
Richland County Community Unit #1

August 14, 2021

Dear RCCU1 Families:

When school starts on August 16th, we will welcome back students and staff members for a
school year that still has a significant level of uncertainty. We had all hoped that this school year
would be back to normal, and for a time it seemed like it would be close to normal.
Unfortunately, it feels like we have taken a step or two backwards in recent weeks and the issue
of wearing a mask at school has taken on a level of controversy that I have rarely seen.

Since the pandemic began, our goal has been a return to full in-person learning. Wherever you
stand on the issue of masks, I believe this is a goal that the majority of people share. Now as we
begin this school year, that goal will be realized. In addition to full in-person learning, students
will also have the opportunity to fully participate in extracurricular activities.

On August 4th Governor Pritzker issued a state mandate that required universal masking in all
public and private PreK-12 schools in Illinois. Both the State Superintendent of Education and
the school district’s attorney have told us that this mandate carries the force of law and it must
be followed. If not, there are potential consequences to the school district that are significant.
Those consequences include a loss of state recognition, which would mean that our diplomas
are meaningless, our school district is not eligible for IHSA activities, and we would not be
eligible for state funding. If those reasons are not enough, this would also put the school district
at risk for lawsuits and loss of insurance coverage. This is too great a risk for the school district
to assume.

These have been difficult and challenging times for everyone. I am hopeful that our community
can come together and try to heal the divisions that have developed over the past several
months.

Best Regards,

Chris A. Simpson, Superintendent of Schools


