
New West High School
Student Handbook

“The hardest mountain to climb is the one within.”
-J. Lynn

300 Spruce Street
Bu�alo, WY  82834

(307) 217-7030

https://www.jcsd1.us/o/nwhs

https://www.jcsd1.us/o/nwhs


1

Table of Contents

About New West 2
Sta� List 3
Calendar 3
Building Hours 3
Academic Hours 3
Visitors & Volunteers 3

Application Process 4
New West Exit Options 4

Academics 5
Graduation Requirements 5
Online Courses 6
Early Graduation 6
Academic Quarters 6
Hathaway Scholarship 6

Attendance Policies 7
Attendance-Related Definitions 7-8
Attendance Intervention Process 9

New West Student Expectations 10-11
Extracurricular Activities 12
Student Health & Wellness 13
Other Information (Alphabetical) 14-18
Prohibited Behavior 19-20
Complaints/Concerns 21
Appendix 22-33

Weekly & Daily Schedule 22
Computer/Internet AUP 23
Course Listing 24
Calendar 25
Counseling Services Prof. Disclosure Statement 26-27
Application 28-33



2

About New West High School

An Alternative High School
New West High School is Johnson County School District 1’s alternative high
school. Nationwide, alternative high schools generally serve students who are
at-risk of educational failure, or dropping out. Following Wyoming statute, our
state’s alternative schools serve students whose educational needs are not
being met by their district’s traditional high school programs.

Characteristics of Alternative High Schools
Alternative schools have developed general characteristics that distinguish
them from non-alternative (traditional) schools. These characteristics include
a focus on relationships (both teacher-student and student-student), informal
structure, flexible scheduling, an intensive career and social-emotional focus,
and reduced school days.

New West High School Characteristics
● A school of choice: Students

are required to apply
● Low student-teacher ratio
● Whole-student focus

(including mental health)
● Emphasis on relationships

between sta� and students

● Real-world requirements
(career development,
self-improvement, personal
finance)

● Fewer electives
o�ered/required

● Internship, mentorship, and
on-the-job-training
requirements

Our Goals
1. Our students will achieve high school graduation through a meaningful

and relevant curriculum.
2. Our students will report increased happiness and satisfaction with their

high school experience.
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About New West High School (Continued)

Sta� List

Dr. Mike Hanson Principal/Teacher mhanson@jcsd1.us

Julie Heil Counselor/Special Education jheil@jcsd1.us

Tara Hall Math & Science Teacher thall@jcsd1.us

Travis Hetland English Teacher thetland@jcsd1.us

Sacha Gossard Social Studies & English Teacher sgossard@jcsd1.us

Eric Anson Paraprofessional eanson@jcsd1.us

Myra Camino Administrative Assistant mcamino@jcsd1.us

Calendar
New West High School’s calendar can be found in the appendix.

Building Hours
NWHS will be open from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. If students arrive on campus before
8:00 a.m., they will be asked to either visit quietly or complete necessary assignments.
Students are not allowed into any classrooms, unless invited by a teacher. Students
should leave the building by 3:45 p.m., unless requested by sta� to stay later.

Academic Hours
New West High School is on a 4-day+ school week. Classes run from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Monday-Thursday.  School is open to all students Friday mornings from
8:00-10:00.  Students who are absent from any class period Monday-Thursday
(without a doctor’s note or principal approval) or have  a course score below 70% are
required to attend Fridays.  Students with behavioral issues may also be assigned
Friday school. Students missing an assigned Friday school will lose open campus
privileges the following week.

Visitors
New West High School welcomes visitors/families/guardians as described in District
Policy KI and requires all visitors to check in, in the school o�ce.  Classroom
visitations by families/guardians must be pre-arranged with the school principal
being mindful that classroom disruptions should be kept to a minimum.

Volunteers
All NWHS volunteers must adhere to the District volunteer policy KIA.
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Application Process

New West High School serves high school students up to age 21.  All students
wishing to attend New West must apply by completing an application.
Students living out-of-district will also complete a District Enrollment
Application.  Applications are accepted year round though applications are
generally reviewed in the late spring/early summer for course registration and
enrollment. Students may enter New West at the beginning of a new grading
period.

New West High School is a school of choice, which means students choose to
attend our school. The application process consists of two components:

1) an application (including the student and parent/guardian
questionnaires, and
2) an interview. Additional information may also be requested from
students or parents/guardians.

New students are accepted at the beginning of each grading period. Please note
that application does not guarantee acceptance to New West High School.
Incomplete applications will not be considered.

New West Exit Options
There are four options for exiting New West High School:

1. Graduation.  The student graduates.
2. Return. The student chooses to return to his/her home school

(Bu�alo/Kaycee High School or other) at the end of the grading term.
3. Transfer.  The student transfers to an out-of-district school or other

program.
4. Dismissal.  The student is dismissed from the program for failure to

comply with the program’s behavioral, academic progress, or
attendance expectations.
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Academics

The state of Wyoming requires 13 credit hours in English, math, science, and
social studies to earn a high school diploma. In addition to these requirements,
New West requires courses in PE/health, personal finance, self improvement,
and career exploration, in addition to 4.5 additional elective credit hours for a
total of 20 credit hours.

