
 

The emerald has a terrific folklore throughout history and in many cultures. The emerald has represented such 

attributes as: active intelligence, the promise of good luck, the ability to enhance one’s well-being, as well as 

the color of Venus, who was the goddess of beauty and love. The green of the emerald is the color of life and of 

the springtime, which comes round again and again. Therefore, it is most fitting for recognition of excellence 

in the school district. Three awards are given annually to acknowledge some of the key attributes of excellence 

in the education profession. Awards include Rookie of the Year, Leader Among Us and Heart Award.
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BRANDT 

CHIROPRACTIC 

CLINIC

246 S. Interocean, Holyoke
970-854-3398

Congrats to 
the Emerald 
Award 
winners!

LESSONS  ON  KINDNESS

ARE  JUST  AS  IMPORTANT  AS

ACADEMIC  ONES.

If you want a 
child's mind 
to grow, 
you must first 
plant a seed.
We're proud of the 
work of educators at 
Holyoke School District.

970-854-2254
chshighplains.com

Education is the most powerful 
weapon for changing the world.

—Nelson Mandela

The city of Holyoke 

salutes the Emerald 

Award winners

 for their 

contributions to 

Holyoke School 

District.

Your Premier Technology Solution

970-854-2201 • 866-854-2111

www.pctelcom.coop
High-Speed Internet, Telephone, 

Business Solutions, 24/7 Technical Service

"The future of education is 
combining the power of great 

teachers and great technologies 
to provide the best possible 

education for every student."

We salute school staff 
for their commitment 

to students and 
the future of our 

community. 

41518 Hwy 6
970-854-3800

Darrell Tomky 
& Jeff Tharp

LEARNING IS A TREASURE

THAT WILL FOLLOW

ITS OWNER EVERYWHERE.

Congratulations to Charlee Kleve, Sarah Bergner 
and Kathi Stanley on your Emerald Awards. 

141 S. Interocean • 970-854-4080

If your actions inspire children 

to dream more, learn more, 

do more and become more, 

you are indeed worthy of the title 

"Teacher." —Robert John Meehan

Heidi's Cakes At The Oak Tree

CONGRATS
TO THE 2022 
AWARD WINNERS

Country Treasures
Floral & More 201 E. Denver, Holyoke, CO • 970-854-6000

countrytreasuresfloral@gmail.com

Designed with You in mind

Every child 
is a different kind 
of flower and all 

together make this world 
a beautiful garden.

Congratulations to Kathi, Sarah and Charlee, 
and thank you for your work with the children in our community.

Member FDIC

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE NOMINEES FOR THE 

HOLYOKE SCHOOL DISTRICT’S 

EMERALD AWARDS.
Our future is in the hands of our educators and we honor the work you do!

HOLYOKE 133 North Interocean Avenue, 970.854.2291 • bankofcolorado.com

https://www.bankofcolorado.com/
https://www.chshighplains.com/
https://www.pctelcom.coop/
mailto:oral@gmail.com
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CURRENT POSITION: Educational paraprofessional.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EDUCATION: Holyoke High School and Aims 
Community College.

PAST JOB EXPERIENCE: I have been an early childhood educator for over 30 
years in Colorado and Florida. I have held various positions, including teacher, 
director, accreditation inspector and state workshop presenter.

FAMILY: Husband Michael, daughters Meghan (age 22) and Savannah (age 19), 
plus my two dogs and my fish.

HOBBIES: I love to flyfish and kayak. I enjoy flower gardening and being 
outside, either going for a walk or riding my bike. I also love reading.

ROLE MODELS: My parents! They have taught me how important it is to have 
a strong work ethic and to volunteer in our community and have shown me 
unconditional love. Family is very important to us and helping each other when 
needed.

FAVORITE HOLYOKE SCHOOL MEMORIES: It has been wonderful being a 
Dragon fan again! The excitement of cheering them on reminds me of when I 
was a student here. Pep rallies and pep band were always fun.

