
Compulsory Attendance (4.3)

Every parent, guardian, person having lawful control of the child, or person standing in
loco parentis of any child age five (5) through seventeen (17) years on or before August
1 of that year who resides, as defined by policy (4.1—RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS),
within the District shall enroll the child and ensure the attendance of the child at a
District school with the following exceptions.

1.        The child is enrolled in private or parochial school;
2.        The child is being homeschooled and the conditions of policy
(4.6—HOMESCHOOLING) have been met;
3.        The child will not be age six (6) on or before August 1 of that particular
school year and the parent, legal guardian, person having lawful control of the
child, or person standing in loco parentis of the child elects not to have him/her
attend kindergarten. A kindergarten waiver form prescribed by regulation of the
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education must be signed and on file with
the District administrative office;
4.        The child has received a high school diploma or its equivalent as
determined by the State Board of Education;
5.        The child is age sixteen (16) or above and is enrolled in a post-secondary
vocational-technical institution, a community college, or a two-year or four-year
institution of higher education;
6.        The child is age sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) and has met the
requirements to enroll in an adult education program as defined by A.C.A. §
6-18-201 (b).

By the law, the parent/guardian and truancy officials will be notified when a child has
accumulated one-half (½) of the district’s allowed absences.  This will be after a child has five
(5) absences in a semester. Before a child reaches the maximum allowable absences (10), the
student and/or parent/guardian may request a conference regarding the student’s absenteeism and
establish an attendance plan. When a student has missed the total number (10) days in the
semester, an attendance committee will meet to accept documentation relating to the absences.
The acceptable written documentation includes verification of medical visits, funeral
information, court papers, or other emergency documentation approved by the administration.
When a student exceeds the maximum allowable absences (10), the White County Truancy
Officer will be notified. Additional absences will result in attendance committee action, court
action, possible loss of credit for courses, and/or grade promotion and any other consequence
that is mandated by law.



Attendance Report to Officials (4.44)

Arkansas law A.C.A. 27-16-701 requires every applicant for a driver's license or learner's permit
under the age of 18 to present proof of enrollment and satisfactory attendance in a public,
private, parochial, or home school, or receipt of a high school diploma or the equivalent.
Students must also have a C average (2.0) for the previous semester. Exceptions are made for
disabled students or those students deemed to be performing at their highest level of capability.
In the event that a student (under age eighteen) fails to regularly attend school or withdraws from
school and does not transfer to another school, Arkansas law A.C.A. 6-18-222 requires that the
Department of Finance and Administration be notified. The student's driver’s license may be
suspended as a result. The law states that when a student exceeds the number of excessive
absences, the school may notify the prosecuting or city attorney and that the student's
parents/guardians shall be subject to fine (not to exceed $500) as imposed by the court. It is the
responsibility of the parent/ guardian to see that their school age children are in attendance at
school. The parent/ guardian is to notify the school principal's office by phone, note, or in person
on the day of the absence, or accompany the student to school following the absence explaining
the reason for the absence. As evidence of parental support of our attendance policy,
parents/guardians are asked to schedule any necessary (doctor/dentist) appointments after school
hours if possible.

Attendance Committee

A committee consisting of the principal, counselor, teacher, and a student representative shall be
established and will review attendance and create an attendance plan.  Excessive absences
beyond ten (10) days per semester class may result in loss of credit in that class unless the
student provides valid documentation which adequately justifies the absence.

Student Transfers (4.4)

The Bald Knob School District, in conjunction with other districts in White County, shall review
and accept or reject requests for transfers, both into and out of the District, on a case by case
basis at the June, July, and August regularly scheduled board meetings. The transfer of a student
who has been released by another school district in August may be accepted in September. In
addition, during the months of September through May, a legal transfer may be considered by the
respective Boards in White County if the transfer would allow a student who changes district
residence during the school year to remain in school in the District he or she is currently
attending.

