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Nicholas County Schools 
Social Studies Alignment:  McGraw-Hill Wonders:  Grade 1 

 
Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 

Number 
Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Unit 1 Week 1 
“At School” 

Civics SS.1.2 Create scenarios and role play 
reflecting the rules and laws, 
their consequences and their 
value within school and 
community 

Build Background:  What do 
you do at school?  Lead 
discussion to following rules 
and why we have rules. 
 
Shared Read, Interactive Read 
Aloud, and Literature 
Anthology-Stories about 
schools.  Discuss things you 
need at school.  Encourages 
students to think about what 
rules they must follow. 
 
Literature Anthology:  Read, 
“Rules at School”  Think back 
to the other stories they read.  
How are they alike? 
 
Shared/ Independent Writing-
Write a story about first day 
of school.  Include school 
rules that you have learned. 
 
Leveled Readers- Stories are 
on sharing at school.  Teacher 
should emphasize where they 
follow the rules and laws and 
what consequences are if 
they are not followed. 
 
Day 4 Research & Inquiry 
Make a Page for a Class Book:  

This is a good place to go over classroom 
rules and school rules. Brainstorm why we 
have rules and laws.  Make a chart on all 
the places we have rules and laws, such as 
games have rules, etc. 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Students can write about 
school rules and the 
consequences of not 
following them for one page 
of the book. 
 

Unit 1 Week 2 
“Where I Live?” 

WV History SS.1.24 Locate students’ hometown 
and county on a West Virginia 
map. 

Theme of all this week stories 
is “Where I Live”  Students 
will talk about their 
hometown, city, and state. 
 
Build Background:  Outside 
My Window- Talk about 
places where people live.   
 
Literature Big Book, 
Interactive Read Aloud, 
Shared Read, and Literature 
Anthology:  Read about 
different types of places one 
can live in.  Ask students what 
their hometown is like. 
 
Writing:  Write a story about 
their hometown. 
 
Research and Inquiry:  
Choose a Topic:  Students 
could choose their hometown 
and a different hometown 
and create a Venn Diagram 
 
Text to Self:  Find their 
hometown and house using 
Google Earth 

Need:  Map of WV Counties 
Map of Nicholas County 
Google Earth 
 
Writing:  Teachers need to lead students 
in independent writing to write their story 
about their hometown.   
 
Could draw a picture of their hometown 
to add to their writing 
 
WVInfoDepot.org 

 Click on West Virginia 
 Then click on West Virginia, a 

Digital Primer, West Virginia State 
Museum Education 

 Next, click to begin 
 At top of page, click next 
 Then click on K-1 grade level 
 There are videos, lesson plans, 

resources, standards, and 
games/quizzes 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

 
Leveled Readers:  The second 
story in the reader in titled 
“My Home”  Before and after 
reading discuss where your 
hometown is and what is it 
like 
 

Unit 1 Week 4 
”Let’s Be 
Friends” 

Civics SS.1.1  
  

Model patriotism, 
cooperation, tolerance, and 
respect for others within the 
school and community. 

Build Background:  Essential 
Question leads to ask about 
friendships and how friends 
treat each other. 
 
Literature Big Book, Shared 
Read, Interactive Read Aloud, 
Leveled Readers, and 
Literature Anthology all deal 
with cooperation, tolerance 
and respect for friends in 
school and the community. 
 
Independent Writing:  
Personal narrative about how 
to play with different friends.  
 
Research and Inquiry:  
Partners make a poster about 
a game they can play with a 
friend. 

Use text connections to discuss and model 
how friends cooperate with each other 
and respect each other. 

Unit 1 Week 6 WV History SS.1.25 Describe the cultural life of 
West Virginia as reflected in 
games, toys, and various art 
forms. 

Time For Kids Article access 
online is about world games.  
Lead discussion to games and 
toys specific to the culture of 
West Virginia. 
 

