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Always appreciate your siblings because time flies faster than you know until it is gone. For example,
my brother is at college. When they are seniors normally you're like, “I'm happy they will leave!” But

trust me, you won’t be like that when they are gone. When we first dropped my brother off at college
and came home my whole house was different. It was not normal. At first you would think that is how

it is going to be, but it is just different. It is hard to explain until you experience it because every
family's relationship is different. “It was not much different after the first week because as a senior he

was gone all the time, but after the second and third week he was gone, it really hit me, and it was
very different,” Lia Sprague said. The way that knowing they are not home, not in your hands safe, and
not having you knowing what they are doing all the time is hard. I'm not the mother of my family, but
it was hard not being able to know that my brother is safe. According to Reese Steggs, “It was different

cuz he wasn’t there for any family dinners, and I had to distract myself from knowing he was at
college, so I did not get sad.” That is a little bit of how you feel when your siblings are gone. Your

emotions are everywhere. You're happy and happy for them, but you're sad that they aren't there as
much anymore. Also, you have to accept that when you’re playing sports, and you look at your family,

and your sibling isn't there to support you in person, it is very different. Of course, calling after your
games and telling them about it is great, but it is still different now that they can’t be there. In

conclusion, always appreciate your siblings before they go to college. (From Week One)

Appreciate your siblings before they graduate

By  Sadee Mosenteen 
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Having my family own Pumpkins and More is amazing. I really love it because it always gives me
something to do. Setting up is the hardest part, especially since it is in summer. Sometimes it takes

away hanging out with friends and other summer activities, but in the end it is totally worth it.
Sometimes I would rather do other things, but every time I go out there I never want to leave. 

 Sometimes when working out there you need to find ways to improvise. For example, if you get
hungry, you may need to go get a cucumber from the plant we planted, so we wouldn’t have to drive
to get a snack. Another thing is supper during the Haunted Maize (haunt). During haunt it is always a

late night stay, therefore we make a schedule of who is bringing what food and on what night. 
 Opening Pumpkins and More is my favorite part. I love making cotton candy, running bungee,

working in the Red Shed, and seeing my friends out there. I love walking into the Red Shed to get a
drink and snack after a busy time running bungee. I love how it makes everyone smile and have fun

with their friends and family. It is a lot of hard work but so fun
 Another big thing part of owning Pumpkins and More is the Haunted Maize. It is hard work to set up

but it is sure fun to watch. Occasionally when my friends were out there I would go through with
them. Even though I know where every jump scare is, I get scared every time. I wasn’t allowed to stay

for it when I was little since it runs for a long time. When I wasn’t there I would have a sleepover at
my grandma's house. Now I stay out for the haunt every weekend. 

 Although owning Pumpkins and More is hard work, it always pays off by having a lot of fun while
spending time with friends and family and making lifelong memories. It probably doesn’t sound like

the most fun way to spend your summer to some people but I wouldn’t change it for the world. 
 

Owning Pumpkins and More

By Audrey Bieber

 Do you know what the sport volleyball is? Volleyball is a teamwork sport using six players on each
court. So what is volleyball exactly? It's a sport where you work together to get the ball not to touch

the ground and only have 3 passes to do that. As a Holyoke Dragon, sports are really important in my
community. Let's talk about Holyoke Dragons volleyball. Players consist of Audrey Talerva, Tamera

Penzing, Grace Roberts, Clover Adler, Isabelle Kropp, Anessa Cloglazier, Elise Krogmeier, Ellie Kleeve,
and Courtlyn Kinnie. Coaches for your lady dragons volleyball team are Irene Ortega and Ashley

Hoffner. These girls work hard at all practices and games. “A motivational quote I always say to my
girls is to stay focused and have confidence” Irene commented. Volleyball is a hard sport and can
sometimes get frustrating if you are struggling. Luckily these girls motivate themselves after they

make a mistake and they learn from it. With the best student section in the audience, the crowd gets
louder and louder. Our HHS has been doing volleyball for years and, with new players in each year it's
a challenge to get everyone on the same page. Volleyball is a sport where you have to get confidence

in yourself and believe in yourself. 2021 was one of the Holyoke Lady Dragons' best volleyball years.
Going to state and placing second was a big improvement. The girls are so competitive and having

fun is the number one key to leading to success and reaching your goals. Holyoke HSS is trying to go
to state this year and with these amazing coaches and hard-working girls we can do it. 