The District may reject a nonresident’s application for admission if its acceptance would
necessitate the addition of staff or classrooms, exceed the capacity of a program, class, grade
level, or school building, or cause the District to provide educational services not currently



provided in the affected school. The District shall reject applications that would cause it to be out
of compliance with applicable laws and regulations regarding desegregation.

Any student transferring from a school accredited by the Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE) to a school in this District shall be placed into the same grade the student
would have been in had the student remained at the former school. Any grades, course credits,
and/or promotions received by a student while enrolled in the Division of Youth Services system
of education shall be considered transferable in the same manner as those grades, course credits,
and promotions from other accredited Arkansas public educational entities.

Any student transferring from a school that is not accredited by DESE to a District school shall
be evaluated by District staff to determine the student’s appropriate grade placement. A student
transferring from homeschool will be placed in accordance with Policy 4.6—HOME
SCHOOLING.

Any person who has been expelled from any other school district shall receive a hearing before
the Board at the time the student is seeking enrollment in the District. The Board reserves the
right to not allow the enrollment of such students until the time of the person's expulsion has
expired following the hearing before the Board.

Except as otherwise required or permitted by law, the responsibility for transportation of any
nonresident student admitted to a school in this District shall be borne by the student or the
student’s parents. The District and the resident district may enter into a written agreement with
the student or student’s parents to provide transportation to or from the District, or both.

School Choice (4.5)

Definition: Standard School Choice, Exemption

The District is under an enforceable desegregation court order/court-approved desegregation
plan1 that explicitly limits the transfer of students between school districts and has submitted the
appropriate documentation to the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE). As
a result of the desegregation order/desegregation plan, the District is exempt from the provisions
of the Public School Choice Act of 2015 (Standard School Choice) and the Arkansas
Opportunity Public School Choice Act (Opportunity School Choice). The District shall notify the
superintendent of each of its geographically contiguous school districts of its exemption. The
exemption prohibits the District from accepting any school choice applications from students
wishing to transfer into or out of the District through standard School Choice or Opportunity
School Choice.



Definition: Sibling

"Sibling" means each of two (2) or more children having a common parent in common by blood,
adoption, marriage, or foster care.

Transfers into the District

Capacity Determination and Public Pronouncement

The Board of Directors will annually adopt a resolution containing the capacity standards for the
District. The resolution will contain the acceptance determination criteria identified by academic
program, class, grade level, and individual school. The school is not obligated to add any
teachers, other staff, or classrooms to accommodate choice applications. The District may only
deny a Standard School Choice application if the District has a lack of capacity by the District
having reached ninety percent (90%) of the maximum student population in a program, class,
grade level, or school building authorized by the Standards or other State/Federal law.

The District shall advertise in appropriate broadcast media and either print media or on the
Internet to inform students and parents in adjoining districts of the range of possible openings
available under the School Choice program. The public pronouncements shall state the
application deadline; the requirements and procedures for participation in the program; and
include contact information for the primary point of contact at the District for school choice
questions. Such pronouncements shall be made in the spring, but in no case later than April 15.

Application Process

The student's parent shall submit a school choice application on a form approved by DESE to
this District and the student’s resident district. Except for students who have a parent or guardian
who is an active-duty member of the military and who has been transferred to and resides on a
military base, the transfer application must be postmarked, emailed, or hand delivered on or
before May 1 of the year preceding the fall semester the applicant would begin school in the
District. The District shall date and time stamp all applications the District receives as both the
resident and nonresident district as they are received in the District's central office. Except for
applications from students who have a parent or guardian who is an active-duty member of the
military and who has been transferred to and resides on a military base, applications postmarked,
emailed, or hand delivered on or after May 2 will not be accepted. Statutorily, preference is
required to be given to siblings of students who are already enrolled in the District. Therefore,
siblings whose applications fit the capacity standards approved by the Board of Directors may be
approved ahead of an otherwise qualified non-sibling applicant who submitted an earlier
application as identified by the application's date and time stamp.



