
District Planning Committee
Agenda, 8/12/21

6:30 pm
Zoom Link

Participants:
Amanda Kozaka, Library Media Specialist, CEMS
Gallagher, Brianne, School Counselor, PCES
Cynthia Voltz, School Board Member
Del Peavey, Director of Special Services
Erin Taylor, School Nurse, PCES
Heather Altenburg, School Board Chair
Ingrid Whitaker, Grade 4 Teacher, PCES
Jess Rosie, Parent
Jason Manjourides, Principal, PCES
Jeff Thoreck, Athletic Director, CEHS
Jill Young, School Nurse, CEMS
Kathleen Raftice, Director of Community Services
Katherine Bock, Science Teacher, CEHS
Kimberly Carr, School Board Vice-Chair
Karen Jenkins, School Nurse, CEHS
Kyle Morey, Assistant Principal, CEMS
Laura Ellis, Interventionist, CEMS
Marcia Weeks, Business Manager
Nathan Carpenter Assistant Principal, CEHS
Peter Esposito, Director of Nutrition Services
Sarah Dodwell, Parent
Sarah Forrey-Pettit, Assistant Principal, PCES
Smita Sonti, School Physician
Troy Eastman, Principal, CEMS
Zakia Nelson, Parent
Michelle McClellan, Assistant Superintendent
Troy Patterson, Director of Educational Technology
John Springer, Principal, CEHS
Elizabeth Yarrington, English Teacher, CEHS
Christopher Storer, Director of Transportation
Sonia Medina, French/Spanish Teacher, CEHS
Chris Record, Superintendent

https://capeelizabethschools-org.zoom.us/j/88644157752?pwd=Y3A4RU9JN1Q5bTMza1hVTUlYZE9odz09


Purpose of the District Planning Committee
● Committee of stakeholders to review and discuss Covid-19 information in order to

provide the School Board and School Administration recommendations on how to
operate the district for the 21-22 school year

Process
● District Planning Committee will provide recommendations to the School Board for

consideration at a meeting on 8/16/21 at 6:30pm

Norms for our meeting
● Be respectful
● Share the air
● Aim for consensus
● Aim to conclude by 8:30pm

Underlying Goal: Have all Cape Elizabeth students and staff safely in school full-time for the
21-22 school year.

● “Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered prevention
strategies in place.” ~ CDC

● “We need to prioritize getting children back into schools alongside their friends and their
teachers -- and we all play a role in making sure it happens safely,” said Sonja O’Leary,
MD, FAAP, chair of the AAP Council on School Health. “The pandemic has taken a
heartbreaking toll on children, and it’s not just their education that has suffered but their
mental, emotional and physical health. Combining layers of protection that include
vaccinations, masking and clean hands hygiene will make in-person learning safe and
possible for everyone.” ~ American Academy of Pediatrics

● Resources for Consideration by the DPC & School Board
○ A link to the Dr. Shah briefing on 7/29/21 can be found here.
○ A Q&A document has been prepared from the questions that were submitted

during the webinar with Dr. Shah, and can be reviewed here.
○ Updated CDC Guidance provided by US CDC earlier last week
○ Additional resources that may be helpful include:

● U.S. CDC Guidance for COVID-19 Guidance for Schools
● Maine Pooled Testing FAQ
● DHHS memo on staff vaccination data collection

http://msma.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NDQ5MjcwJnA9MSZ1PTc5OTM2NzI4MiZsaT03MjYxODI4MQ/index.html
http://msma.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NDQ5MjcwJnA9MSZ1PTc5OTM2NzI4MiZsaT03MjYxODI4Mg/index.html
http://msma.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NDQ5MjcwJnA9MSZ1PTc5OTM2NzI4MiZsaT03MjYxODI4NA/index.html
http://msma.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NDQ5MjcwJnA9MSZ1PTc5OTM2NzI4MiZsaT03MjYxODI4NQ/index.html
http://msma.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NDQ5MjcwJnA9MSZ1PTc5OTM2NzI4MiZsaT03MjYxODI4Ng/index.html
http://msma.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04NDQ5MjcwJnA9MSZ1PTc5OTM2NzI4MiZsaT03MjYxODI4Nw/index.html


● American Academy of Pediatrics Updates Recommendations for Opening
Schools in Fall 2021

● This Rand report has some helpful information about implementing school
testing, including strategies for community engagement (box 5)

○ https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR
A1100/RRA1103-1/RAND_RRA1103-1.pdf

● Maine Vaccination Rates by Zip Code
● Maine DOE COVID Toolkit
● Studies (or lack thereof of impact of mask wearing on children)

○ https://dana.org/article/losing-face/
○ Insufficient data exists on physiological outcomes of mask wearing

in children.
○ https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8014099/
○ However, mask wearing over this past year+ has demonstrated

they are unlikely to be physically dangerous to healthy children or
adults.

●

Current situation according to Dr. Shah presentation on 7/29/21

● The Delta variant of COVID-19 has increased its presence in Maine as it has throughout
the country. Cases are multiplying greatly from week to week.

● Dr. Shah noted in the presentation he provided on July 29, information is changing very
quickly, and data is being updated constantly. More and more is being reported within the
state and national news as to the ease of spread of the Delta variant, as well as the impact
on those people who are not vaccinated, including our younger population. Incidents of
hospitalizations due to COVID-19 are increasing, mostly for those who are unvaccinated,
and many of these are children.

● Cumberland County transmission of SARS-CoV-2 has remains in “substantial” levels
(8/3 - 8/9)

○ https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

Agenda
● Review any updates from CDC, Dr. Shah, MDOE, etc. since 8/12/21
● Review previous meeting minutes from (8/12/21)

○ 8/4/21 District Planning Committee
● Revisit discussion on Pooled Testing
● Consider other mitigation measures

https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2021/american-academy-of-pediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-opening-schools-in-fall-2021/
https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2021/american-academy-of-pediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-opening-schools-in-fall-2021/
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RRA1100/RRA1103-1/RAND_RRA1103-1.pdf
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RRA1100/RRA1103-1/RAND_RRA1103-1.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/dashboard/rates-by-zip
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/toolkit
https://dana.org/article/losing-face/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8014099/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QJk8FR75w6Tth38Za-jnOb1jiMGCR0n7i6sCtDXP4Vc/edit?usp=sharing


○ Social distancing
■ Buses
■ Cafeteria
■ Classrooms

○ Symptom checks
○ Contact Tracing
○ Hand sanitizer
○ Disinfecting

● Volunteers?
● Field Trips?
● SOP?
● Athletic updates?

○ concessions, locker rooms, gym capacity & spectators
● Other?
● Next meeting?
● Reminder of 8/16/21 School Board meeting at Town Hall at 6:30 pm (masks required)