Graduation Requirements

Area of Study Credits* Description

English 4 State requirement

Math 3 State requirement

Science 3 State requirement. One year can be
computer science

Social Studies 3 State requirement. Social studies
courses can include history, American
government, and economics

PE/Health 1 .5 PE credit can be earned by successful
completion of 1 season of a district
sport

Personal Finance .5 Often integrated in a math course

Self Improvement (SEL) .5 Can be earned through our psychology
course

Career Exploration (SP) .5 Can be earned through several courses,
depending upon what is o�ered.

Other Electives 4.5 While some electives may be taught by
New West sta�, most are taken online,
by apprenticeship, internship, or on the
job training

Total 20

* Credits can be earned by successful completion (60%+) in a course or, in
some cases by competency-based equivalency examinations.
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Academics (Continued)
Online Courses
Online courses are used at New West for elective credit, credit recovery, and to
accommodate schedule conflicts.  All courses are o�ered via a District-approved
online learning platform.

Early Graduation
Board policy IKFA states “students may request to finish their schooling at the end of
the first semester of their senior year if they have met the necessary graduation
requirements.  Each request must be in writing and shall be reviewed in a conference
with the principal, counselor, at least one of the student's families/guardians, and the
student.  Final approval for all such requests shall be made by the Board through
recommendation of the principal.”

Academic Quarters
The school year is divided into four grading periods (nine-week quarters). Credits
toward graduation are awarded and added to student transcripts at the end of each
quarter.

Hathaway Scholarship
The Hathaway Scholarship was established to help Wyoming’s students prepare for
and pursue their post-secondary education in the state. Every Wyoming middle and
high school student is automatically eligible for the Hathaway Scholarship. By
maintaining a certain GPA, test scores, and class requirements throughout high
school, students have the opportunity to graduate and receive a Hathaway
Scholarship. Students can use their Hathaway Scholarship to pay for tuition at a
Wyoming community college or the University of Wyoming.

New West High School’s priority is to ensure each student reaches the goal of high
school graduation. Our curriculum is designed to meet the “provisional” level of the
Hathaway Scholarship requirements. For more information on Hathaway Scholarship
levels and requirements see www.hathawayscholarship.org.

http://www.hathawayscholarship.org
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Attendance Policies

New West High School is in compliance with all JCSD1 attendance policies (including
JEA, JH, JH-R, and JHB). According to Board policy JH-R “it is the responsibility of the
families/guardians to notify the school of the student's absence by 10am on the day of
the absence.”

The 5-Day Rule
Students are permitted 5 unexcused absences per nine-week quarter.  Students
exceeding this threshold in a class may be dropped from that class and receive a
failing grade.

Students exceeding 5 unexcused absences in all classes may be unenrolled from NWHS
and required to sit out one full quarter. The student may then reapply with no
guarantee of readmittance.

Attendance-Related Definitions

Attendance
Being in a designated classroom for a designated period of time or attending an
approved school activity.

Compulsory Attendance
Wyoming requires students to attend school for at least nine years, through at least
age sixteen, or completion of the tenth grade.

Tardy
A student is tardy if they are not present in the classroom at the beginning of a class.
Tardies that are greater than 10 minutes in length will be recorded as an absence
(Policy JH-R). Every 4 tardies for a given class will be recorded as 1 absence.

Absence
Not being in a designated classroom for a designated period of time. Per Policy JH-R,
an absence will be recorded if a student enters the classroom more than 10 minutes
after the designated beginning of class or misses 10 minutes without permission.
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Attendance-Related Definitions (Continued)
Excused Absences
According to JCSD1 policy JH-R, excused absences include, but are not necessarily
limited to

● illness that includes fever and/or vomiting
● illness or death in a student’s immediate family or guardian
● recognition of a student’s religious observances
● any absence that the parent/guardian has pre-approved with the building

attendance o�cer (principal or designee)

Unexcused Absences
According to JCSD policy JH-R, an unexcused absence is

● An absence occurring without the knowledge of the student’s
families/guardians

● An absence which the family/guardian does not communicate to the school as
required in the definition for an excused absence

● An absence without acceptable cause as determined by the building attendance
o�cer (principal or designee), all of which shall be considered unexcused from
school and the student will be considered truant.

It will be up to the discretion of individual teachers whether or not to accept work
missed as a result of unexcused absences.

Unexcused absences include, but are not limited to
● Missing over 10 minutes of class
● Shopping trips
● Oversleeping
● Missing the bus
● Hair, nail, tattoo, or cosmetic body-modification related appointments
● Babysitting siblings
● Car trouble (when another ride could be reasonably arranged)
● Leaving class without permission
● Staying home for non-essential reasons or when no excuse is provided
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New West Attendance Intervention Process

There is a strong correlation between school attendance and student success. Students
with few absences from school are more likely to perform better in school and more
likely to graduate. New West High School’s attendance policies have been developed to
promote student attendance, flexibly support students/families, and also hold
families accountable for student attendance.