Students who have a parent or guardian who is an active-duty member of the military and who
has been transferred to and resides on a military base may submit an application and transfer at
any time if the student’s application:

1.        Is filed with the nonresident school district within fifteen (15) days of the parent's
or guardian's arrival on the military base;
2.        Includes the parent's or guardian's military transfer orders; and
3.        Includes the parent's or guardian's proof of residency on the military base.

The approval of any application for a choice transfer into the District is potentially limited by the
applicant's resident district's statutory limitation of losing no more than three percent (3%) of its
past year's student enrollment due to Standard School Choice. As such, any District approval of a
choice application prior to July 1 is provisional pending a determination that the resident
district's three percent (3%) cap has not been reached. The Superintendent shall contact a
student’s resident district to determine if the resident district’s three percent (3%) cap has been
met.

No earlier than January 1 of each year, the Superintendent will consider all properly submitted
applications for School Choice. By July 1, the Superintendent shall notify the parent and the
student’s resident district, in writing, of the decision to accept or reject the application.

Accepted Applications

Applications which fit within the District's stated capacity standards shall be provisionally
accepted, in writing, with the notification letter stating a reasonable timeline by which the
student shall enroll in the District by taking the steps detailed in the letter, including submission
of all required documents. If the student fails to enroll within the stated timeline, or if all
necessary steps to complete the enrollment are not taken, or examination of the documentation
indicates the applicant does not meet the District's stated capacity standards, the acceptance shall
be null and void.

A student, whose application has been accepted and who has enrolled in the District, is eligible
to continue enrollment until completing his/her secondary education. Continued enrollment is
conditioned upon the student meeting applicable statutory and District policy requirements. Any
student who has been accepted under choice and who fails to initially enroll under the timelines
and provisions provided in this policy; chooses to return to his/her resident district; or enrolls in a
home school or private school voids the transfer and must reapply if, in the future, the student
seeks another school choice transfer. A subsequent transfer application will be subject to the
capacity standards applicable to the year in which the application is considered by the District.

A present or future sibling of a student who continues enrollment in this District may enroll in
the District by submitting a Standard School Choice application. Applications of siblings of
presently enrolled choice students are subject to the provisions of this policy including the



capacity standards applicable to the year in which the sibling's application is considered by the
District. A sibling who enrolls in the District through Standard School choice is eligible to
remain in the District until completing his/her secondary education.

Students whose applications have been accepted and who have enrolled in the District shall not
be discriminated against on the basis of gender, national origin, race, ethnicity, religion, or
disability.

Rejected Applications

The District may reject an application for a transfer into the District under Standard School
Choice due to a lack of capacity. However, the decision to accept or reject an application may not
be based on the student’s previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurricular ability,
English proficiency level, or previous disciplinary proceedings other than a current expulsion.

An application may be provisionally rejected if it is for an opening that was included in the
District's capacity resolution, but was provisionally filled by an earlier applicant. If the
provisionally approved applicant subsequently does not enroll in the District, the provisionally
rejected applicant could be provisionally approved and would have to meet the acceptance
requirements to be eligible to enroll in the District.

An application may be provisionally rejected if the student’s application was beyond the
student’s resident district’s three percent (3%) cap. The student’s resident district is responsible
for notifying this District that it is no longer at its three percent (3%) cap. If a student’s
application was provisionally rejected due to the student’s resident district having reached its
three percent (3%) cap and the student’s resident district notifies this District that it has dropped
below its three percent (3%) cap prior to July 1, then the provisional rejection may be changed to
a provisional acceptance and the student would have to meet the acceptance requirements to be
eligible to enroll in the District.

Rejection of applications shall be in writing and shall state the reason(s) for the rejection. Unless
the student’s application was rejected due to the application not being timely received by both
the resident and nonresident districts, a student whose application was rejected may request a
hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the application. The request for a
hearing must be submitted in writing to the State Board within ten (10) days of receiving the
rejection letter from the District.

Any applications that are denied due to the student’s resident district reaching the three percent
(3%) limitation cap shall be given priority for a choice transfer the following year in the order
that the District received the original applications.



