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LEARNING AND LEADING EVERY DAY 

August 10, 2021 
 
Charleston School Community, 
 
As you may be aware, through the support and hard work of a representative collaborative, our district 
developed a Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services this summer that included 
local public input and was fully aligned with the CDC and IDPH guidance, which recommended mask use in 
schools.  Over these past several weeks, our staff have been excited for a new school year, working to prepare 
for the return of our students under some normality. 
 
On August 4, our local Plan was updated to reflect Governor Pritzker’s executive order that requires the indoor 
use of face coverings in schools by everyone age 2 and older and able to medically tolerate a face covering, 
regardless of vaccination status.  Understandably, the Governor’s recent “mask mandate” has launched 
increased anxiety and angst in school communities across Illinois, including ours.  Our staff are committed to 
doing our best every day for kids by providing them with outdoor, mask free instructional settings when 
possible, regular mask breaks, and anything else possible to help children feel comfortable for an enjoyable 
school experience.  While we have made available our district Plan and school level plans, people have been 
questioning school staff and district associates about the legality of requiring masks, so we want to share more 
information about that. 
 
According to legal guidance provided to our district, failure to comply with such orders, guidance and rules 
could result in the loss of our State Board recognition status and the loss of our tort immunity shield.  A loss of 
State Board recognition could result in loss of funding and an inability to issue school diplomas, loss of extra-
curricular activity participation, etc.  A loss of the tort immunity shield could result in Board members and 
school employees being held personally liable for disregarding masking requirements.  Personal liability 
means that individual Board members and employees could be responsible for their own legal defense. 
 
True to the collaborative and transparent nature of our district, our Board of Education has scheduled a Special 
Board meeting on Thursday, August 12 at 6:30 at Charleston High School’s Swickard Auditorium to discuss the 
mask mandate.  The School Board welcomes communications from staff members, parents, students, and 
community members. Mask use is required of attendees, and persons wanting to address the Board can do so 
in person during the public comment portion of the meeting.  Public comment is limited to five minutes per 
person, and the Board has been appreciative of those with similar messages who consolidate their comments 
into one concise message. 
 
Those who want to comment on the Governor’s mask mandate are encouraged to exercise civic responsibility 
by contacting the Governor’s office through the following website: 
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/contactus/pages/default.aspx.  
 
Finally, we aren’t aware of very many people who enjoy wearing a face covering, especially for extended times; 
however, we are eager to receive our students for full days of in-person instruction and ready to serve their 
academic, social and emotional needs. 
 
With gratitude for your continued support and patience, 
 
Todd J. Vilardo, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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