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August 12, 2021 
 
Ms. Sandy Holloway 
Louisiana BESE, President 
P.O. Box 94064, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9064 
 
Dr. Cade Brumley 
Louisiana Department of Education, Superintendent 
1201 North Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA  70802-5243 
 
Dear President Holloway and Superintendent Brumley: 
 
During the 2020-2021 school year, the United States Department of Education 
(USDOE) has been accepting requests for waivers from States on certain ESEA 
provisions relating to Assessment, Accountability, and/or Reporting Requirements 
associated with school and district accountability. Nationally, forty-four states, 
Washington D.C., the Bureau of Indian Education, and Puerto Rico have received 
approval to waive federal Accountability and Reporting Requirements (See: ESSA 
State Waivers). To date, the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) has not 
sought a waiver from accountability or reporting requirements for the 2020-2021 
school year. 
 
The Louisiana School Boards Association (LSBA) joins other educational 
stakeholders, including the Louisiana Legislature who unanimously adopted HR 
54 authored by Rep. Buddy Mincey and SR 51 authored by Sen. Rogers Pope, in 
urging BESE and State Superintendent Dr. Brumley to seek relief from ESSA in 
the form of an accountability and reporting waiver. While the LSBA understands 
the LDOE was awaiting Spring 2021 test results to gauge student impact, LSBA 
has long disagreed with that strategy.  
 
Significant external factors (natural disasters, weather disturbances, pandemic, 
etc.) caused considerable disruptions in learning, resulted in a stark decline in 
student population, and frequently created a lack of stability for families and staff. 
Thus, regardless of the results it has always been likely that the data would not be 
reliable. Reliability in data is a key component of effective data analysis. Reliability 
is affected by consistency, or the lack thereof, as well as external factors. There is 
little debate that student outcomes were influenced; the lack of reliability results in 
a lack of confidence that the data is useful in the aggregate.  
 
 

https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/school-support-and-accountability/essa-state-plans-assessment-waivers/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/school-support-and-accountability/essa-state-plans-assessment-waivers/
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HR54&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HR54&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=SR41&sbi=y
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We can think of no other time in Louisiana’s accountability system when the inequality of 
resources across the state was more present. There is little debate that staff and families 
across the state have done their best to provide consistency and overcome the impact of 
external factors. Their efforts, vigilance, and flexibility should be applauded, not be penalized.  
 
Our association has heard concerns that receiving a waiver may hinder the public from 
gathering performance data on their local schools. As a condition of receiving a waiver, states 
must make assurance to the USDOE that specific reporting requirements will still be made 
public, despite the waiver (See page 413: ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(F); See pages 2-3: 
Accountability-Waiver-Template ). Moreover, as seen on page two of state letters (See: 
Accountability Waiver Response) the USDOE is additionally encouraging all states receiving a 
waiver to provide some level of publicly available data to stakeholders. We are assured by the 
waiver conditions that transparency will be maintained. 
 
I and my staff are available to discuss this matter in depth should you wish. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Janet Pope 
Executive Director 
Louisiana School Boards Association 

 
 

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/03/20-21-Accountability-Waiver-Template-Final.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/06/AL-Accountability-waiver-Response.pdf