New West High School is in compliance with all JCSD1 attendance policies (including
JEA, JH, JH-R, and JHB). According to Board policy JH-R “it is the responsibility of the
families/guardians to notify the school of the student's absence by 10am on the day of
the absence.”

Absences:
Families/guardians will be notified by phone on any day their student is absent for any
part of the day from New West High School. Students absent for any part of a school
day Monday through Thursday will be required to attend Friday School (8:00-10:00)
unless they have a written note from a doctor or have been excused by the principal
for extenuating circumstances. Students missing an assigned Friday school will lose
open campus privileges the following week.

A maximum of five absences are allowed per quarter (including doctor and principal
excused). Families will be notified of the accumulation of five absences by mail. Upon
a sixth absence, a meeting will be scheduled with the student and families/guardians
to develop a plan to improve attendance and maintain academic progress. This plan
will take the form of a written contract. Failure to fulfill the terms of the contract may
result in the student receiving no credit for the courses a�ected by attendance and/or
dismissal from New West High School

(A) Legal Action (Students under 16)
The state of Wyoming recognizes that it is in the best interest of students to attend
school; therefore, children under the age of 16 are required to attend. Students deemed
by the District to be habitually truant are required to be referred to the district
attorney. Parents/guardians can be found guilty of educational neglect when their
children under 16 are found to be truant.

(B) Legal Action (CHINS Act / Students 16-17).
The Child in Need of Supervision Act, W.S. 14-6-401 through 14-6-440 specifies, that
a "child in need of supervision" is: any child who has not reached his eighteenth
birthday who is habitually truant or has run away from home or habitually disobeys
reasonable and lawful demands of his parents, guardian, custodian or other proper
authority or is ungovernable and beyond control. "Child in need of supervision"
includes any child who has not reached his eighteenth birthday who has committed a
status o�ense.
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Student Expectations

New West High School students are expected to demonstrate the standards of
behavior and listening skills that are explicitly taught during the school year.
Specifically, these include the “6 P’s” and Attending Skills.

The 6 P’s are the standards of behavior we expect everyone in our school to adhere to
at all times:

Prompt. Students will strive to be on-time to school, class, and all school-related
meetings. At New West, as in the world outside school, early is on-time.

Prepared. Just as they would for a job, students should show up to school and class
with “the tools of the trade” (notebook, pencils/pens, school work, etc.). Students are
also expected to take care of themselves so they are physically, emotionally, and
mentally ready to learn when class begins. They  will do everything in their power to
make sure their basic needs are met (especially food and sleep).

Polite. Everyone at New West High School is expected to treat everyone else here with
dignity and respect. This includes using school-appropriate language and behavior at
all times. All students are at school for the same reason: To earn a high school
diploma.

Positive Mental Attitude. Students should adopt a positive mental attitude about their
work, school, and graduation. “What you think about, you bring about.”

Participate. Students are expected to be present for their classes both physically and
mentally, engage in their work and, at all times, make continuous progress toward
graduation.

Produce. Students are expected to do their best to produce quality work that meets the
criteria assigned by their teachers. When they are unclear about expectations, they
will seek clarification.
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Attending Skills are verbal and non-verbal behaviors displayed by students that
communicate that they are paying attention.

Being in the Moment. Being in the moment means tuning in to what’s going on and
turning o� the internal chatter.

Appropriate Body Language. Using appropriate body language includes facing the
person speaking if standing. If sitting, appropriate body language also includes sitting
upright.

Appropriate Eye Contact. It’s generally expected to make eye contact with whoever is
speaking to you. This is not true of all cultures and in all situations. It is important to
consider what is most appropriate in certain situations.

Appropriate Feedback. Using appropriate feedback includes responding to the speaker
to acknowledge you understand what they are saying. Feedback (especially in the
classroom) should always be on-topic, genuine, and reflect the student’s best e�ort.

Questions to Clarify or Validate. Students are expected to ask questions when they do
not understand class content or a teacher’s directions. They are also expected to ask
questions in order to confirm, or validate, what is being said.

Violating any of the above expectations or New West handbook rules may result in
dismissal from the program.
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Extracurricular Activities

New West High School students may participate in activities through Bu�alo High
School. Bu�alo High School is a member of Wyoming High School Activities
Association (WHSAA).  A student who participates in an activity must meet the
eligibility requirements 0f both Bu�alo High School and the state high school
activities association.

Activities Eligibility Policy
Students must maintain a 2.00 GPA and be passing all of their classes. Eligibility status
will be checked for the first time at the beginning of the 3rd week of the semester and
every Monday after that.

Implementation
Every week, students that are academically ineligible will be notified by the BHS
activities director on Monday morning.  Students will have until 3:34 pm on
Wednesday of that same week to bring their grades up.  Anytime an athlete is declared
ineligible they may practice but will not be allowed to travel or play.