FAVORITE HOLYOKE MEMORIES: As a child, I was very involved in 4-H. The 
county fair was always something to look forward to. We had carnival rides and 
our club sold soda each year. It was fun seeing everyone, friends and family.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: I have lived in Holyoke less than one year. I do 
have areas that I would like to get involved with. I would enjoy helping with 
the cancer walk at the hospital and possibly 4-H.

Innovator of the Year
recipients 2010-2021:
Nancy Kennedy, literacy coach
Summer Maloney, JH/HS counselor
Christina Martinez, elementary art
Ashley Clayton, JH/HS science
Chandra K. Parker, second grade
Karen I. Ortner, JH/HS FACS
Greg Wakeman, 5-12 band
Cristine Mallari, JH/HS math
Nancy Miles, K-12 special education
Melanie  Wheeler, 3-4 language arts
Nicolas Balog, HS social studies
Kari Vasa, elementary tech/librarian

In 2022, the Rookie of the Year award 
replaced Innovator of the Year. It is 
open to any employee who is in their 
first three years of working for Holyoke 
School District. This individual has em-
braced the district culture, their peers, 
their students and the community. The 
purpose of this award is to demonstrate 
how we value those new to the district 
for finding or making opportunities to 
connect with students, peers and the 
community while helping the district, 
peers and students strive to reach 
excellence in all they do.

KATHI STANLEY ROOKIE
OF THE YEAR

T
he halls of  Holyoke Elementary 
School aren’t new to Kathi Stan-
ley, who grew up in Holyoke. But 
instead of  being there as a stu-

dent, she’s finishing her first year as 
an educational paraprofessional and 
is the recipient of  the first ever Rookie 
of  the Year award — the newest honor 
in Holyoke School District’s Emerald 
Awards program.

“Kathi Stanley — need I say more? 
Not usually. Just the mention of her 
name has people singing her praises. 
From her personality to her drive, her 
work ethic to her flexibility — Mrs. 
Stanley rocks!” said kindergarten 
teacher Cyndi Bahler in her nomina-

tion letter for Stanley.
After graduating from 

Holyoke High School in 
1990, Stanley spent three 
decades in the early 
childhood education field 
and only recently moved 
back to her hometown. 
She applied for Holyoke 
Elementary’s new educa-
tional paraprofessional 
position and hit the 
ground running.

“From day one, she has proven to be 
an invaluable asset to our elementary 
school. Kathi fulfills her role, and then 

some, and does so with enthusiasm 
and dedication,” said nominator Lynn 
Schneider, a reading specialist at the 
elementary school.

Stanley’s job primarily includes 
working with students one on one or in 
small groups for reading in grades K-6 
and for math in grades 4-6.

However, she often wears several hats 
throughout the day, including substi-
tute teacher/paraprofessional when 
needed, library assistant, recess/cafete-
ria monitor, bulletin board creator, and 
testing coordinator for K-3 reading and 
math. Oh, and she’s also on the Sun-
shine Committee, which helps encour-
age staff members throughout the year. 
And don’t forget Stanley’s unforgettable 
energetic appearance on a staff dodge-
ball team last fall.

“Kathi also looks for any way she can 
help out and is one of the first to step up 
when something needs to be done,” said 
Schneider.

“Kathi continues to do it all with a 
smile while striving for excellence,” 
said Bahler.

“It has been so fun to be back and be 
a Dragon again,” said Stanley. “I love 
being back in Holyoke.”

She said the elementary school has 
been very welcoming in her first year 
on staff, and she felt a connection right 

away. “The staff here is fabulous. It’s 
a true team,” she said, noting that 
Principal Andrea Kammer and Super-
intendent Kyle Stumpf are both very 
supportive.

“She always takes the time to check 
in on fellow staff members to offer a 
word of encouragement or just a willing 
ear to listen when they are experienc-
ing difficulties or to help them celebrate 
when something exciting occurs,” said 
Schneider. 

