
Unofficial Minutes 

March 21, 2016 
Regular Meeting 
Mill Creek Valley USD #329 
MCVJH Library 
7:00 p.m. 
  
Kelly Oliver, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. All of the                                     
Board Members were present except Don Frank and Steve Murray. 
  
Imthurn moved to approve the agenda.   Bauer seconded.  Motion carried 5­0. 
  
Murray entered the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 
  
WHS Principal, Jeff Stuewe along with WHS Wrestling Coaches Joey Heersche and Travis Conrad proudly                             
introduced WHS wrestlers Riley Tubbs, Kolby Droegemeier, and Chandlor Polston and recapped their                         
successful season that ended with an appearance at the State Meet in Hays. These wrestlers, along with                                 
Ryan Rose, achieved 9​th in State. Droegemeier is 2A 145 lb. State Runner­Up and Tubbs is the 2A 126 lb.                                       
State Champion, the 1​st State Champion in WHS Wrestling history! The Board congratulated the athletes                             
and coaches on this, the most successful wresting season in WHS history.   
  
The Board then proceeded on a tour of the Middle School and Junior High facilities led by Principal Steve                                     
Oliver. The Board was impressed with the condition of the buildings and commended custodians Tamzen                             
Steege and Carrie Thompson on their work in keeping the buildings clean.   
  
Frank entered the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
  
There were written reports from the Principals. Mr. Oliver reported that State Assessment testing was going                               
well in spite of software system changes that the State implemented mid­stream. He complimented the                             
Board on the choice of iPads for the One­to­One Initiative as they are working very well for State                                   
Assessments and have had no repair issues to date. 
  
Maintenance Director Fred Johnson and Technology Director Austin Lawrence also submitted written                       
reports. Mr. Lawrence stated that upgrades will be made to the bus security system, with a small monitor to                                     
be added in each bus. This will make it easier for staff to review the recordings. Superintendent Starnes                                   
noted that there are no recorded easements on the communication tower property and plans to have a gate                                   
installed on the north property border. 
  
WHS Athletic Director, Jeron Weisshaar, reported on basketball post­season honors and gave numbers out                           
for Track (18 boys, 14 girls), Baseball (21) and Softball (19).  
  
Bauer moved to approve the consent agenda. Frank seconded. Motion carried 7­0. The consent agenda                             
included: Approval of the February 8, 2016 meeting minutes; Approval of the February 29, 2016 Treasurer’s                               
Report; Payment of bills totaling $203,660,58; Accept Food Service Director’s Report; Accept PDC minutes                           
from March 7, 2016. 
  
Starnes presented bids for grounds maintenance throughout the district. Oliver moved to approve the bid                             
from Tru Green for $3,997 annually for fertilizer/weed control around the five school building entries, football                               
game field and football practice field. Hajny seconded. Motion failed 3­4 with Bauer, Murray, Frank and                               
Imthurn opposed. After further discussion, Hess moved to approve the bid from Tru Green for $3,997                               
annually for fertilizer/weed control around the five school building entries, football game field and football                             
practice field in addition to a one time spring aeration on the football field ($1,178) and practice football field                                     
($1,178) one time fall aeration/seeding on the football field ($2,378). Oliver seconded. Motion carried 5­2                             
with Frank opposed and Murray abstaining. Hess advised Starnes to check with the Wabaunsee County                             

 



Weed Dept. on spraying fence lines. 
  
Murray moved to approve the bid fromWayne Leonard for lease of the brome plot by the football field. Hess                                       
seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Starnes presented a proposal to increase the rates at Alma Grade School Day Care. Discussion followed                               
on this topic along with the need for day care and a pre­school at Maple Hill. Hess moved to postpone a                                         
decision until the April meeting.  Murray seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Murray moved to approve a change to the Classified Handbook regarding the expense for bus drivers’                               
physicals and CDL endorsements.  Bauer seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Bauer moved to approve the purchase of 3 year software package from Skyward for $15,076 annually after                                 
initial trainings and data migration, which will replace numerous software systems now being used. Imthurn                             
seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Oliver moved to accept a donation of $350 to the WHS Athletic Dept. from Kansas Networks Volleyball Club.                                   
Murray seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Hess moved to approve a $200 donation to WHS FCCLA for their annual banquet. Murray seconded.                               
Motion carried 7­0. 
  
The Board took a five minute break. 
  
Oliver moved to go into executive session at 9:30 p.m. for 15 minutes for the purpose of Personnel: To                                     
protect the privacy interests of an identifiable individual. Bauer seconded. Motion carried 7­0. Mr.                           
Starnes was included in the session. The Board reconvened at 9:45 p.m. 
  
Oliver moved to approve the transfer of Heather Wagner to WHS Head Secretary. Murray seconded.                             
Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Frank moved to approve the employment of Logan Barlow as Maple Hill Elementary 3​rd Grade Teacher for                                 
the 2016­17 school year.  Bauer seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Frank moved to approve the employment of Carrie Weisshaar as WHS Asst. Secretary. Bauer seconded.                             
Motion carried 6­1 with Murray abstaining. 
  
Frank moved to approve Abigail Anderson and Emily Anderson as Part­Time Custodians. Bauer seconded.                           
Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Frank moved to regretfully accept the resignation of Don Ginavan, WHS Asst. Football Coach. Imthurn                             
seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
Frank moved to accept the resignation of Dawn Grams, Maple Hill Grade School 4​thGrade teacher, effective                                 
at the end of the 2015­16 school year.  Bauer seconded.  Motion carried 7­0. 
  
The following topics were covered in the Superintendent/Board Member Forum: Legislative bills currently                         
being discussed regarding school finance and Common Core; Difference in state aid as a result of block                                 
grant; Leader­In­Me school program; KSDE recognition of WHS as one of only two schools in the state to be                                     
honored and the only small school; Low number of student athletes competing in football. 
  
Oliver moved to adjourn.   Imthurn seconded.  Motion carried 7­0.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 
  
Submitted by Elaine Deiter, Clerk 
 

 


