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CURRENT POSITION: Educational paraprofessional.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EDUCATION: Holyoke High School and Aims 
Community College.

PAST JOB EXPERIENCE: I have been an early childhood educator for over 30 
years in Colorado and Florida. I have held various positions, including teacher, 
director, accreditation inspector and state workshop presenter.

FAMILY: Husband Michael, daughters Meghan (age 22) and Savannah (age 19), 
plus my two dogs and my !sh.

HOBBIES: I love to "y!sh and kayak. I enjoy "ower gardening and being 
outside, either going for a walk or riding my bike. I also love reading.

ROLE MODELS: My parents! They have taught me how important it is to have 
a strong work ethic and to volunteer in our community and have shown me 
unconditional love. Family is very important to us and helping each other when 
needed.

FAVORITE HOLYOKE SCHOOL MEMORIES: It has been wonderful being a 
Dragon fan again! The excitement of cheering them on reminds me of when I 
was a student here. Pep rallies and pep band were always fun.

FAVORITE HOLYOKE MEMORIES: As a child, I was very involved in 4-H. The 
county fair was always something to look forward to. We had carnival rides and 
our club sold soda each year. It was fun seeing everyone, friends and family.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: I have lived in Holyoke less than one year. I do 
have areas that I would like to get involved with. I would enjoy helping with 
the cancer walk at the hospital and possibly 4-H.

Innovator of the Year
recipients 2010-2021:
Nancy Kennedy, literacy coach
Summer Maloney, JH/HS counselor
Christina Martinez, elementary art
Ashley Clayton, JH/HS science
Chandra K. Parker, second grade
Karen I. Ortner, JH/HS FACS
Greg Wakeman, 5-12 band
Cristine Mallari, JH/HS math
Nancy Miles, K-12 special education
Melanie  Wheeler, 3-4 language arts
Nicolas Balog, HS social studies
Kari Vasa, elementary tech/librarian

In 2022, the Rookie of the Year award 
replaced Innovator of the Year. It is 
open to any employee who is in their 
!rst three years of working for Holyoke 
School District. This individual has em-
braced the district culture, their peers, 
their students and the community. The 
purpose of this award is to demonstrate 
how we value those new to the district 
for !nding or making opportunities to 
connect with students, peers and the 
community while helping the district, 
peers and students strive to reach 
excellence in all they do.

KATHI STANLEY ROOKIE
OF THE YEAR

T
he halls of  Holyoke Elementary 
School aren’t new to Kathi Stan-
ley, who grew up in Holyoke. But 
instead of  being there as a stu-

dent, she’s finishing her first year as 
an educational paraprofessional and 
is the recipient of  the first ever Rookie 
of  the Year award — the newest honor 
in Holyoke School District’s Emerald 
Awards program.

“Kathi Stanley — need I say more? 
Not usually. Just the mention of her 
name has people singing her praises. 
From her personality to her drive, her 
work ethic to her flexibility — Mrs. 
Stanley rocks!” said kindergarten 
teacher Cyndi Bahler in her nomina-

tion letter for Stanley.
After graduating from 

Holyoke High School in 
1990, Stanley spent three 
decades in the early 
childhood education field 
and only recently moved 
back to her hometown. 
She applied for Holyoke 
Elementary’s new educa-
tional paraprofessional 
position and hit the 
ground running.

“From day one, she has proven to be 
an invaluable asset to our elementary 
school. Kathi fulfills her role, and then 

some, and does so with enthusiasm 
and dedication,” said nominator Lynn 
Schneider, a reading specialist at the 
elementary school.

Stanley’s job primarily includes 
working with students one on one or in 
small groups for reading in grades K-6 
and for math in grades 4-6.

However, she often wears several hats 
throughout the day, including substi-
tute teacher/paraprofessional when 
needed, library assistant, recess/cafete-
ria monitor, bulletin board creator, and 
testing coordinator for K-3 reading and 
math. Oh, and she’s also on the Sun-
shine Committee, which helps encour-
age staff members throughout the year. 
And don’t forget Stanley’s unforgettable 
energetic appearance on a staff dodge-
ball team last fall.

“Kathi also looks for any way she can 
help out and is one of the first to step up 
when something needs to be done,” said 
Schneider.

“Kathi continues to do it all with a 
smile while striving for excellence,” 
said Bahler.

“It has been so fun to be back and be 
a Dragon again,” said Stanley. “I love 
being back in Holyoke.”

She said the elementary school has 
been very welcoming in her first year 
on staff, and she felt a connection right 

away. “The staff here is fabulous. It’s 
a true team,” she said, noting that 
Principal Andrea Kammer and Super-
intendent Kyle Stumpf are both very 
supportive.

“She always takes the time to check 
in on fellow staff members to offer a 
word of encouragement or just a willing 
ear to listen when they are experienc-
ing difficulties or to help them celebrate 
when something exciting occurs,” said 
Schneider. 

The same can be said of Stanley’s in-
teractions with the students. Although 
she works in many different classrooms 
with a wide range of ages, she makes it 
a point to form connections with them 
and let them know that school is a safe 
place.

“I really love working with small 
groups because I’ve gotten to form that 
bond,” she said, noting that she makes 
time for them and asks them questions 
about themselves. “If you have that 
bond with kids they are more apt to do 
what you ask them to.” 

Stanley loves helping students find 
the joy of reading and helping them see 
that math can be fun. They push them-
selves, she said, and she’s their biggest 
cheerleader as they make progress 
throughout the year. “I absolutely love 
my job!”

Schneider said, “Kathi loves the 
students she works with and wants to 
do all she can to help support them. She 
takes the time to get to 
know them, and she con-
stantly communicates 
to them just how much 
she cares. It is obvious 
how much her students 
love working with her, 
and they miss her greatly 
when she isn’t able to 
see them. ... She is really 
making an impact on 
their lives.”

Stanley described one 
of her students and said, 
“He literally comes running and jumps 
in my arms, and that’s when I know I’m 
in the right place.”

“I am always available for a hug,” she 
added.

Stanley is known around the elemen-
tary school for her sense of humor, and 
the students love the crazy nicknames 
she comes up with for them.

“We are so fortunate to have Kathi 
in our building!” said Schneider. “Her 
positive attitude, outgoing personal-
ity, genuine concern for others, eager-
ness to take part and willingness to do 
whatever is asked of her have made her 
a huge asset to our district.”

Once a Dragon, always a Dragon
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Kathi Stanley, at right, works with a student in her !rst 
grade reading group at Holyoke Elementary School.
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‘Kathi ful!lls her 
role, and then 
some, and does so 
with enthusiasm 
and dedication.’

Lynn Schneider 

‘From her personality 
to her drive, her 
work ethic to her 
"exibility — 
Mrs. Stanley rocks!’

Cyndi Bahler

150 S. Interocean Ave.
Holyoke, CO 80734
970-854-2227
www.fpnb.bank
“One Neighbor Helping Another!”

CONGRATULATIONS,
Emerald Award winners!

An investment in knowledge
always pays the best interest. — Ben Franklin

ROOKIE  OF  THE  YEAR


