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2021-2022 Return to Traditional School FAQ 
August 6, 2021 

 
 
1. What will class sizes look like this year? Will you be asking for the waiver to increase class 

size, or will you follow the guidelines? It is important because you cannot follow social 
distancing if you have 27 students in a classroom. 

2. What will be the ratio for classrooms? 25-30 students in a room?  
3. What will the classrooms look like? Shields? Social distancing? 
4. Will class sizes be smaller? 
 

The plan is to return to as normal a setting as possible this school year while following 
important safety protocols. For instance, we will continue to have social distancing to the extent 
it is possible, and we will continue to use desk shields where needed. Face masks cannot be 
required per the Governor’s Executive Order, but they are highly encouraged.  
 
In elementary grades 1-4, the standard student-teacher ratio will remain 22-1. On rare 
occasions, as needed, waivers may be requested. In other grades, the ratio will vary according 
to the classroom size. 

 
 
5. Children 0-11 years of age, are the elementary schools being given an option to go virtual, 

since they are not able to receive the Covid vaccine how are we protecting those children, if 
face masks are not mandatory? There is no vaccine available for them. 

6. If Covid variants are on the rise, when will McAllen ISD decide to either continue with face 
to face or online? I wouldn’t want my 4 children to go face to face if there’s others students 
who may have the Covid variant. 

7. Covid rates are going up. How come you can't offer online school to the parents who have 
elderly and infants at home? 

 
As of August 6, 2021, the Texas Education Agency has not provided funding to school districts 
for virtual learning.  Virtual learning is not an option, at this time, but McAllen ISD will 
consider cases for students with extenuating medical circumstances and forego the TEA 
attendance funding for those limited cases. Please contact your child’s campus nurse for the 
documents required for consideration. 
 
According to the FDA, a vaccine for children under 12 years old may become available in early 
to midwinter and we will continue to monitor that situation. Although face masks cannot be 
required per the Governor’s Executive Order, we will continue to strongly encourage their use 
with students and staff. A parent survey regarding mask consent was made available in 
Skyward on Friday, August 6. We are asking parents to tell us if they prefer their child wear a 
mask while at school. 
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8. We have unvaccinated kids. How is MISD going to keep them safe without a mask mandate, 
especially now that the Delta variant is in our community? 

9. What will happen if the Delta variant gets worse here in the Valley and what about our kids 
who aren't able to get vaccinated just yet like ages 4-12? It's important to know because the 
Delta variant is getting more severe and is more dangerous toward kids.  

10. How is the new information regarding the Delta variant influencing decisions made at our 
district? It spreads more rapidly and many students have not been vaccinated. 

11. With the new variant what are schools doing to keep our children safe? Most schools, they 
are going to social distance and all this stuff but I saw differently last school year. 

12. What are you all doing to protect the children with the new Delta variants? 
13. I am concerned about what is going to be done to protect the students from contracting 

COVID-19 now that there is a more contagious variant? It is important because not all 
students can get vaccinated or their families aren’t vaccinated. There is no mask mandate as 
well. 

 
As we monitor local health conditions, we can possibly activate more advanced stages of our 
school district safety plan that was implemented last year. There are four stages to this plan that 
escalate as local health conditions worsen.  Per student attendance guidelines set forth by the 
Texas Education Agency, we must partner with the Texas Education Agency as we escalate the 
stages.   
 
We will be following other safety protocols as well. For instance, we will continue to use desk 
shields where needed and we will continue to have social distancing to the extent it is possible. 
Frequent hand washing and sanitizing will remain part of the school day. In addition, we will 
continue our rigorous program of cleaning and sanitizing our school buildings and school buses 
each day. Although face masks are not mandatory, we highly encourage their use and we will, 
with parent consent, honor the wearing of masks by their child. A parent survey regarding mask 
consent was made available in Skyward on Friday, August 6. We are asking parents to tell us if 
they prefer their child wear a mask while at school. 
 
This school year, learning will take place in a face-to-face setting in our schools. As of August 
6, 2021, the Texas Education Agency has not provided funding to school districts for virtual 
learning.  Virtual learning is not an option, at this time, but McAllen ISD will consider cases 
for students with extenuating medical circumstances and forego the TEA attendance funding 
for those limited cases. Please contact your child’s campus nurse for the documents required 
for consideration. 
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14. Is the state and our district not requiring 6 feet apart? Space is necessary to prevent the 
spread. With all students set to return, how will that space be managed? 

15. With the majority of children unable to get the Covid-19 vaccine and the new Delta variant 
beginning to spread, why the lack of concern? Children not being social distanced will be the 
reason why the new variant spreads. Why not keep social distancing in place to insure 
children's safety? 

