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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens  
can change the world” 

Staff, Students, and Ione Community Members,     Aug 9, 2021             
 

The Oregon Department of Education has updated the Ready Schools, Safe Learn-
ers Resilience Framework for the 2021-2022 School Year.  This update includes 
new rules regarding face coverings for schools.  This is prompted by OHA’s adoption 
of a rule on August 2, 2021 that requires face coverings for all students, staff, and 
visitors that are indoors. This all follows Governor Brown’s announcement that masks 
will be required in all schools for 2021-22 school year on July 29, 2021. 
 

The Ione School Board, District, and School Leadership have voiced our concerns 
regarding this change, and we want to assure you all that we will continue to work 
with our local health district and county commissioners to advocate for local control 
for our communities.   
 

We will continue to voice that we feel our community and local districts can make the 
most sound decisions for our students and stakeholders.  While we all continue to 
advocate for local control, we are not able to ignore this mandate as it is law.  It is 
important to note that we have retained local authority over all school and district pro-
grams and events that take place outside of the school day.  We will continue to lev-
erage those opportunities and those presented in the framework to ensure that we 
can offer a safe and supportive environment for our students.  
 

The Ione School District will begin this masking requirement on August 12, 2021 to 
allow us some time to support our students, staff, and community members through 
this transition.  We will continue to provide information for our stakeholders regarding 
virtual school options that would allow a student to remain in our district, but not at-
tend school in person.  
 

We have our Kindergarten Jump Start program starting today, and we will continue 
to work on a plan to facilitate that program outside, as much as possible.  We know 
this situation is not ideal, but we want you to know that we support what is best for 
your family. We will entertain every effort in planning for the next year to include as 
much outdoor facilitation as possible.  
 

In advocating for local control or expressing concerns around this recent rule 
change, our district will continue providing our county commissioners with your con-
cerns. Please, email me these concerns at kevin.dinning@ionesd.org, and I will con-
tinue to forward them.   

 

As with the last school year, we can expect changes to this plan.  Specifically, the 
mask rule will be reviewed on a monthly basis.  We will continue to provide further 
information on board meetings, county meetings, and other than in person learning 
options for our district.  
 

We will continue to be honest, available, and community driven as we navigate this 
year.  
 

Most Sincere,  
Kevin Dinning, Superintendent / Secondary Principal Ione School District 
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