Have you ever had a special moment where you had this much fun with a team?
Would you play volleyball as a sport for life? 

Volleyball for life?

By Sujey Bustillos



Ballyneal

By Jackie Santiesteban

 “Don't give up even tho you feel like quitting” - Brandon Bustillos 
Have you ever heard of a golf course named Ballyneal? Well if you haven´t, Ballyneal is a golf course
located in Northeastern Colorado. Ballyneal opened in 1979. It is known for their really good links
courses. What are some jobs you do at Ballyneal? There are many things to do. You can be a caddie,
work at the golf shop, waitress, maintenance, and work at the restaurant. I'm going to explain what a
caddie is because being a caddie is the most common. First of all being a caddie ”You need to know
30% about golf.” Brandon commented. Who is Brandon, you may ask? Brandon is my best friend,
Sujeyś, brother. He works as a caddie at Ballynea and he started working at Ballyneal in the summer of
2022. Some people do caddying because it's easy but some people do it because it's fun. The caddie
master's name is Michael Bastin and Jose is the Assistant Caddie Master. Training will help you a lot if
you don't understand. To be a caddie you have to be at least 14 years or older. Working at Ballyneal
might be worth it especially if you're a teen. If you work as a freshman all the way up to a senior there
is a really good chance they will give you a scholarship. 

What is the Family Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA)? They are a national group of
career-oriented students in nearly every high school in America. The work of FCCLA helps students

and teachers focus on a variety of youth concerns, including parenting, family relationships,
substance abuse, peer pressure, sustainability, nutrition and fitness, teen violence, and career

preparation in four special Career Pathways. Mrs. Ortner is the Holyoke High School advisor and the
2022/23 officers are President/ District Secretary - Alma Alejandre, Vice President- Elyce Sisseck,

Secretary- Elly Brown, Parliamentarian- Leslie Carrasco, Reporter/Treasurer - Jimena Nunez,
Historian- Aleida Millan, and Student Relations Rep- Abby Gutierrez. They have their first event this
Thursday at 6:30 pm at the First Christian Church. I got a quote from Leslie Carrasco who said, “For

the last three years in FCCLA it's been a fun experience and a lot of new learning opportunities.¨
There are roughly 20 people in total with the students and teachers. Leslie Carrasco has been the

Parliamentarian for 2 years straight. This is why you should join FCCLA. It teaches how to be
accountable by showing up to monthly meetings, volunteering for concessions as a way to raise
money for not yourself but your organization, and by making sure you set a timeline. There are 8

national events in FCCLA and members are able to use one of them to base their projects on. When
in FCCLA you learn how to work with people, you learn communication skills and how to present a

project, you also learn how to manage your time, and as mentioned before you have to make a
timeline and stick to it so that you FCCLA project is completed and ready to present. 

FCCLA

 By Rut Espinoza 



Guillain-Barre Syndrome

By Dayami Trejo

Has anyone in your family ever had Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GBS)? Guillain-Barre syndrome is a
problem with your nervous system. It can cause muscle weakness and tingling in some parts of the
body. My dad has Guillain-Barre syndrome. He found out he had this on Feb 19, 2021. That same day he
was rushed to the hospital in Loveland, CO. My dad stayed in the hospital for eight days. In those eight
day he said that he had really bad anxiety because it's part of the GBS. In the hospital all they really did
was give him lots of medicine and told him some stuff he could do to get better. Out of all the months
in 2021, my dad said that February was probably the worst month because that's when he found out
what he had and he had gotten really bad anxiety. Some things my dad felt when he found out about
this diagnosis was that he was most likely never gonna be able to walk again, that he was never gonna
get better, and that he wasn't gonna be able to provide food, clothes, shelter, etc. to his family. This
affected my dad mentally and physically. My dad having this didn't just affect him, it also affected his
family members such as my mom. My mom felt worried about what would happen to our family. My
dad is a strong man because he went through lots of stuff like not being able to work for seven
months and after everything he hasn't given up and still has lots of hope that he will get better soon.
When my dad started to work again in August he was able to do lots more stuff. He was really excited
because he missed working and being able to walk outside. Now my dad says that he feels much
better but he doesn't feel like the person he used to be but hasn't lost hope. 