16. Why does it seem like McAllen is no longer worried about Covid? Kids are not eligible to get 
the vaccine so they should be protected against Covid-19 and the new strain. 

17. Is the 6ft apart still going to be implemented? Are the students going to be separated in the 
classroom and cafeteria? 

 
McAllen ISD takes the health and safety of all students and staff very seriously. That is why we 
have detailed protocols in place. The CDC has updated its recommendations regarding social 
distancing – “When it is not possible to maintain a physical distance of at least 3 feet, such as 
when schools cannot fully re-open while maintaining these distances, it is especially important 
to layer multiple other prevention strategies…”.  

Our strategy will include social distancing to the extent possible and layering other prevention 
strategies including desk shields where needed, frequent hand washing and hand sanitizing plus 
extensive cleaning of the school building by staff. Although face masks are not mandatory, we 
will continue to strongly encourage their use with students and staff as another layer of safety.  
A parent survey regarding mask consent was made available in Skyward on Friday, August 6. 
We are asking parents to tell us if they prefer their child wear a mask while at school. We will 
also be conducting test screening as needed and will do so only with parent consent.  

 

18. Are student desks going to continue to have desk shields? 
Yes, desk shields will be used where needed. 

 
 
19. If there is a wide spread of new COVID symptoms arising during the period of 2021-22 

school year, what are your plans? Would funding become optional for virtual learning? 
 

We will follow the protocols established in our District school safety plan if we need to activate 
stronger measures. Right now, we are in stage one but there are four stages in our safety plan. 
This safety plan was developed last year.  
 
Currently, no funding is available for virtual learning per the Texas Education Agency, 
however, we will consider remote learning for students with extenuating medical 
circumstances. For more on this, contact your child’s school nurse for the related documents. 
We will be closely monitoring the health situation in Hidalgo County by maintaining contact 
with the County Health Department and the Texas Education Agency during the school year.  
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20. What will the procedure be for the students who are not vaccinated and come in contact with 
a person who tests positive for Covid? My daughter will not be vaccinated any time soon and 
I would like to know what procedures will be in place. 

21. If a child tests positive in my son’s class, will the school send the whole class to quarantine? 
How will the school manage attendance? I am curious if schools will be more flexible with 
number of days students can miss if they require quarantine. 

22. Will the district or school inform parents of their child might have been exposed to Covid due 
to a Covid positive student or staff member? 

23. How will the district handle Covid cases amongst staff and students? How will the district 
ensure that students continue learning while recovering? 

24. Will students that are not vaccinated be sent home to quarantine throughout the year if they 
come in contact with someone that tests positive? If my child is being asked to go back to 
school and will not be getting the vaccine, will she be sent home every time someone tests 
positive for Covid? 

25. What is the process if a student of staff gets COVID? COVID is still with us. If a student or 
staff goes to school sick, and later you know, what are you going to do? 

 
We have protocols already in place for these scenarios. If there is a positive case on campus, a 
letter will be sent to all parents and staff members from that campus. If anyone is deemed to 
have been in close contact through the contact tracing process, they will be notified by phone.  
 
Our contact tracing process will reveal those who may have been exposed to the positive case. 
If a vaccinated student or staff member is exposed, they do not have to quarantine. However, if 
a non-vaccinated student or staff member is exposed, that person will need to quarantine for ten 
calendar days, returning on day eleven (or after seven days, returning day eight, following a 
negative PCR acute infection test result that was taken on day five or later).  Parents can also 
still opt to quarantine their student for fourteen days. 
 
In addition, if a non-vaccinated student or staff member is exposed but was wearing a well-
fitting mask throughout the entire time of exposure, they will not be required to quarantine but 
parents can opt to have the student quarantine. 
 
If a student is required to remain at home due to a positive test or is under quarantine, they are 
eligible to receive remote instruction from McAllen ISD via a process that the TEA calls 
remote conferencing.   

 
26. Have our schools HVAC systems been updated with recommended filters and air purifiers to 

mitigate the amount of Covid-19 particles in the air? 
 

Yes, there has been significant work in the area of air ventilation and purification.  The school 
district had embarked on a multi-year effort to replace older units and that work continues.  
There are newer units that can already use MERV-13 filters.  Since some units cannot sustain 
MERV-13 filters, the district has installed air purification devices at all schools through the air 
handling units. In addition, allowing more air to flow has also been a priority. 
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27. If a student is in quarantine because of exposure or tests positive for COVID, but are feeling 

well, will they have access to online learning? 
28. Academic Plan for quarantined students: Is there a plan in place to ensure quarantined 

students will not fall behind academically? 
29. If a student needs to quarantine due to possible exposure or positive test, how can he/she 

receive instruction in order to prevent academic decline?  
30. If a student is sent home with possible COVID symptoms & parent chooses quarantine over 

taking student to doctor, will remote learning be an option? This is a question frequently 
asked on social media parent groups. 