The same can be said of Stanley’s in-
teractions with the students. Although 
she works in many different classrooms 
with a wide range of ages, she makes it 
a point to form connections with them 
and let them know that school is a safe 
place.

“I really love working with small 
groups because I’ve gotten to form that 
bond,” she said, noting that she makes 
time for them and asks them questions 
about themselves. “If you have that 
bond with kids they are more apt to do 
what you ask them to.” 

Stanley loves helping students find 
the joy of reading and helping them see 
that math can be fun. They push them-
selves, she said, and she’s their biggest 
cheerleader as they make progress 
throughout the year. “I absolutely love 
my job!”

Schneider said, “Kathi loves the 
students she works with and wants to 
do all she can to help support them. She 
takes the time to get to 
know them, and she con-
stantly communicates 
to them just how much 
she cares. It is obvious 
how much her students 
love working with her, 
and they miss her greatly 
when she isn’t able to 
see them. ... She is really 
making an impact on 
their lives.”

Stanley described one 
of her students and said, 
“He literally comes running and jumps 
in my arms, and that’s when I know I’m 
in the right place.”

“I am always available for a hug,” she 
added.

Stanley is known around the elemen-
tary school for her sense of humor, and 
the students love the crazy nicknames 
she comes up with for them.

“We are so fortunate to have Kathi 
in our building!” said Schneider. “Her 
positive attitude, outgoing personal-
ity, genuine concern for others, eager-
ness to take part and willingness to do 
whatever is asked of her have made her 
a huge asset to our district.”

Once a Dragon, always a Dragon
BY DARCI RODRIGUEZ | THE HOLYOKE ENTERPRISE

Kathi Stanley, at right, works with a student in her first 
grade reading group at Holyoke Elementary School.

DARCI RODRIGUEZ | THE HOLYOKE ENTERPRISE

‘Kathi fulfills her 
role, and then 
some, and does so 
with enthusiasm 
and dedication.’

Lynn Schneider 

‘From her personality 
to her drive, her 
work ethic to her 
flexibility — 
Mrs. Stanley rocks!’

Cyndi Bahler

150 S. Interocean Ave.

Holyoke, CO 80734

970-854-2227

www.fpnb.bank

“One Neighbor Helping Another!”

CONGRATULATIONS,
Emerald Award winners!

An investment in knowledge
always pays the best interest. — Ben Franklin

ROOKIE  OF  THE  YEAR

https://www.fpnb.bank/
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CURRENT POSITION: Sixth grade teacher.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EDUCATION: High school: St. 
Thomas More Academy, Magnolia, Deleware. Undergrad: Bachelor 
of Arts in political science, University of Notre Dame. Grad school:  
Master of Science in education and social policy, Northwestern 
University.

PAST JOB EXPERIENCE: Saint Angela School, Chicago, Illinois, 
teaching fourth to eighth grade writing and history (nine years). 
Center for Talent Development at Northwestern leading summer 
camps focused on leadership and service (two summers).

FAMILY: Husband Landon, sons Theodore (age 4) and Oliver  
(age 1).

HOBBIES: Travel, camping, watercolor.

ROLE MODELS: My parents.

FAVORITE HOLYOKE SCHOOL MEMORIES: Hiking Arthur’s Rock 
Trail with the sixth grade at their end-of-year class trip.

FAVORITE HOLYOKE MEMORIES: Family days at the pumpkin 
patch.

Leader Among Us 
recipients 2010-2021:
Lynn Schneider, third grade
Kyle Stumpf, elementary principal
Luke I. Thomas, JH/HS social studies
Susan C. Ortner, JH/HS principal
Angela N. Powell, HS English
Laura Loutensock, elementary tech
Heather Bieber, JH/HS English
Yesenia Bencomo, elementary ESL
Shauna Brown, JH/HS ag education
Carly Daniel, 3-4 science
Christy Shafer, K-3 ESL paraprofessional
Ashley Clayton, JH/HS counselor

This award is open to any 
employee who provides excellent 
leadership. Leadership may come 
in many forms, such as many 
contributions to committees, 
mentoring, leading a group 
through a particular issue, 
speaking on behalf of others, 
finding a solution, advocating, 
inspiring or any form of leadership. 
The purpose of this award is to 
demonstrate that leadership 
comes at all levels.