Voluntary Student Accident Insurance
Johnson County School District No. 1 does not assume financial responsibility for
accidents occurring to students while they are attending school or participating in any
extracurricular activities.  Administration shall annually provide parents with
information related to purchasing voluntary student accident insurance.

K & K Voluntary Accident Insurance Enrollment

Coverage & Rates

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uAYSX-DUtvsMoD73ot7pKk7chGeDGZSk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_a7RIk4ZFD2qnUwQDlibv5Q8-rp8oFyo/view
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Student Health & Wellness

Student Health
If a student becomes ill at school, the school will contact families/guardians before the
student will be released from school.  The school is equipped to give limited
emergency aid only.  Families/guardians  will be contacted in case of any serious
injury that requires further treatment.

Immunizations
The Mandatory School Immunization Law is in e�ect in Wyoming. All children under
the age of 11 are to be fully immunized against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis
(whooping cough), polio, measles, mumps, hepatitis B, and rubella (German or 3-day
measles).  The state health o�cer must approve religious or medical exemptions.  If
all immunizations are not complete, you will have a maximum of 30 days to complete
them, after which your child must be excluded from school if still not in compliance
with the law.

Prescribed Medication
Students needing occasional medications such as penicillin, etc., are to take these
medications at home if possible.  If medication must be given at school, the
parent/guardian of the student will need to deliver the medication and complete the
“Permission Form for Dispensing Medicine” form which is available from the school
administrative assistant.  The medication must be in the vendor’s container with the
label showing the manufacturers and physician’s directions and recommended
dosage.  A record of administration shall be maintained at the school. 

Over-the-Counter Medication
The school will not provide any kind of medication (Tylenol, cough drops etc.) for
students without written family/guardian permission.  This permission can be given
through the online registration process at the beginning of each school year.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmA3vwwt4dWU8s7QKGsvKgwcFEP88DazgUgvbYQPzpY/edit?usp=sharing


14

Other Information (Alphabetical)

Academic Dishonesty (Cheating)
Academic dishonesty is cheating through unauthorized assistance with the intent to
deceive a teacher. Examples include plagiarism, copying, falsifying information,
submitting work multiple times when not allowed, and helping someone else cheat.
For the first o�ense, a student may be required to redo the assignment or test, AND be
given a failing grade on the assignment or exam.  A second o�ense may result in a
failing grade for the term and placement in an alternative environment for earning
that credit.

Bus Regulations
Behavior expectations on school buses are the same as expectations in the classroom.
Further bus expectations will be given to bus students on the first day of riding the
bus.  Students not following bus regulations could be suspended from riding the bus
for a period of time.

Closure/Late Start/Early Release
If weather conditions or other unforeseen circumstances, JCSD#1 closes school for the
day, creates a late start, or an early release, the local radio stations (KBBS 1450-AM or
KLGT 93-FM) will broadcast a public service message. The district will also use its
broadcast system (phone/text/email) to also communicate this information to all
students, sta�, and families/guardians.

Communication (Teacher-Parent/Guardian)
New West High School values clear and regular communication with
families/guardians and will make every e�ort to maintain this communication
throughout a student’s experience at New West. Meetings can be requested at any
time by families/guardians, students, or sta�.

Controlled Substances
No student shall use, possess, distribute, or be under the influence of any alcohol or
controlled substances on school property, in connection with any school activity, or
while participating in any school activity.  This includes any drug paraphernalia
(pipes, papers, vape pens, Juuls, etc.). Violation of this provision is required to be
reported to law enforcement and is cause for suspension or expulsion from school.

Vapor Pens, Tobacco, & Tobacco Related Products
In accordance with school board policy and state law, there will be no
possession or use of vapor pens, tobacco, or tobacco related products (including
chew) on school property during the school day or during any school activity.
Violation of this expectation will result in confiscation of the vapor pen,
tobacco, or tobacco related product and will be referred to law enforcement.
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Other Information (Continued)

Counseling Services
All NWHS students have access to counseling services including academic and
personal counseling, crisis intervention, referrals, and coordination with agencies and
professionals outside the school setting, school testing programs, career exploration,
and post-graduate planning.

Dress Code
Students should be dressed to reflect positively upon themselves and New West High
School. Clothing that promotes or depicts any controlled substance, alcoholic
beverage, or tobacco product or its use is not allowed. Clothing that depicts or is
symbolic of pornographic, obscene images, or inappropriate/o�ensive language is not
allowed. Shoes must be worn at all times. Students with inappropriate clothing will be
asked to call someone to bring a suitable change of clothes. If this is not possible,
appropriate clothing will be provided to the student.

Fighting
Physical assault will not be tolerated. Intentionally causing or attempting to cause
physical injury to another person will result in disciplinary actions that may include
suspension or expulsion. Assault and battery are crimes and will be reported to law
enforcement.

Fire Drills & Security Drills
Fire drills and security drills will be held at regular intervals.  Such practice is important
and should be approached seriously. Procedures for all emergencies are posted in all of
your classrooms & will be practiced periodically throughout the school year.

