
“Ready for School” Plan 2021-22

Great Things are Happening Here!



INTRODUCTION

The Guy-Perkins School District is excited to welcome students and staff 
back to campus for the start of the 2021-22 school year. This “Ready for 
School” plan has been created to assist in navigating the challenges 
being faced by staff, students, and families as COVID-19 cases increase 
in the community and the region.  Keeping our staff and students safe and 
healthy is the most important goal of this plan.   

The guidelines referenced in this plan are based on guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Arkansas 
Department of Health (ADH), and the Division of Elementary & Secondary 
Education (DESE). Regular updates will be made to this plan based on 
information provided to the Guy-Perkins School District by the CDC, ADH, 
and DESE. 



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

● We will follow the recommended guidance to promote the safety of 
our students and staff.

● We will ensure that all students continue their learning by providing a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum that includes face-to-face, or in 
special circumstances online learning.

● We will provide health information for our families to equip them with 
the skills and tools they need to support their children.



SAFETY OF STUDENTS, STAFF, AND 
VISITORS

SECTION I



STUDENT AND STAFF SCREENINGS

Both students and staff will complete a health screening upon arrival to 
school each day.  They will be asked the following questions:

● Have you had fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, or greater in the 
last two (2) days?

● Have you had a cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, or loss of 
taste or smell?

● Have you been in contact with a person known to be infected with 
COVID-19 within the previous 14 days?



FACE COVERINGS

The Guy-Perkins School District requires that all students (PreK-12) and 
staff wear face coverings while riding buses and in campus buildings 
following these guidelines:
 
● Students may wear their own face covering, or use the disposable ones 

provided by the district, when available.  

● Face coverings may be removed when social-distancing is being used. 
This includes while in the cafeteria, classrooms, and at recess and will be 
determined by school staff.

● Students and staff are encouraged to dispose of paper masks daily and/or 
wash cloth masks daily to help protect against the spread of COVID.

● Students and staff exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms will need to remain 
home and be COVID tested.  The Guy-Perkins School Nurse - Susan 
Atkins -  has some Binax COVID tests and can help families with testing 
students with symptoms.  Please contact her at 501-402-4377.



VISITORS

● In order to reduce the health risks to our students and staff during 
the school day, only visitors deemed "essential" by the 
administration will be allowed to proceed into hallways, 
classrooms, gyms, cafeteria, or any other district building.  

● ALL “essential” visitors will wear a face covering and report 
directly to the school/district office upon arrival to campus.  

● ALL “essential’ visitors will be required to have their temperature 
taken upon entering the school/district office.

● ALL “essential” visitors will be required to “sign out” at the 
school/district office upon leaving the campus.



BUS TRANSPORTATION

● Even though Arkansas school districts are NOT required to 
provide bus transportation for students to and from school, the 
Guy-Perkins School District WILL provide bus transportation 
during the 2021-22 school year.  

● All Guy-Perkins buses have air-conditioning, which will help 
students on extremely hot days. Students will be asked to slightly 
lower their windows to allow for fresh, circulating air into the bus.

● Buses will be disinfected and sanitized after each trip.  

● ALL students and drivers are required to wear face coverings 
while riding the bus. Students will be assigned seats and grouped 
by families, if possible. The District will continue to monitor DOT 
and ADH guidelines concerning the riding of public transportation.



SOCIAL-DISTANCING

● To the degree it is feasibly possible, social-distancing guidelines 
will be followed based on the guidance received from the ADH and 
CDC for the start of the school year.  

● Reorganization of classrooms, cafeteria space, and other learning 
spaces will take place in order to promote good social-distancing 
practices.  The suggested social distance is three (3) feet.

● When social-distancing is a challenge, such as during transitions 
and moving to other areas on campus, face coverings will be 
required to be used by students and staff.  



 CAFETERIA AND PROCEDURES

● Students may bring their own meals, or be served individually plated 
meals for free. 

● Students will be given choices as to which meals they would like to eat.

● Students will be spaced three (3) feet apart throughout the cafeteria.

● GPSD will use disposable food service items, as needed, until the 
COVID numbers decrease to a safe level.

● GPSD may not have visitors/parents during breakfast, or lunch until the 
COVID numbers decrease to a safe level.  Visitors/parents may 
arranged to have lunch outside with a student by contacting the school 
office.

● The cafeteria will be disinfected following each usage.



TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19
Any individuals who are confirmed by testing, or are known to have 
COVID-19 (state database), or experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, 
will be required to stay home throughout the infection period.  
Additionally, they will not be allowed to return to campus until the 
school nurse has reviewed their quarantine information and cleared 
them to return.

Return to work/school criteria:

1. At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (no fever 
without the use of fever-reducing medications); and

2. There is improved respiratory symptoms (cough, shortness of 
breath, etc); and

3. At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first occurred.



IDENTIFYING POSSIBLE COVID-19 CASES 
ON CAMPUS

● School staff will immediately isolate a student showing COVID-19 
symptoms while at school until that student can be picked up by a 
parent/guardian/family member.

● School staff will thoroughly clean areas having been used by students 
and/or staff showing COVID-19 symptoms, as soon as possible.

● Students who report feeling feverish will be given an immediate 
temperature check by the School Nurse to determine if they are 
symptomatic for COVID-19.

● The School Nurse may administer a Binax COVID test to symptomatic 
students with approval from a parent/guardian.  To discuss testing 
options, contact Susan Atkins at 501402-4377.



PROTOCOL FOR RESPONSE TO A LAB 
CONFIRMED CASE IN THE SCHOOL

.

● GPSD will close off 
areas that are heavily 
used by the individual 
with the lab-confirmed 
case (student, teacher, 
or staff) until the 
non-porous surfaces can 
be disinfected, unless 
more than 3 days have 
already passed since 
that person was on 
campus.



ACADEMICS AND T-BIRD VIRTUAL 
ACADEMY

SECTION II



INSTRUCTIONAL DAY
The district's primary goal is for students to have as normal of a day as 
possible in a safe and healthy learning environment.  School leaders will work 
diligently to create a schedule with transition times to minimize close, physical 
interactions and adhere to social-distancing recommendations, while also 
allowing for normal school activities. 

● High School students will switch classes.

● Elementary School students will have music, art, library, P.E. and Makerspace 
class. These rooms will be disinfected between classes.

● High School students will have band and choir utilizing any social-distancing 
practices provided by the ADH and the CDC.

● Elementary Students will have recess at their assigned times. Each class will 
have their own set of equipment to use (balls, jump ropes etc.).



INSTRUCTIONAL GAPS
● All students will be assessed using one or more of the following 

measures to determine any student learning gaps; DIBELS, STAR 
Reading, STAR Math, NWEA, IXL, etc.

● Teachers will use data from these assessments to determine the needs 
of each student.

● These needs will be addressed both in groups and individually.

● GPSD will continue to monitor student progress to ensure that each 
student masters the essential standards.

● Students will continue to receive educational supports including Dyslexia 
Interventions, G/T Services, Special Education Services, and 
Counseling Services. 



LEARNING WHILE QUARANTINED

● Since all students in grades 3-12 will have their own Chromebook, teachers will use 
Google Classroom to manage student make-up work.

● If a student is unable to attend school on-site at any time, they will have the option 
of completing assignments in Google Classroom, or receive a paper copy of the 
assignments. Students K-2 will have the option of utilizing either method based on 
the availability of a device and connectivity while at home.

● If the district has to close a building for disinfecting, or due to COVID-19, students 
will have the option of using their Chromebook (Google Classroom), or receiving a 
paper copy of assignments.

● Students will be required to complete assignments daily whether onsite, or at 
home. Failure to complete assigned work could result in loss of credit for the 
course, or for the grade level.



EXTRACURRICULAR AND 
DISTRICT-WIDE PLANNING

SECTION III



ATHLETICS
● Extra-curricular and sports activities will occur in the fall with any 

modifications on social-distancing as required by the ADH and CDC. 

● All virtual-learning students must attend the extra-curricular class period 
(ex. athletic, band, choir, etc.) "on-site" in order to practice and rehearse 
with the extra-curricular group.



PLANNING
● Guy-Perkins created this “Return to School” Plan utilizing feedback from 

administrators, teachers, parents, bus drivers, custodians, and school 
board and community members.

● This feedback was gathered through face-to-face meetings; surveys on 
social media and the district website; and Zoom meetings with ADH, 
DESE, and other Arkansas school districts.

● GPSD will continue to gather feedback from stakeholders to help guide 
in future COVID planning.

● District administrators and staff will continue to meet collaboratively to 
ensure that student learning is the major focus during COVID outbreaks 
within the district.  


