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 You might be wondering what S-CAP is and what it is for. S-CAP is the Student-Centered
Accountability Program and it is an organization that “seeks to promote and implement an

accountability system that is timely, meaningful, considers the whole child and engages community
stakeholders in a continuous cycle of improvement and innovation supported by a network of peers,”
a line from the S-CAP Colorado website. This helps our school be the best it can be and is constantly

looking for ways to improve. S-CAP was discovered in 2015. S-CAP “emphasizes” every student
including academics, thinking process, and their learning qualities. It allows rural schools and
teachers all over Colorado to have a network of peers. This helps the faculty observe how other
schools' teachings are different from theirs and get new ideas. A sophomore from HHS said the

students in her class were “on their best behaviors while the observers were in the room.” She did not
feel that it was disruptive to the class but wasn’t sure what it was all about. Holyoke Superintendent,

Mr. Kyle Stumpf, "encourages anyone with any questions or concerns about S-CAP to feel free to email
or call me at the district office." (Mr. Kyle Stumpf, Superintendent of Holyoke School District,

stumpfky@hcosd.org, 970-854-3634) 
Learn more about S-CAP at https://www.s-capcolorado.com/home

S-CAP (Student-Centered Accountability Program)

By Daniela Castillo
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 We have all had those days where we have missed school and had to make up work. Sometimes it is
just a day's worth of work and other times it is weeks of work. Catching up can be really hard and

takes a lot of motivation. Trying to balance the work you missed with current work can be a handful.
It is also a challenge for teachers to get the students caught up. Having to teach the same lesson over

again can get frustrating along with not having the students on the same page. It could eventually
mess some plans up. A quote from Ms. Hutches informed us of her opinion on students missing

school days, ”As a teacher I find it very frustrating that parents don’t put an emphasis on school as it
puts more work on me and more stress on the students.” As you can see, teachers also find it

frustrating when students miss school. Missing school can be a struggle for both teachers and
students. There are many ways to make them up. Of course you will have those days that you missed
to do your makeup work, and there is also AOC to help you catch up. People often try to avoid going

to AOC, and it does work. For others AOC is a big help for catching up on all the work you missed.
Overall making up work is an easy thing to do but small amounts at a time. If you have missed many

days of school it is essential to check with your teachers and finish your makeup work. Just
remember to not overwhelm yourself with work.

 

Missing school, the struggles of catching up

By Daniela Castillo

Bright Colorful eggs, tasty sweet treats, fuzzy bunnies, and big feasts. That is the holiday Easter. This
year this holiday will be on Sunday April 17. This holiday is based around the resurrection of Jesus

Christ after his death by crucifixion. The Easter tradition at least in my family is the night before Easter
we color eggs. Then the next morning there are eggs hidden in every nook and cranny. My siblings

and I would race around the house trying to find the colorful plastic eggs and put them in our
baskets. These eggs were typically full of candies. We would also have a basket with a giant chocolate
rabbit and all our favorite snacks piled up inside. Neatly sitting in front of the fireplace with a stuffed
animal. In fact, Americans spend 1.9 billion dollars on easter candy. Then once the day comes to an

end we would sit around the table and eat a big meal with friends and family. My town also puts on
an eggs hunt at the city part for whoever wants to join in the fun. Now let's talk about the easter

bunny. The easter bunny is a rabbit that delivers the candy filled eggs and hinds them. The Easter
bunny first arrived in America in the 1700s. It got here by German immigrants that settled in

Pennsylvania. It came from their tradition of an egg laying hare. His name is Osterhase. The act of
painting/dying eggs came from the Ukrainian tradition. The naming of Easter seems to go back to the

name of a pre christian goddess in England, Eostre, who was celebrated at the beginning of spring. 