Fridays/Friday School
School is open to all students Friday mornings from 8:00-10:00.  Students who are
absent from any class period Monday-Thursday (without a Dr. note or Principal
approval) or have  a course score below 70% are required to attend Fridays.  Students
with behavioral issues may also be assigned Friday school. Students missing an
assigned Friday school will lose open campus privileges the following week.

Insubordination
Insubordination is not following the reasonable requests of school sta�. Students not
complying with New West sta� direction will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis by
the principal.

Insurance
Johnson County School District No. 1 does not assume financial responsibility for
accidents occurring to students while they are attending school or participating in any
extracurricular activities.  Administration shall annually provide parents with
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information related to purchasing voluntary student accident insurance. (Board Policy
JHA)

Leaving School Grounds (Open/Closed Campus) - Permits & Waivers
New West has a closed campus for freshmen and sophomores. Lunch is closed for the
first two weeks of all grading periods for all students. After that, students maintaining
“good status” are permitted to leave campus at lunch. Good status refers to meeting
NWHS attendance, academic, and behavior expectations:

● At least 70% in each class
● Not missing any school (unless doctor or principal excused)
● Attending Friday school if assigned
● No disruptive behavior

Status for the next week will be evaluated by sta� every Friday (or the last day of the
school week). Notice will be sent via Remind on the last day of the prior week so
families can make lunch plans. Also, students who abuse the open campus will forfeit
their privilege of being able to leave the building during the lunch period. Returning to
school late, using prohibited substances (tobacco, vape, etc.), and coming back to
school under the influence of drugs or alcohol are all abuses of our open campus.

Waivers
Students who wish to transport themselves to o�-campus activities including
on-the-job training, apprenticeships, or other school activities must have a
family/guardian signed waiver on file at New West High School.

Permits
Students must receive a permit from school sta� in order to leave the school
during the day. Permits will only be issued when students have written or
verbal permission from a parent which is presented to sta� prior to the student
leaving the building.

Library
All New West students will have access to materials available through the JCSD#1
library program. It is also highly recommended that each student obtains a Johnson
County Public Library card as well. In addition to books and other reading materials,
the library provides internet access as well as quiet spaces (including private rooms)
for working. How to get a county library card Guide link.

https://jclwyo.org/Pages/get-your-card
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Other Information (Continued)

Lunch and Breakfast Program
Both school lunch and breakfast are available at New West High School.  The cost of
breakfast is $1.50 for those paying full price, $0.30 for those qualifying for a reduced
priced breakfast, and we also have a free breakfast for qualifying students. Adult
breakfast will cost $1.75.

Lunches will consist of protein, fruit and/or vegetables, grain, and milk. The cost of
lunch is $3.25 for those paying full price, $0.40 for those qualifying for reduced
lunches.  Adult lunches cost $4.00.

Federal and state regulations make no provision for charging breakfast or lunch, so
please help us follow these regulations by making sure lunches are paid for in advance.
Information regarding the free and reduced price lunch program is emailed to families
at the beginning of the school year, or can be found on the Nutrition Services page of
the district website.  Those who wish to apply may complete the application while
updating your child’s demographic information on the family portal, or by calling the
school o�ce for assistance.  This information must be updated annually.

The USDA prohibits discrimination in the administration of its programs. To file a complaint, write to
the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250.

Medications
According to Board policy JLCD, students must have parent/guardian permission to
receive any type of medication at school, with the exception of emergency medication
kept routinely on hand and for which standing orders have been written (i.e. epi pens).

Parking
Students should park in designated parking spots around the New West High School
building. No one should park in the loading area or the accessible (handicapped)
parking spot unless eligible. Students are asked to display common courtesy when
parking, not to block other cars when entering and leaving the parking lot.

Accessible Parking
There are accessible parking spaces just outside the front and back doors.  Do
not park in them unless you have the appropriate parking permit.

Phones
Academic success is compromised by phone distraction and New West High School
places student success first. Therefore, students may use their personal phones before
school and at lunch. Phones can either be left in student vehicles or assigned lockers.
If students need to receive messages, families/guardians may call the school
307-217-7030 and the students will be notified.

https://www.jcsd1.us/page/nutritional-services
https://family.titank12.com/
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Other Information (Continued)

Public Displays of A�ection
Appropriate hall behavior:  Holding hands, arm around friend, hugs (not
sustained).
Inappropriate behavior: Kissing or any other passionate gestures including
sustained physical contact.

Title IX
Title IX Coordinator: Dr. Steve Miller, 601 West Lott St Bu�alo, WY 82834
Email: TITLEIX@jcsd1.us,  Telephone: (307) 684-9571

Weapons
Possession or use of a weapon on District property or in association with any District
related or school sponsored event is strictly prohibited.  A student found possessing or
using a weapon on District property at any time including any school-sponsored
activity may be subject to disciplinary (suspension or expulsion) and/or legal action.
Administration will confiscate any article identified as a weapon.  (Please see JCSD
Board Policy JICI for examples of weapons). Leave your guns and knives at home.