Students could make or play the cultural 
games, toys or art forms which are from 
WV. 
 
WVInfoDepot.org 

 Click on West Virginia 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Independent Study:  Choose a 
topic (a WV game, toy, or art 
form and conduct research.  
Create a poster to present to 
the class. 
 
 

 Then click on West Virginia, a 
Digital Primer, West Virginia State 
Museum Education 

 Next, click to begin 
 At top of page, click next 
 Then click on K-1 grade level 

There are videos, lesson plans, resources, 
standards, and games/quizzes 
 
 

Unit 2 Week 1 
“Jobs Around 
Town” 

Civics 
Economics 
WV History 

SS.1.5  
SS.1.6  
SS.1.23  

Collaborate to identify a 
community need, propose a 
variety of solutions and 
investigate how individuals 
could participate to solve the 
problem 
 
Compare and contrast 
occupations within the 
community 
 
Investigate the common 
occupations of people in 
West Virginia 
 

Build Background:  What jobs 
are needed in the 
community?  Collaborative 
conversation 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with jobs in the community.  
The stories compare and 
contrast the different 
occupations.   
 
Independent writing:  
Investigate occupations.  
Could investigate occupations 
in WV and write about them. 
 
Text Feature:  label 
illustrations with occupations. 
 
Research and Inquiry:  
Research a job in the 

WVInfoDepot.org 
 Click on West Virginia 
 Then click on West Virginia, a 

Digital Primer, West Virginia State 
Museum Education 

 Next, click to begin 
 At top of page, click next 
 Then click on K-1 grade level 

There are videos, lesson plans, resources, 
standards, and games/quizzes 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

community and create a 
script of the occupation. 

Unit 2 Week 2 
“Buildings All 
Around” 

Geography SS.1.11 Describe how climate and 
location affect the way 
people live, work, and play. 

Build Background:  Guide the 
conversation to buildings and 
where they are located.  Add 
in that buildings in cities are 
different than in the country 
or even desert versus cold 
regions. 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with structures that were 
build and did not with stand 
certain weather conditions 
like wind. 
 
Research and Inquiry:  Draw a 
label a building.  Have 
students add why buildings in 
certain areas use different 
materials due to the climate 
or location. 
 
Text to World:  Use a Venn 
Diagram to compare and 
contrast different homes, 
climates, and locations.  
Shelters in cold places and 
hot places, and how this 
affects the people that live 
there. 
 

I change the writing to have the students 
research and write about how climate 
affects the different places people live.  I 
had them focus on city and county and 
the climate since this went along with the 
literature in this week. 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Unit 2 Week 4 
“Let’s Help” 

Civics 
Economics 
WV History 

SS.1.5  
SS.1.6  
SS.1.23 

Collaborate to identify a 
community need, propose a 
variety of solutions and 
investigate how individuals 
could participate to solve the 
problem 
 
Compare and contrast 
occupations within the 
community 
 
Investigate the common 
occupations of people in 
West Virginia 
 

Build Background:  How do 
people help out in the 
community?  Lead 
conversation to needs in the 
community and how could 
we solve them. (use teaching 
poster) 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with helping in the 
community through different 
occupations.   
 
Shared Writing:  Focus and 
plan-students write a story 
about people in a community 
helping each other. 
 
Connect to Content:  TM 
T269J  Prompt conversation 
on how to help individuals in 
the community. 
 
Text Feature:  Create a list of 
things people do to help in 
the community.  Then add 
what they need to accomplish 
this list.  TM T273 
 
Research and Inquiry:  Create 
a list on how to help our 
classroom community.  Then 
create a foldable. 