Future Business Leaders Of America (FBLA) is the next generation of entrepreneurs. They just
finished their back to school dinner last Thursday. The dinner was to try and get new members. As
fbla-pbl.org says “FBLA is the high school division of Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta
Lambda, Inc. FBLA helps high school students prepare for careers in business through academic
competitions, leadership development, and educational programs.” Mr. Ben Kleve, The District 4

Reporter, says “It has been a mostly great experience; it has helped me grow as a person and leader.”
aeseducation.com says “FBLA is to Inspire and prepare students to become community-minded

business leaders in a global society through relevant career preparation and leadership experiences.”
Mrs Nelson has led FBLA for 20 years. They had 36 members last year and are expecting more this

year. A couple fun facts about FBLA. Hamden L. Forkner founded FBLA in 1940. FBLA-PBL is the
largest business career student organization in the country. The high school division has 210,000

members, while the postsecondary division reaches almost 10,000 college students. Holyoke had its
first year of Junior High FBLA last year and is hopefully going to continue it.

FBLA

 by Carter Sisseck 



Holyoke FFA (Future Farmers of America)

By Lia Sprague
The Holyoke FFA has been an amazing part of our school. Not only is it for students that want to be
production farmers, but it also welcomes people who aspire to certain careers such as teaching,
science, and other ag related fields. FFA has also helped students become more involved in their
community. Agriculture is a big part of Holyoke so I feel being an active member of FFA can help
students be more active in our community.
 According to FFA.org, “Today, the National FFA Organization remains committed to the individual
student, providing a path to achievement in premier leadership, personal growth and career success
through agricultural education.”
 FFA had their first meeting Tuesday September 6th. They talked about upcoming events, lettering
requirements, the back to school BBQ, and t-shirt designs. 
  “ FFA has been a very molding experience for me in my high school career. It has given me many
opportunities to meet people and have role models to help me grow as a person. Agriculture is a very
important part of me and being able to express that in FFA has made me into a better person.”
inspiring quote by Lucinda Mares. 
 In conclusion, FFA has been an important part of Holyoke High School for many years and I encourage
anyone who is interested in anything ag-related to consider joining FFA.
  FFA officers:
   President - Ethan Schneller
   Vice President - Kai Siep
   Secretary - Lucinda Mares
   Treasurer - Karlie Martin
   Reporter - Katelyn Kropp
   Sentinel - Clover Adler
 Executive committee - Tamara Penzing
 Perlimaterian - Carter Van Overbeke

 Will Holyoke win? Let's see. The first JH (Junior High) sports games went good and bad, to say the
least. For starters, C team lost their first game against SedgCo, same goes for B team. The A team did
win their first game. Honestly, everyone was hyped, the A team did almost get a card for the whole

volleyball team running on the court to celebrate. Once again, the same goes for the B team on their
second game. Quoted from Lia Sprauge, “It was amazing!” She said this when asked how winning

her first volleyball game was. On the other hand, Aubrey Beiber said, “It was a fun experience
because I was playing with a new team, but I really wish we would’ve won to get the experience of

winning our first JH game.” when asked about losing their first JH game. 
 How did the JH football go? The JH football team also had their first football game the same day.
They played Sterling and the A team did sadly lose their first game. The same goes for the B team.
The team did great and worked hard, but it just wasn’t quite enough. Quoted from Carter Sisseck,
“Better than last year.” This was his answer when I asked him how the first A team football game

went. Zander also said, “It sucked.” Overall, the first JH sports games went well in some ways, and in
other ways it did not go very well. The high school football boys had an undesirable outcome with

their loss to Haxtun. All the teams learned a lot and will hopefully beat them next time. I hope to tell
everyone about having a brother as a starter on the high school varsity football team next week. 

