
At each grade level, teachers will continue to spiral 

expectations from previous grade levels. 

 

Grade 3 Grade Level Expectations 
 

Language Arts 
 

Reading:  Student comprehend and respond in literal, critical and 

evaluative ways to various texts that are read, viewed or heard. 
 

Phonics/word study 
 

Students will be able to: 
- use phonetic, structural, syntactical, and contextual clues to read and understand 

words. 
- know sounds for a wide range of suffixes and prefixes - -able, -tion, -ment, ex-, 

re-  
- use letter-sound correspondence, structural analysis, and syllable patterns to 

decode multisyllable words. 
- infer word meanings from roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 
- recognize automatically common regular and irregular words. 
- analyze the meaning of words and phrases in context. 
- use context to accurately read words with more than one pronunciation – an 

object vs. to object. 
- explain common homophones – made/maid – and homographs – lead weight/lead 

the way. 
- identify pronoun referents in text. 
- read words containing complex letter patterns and/or word families - -ieve, -eive, 

-ield- in isolation and in context. 
-  

High frequency words 
Students will be able to: 
- read at least 600 high frequency words taught. 
 

Fluency 
Students will be able to: 
- read aloud informational/expository text and literary/narrative text accurately, 

using appropriate pacing, phrasing, and expression. 
- read aloud, while comprehending, unpracticed text with fluency at 110-120 words 

correct per minute. 
- silently read longer, more complex texts. 
 

 
Vocabulary 



Students will be able to: 
- use glossary, dictionary, and thesaurus to find and confirm word meanings. 
- use prior knowledge, context, pictures, illustrations and diagrams to predict, 

clarify and/or expand word meaning, including multiple meaning words. 
- use new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative texts 

from a variety of cultures and communities, in their own oral or written 
communication. 

- define words and concepts necessary for understanding math, science, social 
studies, literature and other content area texts. 

 
Reading comprehension 

Students will be able to: 
- choose the appropriate text for a specific purpose. 
- articulate what is known about the text topic based on title, author, pictures, 

illustrations, prior knowledge. 
- make relevant predictions about what will probably happen in a story or what will 

be learned in a nonfiction selection based on title, cover, chapter headings, 
illustrations, etc. 

- make predictions and connections. 
- ask and answer questions. 
- describe the mental imagery that occurs during reading. 
- identify specific words or phrases that cause comprehension difficulties. 
- explain first-, second-, and third-person point of view. 
- interpret graphical information – charts, tables, diagrams. 
- make inferences based on explicit information in the text; provide justification for 

those inferences. 
- describe characters’ physical and personality traits. 
- develop a new title that best fits a text. 
- describe the conflict faced by a character in a story. 
- state the main idea with supporting details in informational text. 
- state the theme in literary text. 
- explain similarities and differences in a story. 
- draw conclusions based on implicit or explicit evidence from text. 
- decide an author’s purpose for including particular information in a text. 
- interpret meaning based on charts, graphs, maps, illustrations, photos in text. 
- identify and explain text structure – sequence, main idea/details, 

compare/contrast, cause and effect. 
- identify most surprising/interesting/important part of a text  and explain why. 
- recognize values, ethics, and beliefs in a text. 
- select, synthesize, and use relevant information from a text to include in an 

extension or response to the text. 
- identify the author’s use of literary devices – similes, metaphors, personification. 
- discuss the culture/traditions described in a piece of literature; explain how they 

are similar/different from the reader’s. 
 

Reading reflection behaviors 



Students will be able to: 
- listen to, read and discuss a variety of literature representing different perspectives 

of family, friendship, culture, and tradition. 
- identify reading strengths and weaknesses with teacher assistance and select 

targets on which to work. 
- cite favorite authors and books and support with reason. 

 
 

Oral Language:  Students will listen and speak to communicate ideas 

clearly. 

  
Listening 

Students will be able to: 
- recognize the difference between standard and nonstandard English. 
- listen to the opinions of others about written, oral and visual texts. 
- paraphrase information that has been shared by others. 

 
Speaking 

Students will be able to: 
- express clearly main idea and elaborate with supporting details. 
- sequence ideas logically with effective transition words to connect ideas. 
- present ideas with clarity, voice, and fluency to communicate a message. 