WVInfoDepot.org 
 Click on West Virginia 
 Then click on West Virginia, a 

Digital Primer, West Virginia State 
Museum Education 

 Next, click to begin 
 At top of page, click next 
 Then click on K-1 grade level 

There are videos, lesson plans, resources, 
standards, and games/quizzes 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

 
Text to Text:  Connect all the 
stories from the week where 
people help in their 
communities and the 
different occupations which 
help also. 
Text to Self:  What 
occupations in your 
community help? 
Text to World:  Why do 
people help in their 
communities?  TMT280 
 

Unit 2 Week 5 
“Follow the 
Map” 

Geography SS.1.10 
SS.1.14 
SS.1.15 

Reflect on understanding of 
cardinal directions, map 
symbols in a legend, 
geographic landforms, and 
location by interpreting 
simple maps. 
 
Utilize appropriate maps, 
globes, and geographic 
information systems. 
 
Locate and identify the 
following on a map:  WV and 
US 

Build Background:  How do 
we find our way around? 
Lead discussion to maps. 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with maps in some way. 
 
Shared Writing:  Students will 
write about places on a map. 
 
Text Feature:  Map-use 
teaching poster to show map 
key, symbols, and other 
things on the map poster. 
 
Research and Inquiry:  Make 
a Map-Students will research 

Make sure to have maps and globes 
available in the classroom to refer to and 
allow students to use. 
 
Text to Self:  I had students create a 
foldable which included a map of the US, 
a map of WV, and a map of their 
hometown. 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

areas in our town and create 
a map. 
 
Text to Self:  Locate the US on 
a map, then WV, and last 
their hometown. 
 

Unit 2 Week 6 History SS.1.19 
SS.1.6 

Examine cultural 
contributions of families 
through the use of literature, 
primary source documents 
and oral accounts. 
 
Compare and contrast 
occupations within the 
community 
 

Time for Kids:  Help Your 
Community!  Article supports 
ways people help in their 
community and how different 
cultures contribute. 
 
Choose research projects 1 or 
3 to meet this standard.  Be 
sure to have students add 
different cultures into helping 
in communities. 
 

Be sure to use independent study and 
research online TM T397 to have students 
find how different cultures contribute to 
communities.  How are communities in 
different cultures the same/different? 
 
WVInfoDepot.org 

 Click on West Virginia 
 Then click on West Virginia, a 

Digital Primer, West Virginia State 
Museum Education 

 Next, click to begin 
 At top of page, click next 
 Then click on K-1 grade level 

There are videos, lesson plans, resources, 
standards, and games/quizzes 

Unit 3 Week 1  
“What Time Is 
It?” 

Geography SS.1.13 Sequence the seasons of the 
year, month, and days of the 
week. 

Build Background:  How do 
we measure time?  Show 
teaching poster and discuss 
time words. 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with time, seasons, months, 
and days of the week.   
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Shared Writing:  Students 
write poems about time.   
Research and Inquiry:  
Students will conduct a 
project on a way to measure 
time.  They will invent a 
sundial.   
 
Text Connections:  What tools 
do we use to tell time?  How 
do we what time it is?  Why is 
time important?  TM page 
T46 

Unit 3 Week 4 
“Now and Then 

History SS.1.18 
SS.1.20 
SS.1.21 

Utilize primary source 
documents and oral accounts 
to investigate ways 
communities change 
throughout history. 
Explore the history of the 
community and give 
examples of locally significant 
sites and people. 
Illustrate personal history by 
creating a timeline. 

Build Background:  How was 
life long ago different from 
life now? 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with history of how things 
were a long time ago versus 
now.   
 
Shared Writing:  Write an 
opinion story to support the 
opinion that life today is not 
as hard as it was long ago. 
 
Create Venn Diagram:  Life 
now versus long ago in our 
community.   
 

Make sure teacher has knowledge of the 
history of the community and knows local 
sites/people. 
 
Gather primary source documents.  
Library may be useful.   
 
Change day 4 project to creating a 
personal history timeline.  Plan ahead and 
have parents send in information to or 
have parents help with project at home. 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Research and Inquiry:  
Change writing a report to 
creating a personal history 
timeline. 