Transfers Out of the District

All Standard School Choice applications shall be granted unless the approval would cause the
District to have a net enrollment loss (students transferring out minus those transferring in) of
more than three percent (3%) of the average daily membership on October 15 of the immediately
preceding year. By December 1 of each year, DESE shall determine and notify the District of the
net number of allowable choice transfers. Students are not counted for the purpose of
determining the three percent (3%) cap if the student transfers.

1.        Through Opportunity School Choice due to the school receiving a rating of “F” or
a district classified as in need of Level 5 Intensive Support under A.C.A. § 6-18-227;
2.        Due to the district’s identification of Facilities Distress under A.C.A. § 6-21-812;
or
3.        Through the Foster Child School Choice under A.C.A. § 6-18-233.

If, prior to July 1, the District receives sufficient copies of requests from other districts for its
students to transfer to other districts to trigger the three percent (3%) cap, it will notify each
district the District received Standard School Choice applications from that it has tentatively
reached the limitation cap. The District will use confirmations of approved choice applications
from receiving districts to make a final determination of which applications it received that
exceeded the limitation cap and notify each district that was the recipient of an application to that
effect. The District shall immediately notify all receiving districts if it should drop back below its
three percent (3%) cap prior to July 1.

When the last successful application requesting to transfer out of the District before the District’s
three percent (3%) cap was triggered belonged to an individual who was a member of a group of
siblings who applied to transfer out of the District, the District shall allow all members of the
individual’s sibling group to transfer out of the District even though these applications are
beyond the District’s transfer cap.

Facilities Distress School Choice Applications

There are a few exceptions from the provisions of the rest of this policy that govern choice
transfers triggered by facilities distress. Any student attending a School District that has been
identified as being in facilities distress may transfer under the provisions of this policy, but with
the following four (4) differences.

1.        The receiving district cannot be in facilities distress;
2.        The transfer is only available for the duration of the time the student's resident
district remains in facilities distress;
3.        The student is not required to meet the May 1 application deadline; and
4.        The student's resident district is responsible for the cost of transporting the student
to this District's school.



Opportunity School Choice

Transfers Into or Within the District

For the purposes of this section of the policy, a “lack of capacity” is defined as when the
receiving school has reached the maximum student-to-teacher ratio allowed under federal or state
law, the DESE Rules for the Standards for Accreditation, or other applicable rules. There is a
lack of capacity if, as of the date of the application for Opportunity School Choice, ninety-five
percent (95%) or more of the seats at the grade level at the nonresident school are filled.

Unless there is a lack of capacity at the District’s school or the transfer conflicts with the
provisions of a federal desegregation order applicable to the District, a student may transfer from
the student’s assigned school to another school in the District10 or from the student’s resident
district into the District if:

1. Either:
a.        The student’s resident district has been classified by the state board as in
need of Level 5 — intensive support; or
b.        the student’s assigned school has a rating of "F"; and

2.        The student’s parent, guardian, or the student if the student is over eighteen (18)
years of age has submitted an application of the student’s request to transfer by no earlier
than January 1 and no later than May 1 of the school year before the school year the
student intends to both the sending and receiving school districts.

A student is not required to meet the May 1 application deadline if the student has a parent or
guardian who is an active-duty member of the military and who has been transferred to and
resides on a military base. The student may transfer at any time if the student’s application:

1.        Is filed with the nonresident school district within fifteen (15) days of the parent's
or guardian's arrival on the military base;
2.        Includes the parent's or guardian's military transfer orders; and
3.         Includes the parent's or guardian's proof of residency on the military base.

Except for those students who are applying to transfer within the time permitted due to the
student’s parent or guardians’ military service or seeking to transfer within the District, the
Superintendent shall notify in writing the parent or guardian, or the student if the student is over
eighteen (18) years of age, and the student’s resident district whether the Opportunity School
Choice application has been accepted or rejected by no later than July 1 of the school year the
student is seeking to enroll. If the student is seeking a transfer due to the student’s parent or
guardian’s military service or seeking a transfer within the District, the Superintendent shall
notify in writing the parent or guardian, or the student if the student is over eighteen (18) years of
age, whether the Opportunity School Choice application has been accepted or rejected within



fifteen (15) days from receipt of the student’s application.  The notification shall be sent via
First-Class Mail to the address on the application.

