
McKinney-Vento‌ ‌Act‌ ‌42‌ ‌U.S.C.‌ ‌11435‌‌ ‌  
SEC.‌ ‌725.‌ ‌DEFINITIONS.‌‌ ‌  

For‌ ‌purposes‌ ‌of‌ ‌this‌ ‌subtitle:‌‌ ‌  

(1)‌ ‌The‌ ‌terms‌ ‌“enroll‌ ‌and‌ ‌enrollment'‌ ‌include‌ ‌attending‌ ‌classes‌ ‌and‌ ‌participating‌ ‌fully‌ ‌in‌ ‌ 

school‌ ‌activities.‌‌ ‌  

(2)‌ ‌The‌ ‌term‌ ‌homeless‌ ‌children‌ ‌and‌ ‌youths'‌ ‌—‌‌ ‌  

(A)‌ ‌means‌ ‌individuals‌ ‌who‌ ‌lack‌ ‌a‌ ‌fixed,‌ ‌regular,‌ ‌and‌ ‌adequate‌ ‌nighttime‌‌ 
residence‌ ‌(within‌ ‌the‌  ‌meaning‌ ‌of‌ ‌section‌ ‌103(a)(1));‌ ‌and‌‌ ‌  

(B)‌ ‌includes‌ ‌—‌‌ ‌  

(i)‌ ‌children‌ ‌and‌ ‌youths‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌sharing‌ ‌the‌ ‌housing‌ ‌of‌ ‌other‌‌                     
persons‌‌due‌‌to‌‌loss‌‌of‌‌housing,‌‌economic‌‌hardship,‌‌or‌‌a‌‌similar‌‌reason;‌‌are‌‌                         
living‌‌in‌‌motels,‌‌hotels,‌‌trailer‌‌parks,‌‌or‌‌camping‌‌grounds‌‌due‌‌to‌‌the‌‌lack‌‌of‌‌                           
alternative‌ ‌adequate‌ ‌accommodations;‌ ‌are‌ ‌living‌ ‌in‌ ‌emergency‌ ‌or‌‌               
transitional‌ ‌shelters;‌ ‌are‌ ‌abandoned‌ ‌in‌ ‌hospitals;‌‌ ‌  

(ii)‌‌children‌‌and‌‌youths‌‌who‌‌have‌‌a‌‌primary‌‌nighttime‌‌residence‌‌that‌‌is‌‌a‌‌                         
public‌ ‌or‌ ‌private‌ ‌place‌ ‌not‌ ‌designed‌‌for‌‌or‌‌ordinarily‌‌used‌‌as‌‌a‌‌regular‌‌sleeping‌‌                           
accommodation‌ ‌for‌ ‌human‌ ‌beings‌ ‌(within‌ ‌the‌ ‌meaning‌ ‌of‌ ‌section‌ ‌103(a)(2)(C));‌‌ ‌  

(iii)‌ ‌children‌ ‌and‌ ‌youths‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌living‌ ‌in‌ ‌cars,‌ ‌parks,‌ ‌public‌ ‌spaces,‌‌                       
abandoned‌ ‌buildings,‌ ‌substandard‌ ‌housing,‌ ‌bus‌ ‌or‌ ‌train‌ ‌stations,‌ ‌or‌ ‌similar‌                   
settings;‌ ‌and‌‌ ‌  

(iv)‌‌migratory‌‌children‌‌(as‌‌such‌‌term‌‌is‌‌defined‌‌in‌‌section‌‌1309‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                         
Elementary‌ ‌and‌‌Secondary‌‌Education‌‌Act‌‌of‌‌1965)‌‌who‌‌qualify‌‌as‌‌homeless‌‌                     
for‌ ‌the‌ ‌purposes‌ ‌of‌ ‌this‌ ‌subtitle‌ ‌because‌ ‌the‌ ‌children‌ ‌are‌ ‌living‌ ‌in‌‌                       
circumstances‌ ‌described‌ ‌in‌ ‌clauses‌ ‌(i)‌ ‌through‌ ‌(iii).‌‌ ‌  

(3)‌ ‌The‌ ‌term‌ ‌unaccompanied‌ ‌youth'‌ ‌includes‌ ‌a‌ ‌youth‌ ‌not‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌physical‌ ‌custody‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌parent‌ ‌or‌ ‌guardian.‌‌ ‌  

Additional‌ ‌Resources‌‌ ‌  

Parent‌ ‌information‌ ‌and‌ ‌resources‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌found‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌following:‌‌  

National‌ ‌Center‌ ‌for‌ ‌Homeless‌ ‌Education‌‌ ‌  
National‌ ‌Association‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌Education‌ ‌of‌ ‌Homeless‌ ‌Children‌ ‌and‌ ‌Youth‌ ‌(NAEHCY)‌ ‌ ‌   

SchoolHouse‌ ‌Connection‌‌ ‌  
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https://nche.ed.gov/
https://naehcy.org/



