Back to School Plans for 2021-2022
August 10, 2021
Dear Mesick Consolidated Schools Families and Staff:
We are looking forward to the upcoming school year!

This document will provide you with our plans, as of today, August 10, for
returning to school in Mesick on Monday, August 30. My apologies for the
tardiness of the communication. We were ready to distribute the information
much earlier, but recent changes in the information from the CDC and our
local health departments required further consideration.

The information in this document could change should we receive public
health orders from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), and/or
District Health Department #10-Wexford County (DHD #10). Athletics will
adhere to rules set forth by the MDHHS and the Michigan High School
Athletic Association (MHSAA).

General Information (As of August 10, 2021)
What will our instructional model look like?

All students will attend school full-time five days per week following the
published school calendar: Mesick Consolidated Schools Calendar
2021-22

When does school start?

Our first day of school is Monday, August 30, 2021. This is a half-day of
school. Jr./Sr. high school students will be dismissed at 11:50 a.m. and
elementary students will be dismissed at noon.

When are the first “Back to School'' events?

Kinder Camp will take place August 10-12 at Mesick Elementary School. A
program for students and parents will take place on Aug. 10, 9:30-11:30.
Students only on Aug. 11-12, 8:30-12:15.

e Elementary and JR/SR High School Open Houses will take place
August 25, 2021 from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Students and parents are


https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1Lw-Cpy7SYoW-aIChwgYVdgDZKyqwPye6
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1Lw-Cpy7SYoW-aIChwgYVdgDZKyqwPye6

invited to join us for a meal, followed by an opportunity for students
and parents to visit classrooms and teachers.

What is the cost of breakfast and lunch for the 2021-2022 school year?

Breakfast and lunch will be provided free of charge; however, JR/SR high
school students may purchase ala carte items (i.e., a cookie, a bag of chips,
a bottle of water, etc.).

Will Mesick Consolidated Schools offer a virtual option for students?

The district does not plan to offer a virtual option at this time. If you have
questions about options that may be available virtually for your child, please
call the Elementary School Office (231-885-1207 ext. 3450) or Jr./Sr. High
School Office (231-885-1201 ext. 3400).

COVID-19 & Communicable Disease Protocols (As of August 9, 2021)
Are face masks required at school?

Face masks are recommended for all students/staff (especially those who are
unvaccinated), but are optional. Masks are to be provided by parents.
Recommendations/requirements regarding masks will be reevaluated as
needed.

Will my child be required to get the COVID-19 vaccine in order to attend
school?

No. The COVID-19 vaccine is not listed on the School Required Vaccination
List. For more information, please see: School Required Vaccines for Parents
by MDHHS

Will you separate students who are vaccinated from students who are
unvaccinated?

No. Vaccination status is a personal choice.
Will students be in cohorts in the classroom or on the playground?

No. As of July 22, 2021, MDHHS has discontinued all gathering limits for
residential and nonresidential settings.


https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/School_Req_for_Parents_553547_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/School_Req_for_Parents_553547_7.pdf

Will contact tracing continue?

Schools are required to report communicable diseases to their local health
department within 24 hours. Positive or probable COVID-19 cases will be
reported to DHD #10. For a complete list of reportable diseases, please see
2021 Reportable Diseases. When there is a positive or probable case within a
classroom, an exposure letter or correspondence from the school
(Powerschool announcement/email) will be sent home to parent(s) just as we
do with other communicable diseases such as chickenpox.

Will Mesick Consolidated Schools quarantine students?

We will continue to quarantine staff and students who may have been
exposed to a communicable disease based on recommendations from DHD
#10 and MDHHS. Vaccinated students and staff who have been exposed will
only quarantine if they are sick or have symptoms of COVID-19.

Will student athletes need to be tested for COVID-19 to participate?

No, MDHHS and MHSAA lifted all requirements for student testing as of July
22, 2021.

Will students continue to be required to wear masks on our buses?

All students and adults, including those who are vaccinated, will be required
to wear masks on our school buses. This is a Federal requirement.

MDHHS prevention strategies in schools include:
(THESE ARE SUGGESTIONS ONLY.)
1. Promoting COVID-19 vaccination for eligible staff and students.

2. Correctly and consistently using well-fitted masks that cover the nose
and mouth. CDC recommendations for when to wear a mask in school

settings.

3. Social Distancing - Physical distancing, including cohorting children
together to reduce potential exposures.

4. COVID-19 Guidelines, Testing and Contact Tracing


https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Reportable_Diseases_Michigan_by_Condition_478488_7.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..L1TweeZAEuQWXWh8aocZDww4A-RoVY6fe4k_rfriGrU/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..pMK7oGLsjHAkfSSQIz9nPfLYcocWohvlHQWurNt5pNI/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..B26nKdVxlheqoN3GlYtWoFlbQuSeId0ExrHcmadLxf8/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..B26nKdVxlheqoN3GlYtWoFlbQuSeId0ExrHcmadLxf8/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..bSsHLa5PCic5F63iktfRaPjZREoWLyoj6Md1Lj6F2r0/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l

0)

o)

0]

Encouraging students and staff to stay home if sick or
having COVID-19 symptoms.

Encouraging students and staff to get tested for COVID-19 if
having symptoms or if they are not fully vaccinated and are a
close contact of someone who has COVID-19.

Implementing contact tracing and quarantine, collaborating with
the local health department.

5. Maintaining Healthy Environments

0]

0]

o)

Promoting handwashing and covering coughs and sneezes.

Routine cleaning to help maintain healthy facilities.

Avoiding crowded and/or poorly ventilated indoor activities (e.g.,
engaging in outdoor activites when possible and
increasing ventilation for indoor activities).

We are installing air purification inside all of the air handler systems in our
buildings before classes begin in late August. This involves a process called
ionization, which is intended to kill 99.9% of airborne particles and germs in
our buildings.

Thank you Mesick staff and families for your attention to this message. Relax
and enjoy the remainder of this summer in preparation for the upcoming
school year! | look forward to greeting your child(ren) and our staff when we
return later in August.

Joe Hollenbeck, Superintendent

Mesick Consolidated Schools


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..2q91Kz6pNIHRQfRpB7aH1db8dP8XrgYU6G2AEkDgTXg/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..rHxyQnUzYR9qaGrFC5iZhWeHxorhN3tnxSxPwBxt4t0/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..jK3HQjil2ZFWvfNcy1uHPQwD7zPhiqRe5-zcTTx5LOU/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..S8F0yVR9pmJkOAIT8ZjecPNtw_0p_wyzK7bolML9g84/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..4_4m_aY_PyPRSZVTIQxPO2Rzsoth3mZMHKr2la4K5-Y/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..M14tMUCva-JFUgZujzQnCDJCjno0rgp5Ec7ER1UQhPI/s/156162080/br/108448307803-l