SARAH BERGNER LEADER
AMONG US

LEADER  AMONG  US

Sarah Bergner, center, sits down 
with a Holyoke fifth grader to 
discuss a lesson during their 
fables unit.

DARCI RODRIGUEZ | THE HOLYOKE ENTERPRISE

G
rowing up in a family with a 
mom who worked as a librarian 
and a dad who was a professor, 
Sarah Bergner saw that her par-

ents placed a high value on education. 
She was encouraged to ask questions, 
find answers and always challenge 
herself.

A few decades later, Bergner is the 
one who not only encourages her fifth 
and sixth grade students but also her 
peers at Holyoke Elementary School, 
and for that reason, she has been 
named the Leader Among Us for the 
2022 Emerald Awards.

“Not only does Mrs. Bergner com-
plete her normal planning, grading 

and assignments for her 
students, but she is also 
willing to take on the role 
of the Holyoke Elemen-
tary School Impact Coach 
and is a member of the 
Standards of Excellence 
Committee,” said fifth 
grade teacher Theresa 
Tharp in her nomination 
letter for Bergner.

In her first year as the 
impact coach, Bergner 

is now in charge of visible learning for 
grades K-6. She explained that the goal 
is for students to take more ownership 

of their work and to better understand 
what they’re learning, why they’re 
learning it and what to do next.

“She has attended additional train-
ings with our principal and has helped 
other teachers during her spare time 
implementing learning intentions, suc-
cess criteria and helping teachers ana-
lyze different data reports,” said Tharp. 
“In addition, in her drive to serve this 
position well, she takes time outside of 
school to learn more about her role as 
an instructional coach.”

Tharp added that Bergner collabo-
rates well with staff, and she encour-
ages strategic thinking and personal 
development without being critical. 
“Without the help of Mrs. Bergner, the 
elementary staff would not have extra 
support for visible learning.”

“I’m fortunate to work with a group 
dedicated to their students already,” 
said Bergner. “They genuinely care 
about their kids.”

The question she asks herself is, 
“How do we serve our teachers so they 
can serve students?” 

The role of a good coach is to know 
how to access resources and leverage 
the things that are going well in the 
school, she added, noting that everyone 
is willing to share ideas for improve-
ment.

“We all have the same goals, and 
that’s to be here for our kids,” said 
Bergner.

Tharp said that as a member of the 
Standards of Excellence Committee, 
Bergner attends monthly meetings and 
represents her peers at the elementary 
school. She helps create and analyze 
surveys that are sent out to parents, 
teachers and students.

Bergner said that because it’s a 
shared leadership model, “Our teachers 
have a huge amount of input.”

She is in her fourth year of teaching 
in the district. She has a homeroom 
with sixth graders and teaches writing 
to grades 5-6.

“I love their independence,” she 
said of her students. “I get to help kids 
express themselves. I love helping them 
find their voice and form their own 
opinions.”

Some of Bergner’s instruction 
focuses on research skills and how 
to use online sources wisely. “They 
have the whole internet at their 
fingertips,” she said, so it’s about 
helping them find the information 
that’s out there while practicing good 
digital citizenship.

She thought back to her first years 
of teaching more than a decade ago 
— the days of using overhead projec-

tors. Now, her classroom has its own 
Promethean Panel, which has an 
interactive touch-screen connected to 
the internet.

Bergner said that 
technology has helped 
students take more ini-
tiative in communicating 
with teachers and advo-
cating for themselves.

Some of her favorite 
projects with students 
have included submit-
ting poetry to contests, 
persuasive speeches 
about famous figures and 
a pen pal project with 
students from her previous school in 
Chicago, Illinois.

