to accomplish gives 
students a sense of security and predict-
ability. 

 Stay focused. As teachers already know, 
the learning environment has a huge im-
pact on productivity and concentration. 

 Study efficiently. 
 Receive feedback. 
 Collaborate online. 
 Ask for help. 

 
(from https://blog.neolms.com/top-7- remote-

learning-tips-your- students-should-know/) 

Remote Learning: Tips to Make the Best of It 

By Kiele Boedo 
 

T his year, Mrs. McIntyre 
is holding her own 6th 

grade Battle of the Books. 
She says, “I am trying to 
create the actual battle of 
the books with the posters 
and the costumes.” Anoth-
er similarity she mentioned 
was, “There will be a panel 
of judges who will be in 
charge of scores.” One of 
the differences for her ver-
sion of Battle of the Books 
is that “individual [are] 
working instead of teams, 
[there are] only six books.” 
    Another difference is, 
“Students will have as 
much time as they need to 
read books.” She said, “I 
was inspired by knowing how disappointing it 
was to kids who didn’t get to participate in the 
Battle of the Books last year.” Mrs. McIntyre 
also said, “I see most of the participants in 

school, but I’ll be meeting 
with them once a month 
just to check in.” The com-
petition will be held on May 
20th with the time not de-
termined.   
    Some of the books they 
will be reading are, Harbor 
Me, Insignificant Events in 
the Life of a Cactus and 
House Arrest. For a full list, 
look at the poster in the 6th 
grade hallway. 
    Lastly, Mrs. McIntyre 
said, “I hope that kids (and 
maybe some families) will 
truly enjoy the experience 
of reading books in different 
genres with a variety of pro-
tagonist characters, re-
sponses to adversity and 
themes. I hope that Battle 

provides a little fun with friendly competition 
and becomes one of many positive memories 
of this school year.” 

6th Graders Compete in the Battle of the Books 
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Entering the World of Twitch and Video Game Streaming 
By Tyler Januchowski 

 

S ome people like to plant a 
garden or play football 

with their friends as a hobby. 
But me, I like to stream on 
Twitch.  
    So I’m going to talk about 
my streaming path and about 
me, what it is like to stream, 
and what you need to start 
streaming. First, we are going 
to talk about what stream path 
I went down and the choices. 
    So hi, I’m Tyler J. People on 
my stream call me Leadericon. 
The stream path I went down 
to do is gaming. You can pick 
to stream about cooking, mak-
ing music, gaming, vlogs, etc. I 
chose gaming because I like 
to play video games on my 
spare time. I play video games 
because it gets rid of all the 
stress you are going through, 
like school or family. You can 
just play by yourself or you 
can pick up some of your 
friends to have even more fun. 
    I chose to stream because I 

was encouraged by other 
streamers like Britt or Ski-
idz. (You probably don’t 
know them.) Streaming is 
also my dream job. Some 
people will try to bring you 
down so you quit, but I 
won’t quit. 
    Second, we are going to 
talk about what it’s like to 
stream. So, it’s different for 
everyone, but for me, I think 
streaming is great for meet-
ing new people, community 
building, socializing, and com-
munication. At first, it will be 
hard because you will get no 
viewers, one or two if you’re 
lucky. But it takes time to get 
people. Self promoting in peo-
ple’s stream will not get you 
anywhere. It will get you a bad 
name. So my advice is to just 
stay positive and pretend you 
have viewers. Keep talking, 
keep doing what you do, and 
be yourself. 
    Last, we are going to talk 
about what you need to start 
streaming. So if you go down 

the gaming path, you will need 
a console or a PC, a mic, and 
a webcam. The mic can be 
your headset mic. For a 
webcam, you don’t really need 
one but you should get one. I 
have an older webcam that 
still works. For console, just 
download the Twitch app, sign 
in, broadcast, put your title and 
settings, then start stream.  
(To have a Twitch account, 
you need to be 13 years old.)  
Finally, if you are doing any 
other path, all you need is your 
phone with Twitch downloaded 
on it. 