EASTER

By Mae Frost
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Senior Corey Koellner has many things planned for after
high school here are some of her plans. After high 
school she plans on attending UNL, she also plans to 
work towards a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine (DVM).
This will allow her to practice on animals as a 
veterinarian. Her overachieving goal is to someday own 
her own practice. She does not plan on doing any sports
or any extracurriculars after high school. Although she 
does plan on still going to the gym and playing sports 
when she would like. She says that her favorite memory 
from HHS was when “Kylie, Grace, Elise and I went to 
the Imperial basketball game. While we were driving 
down there, it was a ton of fun. I was giving the directions 
and Kylie was driving. She missed the turn, so we had to go a completely different way. When she
turned onto the highway she drove on the shoulder for a while thinking it was a turn lane. After the
game, we went to Pizza Hut. After dinner, we drove back home. The whole way back home was full of
laughter. That was the hardest and longest I have laughed in a long time.” The person who made her
HHS experience better was Mrs. Maloney. She was flexible with all of Corey's online classes. When the
internet at school was down Mrs. Maloney allowed her to go home and do her meeting as well as her
tests. Another thing she did at home was her experiments because Mrs. Maloney trusted her. She is
able to get her work done when she wants, and where she wants. Corey is not a fan of moving around
every hour and being told to do her work. Her being able to express herself her way has helped bring
her a sense of peace and clarity. Mrs. Maloney is also a trusted adult here at HHS for Corey. She helped
her with her resumes, applications, job interviews, and setting up her summer internship. Not only did
she help her with that she also helped her talk about her personal issues. She will miss a few teachers
from HHS. Those teachers made an impact on her life. Without their help, she wouldn’t be where she
is today. Her advice to the underclassmen is “If you have to think about it twice, don’t do it.” As for
returning to Holyoke, Corey does not plan on coming back. She does not know where she wants to go
but she wants to let life take her where it chooses to take her. Good luck with your plans Corey!

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Corey Koellner

Elyce Talavera is one of the many seniors at the HHS.
After graduation, she plans on going to college and
hopes to continue her volleyball career. She hopes to
continue playing sand/club volleyball. Her advice for
underclassmen is “Don’t think 'I still have one more
year' because it goes by fast.” Her coaches and friends
have helped her high school experience. She will
miss her teammates most. She says her favorite
memory is “State volleyball and basketball (when we
make it).” After college, Elyce doesn't plan on coming
back to Holyoke and is not sure yet where she wants
to settle down. Good luck, Elyce!

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Elyce Talavera



Aidyn Shafer is a senior at HHS and a lifetime
Holyoke native. After high school, he plans to go to
Western Welding Academy in Gillette, Wyoming to
become a welder. His advice to underclassmen is to
"stay on task and have fun." His favorite memories
come from playing football with all of his friends.

He will miss the good friends he made growing up
in Holyoke. He appreciates Mrs. Strecker because

she has always pushed him to do his best. He
shared that after working on pipelines he will

probably come back to Holyoke to reunite with his
friends and family.  Good luck, Aidyn!

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Aidyn Shafer

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Danna Olivas

Danna Olivas is one of the many seniors at HHS. 
After high school, she will be attending Mid-Plains 
CC to get her degree as a Licensed Practical  Nurse 

(LPN). She chose this community college because it's 
far cheaper than other colleges or community 

colleges and it's not that far from home. Her advice 
is to “ENJOY your high school years and do whatever 

makes you happy. STAY OUT OF DRAMA! :)” One of 
her favorite memories is from her sophomore year 
in art class when Mr. Ginapp was subbing for Mrs. 

Smith and we all know how much he loved his 
chicken (the hall pass) so they told him Mr. French

 was calling him and he left the classroom. When he 
came back he wasn't able to find his chicken. It was in the ceiling and stayed looking around for 30

mins looking for his chicken, after a while he found the chicken and he found out it was me that was
the one who did it. So he kept telling everyone for the past 2 years that I was a “chicken stealer and
[she] wanted to keep the chicken. HAHAHA” The people that have helped her HHS experience are

Mrs. Moseenteen and Mrs. Nevarez. They both helped her a lot through her entire high school career
and they were there to always push her to do her best. Also, Mrs. Clayton and Mrs. Maloney have been

there for her, helping through everything, and also Ms. Hutches. She says she will “miss My Bestie <3
(Ms. Hutches), my other favorite teachers, and every other underclass friend”. She doesn't plan on

coming back; she wants to move as far as possible but she knows she may end up 
back in Holyoke with family.. Good luck Danna!



Emma Oakley is one of the many seniors at HHS 
this year. Emma plans on attending a college in 
Texas and majoring in interior design. She also does 
not plan on doing any sports or extracurriculars. Her 
favorite memory from her HHS experience is all of 
the cheer practices. People who made her HHS 
experience better are the staff who were there for 
her when she needed any help. A trusted teacher 
that helped her get through high school is Mrs. 
Clayton. Mrs. Clayton was there to talk to Emma 
about any future decisions and for any personal 
problems. What she will miss most about HHS is 
going to sports events to cheer her peers on. The 
advice she has for the underclassmen is, “ Don’t get caught up in the little things because they won’t
matter in the long run.” She does not plan on returning to Holyoke but she plans to continue her life in
Texas.  Good luck with everything Emma!