“Sarah takes initiative and is pro-
active in her teaching duties,” said 
Tharp. “For example, if a student has 
an extended absence, she personally 
gathers materials and missing assign-
ments which she delivers to their home. 
Not every teacher will make personal 
deliveries to their students.”

Tharp added that Bergner performs 
her duties with integrity while also be-
ing extremely responsible and depend-
able.

Bergner truly is a leader among her 
peers and in her classroom.

Leading by example
BY DARCI RODRIGUEZ | THE HOLYOKE ENTERPRISE

‘Without the help 
of Mrs. Bergner, the 
elementary staff 
would not have 
extra support for 
visible learning.’

Theresa Tharp

‘We all have the 
same goals, and 
that’s to be here 
for our kids.’

Sarah Bergner

1001 E. Johnson St. • 970-854-2241

Congratulations to the

 three Emerald Award recipients. 

We're proud of you!

Melissa Memorial Hospital
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CURRENT POSITION: English teacher (eighth grade English, American literature, 
two college level English classes, speech in the workplace) and gifted and talented 
coordinator.
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EDUCATION: Hershel V. Jenkins High School in Savan-
nah, Georgia. Bachelor of Arts in English from University of Colorado, Colorado Springs. 
Master of Arts in English and creative writing from Southern New Hampshire University.
PAST JOB EXPERIENCE: Six years active duty service, United States Army. Seventh 
grade English at West Middle School in Old Colorado City, Colorado. Substitute teacher at 
Santa Rosa Country School District, Florida, and Holyoke School District.
FAMILY: Husband Matt, sons Max and Ben.
HOBBIES: Avid reader, crochet, arts and crafts, farm animals, watching my children at 
sporting events.
ROLE MODELS: My mom, Rebecca Gundrum. Ninth grade English teacher, Mr. McGuire.
FAVORITE HOLYOKE SCHOOL MEMORIES: In my very first year, I taught creative 
writing and assigned a mixed poetry book, some of the students’ work and some of their 
favorite poems by other authors. I had one particular student, Colby Purkeypile, who 
was an excellent songwriter, but he struggled with the idea of poetry. After a significant 
amount of prodding on my part, he finished the book. He was so pleased with himself. 
He asked if he could use a party popper as a reward for completing the project. Sure, I 
thought, what harm could come from a little party popper. It was not actually a little 
party popper, it was a confetti cannon. He pulled it out, and before I could react, he had 
turned the trigger and BOOM! It sounded like a shotgun had gone off, and my classroom 
was covered in confetti.  I was terrified someone was going to call a lockdown; thank-
fully no one did. I still have one piece of confetti stuck in my ceiling as a reminder of that 
fateful day. 
FAVORITE HOLYOKE MEMORIES: Many of my favorite memories are made with my 
family. My most recent favorite memory is going to state track with the Holyoke team.  
This was my son Max’s first experience competing at this level. While he was successful 
in all the events he ran, the reaction to his finish in the 100-meter dash is one that still 
warms my heart. The look of sheer joy and accomplishment as he strained to find me in 
the stands will stay with me forever. 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: I have been involved with or am currently involved with 
the church finance committee at Holyoke Zion Lutheran Church, painted Nativity pieces 
for the Sunday school children, Standards of Excellence Committee at Holyoke School 
District and post-prom committee treasurer. 

Heart Award 
recipients 2010-2021:
Nancy Pillard, JH/HS library aide
Verónica Núñez, ESL teacher aide
Marcia K. Dalton, K-12 vocal music
Mary Austin, Title I
Kristie J. Pelle, first grade
Maury Kramer, JH/HS math
Albino Nuñez, JH/HS custodian
Scott Dille, elementary PE
Cyndi Bahler, kindergarten
Rhonda Mehring-Smith, JH/HS art
Lynn Schneider, reading interventionist
Juana Ruiz, elementary custodian

This award is open to any 
employee who demonstrates 
exceptional caring for a 
student, a student’s family, 
a group of students or 
colleagues. The purpose of 
the award is to demonstrate 
that many of our employees 
are in this business to 
make a difference in 
the lives of others. 