Page 4  The Grapevine 

LGBTQ+ Facts and Ideas 
 
By Gwendolyn Souter and Lillian Denisco 
 

“N o matter, Gay Straight, or Bi, Lesbian, 
Transgendered life I'm on the right 

track, baby I was born to survive." - Lady Ga-
ga.  
    This is a pride song that Lady Gaga sang.  
The song is about no matter who you are, 
you are important. 
    Great! Now that you interested, here are 
some things we will try to share about the 
LGBTQ+ community, including quotes, fun 
facts, jokes, and different pride flags. 
    Now for some history. One of the first 
LGBTQ+ riots or parades took place in 1969. 
The Stonewall Hotel in the gay village of 
Greenwich Village, Manhattan, site of the 
June 1969 Stonewall riots, is the cradle of 
the LGBT rights movement in the United 
States. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) social movements are 
social movements that advocate for LGBT 
people in society. (Source: LGBT+ social 
movements Wikipedia). The community be-
came more well known around the 1980s-
1990s with more parades and pride being 
shown all around the world (Source: Wikipe-
dia). 
    Remember: "There’s nothing wrong with 
you. There’s a lot wrong with the world you 
live in," said actor and author Chris Colfer. 
We would like to close this article saying that 
we will try to do as many of these articles as 
we can, but along with that if you have any 
feedback, please let us know! Please just 
make sure that your feedback is appropriate. 

    Want to 
hear a cool 
idea? Ok, if 
you paint the 
prime colors 
on fan panels 
when you turn 
it on you get 
a rainbow fan! 

By Shirley Chen 
 

I f you like romance and more emotional 
movies then you’re going to like Your 
Name. 

    This movie’s director is Makoto Shinkai; 
he makes lots of animated movies like this 
one. This story is about two students; one 
lives in the countryside and the other in the 
city. They found out that sometimes when 
they slept, they switched lives.  They kept 
diaries for what they did. After a while, the 
“dreams” stopped, and they almost forgot 
each other. If you want to know what hap-
pened next, watch Your Name for yourself.  
    My personal rating on this movie is 4 
stars. I loved this movie and I think you 
might like it too! 

Watch Animated Film Your Name 

 Join  

Book Club 
First Meeting: Monday, January 11th at 4:30pm (meeting 

virtually over Teams) 

 

Send a message to Mrs. Kempster or 

Mrs. Roberts to join the Book Club on 

Teams.  All middle schoolers are    

welcome to join! 

 

January selection:  

House Arrest, by KA Holt 
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WWE Fall / Winter Review 

Check these Books Out in Our Library

By Caden Fote 
 

T he WWE Draft happens in 
October every year with sur-

prising picks by Smackdown (SD) 
and Raw. But this year, it was 
better than ever with tag team 
break ups, tag titles being 
swapped, and more! 
 
Day 1 Fri, Oct. 9 
Round 1: Raw- WWE Champion 
Drew McIntyre; SD- Universal 
Champion Roman Reigns; Raw- 
Raw Women's Champion Asuka ; 
SD- Seth Rollins; Raw- The Hurt 
Business 
 
Round 2:  Raw- AJ Styles; SD- 
Sasha Banks; Raw- Na-
omi; SD- Bianca Belair; 
Raw- Women's Tag 
Team Champions Nia 
Jax & Shayna Baszler 
 
Round 3: Raw- Rico-
chet; SD- Jey Uso; Raw- 
Mandy Rose; SD- Rey & 
Dominik Mysterio; Raw- 
The Miz & John Morrison 
 
Round 4: Raw- SD Tag 
Team Champions The 
New Day; SD- Big E; Raw- Dana 
Brooke; SD- Otis; Raw- Angel 
Garza 
 
Round 5: Raw- Humberto Carillo; 
SD- Murphy; Raw- Drew Gulak; 
SD- Kalisto; Raw- Tucker 
 
Day 2 Mon, Oct. 12 
 
Round 1: Raw- "The Fiend" Bray 
Wyatt; SD- SD Women's Champi-
on Bayley; Raw- Randy Orton; 
SD- Raw Tag Team Champions 
The Street Profits; Raw- Charlotte 
Flair 
 

Round 2: Raw- Braun Strowman; 
SD- Daniel Bryan; Raw- Matt Rid-
dle; SD- Kevin Owens; Raw- Jeff 
Hardy 
 