31. If students are sent home due to exposure, will they be taught remotely? With a 1,000 
students, no mask req, & no vaccines for U12 it will happen a lot. 

32. If a child contracts the virus and needs to be quarantined for 14 days, will they be able to 
continue school with as a virtual option? Some children may experience mild to no 
symptoms, though I would like to know if virtual/online school would be an option if a child 
contracts Covid? 

 
If a student is required to remain at home due to a positive test or is under quarantine, they are 
eligible to receive remote instruction from McAllen ISD via a process that the TEA calls 
remote conferencing.   

 
33. How will students be eating lunch in large numbers?  

Students will social distance in servicing lines and use desk shields while eating in the 
cafeteria. When eating breakfast, elementary and middle school students will eat in the 
classroom with desk shields. High school students will also use their traditional method for 
breakfast using the “grab and go” delivery in the hallway.  

 
34. How often will the classrooms/restrooms/cafeteria and doors be sanitized? Students come in 

contact with opening and closing doors throughout the day. Too many will be in contact with 
the following common areas. 

Upon reopening, our schools will have been completely cleaned and disinfected and we will 
continue to adhere to all necessary safety precautions. All schools, district buildings and school 
buses will be cleaned daily. Frequently touch surfaces, like doors, will be sanitized throughout 
the day. Also important to this effort is to promote frequent handwashing and provide hand 
sanitizing stations in every classroom and throughout the building. 

 
35. How will student or staff fevers be treated? Will the district require quarantine or testing, or 

allow re-entry after 24 hours of being fever free? 
Anyone feeling sick should remain at home. If you have symptoms similar to COVID-19, 
please report this to your campus and contact your health-care provider. The school nurse can 
provide guidance during these situations. If a student is positive or presumed positive due to 
symptoms, re-entry will be after three conditions are met (1) ten days have passed (2) 24 hours 
of being fever free (3) symptoms have improved.  The ten days can be reduced if an alternative 
diagnosis is provided by the student’s healthcare provider.  
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36. What penalties does a student and parent face if they are still not comfortable sending their 
child to school? Ex: unvaccinated elementary kids. The Delta variant’s arrival is imminent 
and much more transmissible making parents of unvaccinated elementary kids wary of 
sending them to school. 

 
The state requires that all students must receive an education. Parents with concerns are invited 
to contact their child’s campus or the Office of Student Support Services at (956) 618-6031. 
 
According to the Texas Education Agency,  
 
A child who is under 18 years of age is required to attend public school. The statutes stating the compulsory 
ages of attendance and the exemptions from attendance are Sections 25.085 and 25.086 of the Texas 
Education Code. 
 

I. Compulsory Attendance  

The statutes described in this part apply to open-enrollment charter schools in addition to school districts. 

Persons Subject to Compulsory Attendance 
Under §25.085,[3] compulsory attendance applies to students who are at least six years old as of September 1 
of the applicable school year. The law requires a student to attend public school until the student’s 19th 
birthday, unless the student is exempt under §25.086.   
Under §25.085(c), compulsory attendance also applies to students below the age for compulsory attendance 
during any period that the student is voluntarily enrolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten.  

In addition, under §25.085(d), compulsory attendance applies to certain extended-year programs, tutorial 
classes, accelerated reading instruction programs, accelerated instruction programs, basic skills programs, 
and summer programs for students subject to certain disciplinary removals. 

Compulsory attendance is enforced through §25.093 and Chapter 65, Texas Family Code.[4]  

 
 

 
37. Will students or staff be required to report to the school if they are Covid positive or have 

been in close contact with a Covid positive case? 
 

No. Individuals that are positive or are presumed positive due to symptoms must isolate at 
home for 10 calendar days.  
 
Those that have been in close contact will quarantine at home for 10 calendar days (or seven 
days following a negative PCR acute infection test result that was taken on day five or later).   

  
Students that are isolating or in quarantine at home are eligible to receive remote instruction 
from McAllen ISD via a process that the TEA calls remote conferencing.   

 

  

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.25.htm#25.085
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.25.htm#25.086
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/attendance-admission-enrollment-records-and-tuition-august-2017#_ftn3
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/attendance-admission-enrollment-records-and-tuition-august-2017#_ftn4

