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Introduction
Ennis Public Schools continues to proactively look at the return to school plans for the
2021-2022 school year.The safety and health of our staff, students, and communities is
our top priority and we understand the importance of developing and executing a school
reopening plan that meets the needs of our staff, students and families.  We do ask that
families continue to be flexible and supportive.

We have changed since March of 2020 on how we teach kids and how we operate our
schools.  The challenges we have been faced with as a district and community have
definitely affected our everyday lives.  The reopening decisions made by the district are
based on recommendations of the CDC, American Association of Pediatrics,Montana
Office of Public Instruction, local healthcare providers, Madison County Public Health,
and the Ennis School Board of Trustees. Following these recommendations will
hopefully reduce the chances of Covid-19 in our school allowing us to keep our doors
open.

This plan serves as a guide for families and does not detail out all the procedures and
protocols.  Ennis Schools administration, staff, local health officials, and trustees will
assess this plan on a regular basis to determine any changes.

Communication is vital and all shareholders are expected to check the school website,
emails, mobile app, and power announcements to keep informed.  It is encouraged that
shareholders call the school if they have any questions, comments, or concerns.

This plan will focus on the following categories:
❖ Academics
❖ Business
❖ Extracurricular, Activities, and Athletics
❖ Social, Emotional, and Behavioral
❖ Structural and Physical
❖ Transportation
❖ School Nutrition
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DISCLAIMER: Due to the uncertainty of Covid-19 and its changing nature, this plan can
change at any time to conform with new guidance. Please know that we have to be in
the mindset that we may see a positive case in our school.  We know that it may be
difficult to keep the virus out and will need to be able to adjust our plans accordingly.

FULL CAPACITY WITH RESTRICTIONS
❖ Ennis Schools will be open to onsite learning and activities five days a week and

will follow the board adopted Policy series 1900 and/or Governor or County
directed mandates.

❖ Ennis Schools will offer and provide an accredited online digital program  for
students who qualify under policy 1908F

❖ Ennis Schools will provide access to school meals in person or through curbside
for students who qualify under policy 1908F

Strategies for Reopening

Below outlines the strategies for the 2021-2022 school year.  Our plan
currently is to remain FULL CAPACITY WITH RESTRICTIONS. We
understand that this plan can change throughout the school year.
Academic
➔ Learning for students who opt out of onsite instruction must qualify under the

terms of Policy 1908F.
● Qualified families will fill out form 1908F and be assessed by the

administration for approval.
● Online learning for students who qualify under 1908F will be

through an approved accredited online digital program.

Structural and Physical
◆ Students will arrive at the designated school entrances no earlier than

7:45 a.m. and will be required to sanitize upon entry. Exception:  see K-6
Breakfast plans under the School Nutrition Section of the plan.

● HS lobby - Grades 7-12
● Elementary Office - Grades K-6
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● Bus students 6-12 will enter the JH entrance by the school garden
(Door # 4N) and bus students K-5 will enter the corner door by the
cafeteria (Door # 5W).

◆ Staff will be provided thermometers and may screen students as needed,
during morning routine and as needed in their classrooms if they are
demonstrating symptoms.  Students exhibiting symptoms based on Covid
checklist will be sent to the school nurse.

◆ Students showing symptoms will be examined by the school nurse and
assessed through a Covid-19 flowchart and algorithm to determine if the
student needs to be sent home.

◆ Cohorts will be developed amongst the Elem., JH, and HS to limit
exposure and close contact.

◆ Recess will be organized in a way to limit close contact between cohorts.
School Playgrounds will only be available during the regular school day to
students receiving on-site instruction.

◆ Hand sanitizer dispensers with a 60-90% alcohol solution will be at the
entrance of all classrooms, school entrances, offices, gyms, restrooms,
and common areas.

◆ Signage will be placed throughout the school to promote everyday
protective measures.

◆ Custodial staff will clean the school daily including classroom surfaces
after the instructional day from 3:30-11:30pm.

◆ UV lights will be utilized in classrooms as necessary during the school day
and  evening custodial hours to assist in disinfecting.

◆ It will be recommended and optional that students grades K-12 wear face
coverings during the instructional day per Policy 1905 - AMENDED
6/08/21

◆ Face coverings will be recommended and optional for all certified and
classified staff. Parent and community access to school district buildings
will not be allowed without prior arrangement.

◆ Staff will be provided adequate supplies to wipe down classroom and
office surfaces throughout the day and at the end of the day within their
contracted hours. Cleaners will be EPA approved.

◆ Teachers and classified staff will assist in wiping down lunch tables after
their students have finished eating to prepare the tables for the next class.

◆ Gyms, libraries, music rooms, and computer labs will be wiped down
between student use.

◆ Plexiglass barriers will be installed at the HS and Elementary offices for
purposes of speaking with students or parents.
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◆ Staff will spread students out and make all attempts to social distance
students as much as possible and as space allows in their classrooms.