Round 3: Raw- Retribution ; SD- 
Lars Sullivan; Raw- Keith Lee; SD
- King Corbin; Raw- Alexa Bliss 
 
Round 4: Raw- Elias; SD- Inter-
continental Champion Sami Zayn; 
Raw- Lacey Evans; SD- Cesaro & 
Shinsuke Nakamura; Raw- Shea-
mus 
 
Round 5: Raw- Nikki Cross; SD- 
Dolph Ziggler & Robert Roode; 
Raw- 24/7 Champion R-Truth; SD
- Apollo Crews; Raw- Dabba-Kato 

 
Round 6: Raw- Titus O'Neil; SD- 
Carmella; Raw- Peyton Royce; 
SD- Aleister Black; Raw- Akira 
Tozawa 
 
Round 7: Raw- Lana; SD- Natal-
ya;Raw- Riddick Moss; SD- The 
Riott Squad; Raw- Arturo Ruas 
 
NXT Takeover: WarGames oc-
curred on December 6th. Here 
are the results: 
 Team Candice LeRae def. 

Team Shotzi Blackheart 
(Woman's War Games match) 

 Tommaso Ciampa def. Timo-
thy Thatcher 

 Dexter Lumis def. Camron 
Grimes in a strap match 

 Johnny Gargano def. Damian 
Priest/Leon Ruff (former North 
American champion) to win 
the title 

 Undisputed Era def Team Pat 
McAfee (Men's War Games 
match) 

 
WWE's TLC (tables, ladders, 
and chairs) Pay per View took 
place on Sunday, Dec 20.  This 
was the last pay per view of the 
year. Take a look at the match 
card and see if my predictions 
were right! 
 
 Rag Tag Title Match: The 

New Day (c) vs The Hurt 
Business Prediction: The 
Hurt Business def. The 
New Day to win the ti-
tles. 
 Universal Title TLC 
Match: Roman Reigns 
(c) vs Kevin Owens Pre-
diction: Reigns will win 
with the help of Jey Uso. 
 WWE Title TLC 
Match: Drew McIntyre 
(c) vs AJ Styles Predic-

tion: The Miz will cash in the 
money in the bank contract to 
make it a triple threat and AJ 
will win the title. 

 The Fiend vs Randy Orton 
Prediction: The Fiend will 
make Orton nap. 

 SD Woman's Title Match: 
Sasha Banks (c) vs Carmella 
Prediction: Carmella will de-
feat Sasha to win the title. 

 Woman's Title Match: Nia 
Jax + Shana Baszler (c) vs 
Asuka + Lana Prediction: La-
na pins Baszler fair and clean 
to win.  (Update: Lana was 
replaced by Charlotte Flair!) 
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Meetings are the first and 

third Wednesday of every 

month in room 318 dur-

ing after school.  All are    

welcome to join! 

 

COVID-19 Impacts Boys Soccer Season 
By Michael Dispenza 
 

A  lot has changed 
with soccer be-

cause of Covid-19. The 
boys have to wear a 
mask when they are in 
large groups, or running 
around both on the 
modified and varsity 
fields. They can take 
their masks off when 
they are either getting 
water or are more than 
6 feet apart.  
    In the beginning of the season, both varsity and modified practiced to-
gether until the varsity got cut. Both teams became one larger team, or 
family, as Mr. Bratcher said. Both teams pushed each other and helped 
each other when we need the help. Even though the season did not go 
too well, the team keeps pushing their selves and keeps improving their 
skills. Since football was postponed till sometime in spring, several foot-
ball players decided to sign up for soccer. The soccer team now has 18 
players.  

Boys soccer has changed a lot because of the new health guide-
lines. The varsity boys soccer was sadly not able to play this year be-
cause they did not have enough players to play. Also, last year’s modified 
boys soccer coach Mr. Johnson was not able to coach this year. The 
modified have a new coach now, which is the Varsity coach Mr. Bratcher.  

 

 

Happy 
Holidays  

from the                        
Middle School Faculty 

 

Stay safe and have a   
wonderful holiday break. 

 

We miss you! 


