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Good Afternoon,  

 

I hope this reaches all of you during a healthy and restful summer. On Friday, Governor Murphy 

announced that all students and staff in New Jersey schools will be required to wear masks when 

the new academic year begins in September. This mask mandate applies to all students, teachers, 

staff, and visitors to any public, private, or parochial school in New Jersey.  

 

While it was my hope that our school year would begin with masks denoted as optional, I 

understand the rationale behind this decision. Per the CDC, over 45,000 more children have been 

hospitalized with COVID-19 since this time last year. The American Academy of Pediatrics 

announced an 84% increase in new COVID-19 cases among children. As of Monday morning, 

Bergen County has again reached the “high risk” status of community transmission.  

 

We are still one month away from the start of the school year, and COVID protocols are likely to 

remain fluid. Here are some important thoughts for the upcoming school year: 

 

● The mask mandate is required for all staff and students within the school buildings. 
Exceptions will be made under the following circumstances:  students with documented 

medical conditions or disabilities that make wearing a mask dangerous, physical 

education classes, excessive heat, playing a musical instrument, and eating in a classroom 

or cafeteria. If your child has a medical condition or disability that would prevent them 

from wearing a mask, please provide documentation to your building principal. Our 

medical team will review the information to see if a mask accommodation can be 

granted.  

 

● It is my strong belief that any family wanting its child to attend in-person 

instruction during this school year should be provided that opportunity. I equally 

believe that those families who are uncomfortable sending their child for in-person 

instruction should also be given a choice. While Governor Murphy did not mention a 

virtual platform as an option, it is important for our school district to prepare for that 

possibility. Therefore, we will be sending a survey to the community later this week to 

gather interest in the event of a virtual platform offering.   
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Please keep in mind that if we are, in fact, approved to offer virtual learning, it is likely to only 

be a “look-in” to the actual classroom. We will not be able to provide a separate virtual teacher, 

or have the teacher work directly with students on a virtual platform. I anticipate the 

overwhelming majority of our students to be physically present in the school buildings, which 

limits our virtual capabilities for at-home students. However, given the current ever-changing 

landscape of education, it is prudent for Cresskill to remain proactive for all possibilities.  

 

Our administrative team is preparing for the upcoming school year. Topics such as air filtration 

systems, lunch procedures, and extracurricular activities will be clarified over the next few 

weeks. You will be receiving more information from your building principal regarding these 

topics. I am encouraged by the opportunity to offer in-person, full-day instruction in our school 

district, something we could not do at this time last year.  

We continue to join with the entire Cresskill community in the battle against COVID-19 and 

look forward to putting the challenges of this pandemic behind us.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

Michael Burke 
Superintendent  

Cresskill School District 

 

 

     

 


