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Start of the School Year Information

Dear Reede Gray Families:

By now, you should have received a letter indicating the homeroom teacher for your child, along with

other information welcoming you to the start of another great year at Reede Gray in the mail.  If you

have not received that information, please call Cindy Schliewe in the elementary office to request the

information. Please take the time to read and discuss this information with your child. Note

important changes. This information will help avoid issues as the school year progresses.

COVID-19 Mitigation

Reede Gray Elementary School will be following all requirements from the Minnesota Department of

Education (MDE) and Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). We are doing everything we can to

ensure students, staff, families, and community members are safe, while also providing a quality

education for our students. Here are some measures that will be taken at the elementary:

▪ Masks are optional for students and staff in the building.
▪ Hand sanitizer will be in all classrooms and should be used by students when entering

rooms
▪ Signage will be placed around the building as reminders on social distancing,

signs/symptoms of COVID-19, hand washing, etc.
▪ Students should be screened at home each morning prior to getting on the bus or arriving

at school. This includes temperature screening and a check for signs/symptoms of
COVID-19.

Online Forms

Redwood Valley School District will continue to utilize online system for our forms and documents for

your convenience.  Most of the required forms for the school year have been uploaded to your Skyward

access system.  Please be sure to fill out all required forms prior to school starting.  If you need help with

your password or accessing Skyward, please contact Cindy at 644-7628. Forms will be available starting

August 22.



As the technology use agreement is a part of this form, students who have not completed this by

September 16th, may lose access to the internet, school email, and the server.  Please ensure this form is

completed by September 16th.  Paper copies are available in the office, as needed.

Back to School Night

Date = Tuesday, August 30th

for kindergarten

Time = 4:30-6:00 pm

Kindergarten will be having a special VIP Welcome to School Night on Tuesday, August 30 th
from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Kindergarten students and their families will be given a tour of the building,
meet their teacher and play on the Reede Gray playground. We ask that if the student’s last name
beings with the letters A-H they attend starting at 4:30. If the student’s last name begins with the
letters I-Q they attend starting at5:00 and if the student’s last name begins with the letters R-Z
they attend starting at 5:30.

**This special event is intended to give incoming kindergarten students a chance to tour the
building, see their classroom and meet their teacher.  This event is for kindergarten students and
their guardiains.  We want them to have a chance to see the building without the big crowd of the
regular Open House.  Staff and classrooms of other staff will not be available on this night.

Date = Wednesday, August 31st

for grade 1-4

Time = 4:30-6:00 pm

Breakfast in the Cafeteria-NEW*

Breakfast will be served in the cafeteria this year instead of in the classrooms.  Breakfast will be optional

for students.  This will be done before the start of the school day starting at 7:50.  Those students

wanting to each breakfast should enter through the doors by the playground.  The family lunch account

will be charged $1.70 for breakfast.

Weekly Principal’s Newsletter

Each week you will receive the “Monday Minute” through Skyward (it will also be uploaded to the school

website) informing you have things that have taken place through the week and update you on

important things that will be coming up (events, deadlines, etc.).   Please ensure that the school has your

correct email address on file.



Daily Schedules

School starts at 8:10 a.m. and ends at 2:56 p.m.  Kindergarten students get dismissed at 2:51 to help

them get to the bus and get situated before the older students get on.

Parent/Teacher Communication

Skyward Family Computer Access is available for all families.  If you need assistance setting up your

account or gaining access, please contact the school.  Communication is an important key to the success

of your child’s education.  Please take time to contact (call or email) your child’s teacher(s) if you have

questions or concerns you would like to share.

To help with the communication efforts, Reede Gray will host parent/teacher conferences on the

following nights from.:

Thursday, November 10th 3:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 15th 3:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 23rd 3:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.

Monday, February 27th 3:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.

Food Allergies

RASD has adopted an “Allergy Aware” procedure, as we understand many students in our school have a

range of allergy and health concerns.  Rather than focusing on any one particular allergy (ex:  nuts, dairy,

fish, etc.), we want to provide the necessary supports for students on an individual basis.  For example, if

a student has a nut allergy, the site level principal and the school nurse will create a specific plan to

minimize the risk of exposure to nuts during the school day.

In the past, we have discouraged students from bringing nut products into the building.  Rather than

banning any one product, we want to work with students on an individual health plan.  Thus, it is

important that if your child has any health concerns, including allergies, you contact Kristen Anderson,

School Nurse, at 507-644-7628 (HS/MS) or 507-644-7111 (RG) to discuss this as soon as possible.

Books and Chromebooks

Schools may charge for lost or destroyed textbooks, workbooks, library books, and Chromebooks.  To do

so, the school must annually notify students and parents/guardians of the policy to charge a fee.

Through the school handbook and the district, you have been informed of these rights to charge fees.   If

Chromebooks are lost or damaged, it is the responsibility of the students/parents/guardians to pay for

any replacement or damages costs.



Free and Reduced Lunch

Forms will be included in the Back to School packets at Back to School Night.  These forms must be

completed and turned into the school as soon as possible to receive the Free and Reduced Lunch costs.

The paperwork must be completed and turned in to help ensure that your child will receive a

lunch/breakfast during the school day if your family qualifies.  All information is confidential and special

funding for programs for your child is tied to this reporting.  There will be a cost this year for lunch and

recess.  The cost for lunch for students is $3.00.  The cost for breakfast for students will be $1.70.  Your

attention to returning the filled form is appreciated.

Attendance

The current district attendance policy can be found on the school website or a printed copy may be

available on request at the middle school office.  To help us keep accurate attendance, it is critical that

you call us or send a note regarding your child’s absence, regardless of their age.  All absence must be

excused within two days or they become unexcused.  This is the responsibility of the student and the

parents.  If you believe an absence or tardy is incorrect, it is important to notify the school immediately

so that it may be checked and corrected if necessary.  Students with over eight (8) days of absences will

be required to submit medical documentation or consult with the school nurse.  Failure to do so will

result in each absence after eight (8) being marked “Unexcused”.  Further, Minnesota’s compulsory

attendance law states that excessive unexcused absences or truancies (seven or more unexcused days)

will result in a truancy citation being filed with the County Attorney for students ages 17 and under.

Pledge of Allegiance

The State of Minnesota has determined that schools will say the Pledge of Allegiance on at least a weekly

basis.  It is your child’s choice to participate during this time   It is important that students are respectful

of others decision to participate.  It is expected that students remain respectful during the reciting of the

Pledge of Allegiance by not talking or messing around but sitting or standing quietly.

We are looking forward to the start of the school year.  It is an exciting time of year.  It is helpful to talk

to your child about the information in this document to help them be successful right from the start.

Handbooks are available on the school website or hardcopy in the Reede Gray Elementary office.

Thank you for taking time to read through this information.  We are excited to get the 2022-2023 school

year off to a great start!

Sincerely,

Paul van der Hagen

Reede Gray Elementary Principal