If the application is accepted, the notification letter shall state the deadline by which the student
must enroll in the receiving school or the transfer will be null and void.

If the District rejects the application, the District shall state in the notification letter the specific
reasons for the rejection. A parent or guardian, or the student if the student is over eighteen (18)
years of age, may appeal the District’s decision to deny the application to the State Board of
Education. The appeal must be in writing to the State Board of Education via certified mail,
return receipt requested, no later than ten (10) calendar days, excluding weekends and legal
holidays, after the notice of rejection was received from the District.

A student’s transfer under Opportunity School choice is effective at the beginning of the next
school year and the student’s enrollment is irrevocable for the duration of the school year and is
renewable until the student completes high school or is beyond the legal age of enrollment. This
provision for continuing eligibility under Opportunity Choice does not negate the student's right
to apply for transfer to a district other than the student's assigned school or resident district under
the Standard School Choice provisions of this policy.

The District may, but is not obligated to provide transportation to and from the transferring
district.

Transfers out of, or Within, the District
If a District school receives a rating of “F” or the District has been classified by the State Board
as in need of Level 5 Intensive Support, the District shall timely notify parents, guardians, or
students, if over eighteen (18) years of age, as soon as practicable after the school or district
designation is made of all options available under Opportunity School Choice. The District shall
offer the parent or guardian, or the student if the student is over eighteen (18) years of age, an
opportunity to submit an application to enroll the student in :

1.        A school district that has not been classified by the State Board as in need of Level 5
Intensive Support: or

2.        If there is more than one school within the District covering the grade level of the student
seeking to transfer that does not have a rating of “F”, a public school within the District that is
nearest to the student’s legal residence that not have a rating of “F”; or

3.        If there is not more than one school within the District covering the grade level of the
student seeking to transfer that does not have a rating of “F”, a public school that does not have a
rating of “F” within a school district that has not been classified by the State Board as in need of
Level 5 Intensive Support.



Additionally, the District shall request public service announcements to be made over the
broadcast media and in the print media at such times and in such a manner as to inform parents
or guardians of students in adjoining districts of the availability of the program, the application
deadline, and the requirements and procedure for nonresident students to participate in the
program.

Unsafe School Choice Program
Any student that becomes the victim of a violent criminal offense while in or on the grounds of a
District school or who is attending a school classified by DESE as a persistently dangerous
public school shall be allowed to attend a safe public school within the District.

Homeless Students (4.40)

The Bald Knob School District will afford the same services and educational opportunities to
homeless children as are afforded to non-homeless children. The Superintendent or his/her
designee shall appoint an appropriate staff person to be the local educational agency (LEA)
liaison for homeless children and youth whose responsibilities shall include, but are not limited
to:

1.        Receive appropriate time and training in order to carry out the duties required by
law and this policy;
2.        Coordinate and collaborate with the State Coordinator, community, and school
personnel responsible for education and related services to homeless children and youths;
3.        Ensure that school personnel receive professional development and other support
regarding their duties and responsibilities for homeless youths;
4.        Ensure that unaccompanied homeless youths:

a.        Are enrolled in school;
b.        Have opportunities to meet the same challenging State academic standards
as other children and youths; and
c.        Are informed of their status as independent students under the Higher
Education Act of 1965 and that they may obtain assistance from the LEA liaison
to receive verification of such status for purposes of the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid;

5.        Ensure that public notice of the educational rights of the homeless children and
youths is disseminated in locations frequented by parents or guardians of such youth, and
unaccompanied homeless youths, including schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup
kitchens, in a manner and form that is easily understandable.