CHARLEE KLEVE HEART
AWARD

HEART  AWARD

Charlee Kleve. at left, gathers with 
sophomore students in the 
JR/SR high wood shop to work on a 
memorial bench for a classmate.

DARCI RODRIGUEZ | THE HOLYOKE ENTERPRISE

W
hen Charlee Kleve was in the 
third grade, she told her mom 
she wanted to be a teacher. 
She’s also been holding on to a 

lesson that her mom taught her years 
ago: People will remember how you 
make them feel.

It’s Kleve’s huge heart that earned 
her the honor of the Heart Award in 
this year’s Emerald Awards program as 
she finishes her fourth year of teaching 
English at Holyoke JR/SR High School.

“The way she actively loves her school 
and co-workers, no matter what, is 
something I greatly admire and look up 
to,” said family and consumer science 
teacher Karen Ortner in her nomina-

tion letter for Kleve.
“Charlee has worked 

to build meaningful 
relationships with 
students at all levels,” 
said nominator Aaron 
Cottam, a band teacher 
at Holyoke schools. “I 
have seen her comfort 
numerous students 
when they are strug-
gling with classwork 
and personal issues. 

She has sacrificed lunches, after-
school time and planning time to be 
a sounding board for students to talk 

about their issues or to give them 
extra time to do work (not always 
related to her class).”

Kleve had an influential teacher when 
she was growing up, noting that “the 
fact that he took an interest in me made 
all the difference.” 

She said as an English teacher she 
teaches a wide range of levels, from 
eighth grade to college, and that’s some-
thing she loves about her job. While she 
has two high school aged kids of her 
own, she considers all of her students 
family.

“We take care of each other,” Kleve 
said, noting it’s infectious the way the 
kids care about each other. 

Her goal is to get students to think 
about others instead of just about them-
selves. “I want them to know there’s 
always someone to talk to. Knowing 
that you’re not there by yourself is 
amazing.”

When a sophomore student died in a 
car accident last month, Kleve, who is 
a sophomore class sponsor, said, “I just 
wanted to go wherever the sophomores 
were.” She put aside her own needs to 
make sure everyone else was taken care 
of. And now, she’s leading the way for 
the class to create a bench in memory of 
their classmate.

Kleve also coordinates a small 

activity for students each month. For 
example, in March, she asked them to 
write “Why am I lucky to be a Dragon?” 
on gold coins she provided for them. 
Those were hung up on classroom doors 
along with clovers she drew, cut out and 
laminated. The goal is for kids to focus 
on something good about the school or 
relationships, said Kleve.

“The holiday-themed Sources of 
Strength activity outside your door 
for you students each month? That 
was Charlee. The rubber ducky left 
on your desk with a friendly message 
recognizing your hard work? That 
was Charlee. The spreadsheet to get 
an entire grade level organized for 
post-prom — when it’s only January?? 
Yes, that was Charlee, too. If every 
workplace could be so lucky to have a 
Charlee!” said Ortner.

Kleve helps with or leads several 
committees at Holyoke School District, 
including the Sunshine Committee, 
Standards of Excellence Committee, 
gifted and talented program, and semi-
nar classes. In the past she also worked 
on the discipline matrix and e-learning 
projects.

“Charlee has worked tirelessly to 
support the staff through her work on 
the Sunshine Committee,” said Cottam. 
“She has taken the lead on numerous 

activities designed to buoy the spirits of 
the staff.”

For example, Kleve stuffed jars with 
180 tiny papers that had 
different motivational 
sayings she came up with 
in an effort to alleviate 
stress and encourage 
staff members.

“I’m the one that comes 
up with the crazy ideas 
at midnight!” admitted 
Kleve.

“Charlee goes the 
extra mile in everything 
she does, especially in 
the ways that she sup-
ports her school and her co-workers. 
Despite her own personal trials and 
struggles, you can bet that she will 
be the first one to check on you when 
you’re noticeably struggling yourself,” 
said Ortner.

