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August 9, 2021 
 

Dear Colleagues and Families, 
 

It is with mixed emotions that I share my intent to retire effective February 1, 2022.  I started my career at 

Greenville on January 20, 1986, and at the time of my retirement I will have completed 36 years with the 

District.  I am thankful for all the opportunities and trust that has been given to me.  As I look back over 

the years I take pride in the work that has been accomplished, working with many different colleagues 

and Board members for the students and families of our school community.   
 

It is important to me to share this information early so that the Board can plan for a smooth transition.  I 

know the Board will send out a correspondence soon, as they make plans to conduct a search for the next 

superintendent. 
 

My mindset is and will remain in the now, as we continue to work on our ongoing school improvement 

efforts, capital work including classroom renovations at Ellis and most importantly plan for the safe in-

person return of all of our students.   
 

Last week instead of receiving the expected guidance from the NYS Department of Health, districts 

received the following statement:  
"With the end of the state disaster emergency on June 25, 2021, school districts are reestablished as the 

controlling entity for schools. Schools and school districts should develop plans to open in-person in the 

fall as safely as possible, and I recommend following guidance from the CDC and local health 

departments."  Dr. Howard Zucker, Commissioner NYS Department of Health  
 

As we waited for written guidance to prepare for school opening in the fall, districts have been working 

together reviewing the CDC guidelines, recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics and 

feedback from our local health departments.  Over the last four weeks, I have participated in regional 

meetings with superintendents, their respective BOCES and approximately ten local health departments. 

In addition, I have been meeting each week with our BOCES (Questar III) and the Greene County 

Department of Health (DOH). 
 

Below is a link to a letter from our local DOH that was sent to area schools. The letter includes links to 

the CDC Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools and the American Academy of Pediatrics 

COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools.  
Letter to Superintendents 8.4.21.pdf 
 

Based on the CDC guidelines, Questar III has been working with their superintendents and the three local 

health departments from the counties they represent (Rensselaer, Columbia and Greene) to assist in 

putting reopening plans together.   
  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvAf0rZLRCHNiQyh-zEIv4uZbsY_EI_C/view?usp=sharing
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The first step is the most important, which is to bring all students back to in-person instruction as safely 

as possible, being cognizant of the higher transmission rates of the delta variant. This week we will be 

surveying families as we continue to work on preliminary plans. 
   
While I know there are many different thoughts and emotions related to the guidelines, we will begin the 

school year from a place of caution basing our decisions on the safety of our students, employees and 

families. As we continue to meet with other districts and review the results of the survey, more 

information will be sent out.  
 

Sincerely, 
        

Tammy J. Sutherland 
Superintendent of Schools 


