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Lakeland Regional High School 
205 Conklintown Road 

Wanaque, New Jersey 07465-2198 
973-835-1900 

FAX:  973-835-2834 
MR.  HUGH E. BEATTIE 

Chief School Administrator 

 
            August 2021 

Dear Lakeland Families and Friends, 

 

I hope that you enjoyed a healthy, happy and relaxing summer. As we prepare for the beginning of this 

school year, I would like to provide you with a few updates on our schedule for the first few days/weeks of 

the school year. 

 

In June 2021, the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE), in conjunction with the New Jersey 

Department of Health (NJDOH), released the Health and Safety Guidance for the 2021-2022 school year, 

The Road Forward - Health and Safety Guidance for the 21-22 School Year.  The guidance provides the 

clear and direct statement that schools must plan to provide full day, full-time, in-person instruction and 

operations for the 2021-2022 school year. The remainder of the document provides expectations and 

recommendations for processes and procedures related to school operations.  In addition to the Road 

Forward, the Governor, on August 6, 2021, issued Executive Order 251 which requires all students, staff 

and visitors to wear a mask while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.  

 

Student will begin the 2021-2022 school year with two half days on Thursday, September 2 and Friday, 

September 3. Students will arrive at our regular start time and classes on those two days will end at 

12:28pm. On those dates, our faculty will be involved in professional development in the afternoons. A 

regular full day schedule will begin on Tuesday, September 7 (Those observing the Rosh Hashanah holiday 

will have an excused absence on that day.) 

 

There will be no classes for students on Thursday, September 16 in observation of Yom Kippur. Students 

will not have classes on Friday, September 17 since that date has been scheduled for a professional 

development day for all faculty members.  

 

We will be holding a virtual Back-to-School night on Thursday, September 23.  For that day and the 

following week, our faculty will hold a pre-recorded, virtual, class information night that can be accessed 

by parents at any time between September 23 and September 30. All class information and expectations 

will be available for families and friends to access at their convenience. More information will be 

forthcoming. Friday, September 24 will be a regular scheduled school day for all. There will be no delayed 

opening on that day. 

 

Most importantly, we are excited to return to full in-person days for all.  Students benefit from attending 

school regularly.  Classroom instruction is most effective when all students are together in a single place.  

Below are some Frequently Asked Questions that may assist in understanding what we believe September 

will look like.  This document is based on the guidance referenced above and in consultation with our own 

nursing staff and local health officials. 
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What will the typical school day look like?   

One of the key takeaways from last year is that our students seemed to thrive with a shorter block period.  

Based on stakeholder feedback, research, and data analysis, we have made the decision to modify the 

structure of our school day to include 70-minute blocks as compared to 80-minute blocks. The academic 

day will begin at 7:40am and end at 2:08pm. Our teachers and staff will still be available daily until 

2:40pm. Extra-curricular activities and our extra help/support programs will begin right after school. We 

will also be returning to our A/B schedule and moving away from our semesterized block.  Please see page 

4 for a calendar. 

What, if any, mitigation strategies will the district employ to reduce the potential transmission of the 

virus?  

Once again, we will depend upon our parents and guardians to utilize the Daily Screening Tool in Realtime 

before sending their child to school.  It is important that children remain home if sick. While at school, we 

will continue to emphasize frequent hand washing and proper respiratory etiquette.  Hand sanitizer will be 

readily available in all classrooms and hallways.  As per the directive of the Governor (8/6/21), all students, 

staff and visitors will be required to wear face coverings/masks while inside the school building.  

Our custodial staff will continue to clean and disinfect during the school day (i.e., wiping down common 

surfaces, enhanced cleaning) and in the evenings.   

Physical distancing will be in place where feasible and practical. 

Will special school activities, trips, assembly programs return?   

 

 Yes, we do plan on reinstituting a number of these school-community activities and experiences.  

If my child is on a bus, must they wear a mask?   

 Yes.  Currently the Road Forward guidance does in fact require masks to be worn while on buses.   

How is airflow being addressed?    