She added that Kleve readily steps up 
to help with extra duties, concessions 
and all sorts of events. “Charlee has a 
hard time saying ‘no’ because she truly 
cares about the success of our programs 
and of our students.”

To sum it up, Ortner said, “She truly 
is a friend to all, going far out of her 
way to spread positivity and support to 
anyone in need.”

‘You’ve got a friend in me’
BY DARCI RODRIGUEZ | THE HOLYOKE ENTERPRISE

‘Charlee has 
worked to build 
meaningful 
relationships with 
students at all levels.’

Aaron Cottam

‘You can bet that she 
will be the first one 
to check on you when 
you’re noticeably 
struggling.’

Karen Ortner

THANK

YOU

FOR

MAKING

A DIFFERENCE

EVERY

DAY. 130 N. Interocean • 970-854-2811

www.holyokeenterprise.com

https://www.holyokeenterprise.com/
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Highlights from nomination letters
Employees at Holyoke School District were invited to write nomination letters for their fellow staff 

members. Representatives from sponsoring partners were also involved in the selection process.

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
HANNAH PETERSON: She decided to tackle a new 

challenge by hosting the school’s science fair. 
She took a large role in planning, and had all 
of her seventh grade students perform and 
complete projects. The best part was that she 
had instilled such a sense of ownership in her 
students that they were very proud of their 
projects. She is truly what anyone could want 
in a first year teacher!

KAYLEE DUVALL: She gives with a joyful heart 
and a smile. Kaylee loves her students, her 
coworkers and the people she comes in contact 
with in general. She gives her heart and soul 
into what she does and is always striving to be 
a better teacher.

COLBEY STUMPF: Colbey Stumpf truly jumped in 
with both feet. He has worked tirelessly in his 
classroom and on the basketball court to do 
what’s best for students. We talk a lot about be-
ing a “Dragon Family” in the JH/HS building, 
and he most definitely adds to our family. He 
engages students in social studies and history 
while relating it to the world today and things 
our students understand. The basketball team 
has benefited from Colbey and his ability to 
guide and build students up individually but 
also as a team.

COREY KOBERSTEIN: Corey has worked very hard 
to build a relationship with the sports officials 
who come to our school to work the games. He 
can often be found during halftime and after 
games visiting with these individuals in an 
effort to learn more about the game, how it is 
officiated and paying close attention to each 
of their needs. As a basketball official myself, 
a number of my colleagues have mentioned to 
me this year that it is a pleasure to work with 
Corey.

KALI HINES: She goes above and beyond for her 
students. Kali is a team player and is great 
about getting involved with all the staff and 
jumping in when help is needed. She is a rare 
gem that keeps growing stronger and stronger 
as the year goes on.

LEADER AMONG US
DESIREE MOSENTEEN: Her passion and drive to 

make sure the ESL population is getting what 
they need is a testament to her leadership both 
to staff and students. Mrs. Mosenteen’s class-
room is one where students know what they 
are going to get every day. They get a teacher 
who is focused and caring. She is extremely 
organized and ensures students not only get 
the help they need with assignments for other 
classes but also teaches life lessons about 
things that are different in the United States 
than from other countries. Her dedication is 
a shining example for the rest of our staff to 
follow. There is no doubt of her love for our 
school and community. 

CHARLEE KLEVE: I know I have benefited as a 
teacher from her mentoring and advice over 
the years and continue to use her when help-
ing my students in English. The organization 
from her in all areas is above average and 
deserves to be recognized by all.

