
Washington-Nile Local School District

2021-2022 Return Plan

Attendance
● All students attend school five days per week within recommended guidelines.
● Staff and faculty will report as regularly scheduled. 
● It is highly recommended that all staff and students wear masks when

indoors during regular academic school hours including academic after
school programs. It is highly recommended that masks are worn during all
indoor school activities. ODH and the CDC assert that masks have been proven
to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of the virus.  Ohio researchers
conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking helped control the
spread of the virus in Ohio schools.

●

Transportation
● It is highly recommended that masks are worn during all indoor school activities

and when using school transportation. ODH and the CDC assert that masks
have been proven to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of the virus.
Ohio researchers conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking
helped control the spread of the virus in Ohio schools. Continue to provide
single-route (normal) bus transportation.

● Parents should perform a health check that includes a temperature check on
their children prior to allowing them to board the bus. 

● Assigned seating will be required.  Students will sit side by side; household
members will share seating.

● Prohibit students from sitting in the front row
● Provide hand sanitizer for students and bus drivers
● Require bus drivers and students to wear masks/coverings (including

extra-curricular trips) – per federal regulation
● Inspect/disinfect buses prior to students returning and as part of a regular

rotation
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● Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces on the bus prior to each route.
● Keep doors and windows open when not in use

Practicing Prevention
● Encourage vaccinations for staff and eligible students.  Vaccines are our best tool

to protect students and prevent the spread of the virus.
● It is highly recommended that all staff and students wear masks when

indoors during regular academic school hours including academic after
school programs. It is highly recommended that masks are worn during all
indoor school activities. ODH and the CDC assert that masks have been proven
to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of the virus.  Ohio researchers
conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking helped control the
spread of the virus in Ohio schools.

● Teach and reinforce good hygiene measures such as handwashing, covering
coughs, and face coverings 

● Provide hand soap and hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, paper towels,
and no-touch trash cans in all bathrooms, classrooms, and frequently trafficked
areas 

● Post signage in classrooms, hallways, and entrances to communicate how to
stop the spread of COVID-19 symptoms, preventative measures (including
staying home when sick), good hygiene, and school/district specific protocols. 

● Clean/disinfect frequently touched surfaces at least daily and shared objects after
each use 

● All classrooms and common areas will be free of clutter and unnecessary
materials, furniture, etc...to allow for social distancing and thorough
cleaning/disinfecting. Allow students and staff to bring hand sanitizer and face
masks/coverings to use from home.   Take steps to ensure all water systems and
features are safe 

● Ensure ventilation systems operate properly and increase circulation of outdoor
air as much as possible, as long as this does not pose a safety or health risk to
students or staff 

● Conduct deep cleaning of schools prior to students/staff returning; schedule
periodic cleanings during weekends or school holidays/breaks (to the extent
feasible)
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● Temperature checks will occur during the following times - As student enters the
school or in homeroom at the beginning of the school day

● If a positive case of COVID-19 is determined, parents and those affected will be
notified and follow Department of Health protocol

● Visitors to our campus will be limited to essential functions.

Food Service
● Provide time for students to hand wash before and after meal service
● Conduct cleaning of high-touch surfaces throughout the day
● Use disposable plates and utensils as per the meal being served
● Expand seating capacity and alter lunch schedule to allow for social distancing

(recommended 3 ft.)
● Traditional meal service will be offered (exceptions for dietary and allergy)
● Individual condiments only 
● Ala Carte will be offered
● Packaged food only, no microwaves available to students
● No meal deliveries from outside sources
● Students may bring their lunch from home (no sharing of food items)

Transitioning
● It is highly recommended that all staff and students wear masks when

indoors during regular academic school hours including academic after
school programs. It is highly recommended that masks are worn during all
indoor school activities. ODH and the CDC assert that masks have been proven
to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of the virus.  Ohio researchers
conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking helped control the
spread of the virus in Ohio schools.

● Conduct cleaning of hallways and high touch areas throughout the day
● Alter custodial schedules to allow for thorough cleaning
● Teachers will sanitize desk tops/high touch areas each period when applicable.
● Students will be issued individual chrome books/devices as determined by the

principal to be transported to and from school.

Large Group Gatherings
● It is highly recommended that all staff and students wear masks when

indoors during regular academic school hours including academic after
school programs. It is highly recommended that masks are worn during all
indoor school activities. ODH and the CDC assert that masks have been proven
to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of the virus.  Ohio researchers
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conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking helped control the
spread of the virus in Ohio schools.