◆ Students and staff will clean their hands by using the sanitization stations
prior to entering any room in the school.

◆ Each staff member will have access to hand sanitizers in their own
classroom.

◆ Proper handwashing will be expected and demonstrated as needed.
◆ Students and staff will be reminded to cover their coughs and to sneeze

into their elbows.
◆ Water fountains will be turned back on.  Students will be recommended to

bring their own water bottles and use the refill stations. Water fountain
button surfaces will be cleaned periodically during the day.

◆ Air handling systems will be maintained and filters changed regularly to
ensure air quality.

◆ Windows will be opened as necessary to keep air fresh.
◆ Closed campus will remain in place during the lunch period.

Transportation
➔ Strategies

◆ Only eligible transportees will be offered a bus service to and from school.
● Eligible transportees are those who live 3 miles or further from the

school on approved bus routes. Ineligible transportees (including in
town kids) will need to find alternative transportation.

◆ Riders and drivers will be required to wear a face covering on the bus at
this time per federal law.

◆ All buses will have an accessible hand sanitizer dispenser as students
enter the bus.

◆ Students will be required to sanitize as they get on the bus.
◆ Students will be assigned seats and will be required to sit with members of

the same household and spread out as practicable
◆ Students will be spread out every other seat if possible.
◆ Windows will be cracked open as needed (weather permitting) to keep air

fresh.
◆ Students will depart in reverse order upon arrival at the school.
◆ Transportation is only for those students who live on the route and

considered to be eligible transportees
◆ Buses will arrive between 7:40 a.m. and 7:45 a.m.daily
◆ Drivers will clean/disinfect the bus after each trip.
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Business
➔ Strategies

◆ Have adopted MTSBA COVID-19 Emergency Policy Series 1900.
◆ Have utilized Cares Act funding to pay for COVID related expenses and

will utilize ESSER funding to safely reopen school.
◆ Have kept PPE supplies ordered and in stock.
◆ Have utilized flexibility within the laws to utilize school funds to pay for

COVID related expenses.
◆ Adopted a resolution declaring an unforeseen emergency through June

30, 2022.
◆ School Nurse will remain full time for the entire school year.

Social, Emotional, and Behavioral
➔ Strategies

◆ Staff will identify and inform the administration and school counselors of
students experiencing difficulties socially, emotionally, or behaviorally.

◆ School Counselors and/or staff will talk with students having difficulties
socially, emotionally, or behaviorally.

◆ Proper Resources will be provided to the parents and staff to assist
students having difficulties, including more direct resources for
students/parents, such as ParentGuidance.org.

◆ Continue to look into other options for expanding mental health outreach
and treatment strategies.

Extracurricular, Activities, and Athletics
➔ Strategies

◆ Return to FULL extracurricular, Activities, and Athletics
◆ Recommend, but remain optional with mask requirements
◆ Recommend social distancing as much as possible
◆ Create home and visitor sections
◆ Make masks available and have sanitation stations available at all entries

to activities and events.
◆ Highly encourage fans/participants to stay home if they are experiencing

Covid-19 symptoms.
◆ NFHS streaming will be scheduled for all home events.
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School Nutrition
➔ Strategies

◆ Lunch will be provided for K-12 students onsite and offsite for only
students who qualify under policy 1908F

◆ Offsite students will receive a brown bag lunch that will be offered
curbside.

◆ Breakfast for K-6 will be provided in a way that incorporates Covid-related
mitigation strategies.  Breakfast will include grab and go breakfast to be
picked up at 7:40 a.m. and taken to individual class tables to be eaten
before the first bell at 7:55 a.m.  Students eating breakfast will need to
arrive by 7:40 a.m. to allow time to eat before the first bell rings.

◆ Staggered lunch times will be inplace to allow social distancing and
limiting staff and students in the cafeteria.

● Students will eat in cohort groups and be distanced as much as
possible while seated.

◆ Salad bar and deli offered for 7-12
◆ Grab-n-Go will be offered to grades 7-12 as they come into the school, to

be eaten during 1st period.
◆ Tables wiped down and disinfected after each use by school staff

Positive COVID Case at Ennis Schools confirmed by
the  Madison County Health Department

It has been our goal to safely return to school by taking all the proper
precautions for our staff and students. Regardless of our efforts, positive
cases may be reported in our school throughout the school year.   We will
continue to work with the Madison County Public Health Department and
comply with county health directives and the law when a staff member or
student has tested positive for Covid-19.  We will work closely with the
Madison County Health Department  on safely returning back to school
after a confirmed positive case.
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The following are procedures the district will follow in the event of a positive
case:
➔ Administration will notify staff and families while respecting

FERPA and HIPAA laws
➔ When permitted by law, school administration and the school

nurse will work with the Madison County Health department to
assist in determining close contacts, quarantines, and when
students/staff may return to school. The district will not make
decisions regarding access to or delivery of school services
based on vaccination status in accordance with state law.
(Quarantine or isolation orders are issued by Madison County
Public Health, not Ennis Schools).