HEART AWARD
SASHA LOPEZ: She is never without a smile on 

her face and a spring in her step. Her conta-
gious enthusiasm is able to help her students 
look forward to coming to school and be 
excited about what they are learning. She 
constantly looks for ways to build her students 
up and try again when things are difficult. A 
high-five, a little dance, a song or a hug are 
never in short supply when Sasha is around to 
help celebrate one of her student’s accomplish-
ments. Sasha makes it her mission to let all 
the students at Holyoke Elementary know they 
are welcomed, loved and valued. Even though 
Sasha may be small in size, her heart is bigger 
than can be imagined

KRISTIE PELLE: Kristie truly had a heart of gold. 
In her own unique way, she was able to bring 
as much joy to the students as they brought to 
her, and there was never a student who wasn’t 
excited to see her. Known for her hugs and her 
snacks, Kristie was a safe space for so many. 
Her always kind and soft-hearted nature of-
fered the support and stability that even the 
most difficult students relied on throughout 
the school day. Kristie was also a valued 
co-worker. It was obvious that she enjoyed 
coming to work every day, and she always 
greeted her colleagues with that warm smile 
— a genuine smile that offered celebratory 
reinforcement on the good days and encour-
agement on the bad.

HEATHER BIEBER: I’ve personally seen growth 
with specific students because of the work she 
does with them. She helps them understand 
empathy and shows them the importance of 
respecting others. Heather makes sure that all 
of her students are bettering themselves and 
putting forth their best efforts. 

BRENDA KRUEGER: She demonstrates a level of 
commitment to supporting families, students 
and staff that is far beyond the job description 
she has been hired to fulfill. Each day, Brenda 
demonstrates acts of service that make our 
team better and are a true demonstration of 
her heart.

WENDY GROTHMAN: She has created a classroom 
that is safe, caring and welcoming for all 
students. As teachers, we have to meet our 
students where they are. Wendy is constantly 
striving to find new and better ways to do just 
that and help her students succeed. No matter 
what she has going on in her life, she always 
checks in, listens, and offers help and advice. 
She truly does have a heart of gold! Wendy is 
definitely a teacher for all the right reasons. 
Her caring and generous spirit has impacted 
many students and colleagues. She leads with 
her heart, and it shows!

ELIZABETH HUTCHES: She consistently shows 
empathy and compassion for her students. 
The students shared that they really felt like 
she cared about them, really listened to their 
problems and offered solid advice when they 
needed it. They said she isn’t judgemental 
and is very compassionate (even though their 
problems might seem small to her, she under-
stands they are big to the students).

Regent Park & Carriage House
816 S. Interocean • Holyoke

A big thank-you to the staff 
members at Holyoke School District 

for going above and beyond to make 
a difference in our community.

Congrats to Kathi, Charlee & Sarah — this year's Emerald Award winners!

Powell Seed LLC
Aaron Powell  — 970-520-6771 — apowell@pctelcom.coop

A good 

education 

can change 

anyone.

A good teacher 

can change 

everything!

“

“

Thank you to our 

educators for making a 

change in our students’ lives.

Peerless Theatre
212 S. Interocean • Holyoke, CO • 970-854-2453 • peerlesstheatre.com

Education breeds 
confidence.
Confidence 
breeds hope.
Hope breeds 
peace. –Confucius
We appreciate all our local educators and 
congratulate this year’s Emerald Award winners.

101 W. Denver, Holyoke, CO • 970-854-3109
www.hcfcu.org • Your Future is Our Future NMLS #811861

We're so proud of the 

2022 Emerald Award winners!

CHARLEE 

KLEVE
Heart Award

SARAH

BERGNER
Leader Among Us

KATHI

STANLEY
Rookie of the Year

We applaud 
the 2022
Emerald Award 
winners:

Sarah Bergner
Charlee Kleve
Kathi Stanley

Thank you to all staff members 
for your dedication to children 
this year and every year!
We appreciate you!

970-854-FOOD
112 E. Carnahan
Holyoke

Thank you to Holyoke School District staff members 
for the food for thought they give all our students.

"I like a teacher who 
gives you something 

to take home to 
think about besides 

homework."
Lily Tomlin

https://www.hcfcu.org/
https://www.peerlesstheatre.com/
mailto:apowell@pctelcom.coop