To the extent possible, the LEA liaison and the building principal shall work together to ensure
no homeless child or youth is harmed due to conflicts with District policies solely because of the
homeless child or youth’s living situation; this is especially true for District policies governing
fees, fines, and absences.



Notwithstanding Policy 4.1, homeless students living in the district are entitled to enroll in the
District’s school that non-homeless students who live in the same attendance area are eligible to
attend. If there is a question concerning the enrollment of a homeless child due to a conflict with
Policy 4.1 or 4.2, the child shall be immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment is
sought pending resolution of the dispute, including all appeals. It is the responsibility of the
District’s LEA liaison for homeless children and youth to carry out the dispute resolution
process.

For the purposes of this policy “school of origin” means:
1.        The school that a child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school
in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool; and
2.        The designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools when
the child completes the final grade provided by the school of origin.

The District shall do one of the following according to what is in the best interests of a homeless
child.

1.        Continue the child's or youth's education in the school of origin for the duration of
homelessness:

a.        In any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years
or during an academic year; and
b.        For the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes
permanently housed during an academic year.

2.        Enroll the child or youth in any public school that non-homeless students who live
in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend.

In determining the best interest of the child or youth, the District shall:
1.        Presume that keeping the child or youth in the school of origin is in the child's or
youth's best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the child's or
youth's parent or guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth;
2.        Consider student-centered factors related to the child's or youth's best interest,
including factors related to the impact of mobility on achievement, education, health, and
safety of homeless children and youth, giving priority to the request of the child's or
youth's parent or guardian or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth.

If the District determines that it is not in the child's or youth's best interest to attend the school of
origin or the school requested by the parent or guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied
youth) the youth, the District shall provide the child's or youth's parent or guardian or the
unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of the reasons for its determination, in a manner
and form understandable to such parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth, including
information regarding the right to appeal. For an unaccompanied youth, the District shall ensure



that the LEA liaison assists in placement or enrollment decisions, gives priority to the views of
such unaccompanied youth, and provides notice to such youth of the right to appeal.

The homeless child or youth must be immediately enrolled in the selected school regardless of
whether application or enrollment deadlines were missed during the period of homelessness.

The District shall be responsible for providing transportation for a homeless child, at the request
of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the LEA Liaison), to and
from the child’s school of origin

For the purposes of this policy, students shall be considered homeless if they lack a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence and:

1.        Are:
a.        Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic
hardship, or a similar reason;
b.        Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack
of alternative adequate accommodations;
c.        Living in emergency or transitional shelters;
d.        Abandoned in hospitals; or

2.        Have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed
for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;
3.        Are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing,
bus or train stations, or similar settings; and
4.        Are migratory children who are living in circumstances described in clauses (1)
through (3)?

In accordance with Federal law, information on a homeless child or youth’s living situation is
part of the student’s education record and shall not be considered, or added, to the list of
directory information in Policy 4.13.

Placement of Multiple Birth Siblings (4.53)

The parent, guardian or other person having charge or custody of multiple birth siblings in grades
pre-K through 6 may request that the multiple birth siblings are placed in either the same or
separate classrooms. The request shall be in writing not later than the fourteenth (14th) calendar
day prior to the first day of classes at the beginning of the academic year. The school shall honor
the request unless it would require the school to add an additional class to the sibling’s grade
level. If one parent of multiple birth siblings requests a placement that differs from that of the
other parent of the same multiple birth siblings, the school shall determine the appropriate
placement of the siblings.



The school may change the classroom placement of one or more of the multiple birth siblings if:
1.        There have been a minimum of thirty (30) instructional days since the start of the
school year; and

a.        After consulting with each classroom teacher in which the siblings were
placed, the school determines the parent’s classroom placement request is:

i.            Detrimental to the educational
achievement of one or more of the siblings;

ii.            Disruptive to the siblings’
assigned classroom learning environment; or

iii.            Disruptive to the school’s
educational or disciplinary environment.

