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CURRENT POSITION: English teacher (eighth grade English, American literature, 
two college level English classes, speech in the workplace) and gifted and talented 
coordinator.
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EDUCATION: Hershel V. Jenkins High School in Savan-
nah, Georgia. Bachelor of Arts in English from University of Colorado, Colorado Springs. 
Master of Arts in English and creative writing from Southern New Hampshire University.
PAST JOB EXPERIENCE: Six years active duty service, United States Army. Seventh 
grade English at West Middle School in Old Colorado City, Colorado. Substitute teacher at 
Santa Rosa Country School District, Florida, and Holyoke School District.
FAMILY: Husband Matt, sons Max and Ben.
HOBBIES: Avid reader, crochet, arts and crafts, farm animals, watching my children at 
sporting events.
ROLE MODELS: My mom, Rebecca Gundrum. Ninth grade English teacher, Mr. McGuire.
FAVORITE HOLYOKE SCHOOL MEMORIES: In my very !rst year, I taught creative 
writing and assigned a mixed poetry book, some of the students’ work and some of their 
favorite poems by other authors. I had one particular student, Colby Purkeypile, who 
was an excellent songwriter, but he struggled with the idea of poetry. After a signi!cant 
amount of prodding on my part, he !nished the book. He was so pleased with himself. 
He asked if he could use a party popper as a reward for completing the project. Sure, I 
thought, what harm could come from a little party popper. It was not actually a little 
party popper, it was a confetti cannon. He pulled it out, and before I could react, he had 
turned the trigger and BOOM! It sounded like a shotgun had gone o", and my classroom 
was covered in confetti.  I was terri!ed someone was going to call a lockdown; thank-
fully no one did. I still have one piece of confetti stuck in my ceiling as a reminder of that 
fateful day. 
FAVORITE HOLYOKE MEMORIES: Many of my favorite memories are made with my 
family. My most recent favorite memory is going to state track with the Holyoke team.  
This was my son Max’s !rst experience competing at this level. While he was successful 
in all the events he ran, the reaction to his !nish in the 100-meter dash is one that still 
warms my heart. The look of sheer joy and accomplishment as he strained to !nd me in 
the stands will stay with me forever. 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: I have been involved with or am currently involved with 
the church !nance committee at Holyoke Zion Lutheran Church, painted Nativity pieces 
for the Sunday school children, Standards of Excellence Committee at Holyoke School 
District and post-prom committee treasurer. 

Heart Award 
recipients 2010-2021:
Nancy Pillard, JH/HS library aide
Verónica Núñez, ESL teacher aide
Marcia K. Dalton, K-12 vocal music
Mary Austin, Title I
Kristie J. Pelle, !rst grade
Maury Kramer, JH/HS math
Albino Nuñez, JH/HS custodian
Scott Dille, elementary PE
Cyndi Bahler, kindergarten
Rhonda Mehring-Smith, JH/HS art
Lynn Schneider, reading interventionist
Juana Ruiz, elementary custodian

This award is open to any 
employee who demonstrates 
exceptional caring for a 
student, a student’s family, 
a group of students or 
colleagues. The purpose of 
the award is to demonstrate 
that many of our employees 
are in this business to 
make a di!erence in 
the lives of others. 

CHARLEE KLEVE HEART
AWARD

HEART  AWARD

Charlee Kleve. at left, gathers with 
sophomore students in the 
JR/SR high wood shop to work on a 
memorial bench for a classmate.

DARCI RODRIGUEZ | THE HOLYOKE ENTERPRISE

W
hen Charlee Kleve was in the 
third grade, she told her mom 
she wanted to be a teacher. 
She’s also been holding on to a 

lesson that her mom taught her years 
ago: People will remember how you 
make them feel.

It’s Kleve’s huge heart that earned 
her the honor of the Heart Award in 
this year’s Emerald Awards program as 
she finishes her fourth year of teaching 
English at Holyoke JR/SR High School.