The First Junior High Sports Games

 by  Kinley Sporhase



What It Is Like Having Your Mom as a Teacher

By Sadee Mosenteen

 Having your mom has a lot of good things and a lot of not so good things. “How do you feel about
having your mom as a teacher in your building?” they ask. Honestly I don’t know how I feel. I guess it
depends on the day. 
 One good thing was when I was transitioning from the elementary to the high school/jr high. It was a
change in some aspects, but it was really nice because after school I would walk to my mom's
classroom. I was in the building a lot and started to get a feel of where the classrooms were. Another
good thing is that I have more of a perspective on how teachers feel. I understand how difficult it is
when students argue and be disrespectful toward the teachers. I understand that their life is crazy and
they aren’t perfect all the time. I feel like a lot of students understand that too, but there are also a lot
of students and adults that don’t understand how hard it is. Having my mom as a teacher I really
understand. According to Eady Sprague, “It is good because we can play in her room and we have
friends next door and if something bad happens I can go to my mom.” As a younger student this is a
really good thing and it makes her feel more comfortable having her mom there so if anything bad
happens she knows she can go to her mom. “When my head hurts or I get nervous I can go see her so
she can help me calm down.” In my opinion this is an advantage because instead of having to call and
then having her come from work, students with moms in the building can get what they need and go
back to class. 
          With all of the positives, there are also some negatives to having your mom as a teacher. Some of
the negatives are that my mom knows everything about what happens. If something good or bad
happens in my day, most of the time she knows about it before I tell her. This makes it so that it is not
as exciting to tell her when I know she already knows. Most of the time she acts like she doesn’t know,
but I know she already knows. In addition to that, it is also bad because in class if you are not acting as
quiet and not always paying attention in class your mom is used as a punishment. For example, when I
am talking in class too much, I always hear, “If you don’t stop I will go tell your mom.” Another one I
also hear is, “Do you want me to go get your mom?” With teachers saying this it makes it really hard
because it seems that when other students talk in class they get told just to be quiet, please. Also
when I need something from my mom, my other classmates sometimes make fun of me and say,'' You
need to go to your mommy.” I personally hate this. I think that it is very rude of them because even
though they don’t get the same privileges they still get some advantages from their parents' jobs. 
 Overall, there are some advantages and disadvantages of having a mom as a teacher, but I’m sure
glad my mom gets to work where I go to school…on most days anyway!

Friday night fight, there is going to be a football game on the night of 09/09/22, when the lights will be
turned on and our football team will win. This Friday our varsity football team is going against Colby,
Kansas at 6:00 PM (home game). Our team is at a score of 0-2 and Colby is at score of 0-1, so it is a
decently fair fight. 
 The football coaches are Dusty Sprauge, and Coach Koellner that trained 28 well-playing players. The
team consists of seven freshmen. ten sophomores, five juniors, and two seniors. The most rushing
yards per game (on average) is Tyson Mosenteen, and the person with the most receiving yards per
game on average is Reid Sprauge. Lastly, the best tackling average on the team is Wyatt Sprauge with
13.0 TCKL/G, while having a QB rating of 69.7 according to MaxPreps.com. 

Holyoke Football

By Xander GIpson



Homecoming Week is Oct 3-6th
Football game against Wiggins is Friday, 10/7 @ 7 pm

Homecoming Dance is Saturday, 10/8 @ 8 pm

The crack of the bat and the reddest of dirt

By Reese Steggs
The Holyoke softball team has a record of 6-3. They have 25 girls on the team, they are divided into 2
teams, varsity, and junior varsity. The game of softball has been in my family for a long time because my
sister has been playing softball since she was six years old. My dad grew up playing baseball. I have
really grown up on the softball field. I have gone to, like, a million games. This year was really hard for
the whole softball team, because of Jessie Owens who had recently passed away. The whole team was
really close with Jessie. They have done many things to respect her passing. Such as having a "Purple
Out," which means that everyone wears purple to the game to remember her. They have made
bracelets for them. The players also put Jessie's purple hearts on their helmets so she will always be
with them when they are playing. 
The two twins on the softball team are a pitcher and catch duo. They plan on going to college for
softball, but they both said that they have to go together because they don't want to live life without
each other. On the team, there are five other seniors and three juniors. Their coaches are Kendra the
main coach and Chandler the assistant coach. They have practice every Monday- Friday, after school,
then have tournaments during the weekend. They have a game this weekend on Saturday, playing
Wray. 

From Mrs. Clayton
"Thanks to Mrs. Goldenstein and the Dragon Spirit Club, the
homecoming preparations are underway.  
This year's theme is We're Gonna "Beach" You!

Dress-Up Days Are as follows and just a reminder that you must still
follow the dress code:

UPDATED Dress-Up Days:
Monday: Bikers vs. Surfers

Tuesday: Celebrity/ Album Cover Day
Wednesday: Senior Citizen
Thursday: Class Color Day

High school students, please check your email for more information
throughout the next few weeks."