If a parent believes the school has not followed the requirements of this policy, the parent may
appeal the multiple birth siblings’ classroom placement to the Superintendent. The
Superintendent’s decision regarding the appeal shall be final

Enrollment in Home School (4.6)
Parents or legal guardians desiring to provide a homeschool for their children must give written
notice to the Superintendent of their intent to do so and sign a waiver acknowledging that the
State of Arkansas is not liable for the education of their children during the time the parents
choose to homeschool. Notice shall be given:

1.        At the beginning of each school year, but no later than August 15;
2.        Five (5) school days prior to withdrawing the child (provided the student is not
currently under disciplinary action for violation of any written school policy, including,
but not limited to, excessive absences) and at the beginning of each school year
thereafter.
3.        Within thirty (3) calendar days of the parent or legal guardian establishing
residency within the district during the school year.

The parents or legal guardians shall deliver written notice in person to the Superintendent the
first time such notice is given and the notice must include:

1.        The name, date of birth, grade level, and the name and address of the school last
attended, if any;
2.        The location of the home school;
3.        The basic core curriculum to be offered;
4.        The proposed schedule of instruction; and
5.        The qualifications of the parent-teacher.



To aid the District in providing a free and appropriate public education to students in need of
special education services, the parents or legal guardian homeschooling their children shall
provide information which might indicate the need for special education services.

A student who has been temporarily issued items, resources, supplies, materials, or other
property belonging to the District is eligible for enrolling in home school during the school year
after:

1.        The items, resources, supplies, materials, or other property belonging to the District have
been returned to the District.

2.        The items, resources, supplies, materials, or other property belonging to the District have
been paid for; or

3.        The semester has ended.

The superintendent or the board of directors may waive the required five (5) school day waiting
period for a student’s enrollment in home school during a semester if the superintendent or the
board of directors is satisfied with the return of temporarily issued items, resources, supplies,
materials, or other District property.

Enrollment or Re-Enrollment in Public School
A home-schooled student who wishes to enroll or re-enroll in a District school shall submit:

● A transcript listing all courses taken and semester grades from the home school;
● Score of at least the thirtieth percentile on a nationally recognized
norm-referenced assessment taken in the past year; and
● A portfolio of indicators of the home-schooled student's academic progress,
including without limitation:

o Curricula used in the home school;
o Tests taken and lessons completed by the home-schooled student; and
o Other indicators of the home-schooled student's academic progress.

If a home-schooled student is unable to provide a nationally recognized norm-referenced score,
the District may either assess the student using a nationally recognized norm-referenced
assessment or waive the requirement for a nationally recognized norm-referenced assessment
score.
A home-schooled student who enrolls or re-enrolls in the District will be placed at a grade level
and academic course level equivalent to or higher than the home-schooled student's grade level
and academic course level in the home school:

1.        As indicated by the documentation submitted by the home-schooled student;
2.        By mutual agreement between the public school and the home-schooled student's
parent or legal guardian; or



3.        If the home-schooled student fails to provide the documentation required by this
policy, with the exception of the nationally recognized norm-referenced assessment score,
the District may have sole authority to determine the home-schooled student's grade
placement and course credits. The District will determine the home-schooled student’s
grade placement and course credits in the same manner the District uses when
determining grade placement and course credits for students enrolling or re-enrolling in
the District who attended another public or private school.

The District shall afford a home-schooled student who enrolls or re-enrolls in a public school the
same rights and privileges enjoyed by the District’s other students. The District shall not deny a
home-schooled student who enrolls or re-enrolls in the District any of the following on the basis
of the student having attended a home school:

a.        Award of course credits earned in the home school;
b.        Placement in the proper grade level and promotion to the next grade level;
c.        Participation in any academic or extracurricular activity;
d.        Membership in school-sponsored clubs, associations, or organizations;
e.        A diploma or graduation, so long as the student has enrolled or re-enrolled in the
District to attend classes for at least the nine (9) months immediately prior to graduation;
or
f.         Scholarships.

students who are Foster Children (4.52)

The District will afford the same services and educational opportunities to foster children that are
afforded other children and youth. The District shall work with the Department of Human
Services (“DHS”), the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), and
individuals involved with each foster child to ensure that he/she is able to maintain his/her
continuity of educational services to the fullest extent that is practical and reasonable.

