October 20, 2008
Call to Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance

A regular scheduled meeting of the Board of Education of Olympia Community Unit School District No. 16, held in the Conference Room of the Olympia Administration Office, was called to order by President Laura Cremeens on October 20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. with the following Board members and Administrators present:  Laura Cremeens, Sondra Hayes, Steve Matter, Curt Morr, Kevin Frazier, and Carolyn Hansen; Superintendent Brad Hutchison, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise, OHS Principal Lance Thurman, OMS Principal Todd Dugan, OSE Principal Laura O’Donnell, and OWE Principal Nicole Rummel.
Board member Trena Glenn arrived at 7:02 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sondra Hayes.

Recognition of Visitors

Board President Cremeens welcomed all visitors and asked them to introduce themselves.  Visitors included OEA Co-President Joan Tracy and OEA member Judy Rocke, Olympia Transportation Director Trent Keller, Olympia staff member Kathy Kendrick, Gorenz & Associates representative Tom Peffer, Benchmark Construction Management representatives Mike Pflederer and Jason White, BLDD Architects representative Barbara Meek, and Pantagraph reporter Patti Welander.

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Kevin Frazier, to approve the Consent Agenda that included:

A.
Approval of Agenda

B.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the September 15, 2008 regular Board of Education meeting  

C.
Approval of Minutes, including Executive Session, from the September 15, 2008 Public Budget Hearing meeting  

D.
Approval of Bills and Financial Reports  

E.
Confirmation of the resignation of Rebecca Bellefeuille – RtI Aide effective October 8, 2008  

F.
Employment of the following Education Support Personnel:

1.  Michelle Olson – Special Education Individual Aide effective September 30,

     2008  

2.  Lacie Larimore – Special Education Individual Aide effective October 20, 

     2008  

G.
Employment of Sharon Goff – OMS Head Track Coach effective for the 2008-2009 season  

H.
Approval of Jeff Gordon as volunteer Director of OHS Band Drum Line for the 2008-2009 school year  

I.
Approval of the OMS Wrestling overnight trip to Orion, Illinois on Friday, January 30, 2009
(One item regarding OHS overnight Band Chaperones was pulled from the Consent 

Agenda for a separate discussion/vote.)    

Discussion.  Vote: Hansen (aye), Frazier (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Morr (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Communications

A folder circulated around the Board table.

Tom Peffer of Gorenz & Associates presented the results of the 2007-2008 school year financial audit.  Mr. Peffer commended the District for passing realistic budgets and keeping accurate records.  As a result of the audit’s financial review status, Mr. Peffer recommended the District continue to build fund balances. 

Committee Reports

Benchmark Construction Management Representative Mike Pflederer provided the Board with the monthly construction update.  Mr. Pflederer announced that weather impacted the construction schedule as the area received nearly 13” of rain in the month of September, however he still expects to have the new Olympia North Elementary building enclosed by December, 2008.

Board members Steve Matter and Curt Morr, who serve on the Administrative Buildings & Grounds Committee, confirmed Mr. Pflederer’s projections and added that even though the new Olympia North building will be completed by August, 2009, there will be site work occurring in September and October, 2009.

Superintendent Brad Hutchison informed the Board that the Department of Energy is offering a grant to be used for a wind study.  Superintendent Hutchison shared that the District is interested in a wind turbine and has done some preliminary research.  It was noted that in order to have a wind turbine, a wind study must be completed.  The Board instructed Superintendent Hutchison to continue the research and apply for the grant.

Transportation Director Trent Keller provided the Board with the 2008-2009 Transportation Report noting that the total number of buses for the District remain the same at 33. Mr. Keller presented the Board with his recommendation to start the bid process for the trade/purchase of 2 new school buses.

Board members Trena Glenn and Carolyn Hansen shared information with the Board from the recent Administrative Education/Technology Committee meeting including the re-starting of the OHS Science Club.  They informed the Board that the Illinois Textbook Loan Program would be covering an upgrade of textbooks for grades 7-12 in the 2009-2010 school year (textbooks for grades K-5 were upgraded this school year, also by the Illinois Textbook Loan Program.)  It was noted that since the state does not yet include 6th grade in its middle school program, an upgrade of 6th grade textbooks would have to be District-funded.  
Members of the Administrative Education/Technology committee recommended that a fine arts study be conducted in the summer of 2009.  There was no objection from Board members to do this study.

It was also noted that Federal/State funding for Title services within the District has dropped.  

Superintendent Hutchison shared with the Board that Olympia is once again being well represented in the Corn Belt Division.  Four of the Olympia Board members were recognized at the October 14, 2008 Semi-Annual Corn Belt Division Dinner Meeting for participation in IASB-sponsored workshops and events.

Administrative Reports

In addition to items within the Business department already discussed, Business & Operations Manager Andrew Wise announced that projections for the next 4 years will be presented at the November, 2008 Board Fall Retreat.  

Mr. Wise commended Food Services Director Mary Idleman for her dedication and efforts in producing quality meals for the Olympia students.  Mr. Wise noted that the District is preparing for the implementation of Skyward’s Food Service in the elementary buildings, starting with Olympia South, before the end of the current school year.  This operation will be similar to that of Olympia High/Middle School except will use a barcode system instead of the partial index finger scan.  

Mr. Wise also commended Technology Director Scott Powers for providing the District with infrastructure for instructional programs, communication systems, and network operations.