Vandalism
Intentionally causing or attempting to cause damage to school/private property,
stealing or attempting to steal school/private property.

mailto:TITLEIX@jcsd1.us
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Prohibited Behavior

The following behaviors are not only not allowed at New West, they are illegal either
by state or federal law. These behaviors obviously have a negative e�ect on our
students and our learning environment. Therefore, every instance of these prohibited
behaviors will be dealt with seriously.

Harassment, Intimidation, or Bullying
Harassment, intimidation, or bullying of students at school is prohibited.

Harassment, intimidation, or bullying means any intentional gesture or any
intentional electronic (cyber-bullying, social media), written, verbal, or physical act,
or statement negative in nature that a reasonable person under the circumstances
should know will have the e�ect of:

1. Harming a student physically or emotionally, damaging a student’s property, or
placing a student in reasonable fear of personal harm or property damage;

2. Insulting or demeaning a student, or group of students, causing substantial
disruption in, or substantial interference with, the orderly operation of school; or

3. Is so su�ciently severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating,
threatening, or abusive educational environment for a student or group of
students.

“Written” acts include, but are not limited to handwritten or typed communications,
e-mails, text messages, blogs, and other forms of electronic communications (The
full text of District policy JICFA can be found on the District’s website).

Sexual Harassment
No type of harrassment, including sexual harassment, will be tolerated at New West.
Sexual harassment is behavior characterized by the making of unwelcome and
inappropriate sexual remarks or physical advances in a workplace or other
professional or social situation. Sexual harassment can take place online as well as in
person. This behavior may be considered grounds for suspension or removal from the
program.

Physical Sexual Harassment Examples:  Deliberate touching, squeezing, or
pinching; unnecessary brushing against a person's body; forcing someone to
have sex.
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Prohibited Behavior (Continued)

Verbal Sexual Harassment Examples:  Sexual jokes or statements that have
nothing to do with a class or school activity; demeaning comments about a
female's menstrual period or her physical attributes; pressure for dates;
repeated flirting; verbal abuse about sex; unwanted comments about
someone's body; unwelcome insults, whistles, suggestive comments, jokes,
notes, or pictures.  Further description in Board Policy JICFA.

In all cases of sexual harassment, district policy will be followed. The
families/guardians of the student will be contacted and the student will
conference with sta� and the NWHS administrator,  who will then determine
further disciplinary action (including but not limited to: School Counseling;
Detention; Social Probation; In-School Suspension; Out-of-School Suspension;
Expulsion; Calling the Police).

Hazing = Harassment, Intimidation, and/or Bullying
New West holds to a zero tolerance of hazing of a student or group of students.  The
Principal will determine disciplinary actions.  Hazing or initiations are not acceptable
behaviors.  Hazing, by definition, is “Any humiliating or dangerous activity expected
of a student to belong to a group, regardless of their willingness to participate.”
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Complaints/Concerns

If a student or parent has a concern about a school policy or an employee, the
following procedure should be followed in order to resolve the problem as
quickly as possible:

1. Contact the person with whom you have a complaint to discuss both
sides of the story.

2. If the problem still exists, contact the principal.
3. If still unresolved, contact the superintendent.
4. Obtain an o�cial complaint form at the Administrative O�ce (601 West

Lott St) and submit a formal complaint to the Board of Trustees.  (Board
Policy KE)

Anything not covered in the policies of the Wyoming Education Code of 1969,
as amended, the school board policies, or specifically dealt with in this
handbook will be handled in a fair, reasonable, and consistent manner by New
West sta�.

Nondiscrimination: The Johnson County School District does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission or
access to, or treatment or employment in its educational programs or activities.
Inquiries concerning Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, and ADA may be referred to the
Superintendent, School Administration O�ce, 601 West Lott Street, Bu�alo,
Wyoming 82834, or (307) 684-9571, or the O�ce for Civil Rights, Region VIII, U.S.
Department of Education, Federal Building, Suite 310, 1244 Speer Boulevard,
Denver, CO 80204-3582, or (303) 844-5695 or TDD (303) 844-3417.  This
publication will be provided in an alternative format upon request.
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Appendix

New West Weekly Schedule

Period Time (Mon-Thurs) Friday

1 8:00-9:05 Friday School is from 8:00-10:00am.

ALL students may CHOOSE to attend
Friday School.

Friday School is required for any student
with grades below 70%

Friday School is required for any student
with an unexcused absence for any class
period Monday-Thursday.

All students are welcome at Friday school.

Breakfast/
Study Hall

9:05-9:35

2 9:35-10:40

3 10:40-11:45

Lunch 11:45-12:15

4 12:15-1:20

5 1:20-2:25

6 2:25-3:30
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Johnson County School District 1:1 Initiative

At the present time, all New West High School students are issued a
Chromebook for school use after they have read and signed the 1:1 Handbook
linked to below.