“The way she actively loves her school 
and co-workers, no matter what, is 
something I greatly admire and look up 
to,” said family and consumer science 
teacher Karen Ortner in her nomina-

tion letter for Kleve.
“Charlee has worked 

to build meaningful 
relationships with 
students at all levels,” 
said nominator Aaron 
Cottam, a band teacher 
at Holyoke schools. “I 
have seen her comfort 
numerous students 
when they are strug-
gling with classwork 
and personal issues. 

She has sacrificed lunches, after-
school time and planning time to be 
a sounding board for students to talk 

about their issues or to give them 
extra time to do work (not always 
related to her class).”

Kleve had an influential teacher when 
she was growing up, noting that “the 
fact that he took an interest in me made 
all the difference.” 

She said as an English teacher she 
teaches a wide range of levels, from 
eighth grade to college, and that’s some-
thing she loves about her job. While she 
has two high school aged kids of her 
own, she considers all of her students 
family.

“We take care of each other,” Kleve 
said, noting it’s infectious the way the 
kids care about each other. 

Her goal is to get students to think 
about others instead of just about them-
selves. “I want them to know there’s 
always someone to talk to. Knowing 
that you’re not there by yourself is 
amazing.”

When a sophomore student died in a 
car accident last month, Kleve, who is 
a sophomore class sponsor, said, “I just 
wanted to go wherever the sophomores 
were.” She put aside her own needs to 
make sure everyone else was taken care 
of. And now, she’s leading the way for 
the class to create a bench in memory of 
their classmate.

Kleve also coordinates a small 

activity for students each month. For 
example, in March, she asked them to 
write “Why am I lucky to be a Dragon?” 
on gold coins she provided for them. 
Those were hung up on classroom doors 
along with clovers she drew, cut out and 
laminated. The goal is for kids to focus 
on something good about the school or 
relationships, said Kleve.

“The holiday-themed Sources of 
Strength activity outside your door 
for you students each month? That 
was Charlee. The rubber ducky left 
on your desk with a friendly message 
recognizing your hard work? That 
was Charlee. The spreadsheet to get 
an entire grade level organized for 
post-prom — when it’s only January?? 
Yes, that was Charlee, too. If every 
workplace could be so lucky to have a 
Charlee!” said Ortner.

Kleve helps with or leads several 
committees at Holyoke School District, 
including the Sunshine Committee, 
Standards of Excellence Committee, 
gifted and talented program, and semi-
nar classes. In the past she also worked 
on the discipline matrix and e-learning 
projects.

“Charlee has worked tirelessly to 
support the staff through her work on 
the Sunshine Committee,” said Cottam. 
“She has taken the lead on numerous 

activities designed to buoy the spirits of 
the staff.”

For example, Kleve stuffed jars with 
180 tiny papers that had 
different motivational 
sayings she came up with 
in an effort to alleviate 
stress and encourage 
staff members.

“I’m the one that comes 
up with the crazy ideas 
at midnight!” admitted 
Kleve.

“Charlee goes the 
extra mile in everything 
she does, especially in 
the ways that she sup-
ports her school and her co-workers. 
Despite her own personal trials and 
struggles, you can bet that she will 
be the first one to check on you when 
you’re noticeably struggling yourself,” 
said Ortner.

She added that Kleve readily steps up 
to help with extra duties, concessions 
and all sorts of events. “Charlee has a 
hard time saying ‘no’ because she truly 
cares about the success of our programs 
and of our students.”

To sum it up, Ortner said, “She truly 
is a friend to all, going far out of her 
way to spread positivity and support to 
anyone in need.”

‘You’ve got a friend in me’
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‘Charlee has 
worked to build 
meaningful 
relationships with 
students at all levels.’

Aaron Cottam

‘You can bet that she 
will be the "rst one 
to check on you when 
you’re noticeably 
struggling.’

Karen Ortner
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