Last year, the district adopted a more frequent schedule for changing air filters in each unit ventilation 

system.  Increasing air flow as much as possible continues to be a recommendation from our local health 

officials and the Road Forward guidance.  All of our rooms, common areas, and hallways are air-

conditioned.  Windows will remain open as much as possible.   

What happens if my child tests positive for COVID-19?  

The district will continue to follow the guidelines for quarantine for those individuals who test positive for 

COVID-19.  Current guidance requires a quarantine period of 10 days from when symptoms began or, if 

asymptomatic, when the individual tested positive.  

What happens if my child is identified as a close contact of someone who tests positive for COVID-19?  

Close contacts are those individuals who were within 3-6 feet for more than 15 minutes of someone during 

the time that the individual was positive for COVID-19.  The length of quarantine for close contacts is 

dependent on a number of factors.  The district will continue to utilize the NJDOH Weekly COVID 

Activity Level Report as a basis for transmission levels.  
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Please note that an individual identified as a close contact does not need to be quarantined if either they 
have had COVID within the past 90 days (lab confirmed) or they are fully vaccinated (proof of vaccination 

required). 

Quarantine includes removal from all extracurricular/athletic activities as well as inability to attend school. 

Will the district be inquiring as to the vaccination status of my child?     

It is helpful for the school nurse to be aware of who is vaccinated for contact tracing purposes.  This 

information is confidential and will not be shared.  We ask that parents whose child(ren) have been 

vaccinated submit proof of vaccination to the respective school nurse.  While we are encouraging all staff 

and students who are eligible to get vaccinated, there is currently no requirement regarding vaccination.  

Will the guidelines change at any point?  

This document represents the guidance the district will use unless circumstances require changes or the 

Governor, NJDOH, NJDOE or local health officials provide updated guidance and/or directives.   We will 

continue to provide updates regarding any changes to our reopening guidance.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us by phone or email. I wish you a wonderful 

remainder of the summer and look forward to seeing all our students in September. 

 

Respectfully, 

Hugh E. Beattie 
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LAKELAND REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
  
 

September Calendar 

Monday, Aug 30 Tuesday, Aug 31 Wednesday, Sept 1 Thursday, Sept 2 Friday, Sept 3 

 
Summer Hours 

 

 
Summer Hours 

 

 
*Staff Only* 

Staff/Department 
Meetings 

 

 
A-Day 

 
*Early Dismissal* 

12:28pm 
Staff Meetings 

 

B-Day 
 

*Early Dismissal* 
12:28pm 

Staff Meetings 

Monday, Sept 6 Tuesday, Sept 7 Wednesday, Sept 8 Thursday, Sept 9 Friday, Sept 10 

 
 

District Closed: 
Labor Day 

 
 
 

 
A-Day 

 
 

B-Day 
 

 
 

A-Day 
 

Class Meetings during 
Lunch Blocks 

 

 
B-Day 

 
Class Meetings 

during Lunch Blocks 

Monday, Sept 13 Tuesday, Sept 14 Wednesday, Sept 15 Thursday, Sept 16 Friday, Sept 17 

 
 
 

A-Day 
 
 
 

 
B-Day 

 
A-Day 

 
District Closed: 

Yom Kippur 
 

*Staff Only* 
Staff/Department 

Meetings 
 

Monday, Sept 20 Tuesday, Sept 21 Wednesday, Sept 22 Thursday, Sept 23 Friday, Sept 24 

 
 
 

B-Day 
 
 
 

 
A-Day 

 
B-Day 

 
A-Day 

 
*Virtual Back to 
School Night* 

 

 
 

B-Day 
 
 

Monday, Sept 27 Tuesday, Sept 28 Wednesday, Sept 29 Thursday, Sept 30 Friday, Oct 1 

 
 
 

A-Day 
 
 
 

 
B-Day 

 
A-Day 

 
B-Day 

 
*Club Fair* 

Period 9: 10th Grade 
Period 10: 9th Grade 

 

A-Day 

 


