
Hermitage School District
Information for the 2021-2022 School Year

HSD will adhere to guidelines provided by the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH)
and the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Schools (DESE), along with
guidance from the US Department of Education and the CDC. This guidance should
help us meet our goals of keeping everyone safe at school while providing the best
education possible and providing opportunities for social interaction and
extracurricular activities to occur.

1. What is the first day for students?

School will begin on Monday, August 16, 2021.

2. Will HSD offer a virtual learning option?

Yes, students in grades 9-12 were given the opportunity to apply to participate in Virtual
Learning in May, 2021 for the 2021-2022 school year. All other students, including our
Pre-K, will learn face-to-face this year, as we feel it is important for our students.

3. Who will be required to wear face coverings/masks?

After discussion at the August Board Meeting, HSD will not require students or staff to
wear masks, at this time. However, due to situations and interactions that we cannot
control, especially in classrooms, masks are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED,
especially for those students under the age of 12 and unable to be vaccinated and
those with medical issues that could become extremely ill if they contracted Covid-19.

School offices have face coverings available for anyone needing one.

No student or staff member in the HSD will be encouraged or discouraged from
wearing masks by any staff member or other students, nor will the HSD allow any type
of bullying, teasing, or other behavior because of a person’s or a family’s decision to
wear or not wear a mask. Any issues of this nature should be reported to the Building
Administrator as soon as possible.



PLEASE BE ADVISED: HSD is still under order to Quarantine and do Contact Tracing,
should we have positive cases in our schools. If both the positive case and the close
contact(s) were wearing their mask appropriately or have been fully vaccinated, the
close contact will not have to quarantine, as long as there are not Covid-19 related
symptoms present. This is a change from the guidance that was previously given
to schools.

4. Will HSD provide bus transportation?

Like last year, HSD encourages parents to drive their students to school. Buses will run
our regular routes and we will take necessary precautions to socially distance students
as much as possible, sanitize the bus, have hand sanitizer available for use, and crack
the windows to aid in air flow/circulation. Masks are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED for
students and staff when riding a bus.

5. What about visitors to the buildings?

HSD will limit visitors to our buildings, as a precaution to keep everyone safe. Students
may be checked in or out by communicating with the office using the system found at
the main door to each school. HSD will not allow parents to drop off food at school for
students near lunchtime, so food should be brought from home with the student.
Anyone wanting to visit the school should reach out to the building principal

6. What are the specific quarantine guidelines? (There are ADH mandated
and we will always follow their guidelines.)

Anyone meeting one or more of the criteria below does not have to quarantine:

• those who are within 90 days of having tested positive,

• those who are considered fully vaccinated (post 2 weeks of vaccination



for a single dose vaccine and post 2 weeks of the second dose for a two-dose
vaccine); and/or

• If both the positive case and the close contact were wearing their mask
appropriately, the close contact will not have to quarantine.

As part of the early quarantine release (after seven 24-hour periods of quarantine with
a negative test result no sooner than five 24-hour periods since exposure), individuals
falling into this category should continue to wear a mask until fourteen 24 hour periods
since exposure has passed.

7. How will HSD handle positive cases?
HSD is required to follow ADH guidelines. Guidance has been updated and includes
these changes:

● Students and Staff who are wearing a mask may now be exempt from being
considered a close contact in K-12 schools if both the confirmed and exposed
individuals are properly wearing an approved mask.

● A fully vaccinated individual does not need to quarantine at home following
close contact exposure to a test-confirmed positive if certain conditions are
met.

● Individuals who previously have had COVID-19 and recovered and are
within 3 months of their original diagnosis may not have to quarantine.

8. Will students be allowed to use the water fountains?

Touchless water refill stations are available to fill clear water bottles ONLY (not for
drinking) that are brought from home. Students are encouraged to bring UNOPENED
water bottles (clear containers) from home.

9. What special precautions will be implemented in regard to
cleaning and      sanitizing?

Sanitation and cleanliness will be a high priority for our district as we return to school.
Restrooms will be cleaned on a continuous basis throughout the day. We will also
continue the use of our sanitizing misting machines during the day and at night. We
will provide hand sanitizer for our students, and students will also wipe down their
desks periodically throughout the day. Social distancing to the greatest extent possible
will be observed in all areas of the school buildings.



10. lf a student comes to school sick, what will happen?

If a student comes to school sick, the school nurse or designee will screen the student
and check the child's temperature. If temperature is over the ADH guidance, the student
will be sent home and will need to be fever-free for 48 hours without medication before
returning to school. When the child returns to school, the school nurse or designee will
check the child's temperature. Please reach out to the school nurse or POC, Erandi
Acuchi-Alendar, if you have questions or need assistance.

Both students and staff will complete a daily screening tool PRIOR TO LEAVING HOME.
By entering our school district bus or campus, students and staff are saying NO to these
5 questions, developed by the CDC and ADH:  

1. Have you had a fever of 100.4 F in the last 2 days? 
2. Have you had a cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell? 
3. Have you been in contact with a person known to be infected with COVID-19 within

the previous 14 days? 
4. Have you or a member of your household tested positive for COVID-19 in the past

10 days?
5. Have you been tested for COVID-19 and are waiting test results?

If a student or staff member answers YES to any of the above questions, they should not
enter HSD property, according to current policies, and must notify the school office of the
situation. This notification will allow HSD to follow the mandated protocol from the ADH.

11. What about extracurricular activities?
The AAA will continue to govern most of these activities, along with guidance from ADH
and DESE. Any sanctioned contests involving HSD athletes that are cancelled by the
district will be considered a forfeiture. AAA is encouraging all student athletes to get
vaccinated to reduce the possibility of having to quarantine, thus impacting competitions.

12. What are the teacher’s plans for student learning?
Teachers have been working in their curriculum to address learning lost or missed since
the pandemic began in March, 2020. New resources/instructional materials have been
purchased to aid in high quality instruction. Students will be assessed and learning
missed or lost will be addressed. There will be opportunities at HHS for students to
recover credit lost, due to class failures or non-attendance.

13. What happens if there is a school closure?
HSD has been approved for 10 AMI days for the 2021-2022 school year. In the event
that there is a contagious disease outbreak or other emergency, HSD will follow our
approved AMI plan. In the event that the HSD can not, under these circumstances,
provide quality education, the district will close and the missed days will be made up
according to the approved school calendar. The approved AMI plan is found on the
HSD website, www.hermitageschools.org.

http://www.hermitageschools.org


14. What are the plans for technology and internet access?
Like last year, each student will be provided a Chromebook. However, this year,
learning will occur face-to-face. The district has a limited number of hot spots for
internet access that can be checked out in the school office for instances where they
are needed for learning purposes.

15. What are the expectations if my student is quarantined or isolated?
Students are expected to Zoom into their classes to receive the teacher-led
instruction. They will then complete their work in Google classroom. Work is expected
to be completed daily. Teachers will communicate with students via Google classroom
or school email.

16. What are the attendance expectations for my student?
Those attendance policies found in the 2021-2022 Parent/Student Handbook will be
followed. In short, students are expected to attend school daily. Students are allowed,
per semester, a maximum of 6 excused absences and 2 unexcused absences.

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS:
DISTRICT POINT-OF-CONTACT (POC):
ERANDI ACUCHI ALENDAR - (870) 820-4644

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT/ALTERNATE POC:
DR. TRACY TUCKER - (870) 918-8901

BOTH OF THESE NUMBERS ACCEPT VOICE CALLS AND TEXT
MESSAGES.






