
Policy 2335  Opting-out of our statewide summative assessment 

 

West Virginia law nor the regulations of the West Virginia Board of Education contain any provisions for 

“opting-out” of the West Virginia General Summative Assessment (WVGSA), and we are aware of no 

legal right for parents or students to do so.  

W.Va. Code §18-8-1 requires that all children attend public school, a nonpublic school, or be educated at 

home. For students who attend public school, state regulations permit parents to have their children opt 

out of only one specific aspect of the public school curriculum. (See W. Va. Code §18-2-9, permitting 

parents to opt out of instruction in the prevention, transmission and spread of acquired immune 

deficiency syndrome and other sexually transmitted diseases.)  

W.Va. Code §18-2E-5 also requires the West Virginia Board of Education to establish a comprehensive 

statewide summative assessment program. The statewide assessment program is used to assess student 

progress, determine college and career readiness, and is a factor used in school accreditation. There is 

no exception allowing parents and students to refuse to participate in the statewide student assessment 

program.  

Though there is no right to “opt-out” of our statewide summative assessment, the West Virginia 

Department of Education does not advocate that disciplinary action be taken against a student should 

the student's parents refuse to have him or her tested. However, a county board of education does have 

the authority to adopt an individual county policy that requires students who refuse to participate in the 

assessment to complete meaningful, alternate academic assignments commensurate with the amount 

of rigor and time for the student who is engaged in testing. Such assignments would be completed 

during the same time other students are testing and would become part of the student’s grade.  

Therefore if a parent/student refuses to participate in the WSGSA, Braxton County will administer a 

comprehensive, end of year test in Math, ELA and Science (where applicable) and will be equal to 25%  

of their final grade in the subject area of Math, ELA and Science (if applicable).   
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