Building Principals’ reports were shared.  All elementary teachers met during the recent School Improvement Day for District-wide training focusing on reading comprehension and the new language arts series.  OMS Principal Todd Dugan, along with OHS Principal Lance Thurman, demonstrated a robot through the use of Lego Robotics-Mindstorms Education software.  This software and equipment, used for the expansion of the 6th Grade Science Encore class, challenges students to form a First Lego League.  Within this league, students work in teams to create a robot that will complete pre-designed missions in 2 minutes, 30 seconds.  Students will then present a research problem and solution related to the project to a panel of judges.  Principals Dugan and Thurman noted that all costs associated with this project were funded by Caterpillar, Inc. of Peoria.

Superintendent Hutchison presented the Board with a 3-year Illinois Standards Achievement Test comparison which shows Olympia met or exceeded State averages in all areas.  He also provided the Board with the latest enrollment report comparison noting that enrollment is remaining steady.

Superintendent Hutchison congratulated Board members who received special recognition at the October 14, 2008 Corn Belt Division Dinner Meeting.  Recognition was received by Sondra Hayes – Master Board Member, Levels I & II; Steve Matter – Master Board Member, Status maintained; Trena Glenn – Master Board Member; and Carolyn Hansen – LeaderShop Academy Member.

Superintendent Hutchison noted that the first meeting of the Olympia Advisory Council will be held Monday, October 27, 2008.  He also reminded Board members of the Election timelines for the upcoming School Board Election in which 4 seats will be available.  

Other Business

Board President Cremeens reminded Board members that the IASB Delegate Assembly will be held in conjunction with the Annual Joint Conference in November, 2008.  In previous years, President Cremeens has represented the District at the Delegate Assembly.  She will again represent the District but asked members to notify her if they were interested in the representation.
It was noted that Sharon Kennedy of the IASB will be meeting the following week with Velma Litwiller for further work on the new Administrative Procedures Manual.

Action Items

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Curt Morr, to approve the 2007-2008 auditor’s report as presented by Tom Peffer of Gorenz & Associates.
Discussion.  Vote: Cremeens (aye), Morr (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Steve Matter, seconded by Trena Glenn, to approve the bid process for the trade/purchase of two buses as recommended by Transportation Director Trent Keller.

Discussion.  Vote: Matter (aye), Glenn (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to adopt the Resolution establishing the 403(b) Retirement Plan for Olympia C.U.S.D. #16.

Discussion.  Vote: Frazier (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Carolyn Hansen, seconded by Steve Matter, to approve the bid process for asbestos abatement at Olympia North during winter break.

Discussion: Board member Curt Morr noted that the bid process does include the potential of not accepting the lowest bidder.  
Vote: Hansen (aye), Matter (aye), Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Laura Cremeens, seconded by Sondra Hayes, to approve the annual updated Risk Management Plan as presented.

Discussion.  Vote: Cremeens (aye), Hayes (aye), Matter (aye), Glenn (aye),

Morr (aye), Frazier (aye), Hansen (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Sondra Hayes, seconded by Carolyn Hansen, to approve the following OHS overnight Band Chaperones:  Lynn & Sheila Adams, James & Brandi Barnes, Rick & Jennifer Bauersfeld, Donna Bishop, Chara Breedwell, Kristi Burns, Cathy Craig, Kim Crawford, Alissa Cummins, Eddie & Nancy Cunningham, Linda Davis, Randy & Jamie Furman, Bethany Furman, Trena Glenn, Teri Goembel, Jeff Gordon, Karen Graber, Gordon & Carolyn Hansen, Kevin Keim, Brian & Cyndi Litwiller, Kelly Lyle, Karen Marlatt, Deb Mehl, Kathy Nicholas, Cindy Novakow, Rich Park, Connie Schroeder, Sue Shifflet, Donna Smedley, Amy Ummel, Kathy Weinzierl, Daryl & Amy Weseloh and Laura Cremeens.

Discussion: Board member Carolyn Hansen shared information with the Board and led a discussion regarding the OHS Band trip to Washington D.C.  There are 11 students in the current band who are Seniors and will be graduating in May, 2009.  Historically, these students would not be included in band activities occurring in July, 2009, however current 8th grade students who will be promoted to OHS and will be joining the band will be allowed to participate in the trip.  Mrs. Hansen shared that parents of the 11 Senior students were upset, noting that not only did these 11 students help make the band a success, but that a deposit for the trip had been submitted.
OHS Principal Thurman informed the Board that he had a conversation with former Band instructor Marty Abbott during the previous school year and had told him that the graduating Seniors would not be allowed to participate in the trip.  Mr. Thurman told the Board that he was upset the information had become misconstrued and noted that current Band instructor Aaron Pode was being “put in the middle”.  Some Board members acknowledged that they had understood Senior students would be participating in the parade, while others understood that the Seniors would not be participating.
Superintendent Hutchison informed the Board that this had already been brought to his attention and that he had contacted both the District’s attorney and insurance representative.  Both parties advised Superintendent Hutchison not to extend the participation to graduating students because of liability.  Board members asked Superintendent Hutchison to again contact both the District attorney and insurance company to see if any provisions could be made (ex: a rider to current insurance policy).  It was also requested that he find out what other state bands, who are participating in the parade, are doing about their Senior students however Superintendent Hutchison stated that laws of other states would not apply to Illinois students.  Superintendent Hutchison was asked to present this information at the November 10, 2008 regular Board meeting.
Vote: Hayes (aye), Hansen (aye), Cremeens (aye), Matter (aye),

Glenn (aye), Morr (aye), Frazier (aye).  Motion carried 7-0.

Opportunity for Public Input

There was no public input.

Executive Session

There was no Executive Session.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Kevin Frazier, seconded by Steve Matter, to adjourn the meeting at 9:42 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

______________________________

______________________________

President, Board of Education


Secretary, Board of Education
EXECUTIVE SESSION

October 20, 2008

There was no Executive Session.