Chromebooks will be used at New West daily and it is highly recommended that
students keep their Chromebooks at New West, charging in the computer cart
overnight.

Students are responsible for the condition of the computers. Insurance is
available and highly recommended to all students.

JCSD1 1:1 Initiative Handbook

Johnsonnet/Internet Acceptable Use Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ch0EL4PGj_PDxi574MTHkNAlV7D6vGU4wgRkV_XKXzo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fueLVnpHuEabH7mthanuIgmPQoKFx364kjciduRg87c/edit?usp=sharing
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New West 2022-23 Course Listings

Quarters 1-2

Math
Pre-Algebra
Basic Geometry
Consumer Math

Science
Anatomy/Physiology
Biology
Earth Science
Plant Science

History
American Government
American Literature/History
Big History–LA, SC, SS
US History
World Cultures
World Geography
Psychology

English
Business English
English 1
English 2
English 3
Film Studies

Electives
Culinary
Strength and Conditioning
World of Work (OJT)

Flex Point (Online) Courses

Quarters 3-4

Math
Pre-Algebra
Basic Geometry
Consumer Math

Science
Anatomy/Physiology
Biology
Earth Science
Plant Science

History
American Government
American Literature/History
Big History–LA, SC, SS
US History
World Cultures
World Geography
Sociology

English
Business English
English 1
English 2 (Nutrition/Wellness
Literature)
English 3 (Env. Science &
Literature)

Electives
Culinary
Strength and Conditioning
World of Work (OJT)

Flex Point (Online) Courses
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New West 2022-23 Calendar
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New West Counseling Services

Professional Disclosure Statement

As a member of New West High School support sta�, the counselor, along with the educational

team, will work together to coordinate student services. Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is

embedded throughout the New West  curriculum, with the transition to adulthood,

career/post-secondary planning and overall well-being, an overall focus. Referrals for school

counseling are accepted by students, school faculty and parents. School counseling is brief and

solution focused; therefore, students requiring more long-term or intensive counseling will be

referred to outside agencies.

Experience:

·Johnson County Schools in Bu�alo, WY since 2010. Prior experiences in residential facilities

and school districts in Wyoming and New York State.

·Since May 1997 I have practiced as an educator and/or been a clinician in the public school

system, mental health/foster-adoption agencies, suicide/crisis hot line, emergency room

sexual assault advocate and a residential facility for adjudicated females, serving children,

adolescents, and adults.

Education:

·M.Ed. in Special Education (Sensory Disorders) Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX 2020

·M.A. in Clinical Psychology from Union Institute & University, Brattleboro, VT 2006

·B.A.  in Elementary & Special Education from University of Wyoming 1997

Licensure:

● Wyoming Professional Teaching Standards Board  since 1997

● National Board Certified Teacher- Exceptional Generalist K-12 since 2013

● ACVREP Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist since July 2020

● Wyoming Mental Health Licensing Board (PPC #1233) I am currently under the clinical

supervision of Dr. Terry Faulkner:  Abintra Psychological Associates -175 N Pine St.

Bu�alo, Wyoming 307-684-5828

Confidentiality: The information shared with me is treated with the greatest respect.

Generally, information shared in counseling will not be shared with anyone. As required by

law, however, there are several limits to confidentiality. These limits include threat or harm to

self or others, suspected child or elder abuse or neglect, and by court order. Additionally,

information may be shared with a school administrator if behavior reported is a violation of

school policy and must be reported; if the counselor needs advice and needs to consult with a

fellow counseling professional; if informing an administrator or classroom teacher is in the

student's best interest; if making parents aware of certain situations shared in counseling is in

the student's best interest and/or  if  requested by the student that the counselor tell someone

else. In the latter situations, sharing of information will be discussed with the student and will



27

only be shared on a need to know basis in an ethically and helpful manner. In group

counseling, the expectation of confidentiality is shared with students and students are asked to

sign a confidentiality agreement. However, confidentiality in a group can be di�cult to

maintain. As such, students are encouraged to share certain information with me in individual

meetings.

Rights and Responsibilities

As a licensed counselor, I will abide by the American Counseling Association’s Code of Ethics.

A copy of the statement of the Code of Ethics is available upon request. This document informs

you of acceptable counselor practices and expected behavior.  No fee is charged for services

within the school district.

Parental or Guardian  Consent

Consent for __________________________________ (Print student’s name)

If your child has been screened for participation in a small group or individual counseling,

parent/guardian consent is required. Counseling is based on a trusting relationship between

counselor and student, so information shared in counseling is confidential, except in certain

situations where there is an ethical responsibility to limit confidentiality, and you will be

notified.  These situations are:

● If the student reveals he or she is being harmed or harming another person;

● If the student reveals information about child abuse; or

● If the counselor's records are subpoenaed by the courts.

By signing this form, I give my informed consent for my child to participate in small group

and/or individual counseling.  I understand that confidentiality is necessary in the counseling

relationship and will be kept, except in the already stated situations.