Unit 3 Week 5 
“From Farm to 
Table” 

Economics SS.1.8 Demonstrate the exchange of 
goods and services. 

Build Background:  How do 
we get food from the farm to 
the table?  Lead conversation 
to where we get our goods 
from. 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with where food comes from.   
 
Use a graphic organizer to 
build knowledge of goods and 
services. 
 
Shared Writing:  Change 
writing to what is your 
favorite good you could not 
live without. 
 
Research and Inquiry:  Create 
a flowchart.  Research with a 
partner on the process of 
how a good starts and ends 
up with you purchasing it. 

Be sure to build the knowledge of 
exchange of goods and services. 
 
This is a good website for using with this 
week.  It has posters and etc. on goods 
and services. 
https://www.kidseconposters.com/goods-
and-services-poster 

Unit 3 Week 6 Economics SS.1.9 Explain how individuals and 
families earn, spend and save 
money. 

 Since Unit 3 Week 5 is covering Farm to 
Table, you could add in how the families 
earn their money selling their farm goods.  
You could add a project about selling  
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

something like lemonade or just about 
anything.   
 
Add in stories about money.  Complete a 
writing assignment about how to save 
money.  
 
Use SeeSaw for students.  Select activity 
library and review all the resources on 
money and how families earn money for 
1st grade. (There are lots of resources 
here)  Select activities and assign to 
students.   

Unit 4 Week 6 Geography SS.1.12 Give examples of natural 
resources and their uses. 

 To cover this standard, you will need to 
add in the information and change the 
project to working on natural resources 
and their uses. 
 
Add in literature for students to read.  
(Epic has some books for students on this 
topic) 
 
Have students research natural resources.  
Create a project where the students write 
about the resources they find and put 
together a project or poster board.  
Station time would be a good place for 
students to work together. 
 
Use SeeSaw for students.  Select activity 
library and review all the resources on 
natural resources for 1st grade. (There are 
lots of resources here)  Select activities 
and assign to students.    
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Unit 6 Week 5 Civics SS.1.3 Investigate the symbols and 
traditions of the United States 
that provide a sense of 
community across time (e.g., 
Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
Memorial Day, Pledge of 
Allegiance, patriotic songs, 
landmarks, art and literature 
that demonstrates 
community traditions, etc.) 

Build Background:  What are 
holidays we celebrate in our 
country?  Why do we 
celebrate them? 
 
Literature big book, shared 
read, interactive read aloud, 
leveled readers, and 
literature anthology all deal 
with traditions of the U.S. 
 
Shared Writing:  Write about 
giving thanks and why we do 
we celebrate Thanksgiving.  
(you could have them write 
about any US holiday or 
tradition) 
 
Research and Inquiry:  
Change from doing Japanese 
Children’s Day Flag to doing 
the American Flag.   

This would be good time to have a 
program with patriotic songs and etc.  Use 
your imagination. 
 
Also a good time to invite Veterans in to 
do a program for your class. 

Unit 6 Week 6 WV History SS.1.22 Recognize and recite the state 
motto. 

Change Reader’s Theater and 
find one about a US holiday 
or tradition. 
 
Time for Kids:  This Land is 
Our Land.  Read with 
students.  Use interactive 
map.   
 
Complete Write About 
Reading:  Places in the US 
they have visited. 
 

Need a copy of the state motto for each 
child. 
 
WVInfoDepot.org 

 Click on West Virginia 
 Then click on West Virginia, a 

Digital Primer, West Virginia State 
Museum Education 

 Next, click to begin 
 At top of page, click next 
 Then click on K-1 grade level 

There are videos, lesson plans, resources, 
standards, and games/quizzes 
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Wonders Unit SS Strand SS Standard 
Number 

Description Resource/Activity Instructional Practice/Enhancement 

Take a Stand:  Honor our 
Country.  Add the our state 
motto here 
 
Research and Inquiry:  
Change this to having 
students research the state 
motto.   

 