EMMA OAKLEY

CARLOS LEGARRETA

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Carlos Legarreta is one of many seniors of 2022.
 After high school, Carlos plans on going to college 

although he is not sure which one. He wants to major 
in exercise science and then go to PT school. He is not 

going to play any sports or participate in any extra-
curriculars after high school. His favorite memory 

from HHS are having classes with Mr. Ginapp. People 
who made his HHS experience better are his friends 

and the teachers who made it more enjoyable to 
attend. A trusted adult at HHS for him is Mrs. Clayton. 

She helped him and most of his class to prepare for 
after high school. What he will miss about HHS is 

goofing around with his friends in class. His advice 
for the underclassmen is to “ Just keep grinding through it.” As for returning to Holyoke, he will only
return to visit friends and family, but he does not plan on living here. He hopes that one day he can
open his own physical therapy building somewhere in Texas. Good luck with all your plans Carlos! 

Fun FactHow did Holyoke, Colorado get its name?
 

The city is named after Holyoke, Massachusetts, which is itself named 
for Elizur Holyoke, a 17th-century explorer.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

https://en.wikipedia.org/



Senior Mock Interview Trip

Interview by Mae Frost
"I really enjoyed the mock interview trip and thought it was very informative and helpful for my future.
The speakers gave me a lot of things to think about and I got some tips on my resume and finances."
That is a quote from Ana Chaney. In this article I will be explaining what the mock interview was. The
Colorado Opportunity scholarship initiative or the COSI gives qualified students who are located in
Colorado scholarship rewards to help them in their pursuit of a college education and degree. It also
visits our school once every month to educate students on their future. Not only do they help with
financial aid, COSI scholars have the opportunity to meet with COSI advisors on a regular basis. They
work on providing individual and group support, teaching financial literacy, aiding students as they
transfer to college or the workforce, and advising and guiding students through their academic
journey. You might be wondering what this has to do with our school. On March 2nd most of the
senior class and their three class sponsors (Mrs. Hines, Mrs. Goldentstien, and Ms. Hutches) went to visit
Northeastern Junior College (NJC). In the beginning of this article I gave you a quote from one of the
students on this trip. Here is a quote from one of the sponsors Mrs Hutches  "I felt the Mock Interview
trip was a great resource for our senior class and wish more had taken advantage of the opportunity. I
learned a few things sitting in on their informational sessions and will be bringing some of the topics
into future class discussions and my seminar class capstone projects." 

We all know about having school rivals. When you live in a small town the rivalry between the
nearby schools is very strong. During sports games there's cheering and taunting to the other team.
Even the parents start to get angry. They get mad at the refs and even the other teams players and

their parents. One thing you have to look at is the size of the student section. For example our
students section is fairly large and quite a few people show up to support our team. If a school with
a bigger student section plays a school with a smaller student section there is not much to get mad

about. There is less yelling back and forth. Although when there are two schools that have a large
student section then that's when things can get a little rowdy. Even with school rivalry we still have

fun. We encourage everyone at our school to come out and support our team. We even make fun
themes to get people excited. For example a cowboy theme or hawaiian. It's not only the students

that are supportive but the loving parents are too. They provide so many supplies such as pompoms,
face paint, and things like that. The goal is to make it fun and try to be as supportive as we can be.

These sports games really do bring us together. They build core memories that you can cherish and
remember for years to come. The laughter and joy everyone feels when something good happens,
and the high fives and laughter that goes around. It doesn't matter who you are, we would try and
include everyone that wants to participate. When there are any away games we carpool and try to
get as many people there as possible. Now I'll talk about the other side of it. When a team starts to

lose or the other team says something messed up we get reasonably upset. When they disrespect us
we tend to match their energy. I can understand why we should be the bigger person but at the end
of the day it is just a game. We always give them the same respect they give us. Whether that's good

or bad. The players also get very upset with the other team when they take things a little too
personally and start to play the game with anger. It happens to everyone and you can't hold it

against someone. Especially when you are playing a very competitive sport. We do need to work on
leaving the drama and whatever happened on the court or field. On the other hand when it comes

to the students and parents watching we have a different motive. When we get angry with the other
team it is because we care about our own. We want our players to be treated with respect and when

that doesn't happen we do something about it. That just shows how tight knit and how much we
value each other. 

School Rivalries

 by Mae Frost 


