
Guide to their Future at The Imagination Lab 
We are excited to have you share your career/job/hobby with our students! The vision of The 
Imagination Lab is to help students develop a "joy for learning that leads to a lifetime of 
opportunities."  Presenters like you will help students start to imagine  the possibilities and 
opportunities ahead of them as they begin planning their futures as employees and life-long 
learners. We also want them to see and appreciate arts, crafts, and other joy-creating hobbies 
since we no longer ask our students "what do you want to be when you grow up?"; but "what 
problem do you want to solve as you grow?" 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

1.  What does it mean to be a Guide to their Future at The Imagination Lab? 
We know that students can’t be what they can’t see, so we would like to 
connect students with people from all varieties of career paths.  We want 
students to think and dream about what their future might entail.   Being a 
Guide means to share your career story, what you do at your job/career, why 
you do what you do and how you became qualified to work at your job/career. 
We want students to be exposed to all walks of life so they have an idea of the 
many opportunities that await them.   
 
In addition to careers/jobs, we would also like to expose students to interesting 
hobbies, unique skills, and interesting travels that people have experienced.  It is 
our goal for students to have numerous contacts with people who connect with 
them, inspire them, and help influence their future.   
 
Plainfield Community School Corporation K-5 students will visit The Imagination 
Lab at least once a month in 2018-2019 in grade level divisions for a 90-minute 
Odyssey. We will have two Odysseys per day -- a morning and an afternoon 
session.  During their Odyssey, students will be split into eight groups which will be 
stationed throughout The Lab and engaged in eight different active learning 
experiences.  The Connecting experience, which features a Guide to their Future 
is one of these eight activities.   

2. Who can be a Guide? 
Anyone who has a job, a career, a hobby - we would like our students to see a 
wide variety of options for the future!  ideal connectors will provide them with a 
unique way of seeing possibilities for their future.  We are looking for 
professionals that serve in a variety of areas: artist, scientist, electrician, CEO, 
farmer, pipe-fitter, financial expert, webmaster, dancer, pilot, attorney, plumber, 
baker, fireman, beekeeper, ect...there is no end to our list of possibilities.  

   



3. When do Connecting experiences, featuring a Guide to their Future,  occur? 
Each Odyssey will include two Connecting Experiences during the morning and 
during the afternoon session. 
 

Morning session 
9:15 - 10:45 am 

 
Afternoon session 

1:30 - 3:00 pm 
 
If you are a Guide, we are asking you to conduct two experiences within an 
Odyssey.   So, if you volunteer for two sessions in one day, you would present a 
total of four times.   

4. How often can I be a Guide? 
You can sign up for one session, two sessions in the same day, once a month, or 
whatever works with your schedule -- you just need to be able to dedicate two 
hours each time to sharing your story. Because of the rotation of all K-5 students 
through The Imagination Lab Odysseys, you would have a new audience every 
time you volunteer to Guide. Therefore, the same presentation would work 
multiple times.  

5. How long does a presentation last? 
Odysseys last 90 minutes, during which two groups of students will rotate through 
a Connecting experience (alternating with a Growing experience in the 
Learning Garden).  With transition time between groups, you will have about 
35-40 minutes to engage with the students.  

6. Why do I present twice when I sign up for one Connecting experience? 
We have designed each Odyssey to include several experiences. The 
Connecting experience, featuring a Guide to their Future, is designed for 2 small 
groups of 10-15 students to interact with the speaker.  We believe this is perfect 
amount of time for a speaker to share their story and engage students in a short 
activity that allows students to see and feel the profession/hobby/skill being 
shared with them. 

7.  Can I choose the age of students to present to? 
Yes, the schedule for student visits to The Imagination Lab is already complete, 
and in the sign-up process, you can see which grade level is attending each 
Odyssey, and choose accordingly. 



8.   How do I volunteer to Connect?  
Complete an online form to select one or multiple Guide dates.  The form is 
designed to help you understand more about the Connecting experience and 
the role of a Guide to their Future as you complete it.  Here is a preview of the 
questions you can expect: 

● Which category best fits your career/job/hobby? (17 options, including 
“other”) 

● Who is your employer?  (an optional question) 
● Describe your career/job/hobby. 
● What are some ideas you have to share this career/job/hobby so that 

your audience of elementary children can connect with a real-world 
problem or envision their future? 

● Have you volunteered or worked in a setting with elementary students 
before? [an answer of “no” just give us an opportunity to provide some 
extra information as you prepare -- experience is not necessary!] 

● Active learning is a central focus of The Imagination Lab.  With time for 
transitions, we anticipate you will have about 35 minutes with each group 
of students.  Do you have an idea for an activity the students could do or 
be a part of to learn about your career/job/hobby? 

○ If yes, then 
■  briefly describe your idea 
■ Please list any materials you would need to us to provide to 

make the activity successful. 
○ If not really, then 

■ No worries!  The Imagination Lab staff would enjoy 
developing an activity for or with you!  What is the best way 
to reach you in order to discuss ideas?  

9. Why do I have to have an activity the students could do or be a part of? 
Active learning is a central focus of The Imagination Lab we want it to be a part 
of every experience students have there.  In addition, students will remember 
and be inspired far more by doing something related to your job/career/hobby 
in addition to hearing you talk about it. 

10. What kind of activity? 
An ideal activity would include some sort of hand-on experience that gives the 
students an idea of what your world is like.  The activity could be a 
demonstration or a small activity that lends itself to your career field.  We are 
hoping for something engaging and novel that inspires students to think about 
themselves in your role someday. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVfkTj1tvaJ79cm99oeBnE7wTl_G3aiyJvmZlan_I-0uQtrw/viewform?usp=sf_link


11. What if I can’t come up with an idea for an activity? 
We are ready to help!  If you indicate on the form that you’d like help 
developing an idea, one of our staff members will reach out to you. 

12. Do I have to bring my own materials for the activity? 
You are welcome to and might need to if it requires specialized equipment.  But 
we will have paper, crayons, glue and many other general supplies on hand. 
List what you’ll need on the sign up form, and we will try to provide it! 

13. When can materials for my presentation be delivered to The Lab? 
You can bring anything with you on the day of your presentation. But if you’d 
like to bring something before, we can accept and secure it at The Lab 
(including refrigeration or freezing) ahead of time. 

14. How many students will I be working with during each time I present during 
an Odyssey? 

You will be working directly with 10-15 students at a time. Since you present 
twice, you’ll need materials for 20-30 students 

15. Will there be other adults in the room? 
Yes, there will be several volunteers and teachers who will be stationed 
throughout the Imagination Lab.  Each experience, including the Connecting 
experience, will have a volunteer or teacher assigned to help with student 
management and handling of materials.  

16. Will I have access to AV/presentation tools? 
The Imagination Lab has state-of-the-art monitors that can connect to via an 
HDMI cable or through a wireless projection system (AirTame -- you can 
download the software at https://airtame.com/download in advance, if you’d 
like to use that option) 

17.  Why do I have to complete a background check? 
The Imagination Lab is a student-centered learning environment.  Students will 
be strategically placed throughout The Lab during Odysseys.  It is critical that all 
adults in The Lab have undergone a criminal background check so that 
everyone is comfortable with children interacting with adults volunteering in The 
Lab. 
 
 
More questions?  Email TheImaginationLab@plainfield.k12.in.us 

https://airtame.com/download
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