(Student’s Name) (Grade)                      Date

________________________________________     _____________

(Parent/Guardian Signature) Date

_______________________________________    ______________
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New West High School
2022-23 Application Packet

Thank you for your interest in New West High School, JCSD 1’s alternative high school.
Our school o�ers an alternative experience for students whose educational needs are
not being met by our district’s non-alternative schools and are at-risk of educational
failure.

New West High School is a school of choice, which means students choose to attend
our school. The application process consists of two components: 1) this application
(including the student and parent/guardian questionnaires, and 2) an interview.
Additional information may also be requested from students or parents/guardians.

New students are accepted at the beginning of each grading period. Please note that
application does not guarantee acceptance to New West High School. Incomplete
applications will not be considered.

School Counselor Responsibilities
__ Transcript (high school) __ Discipline records
__ Current grades __ Attendance records
__ Assessment results (WY-TOPP, ACT) __ 504 or IEP (if applicable)

Parent/Guardian Responsibilities
__ Birth certificate and immunization records (if new to district)
__ Registration Form
__ Attendance policy signature
__ $40 student activity fee (due at time of enrollment)
__ Signed records request (if out of district)
__ Parent/Guardian Questionnaire & Observation forms

Student Responsibilities
__ Application Completion (including Student Questionnaire)
__ Interview w/NW sta�
__ Attendance/Behavior Expectations Signature

For O�ce Use Only
Applicant’s Name ___________________
Contact Name _____________________ Contact Phone # ___________
Date Application Received ______________ Initials _____
Interview Day and Date ____________________ Time _________
Student Information
Date: _______________
Student Name: ________________________________
Date of Birth: ______________________ Age: ____  Grade: ________
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Mailing Address: ________________________________________
City: ___________________ Zip: _________________________
Student Phone Number: __________________________
Are you currently attending school?     Yes     No
Name of school _______________________________
If not, date of last school attendance: __________________
Do you have a driver’s license:     Yes No

Parent / Guardian Information
Name __________________________________
Phone Number: __________________________
Is student living with a parent or legal guardian:     Yes No
If no, with whom: ___________________________________
Relationship to student: ________________________
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Student Questionnaire

Student Name: ______________________

Directions: Complete each item to the best of your ability and be prepared to discuss
your answers with our sta�.

1. New West is a high school for students whose needs are not being met by their
home school, putting them at-risk of educational failure. Which of the following
conditions do you feel apply to you?

At-Risk Factors Y N ?

Chronic absenteeism and/or truancy

Low GPA (< 1.5)

Failed 1 or more classes in the past year

Over-age / under-credited

Attended multiple schools within the previous 2 years

Documented pattern of substance abuse

Lacks secure housing

Has been suspended from school multiple times

Pregnant or a parent

Emancipated or unaccompanied youth

Previous dropout

History of abuse or neglect

Parent/guardian in prison

In the justice system (probation, etc.)

Serious personal, social, emotional, or medical issues

Referred by the court or another agency

Dysfunctional home life

Demonstrates behavior that is detrimental to their academic
progress
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1. Do you want to earn a high school diploma? If so, why?

2. If you are accepted at New West this year, what will be your three main goals?

3. What is your greatest need at the moment?

4. Do you intend to go to college (including tech schools or community colleges)?
If not, what are your plans?

___ Full time job
___ Other Training
___ Military

5. Are there any current New West students you are connected to or know? Explain
whether those relationships are positive or negative.

6. How can New West help you be successful? Be as specific as possible.

7. What special consideration should we give you in our selection process? Is there
anything else you would like the review team to know?
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Parent/Guardian Questionnaire

Student Name: ________________________________________

Please complete each question to the best of your knowledge.

1. New West is a high school for students whose needs are not being met by their
home school, putting them at-risk of educational failure. Which of the following
conditions do you feel apply to you?

At-Risk Factors Y N ?

Chronic absenteeism and/or truancy

Low GPA (< 1.5)

Failed 1 or more classes in the past year

Over-age / under-credited

Attended multiple schools within the previous 2 years

Documented pattern of substance abuse

Lacks secure housing

Has been suspended from school multiple times

Pregnant or a parent

Emancipated or unaccompanied youth

Previous dropout

History of abuse or neglect

Parent/guardian in prison

In the justice system (probation, etc.)

Serious personal, social, emotional, or medical issues

Referred by the court or another agency

Dysfunctional home life

Demonstrates behavior that is detrimental to their academic progress
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2. Why do you want your student to attend New West High School?

3. Please provide a relevant medical history for your student (i.e. Has/does your
student take medication? For what conditions?)

4. What role do you play in your student’s education?

5. One of the greatest predictors of student success is parental support. Will you
commit to support your student by attending a series of evening parent support
classes at New West?    YES     NO

Parent Signature ____________________________ Date_________

Printed Name ______________________________

Thank you for your interest in New West High School. Please send or deliver your
completed application to:

New West High School ℅
Johnson County School District 1
29891 Old Hwy 87
Bu�alo, WY 82834

If this student is a potential candidate for New West High School, you will be
contacted to schedule a student interview.