● Limit visitors to essential functions.
● Provide physical barriers as feasible such as Plexiglas for protection at

reception desks and similar areas
● Arrange desks or seating so that students are separated from one another by at

least three feet and six feet when feasible.
● Limit unnecessary congregations of students and staff
● Kitchen is only open for students to file through and get their lunches
● Cafeteria Seating will be at recommended three-foot social distancing
● Follow OHSAA guidelines for sporting events and practices
● All social gatherings will allow for three-foot social distancing

Instruction and Learning
● It is highly recommended that all staff and students wear masks when

indoors during regular academic school hours including academic after
school programs. It is highly recommended that masks are worn during all
indoor school activities. ODH and the CDC assert that masks have been proven
to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of the virus.  Ohio researchers
conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking helped control the
spread of the virus in Ohio schools.

● Provide hand sanitizer for staff and students
● Conduct cleaning of classrooms and high touch surfaces each day
● Limit physical interaction throughout the class time when feasible with a

recommended social distancing of three feet
● Desk surfaces and high touch areas will be sanitized between classes
● Provide time for frequent handwashing
● No shared supplies
● Administer formative assessments/benchmarks during the first two weeks of the

school year
● Prepare for potential future distance/remote learning
● Integrate virtual learning practices
● Digitize lessons
● Provide additional instructional supports to:

▪ Students at risk of not graduating
▪ Students who are identified as being academically at risk by

teachers and parents
▪ Students with disabilities
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When a Student/Staff becomes Sick
● Work with school administrators, school nurses, and other healthcare providers

to identify one isolation room or area to separate anyone who exhibits
COVID-like symptoms.

● School nurses and other healthcare providers should use Standard and
Transmission-Based Precautions when caring for sick people.

● Establish procedures for safely transporting anyone who is sick home or to a
healthcare facility.

● Notify local health officials, staff, and families immediately of a confirmed case
while maintaining confidentiality consistent with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) and other applicable federal and state privacy laws.

● Advise sick staff members and children not to return until they are symptom free
and have been fever free for 24 hours

● Recommend those who have had close contact outside the school setting to a
person diagnosed with COVID-19 to stay home and follow state DPH guidance if
symptoms develop. Including the following:

The Scioto County Health Department recommends that you take the
following steps to prevent the transmission of COVID-19 if you are a close
contact of a person with COVID - 19 (non-school contact):

1. You should quarantine unless you are fully vaccinated. While you
are in quarantine, you should not leave your property (except to get
tested or seek medical care), and you should not allow any
non-household members in your home. While in quarantine, you
should help prevent the spread of this illness (COVID-19) to others.
The quarantine period should last until you are no longer at risk of
spreading this illness to others.

2. Please take your temperature daily and monitor yourself for
symptoms for 14 days after your last date of contact with the
COVID positive person. If you currently have no symptoms but you
go on to develop symptoms during your quarantine period, please
notify your primary healthcare provider and ask to be tested. If you
need medical care for your symptoms, you should contact your
primary care provider. If you have a medical emergency, seek
immediate medical care by calling 911. Notify 911 that you are in
quarantine for contact with a COVID-19-positive person.

3. During your quarantine you should stay at home. While at home:
Separate yourself from other people in your home. If contact
with people in your home cannot be avoided, you and they
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should maintain as much distance as possible (at least 6 ft.
apart) and wear masks. Monitor your symptoms. If you need
medical care or testing, call your primary care provider.
Symptoms to watch for may include one or more of the
following: fever (low-grade or high), cough, sore throat (may
be minor), nasal or sinus congestion, runny nose, headache,
body aches, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting, changes in sense of
taste or smell. Shortness of breath, trouble breathing, or
chest pain are medical emergencies; seek immediate
medical care. If you have a medical emergency and need to
call 911, notify 911 that you are in quarantine for exposure to
COVID-19. If you can, cover your mouth with a facemask or
paper towel before EMS arrives.

Timing of Quarantine:
If you are NOT fully vaccinated (including a booster if eligible):

1. You should stay home for at least 5 days after your last exposure to
the positive person.

2. You should get tested on Day 5. If your test result is negative, and
you have not developed symptoms, you may resume your normal
activities but you should wear a mask around others for the next 5
days.

3. If you develop symptoms or test positive, you should continue to
stay home (for at least 5 days after symptom onset test collection
date, and until you are fever-free and any other symptoms have
improved).