➔ Continue onsite learning for those not quarantined and provide
remote learning for those quarantined.

➔ Provide remote learning for those who have tested positive and
determined close contacts under the law.

➔ In the event of a positive Covid-19 test, custodial staff will
conduct a thorough deep cleaning of the affected areas of the
school.

➔ Notify staff and families for return to school plans

We will be working with local health officials and trustees regarding the
trends and data within our county and community on confirmed COVID
cases.  We will use this information to assess our reopening plan on a
regular basis to determine additional procedures and protocols.

Expectations of Students, Parents, and Staff

Students
◆ DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL SICK OR IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSE

IS SICK OR SHOWING SYMPTOMS!!
◆ Students with a pending Covid-19 test should not come to the

school.
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◆ Communicate with your parents and teachers if you are not feeling
well

◆ Come to school each morning with a full stomach
◆ Practice good hygiene - cover your cough, sneeze into elbow
◆ Sanitize before entering the bus, school entrance, and each

classroom
◆ Only go to the restroom if you absolutely have to
◆ Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds
◆ Social distance as much as possible
◆ Grades K-12 optional and recommended to wear a face covering.

Policy 1905 updated 6/8/2021
◆ Respect each other and each other's feelings, beliefs, etc.
◆ Show up to school on time onsite and remotely
◆ Contact your teachers regarding classwork and/or check Google

Classroom if you are out sick

Parents
◆ DO NOT SEND YOUR KIDS TO SCHOOL SICK OR IF SOMEONE IN

YOUR HOUSE IS SICK OR SHOWING SYMPTOMS!!
◆ Parents with a pending Covid-19 test should not come to the school.
◆ Please drop off your child and avoid entering the building to limit

exposure.
◆ Health screen and check your child each day before you send your

child to school.
◆ Make sure your child eats breakfast each morning.
◆ Educate and demonstrate to your children proper hygiene and

handwashing.
◆ IF your child is sick and showing symptoms of COVID, please

consult with your healthcare provider.
◆ IF your child is symptomatic or sick at school you MUST pick them

up immediately.
◆ Your child must be cleared by a doctor to return to school after they

are sick.
◆ Communicate with your child's teacher on a regular basis.
◆ Contact your student’s teachers regarding classwork and/or check

Google Classroom if your child is out sick
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◆ Call the school or email your child’s teacher directly to set up
appointments.

◆ Check the school website and your emails for updated school
information

◆ Support the school in their efforts to return to school.
◆ Refrain from social media posts or conversations that are negative

towards the school.
◆ Contact the school administration if you have any questions or

concerns.

STAFF
◆ DO NOT COME TO WORK SICK OR IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSE IS

SICK OR SHOWING SYMPTOMS!!
◆ Students with a pending Covid-19 test should not come to the

school.
◆ Communicate with the administration if you are not feeling well.
◆ Enforce and follow the expectations of the return to school plan.
◆ Support the school in their efforts to return to school
◆ Will keep seating charts for each class
◆ Bus drivers will keep seating charts for their routes
◆ Clean your classroom surfaces consistently throughout the day and

before you leave each night .
◆ Monitor your students and perform periodic health checks on your

students.
◆ Remind students of proper hygiene and handwashing.
◆ Limit student restroom requests unless it is an emergency.
◆ Communicate with the school administration and school nurse if a

student is showing symptoms and not feeling well.
◆ Be a good communicator with all parents and students. Quarantined

students should be contacted  as needed throughout the school
day/week.

◆ Spread students out as much as possible in your classrooms as
space allows.

◆ Make sure to have kids sanitize before entering your classroom.
◆ Contact the administration if you have any questions or concerns.
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Resources

American Association of Pediatrics
www.aap.org

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-inf

ections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-i

n-person-education-in-schools/

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
https://www.cdc.gov/

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0723-new-resources-tools-
schools.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-child
care/schools.html

Montana Office Of Public Instruction
http://opi.mt.gov/Re-opening-Schools

Montana Public Education Center - MT-PEC
https://www.mt-pec.org/

School Administrators of Montana
https://www.sammt.org/

Montana Rural Education Association
https://mrea-mt.org/

https://www.aap.org/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0723-new-resources-tools-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0723-new-resources-tools-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
http://opi.mt.gov/Re-opening-Schools
https://www.mt-pec.org/
https://www.sammt.org/
https://mrea-mt.org/
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Montana School Boards Association
https://www.mtsba.org

This plan was approved on August 9th, 2021 by the Ennis Schools
Board of Trustees.

https://www.mtsba.org/home