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall appoint an appropriate staff person to be the local
educational liaison for foster children and youth whose responsibilities shall include ensuring the
timely school enrollment of each foster child and assisting foster children who transfer between
schools by expediting the transfer of relevant educational records.

The District, working with other individuals and agencies shall, unless the presiding court rules
otherwise, ensure that the foster child remains in his/her school of origin, even if a change in the
foster child’s placement results in a residency that is outside the district. In such a situation, the
District will work with DHS to arrange for transportation to and from school for the foster child
to the extent it is reasonable and practical.



Upon notification to the District’s foster care liaison by a foster child’s case worker that a foster
child’s school enrollment is being changed to one of the District’s schools, the school receiving
the child must immediately enroll him/her. Immediate enrollment is required even if a child lacks
the required clothing, academic or medical records, or proof of residency.

A foster child’s grades shall not be lowered due to absence from school that is caused by a
change in the child’s school enrollment, the child’s attendance at dependency-neglect court
proceedings, or other court-ordered counseling or treatment.

Any course work completed by the foster child prior to a school enrollment change shall be
accepted as academic credit so long as the child has satisfactorily completed the appropriate
academic placement assessment.

If a foster child was enrolled in a District school immediately prior to completing his/her
graduation requirements while detained in a juvenile detention facility or while committed to the
Division of Youth Services of DHS, the District shall issue the child a diploma.

Foster Child School Choice

If DHS approves a request from a foster parent, or the foster child if the foster child is eighteen
(18) years of age, to transfer to another school in the District or into the district as being in the
best interest of the foster child, the District shall allow the foster child to transfer to another
school in the District or into the District if the foster parent, or the foster child if the foster child
is eighteen (18) years of age, submits a request to transfer on a form approved by DESE that is
postmarked by no later than May 1 of the year the student seeks to begin the fall semester at
another school in the District or in the District.

By July 1 of the school year in which the student seeks to transfer under this section, the
superintendent shall notify the foster parent, or the foster child if the foster child is eighteen (18)
years of age, in writing whether the application has been accepted or rejected. If the application
is accepted, the superintendent shall state in the notification letter a reasonable deadline for the
foster child to enroll in the new school or the District and that failure to enroll by the date shall
void the school choice acceptance. If the application is rejected, the superintendent shall state in
the notification letter the reason for the rejection and that the foster parent, or the foster child if
the foster child is eighteen (18) years of age, may submit a written appeal of the rejection to the
State board within ten (10) days of receiving the notification letter.

The District shall only reject a Foster Child School Choice application if:
1.        The public school or District has reached the maximum student-to-teacher ratio
allowed under federal law; state law; the standards for accreditation; or other applicable
State rule or Federal regulation; or



2.        Approving the transfer would conflict with a provision of an enforceable
desegregation court order or a public school district’s court-approved desegregation plan
regarding the effects of past racial segregation in student assignment.

A foster child whose application is rejected by the District may submit a written request within
ten (10) days following the receipt of the rejection letter from the superintendent to the State
Board of Education for the State Board to reconsider the transfer.

A Foster Child School Choice transfer shall remain in effect until the foster child:
1.        Graduates from high school; or
2.        Transfers to another school or school district under:

a.        The Foster Child School Choice Act;
b.        Opportunity Public School Choice Act of 2004;
c.        The Public School Choice Act of 2015; or
d.        Any other law that allows a transfer.

The District shall accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by another public school
district.

When a foster child transfers from the foster child’s school of origin to another school in the
District or into the District, the foster child or the foster parent is responsible for the foster child’s
transportation to and from the school the foster child transferred to. The District and the foster
parent, or the foster child if the foster child is eighteen (18) years of age, may enter into a written
agreement for the District to provide the transportation to and from the school the foster child
transferred to.