If you were fully vaccinated at least two weeks before your exposure to the
COVID-positive person:

● You do not need to quarantine as long as you have no
symptoms, but you should wear a mask around others for 10
days after your last exposure, and you should get tested on
Day 5 after your last exposure.

*A person is considered fully vaccinated if they received a booster
dose of any COVID-19 vaccine, OR had a 2nd dose of Pfizer or Moderna
vaccine less than six months ago, OR received a single dose of J&J
vaccine less than 2 months ago.
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If you tested positive in the 90 days before your new exposure and you
don't have any symptoms:

● You do not need to quarantine, but you should wear a mask around
others for 10 days after your exposure.

● If you develop symptoms, you should get tested and stay home.

● Upon returning to the classroom or work, the individual’s temperature will be
taken

● Washington Nile Local School District will follow the Department of Health
Recommendations concerning individuals that have COVID 19 or have been
exposed to covid 19.  Recommendations can be found here:
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1227-isolation-quarantine-guidance.ht
ml

**Please note: Eligibility to participate in mask to stay/test to play is
contingent on the exposure being in the school setting or
school-related activities. This does not apply to household
exposures or exposures outside of the school setting or
school-related activities.

Close Contacts - Mask to Stay
Direct contacts, regardless of vaccination or masking status, may
remain in the classroom environment if they do the following:

● Wear a mask for 10 days after their last date of exposure.
● Self-monitor, or parent-monitor, for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days after the

last date of exposure. If the contact experiences or develops any symptoms of
COVID-19, even mild symptoms they must leave the school setting. The “Mask
to Stay” protocol is no longer applicable.  Refer to the standard quarantine
recommendations for school-based exposures.

● Testing is recommended on day five after the contact’s last
date of exposure to the positive.

Direct contacts for COVID-19 are those individuals who are identified as
being directly exposed to COVID-19 by the positive case. Remember,
COVID-19 is a respiratory virus and does not require physical contact to
spread. It is spread through sneezing, coughing, talking, and breathing.
These factors should be considered when determining level of exposure
and direct contacts. Best practice for distancing is 3 ft with everyone
masked, 6 ft if the individual is not masked.

Testing on day 5 after exposure is recommended.
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Parents and students are responsible for symptom monitoring; however,
if nurses/school staff see a child exhibiting symptoms they should act
accordingly.

**Please note: Eligibility to participate in mask to stay/test to play is
contingent on the exposure being in the school setting or
school-related activities. This does not apply to household
exposures or exposures outside of the school setting or
school-related activities.

Extracurricular Activity Participation (Test to Play)
If the contact was exposed in a school setting and has no symptoms, the contact may
continue to participate in extracurricular activities if they meet the following conditions:

● Monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days after their last date of
exposure. If the contact experiences or develops any symptoms of
COVID-19, even mild symptoms they must leave the school setting. The
“Test to Play” protocol is no longer applicable.  Refer to the standard
quarantine recommendations for school-based exposures.

● Wear a mask when able for ten days. This includes transportation, locker
rooms, sitting/standing on the sidelines, and anytime the mask will not
interfere with breathing, the activity, or create a safety hazard.

● Get tested (with a PCR or proctored antigen test) as soon as the contact is
notified of the exposure to a COVID-19 positive person. The test must be
negative.

● Testing again  (with a PCR or proctored antigen test) is recommended on
day five after the last date of exposure to the positive.

Practice Prevention
● It is highly recommended that all staff and students wear masks when

indoors during regular academic school hours including academic after
school programs. It is highly recommended that masks are worn during all
indoor school activities. ODH and the CDC assert that masks have been proven
to be extremely effective in slowing the spread of the virus.  Ohio researchers
conducted an evaluation last year that showed that masking helped control the
spread of the virus in Ohio schools.

● Teach and reinforce good hygiene measures such as handwashing, covering
coughs, and face coverings
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● Provide hand soap and hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, paper towels,
and no-touch trash cans in all bathrooms, classrooms, and frequently trafficked
areas

● Post signage in classrooms, hallways, and entrances to communicate how to
stop the spread of COVID-19 symptoms, preventative measures (including
staying home when sick), good hygiene, and school/district specific protocols.

● Clean/disinfect frequently touched surfaces at least daily and shared objects after
each use

● All classrooms and common areas will be free of clutter and unnecessary
materials, furniture, etc...to allow for social distancing and thorough
cleaning/disinfecting.
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