 

 

Writing: Students express, develop and substantiate ideas and 

experiences through their own writing and artistic and technical 

presentations. 

 
Spelling 

Students will be able to: 
- spell words involving previously studied generalizations and word patterns, and 

words taught as part of the 3rd grade spelling curriculum 
- use phonetic spelling for challenging words. 
- recognize words that may be misspelled and make corrections. 

 
Capitalization/punctuation/usage 

Students will be able to: 
- capitalize person’s title – Uncle Bob vs. my uncle. 
- capitalize first word in quotation marks. 
- capitalize all proper nouns. 
- write apostrophes to show possession. 
- use period after an abbreviation or initial. 
- use comma between city and state. 
- use comma in a series. 
- use comma between the day of the month and the year. 



- use comma in compound sentences. 
- use quotation marks in dialogue. 
- use apostrophe in possessive nouns 
- use correct pronoun as a subject. 
- use consistent verb tense most of the time. 
- not use double negatives or make common errors – would of rather than would 

have. 
- not write run on sentences or sentence fragments. 
- use appropriated homonyms – its vs it’s, your vs you’re. 
- use paragraph conventions -  indent, skip lines between paragraphs. 
- use resources to find correct spelling for words identified as misspelled. 

 
Handwriting 

Students will be able to: 
- print and use cursive legibly – size, shape, spacing, formation. 

 
Writing process 

Students will be able to: 
- develop ideas for a particular topic – brainstorming, listing key thoughts, 

questioning. 
- complete a draft of a single topic, using simple notes and outlines. 
- revise a completed draft by rearranging words, phrases, or sentences, provide 

supporting details, use correct sequence, fix run on sentences and fragments. 
- edit drafts for complete sentences, capitalization, punctuation and usage. 
- publish and present completed drafts. 
- explain strengths and weaknesses of writing. 

 
Writing genres, traits, and craft 

Students will be able to: 
- select a topic and use specific words to paint a picture. 
- use a variety of sentence lengths and sentence types -  declarative, imperative, 

interrogative. 
- write personal narratives using personal experience and observations to support 

ideas. 
- write fictional narratives with an evident problem and solution. 
- use transition words to connect ideas. 
- write a report to explain a topic. 
- write three or more paragraphs, maintaining focus on a specific topic and using a 

variety of sentence beginnings. 
- describe procedures sequentially. 
- summarize through the use of charts and graphs. 
- write two or more paragraphs, stating an opinion and supporting it with details. 
- write a quatrain poem 
- write a limerick. 
- write a free verse poem 

 



Math 
 
Numerical and Proportional Reasoning: Quantitative relationships can 

be expressed numerically in multiple ways in order to make connections 

and simplify calculations using a variety of strategies, tools and 

technologies. 

 
Students will be able to: 

- locate, label, compare and order numbers up to 10,000 using place value models, 
number lines and number patterns – multiples of 100 and 1000. 

- identify the number that 100 and 1000 more or less than a given number up to 
10,000 using place value models, pictures, and number lines. 

- round three and four digit numbers to the nearest hundred and thousand using 
place value models, number lines and number patterns. 

      -    represent three and four digit numbers up to 10000 using expanded forms and 
regrouped forms.         

- represent fractions with like and unlike denominators of 2,3,4,5,6, and 8 using a 
variety of materials; label fractional parts using words and fraction symbols. 

- locate, label and estimate fractions with like and unlike denominators of 2,3,4,5,6, 
and 8 by constructing and using models, pictures, number lines. 

- determine equivalence, compare and order fractions through constructing  and 
using models, pictures, and number lines with like and unlike denominators of 
2,3,4,5,6, and 8, including identify a whole object or whole set of objects as a 
fraction with the same numerator and denominator. 

- use models, number patterns and counting and grouping objects to find equal 
parts of a set of objects and identify amounts – ½ of 12 is 6. 

- describe quantitative relationships using ratio and identify patterns with 
equivalent ratios – 3 out of 6 crayons are red, which is the same as 1 out of 2 are 
red. 

- recall multiplication and division facts for 1,2,3,4,5,and 10. 
- write multiplication and division story problems to match a given multiplication 

or division number sentence and vice versa.  Solve. 
- solve problems using addition and subtraction of two and three digit numbers and 

money amounts up to $100, with and without regrouping. 
- create and solve addition and subtraction word problems by using place value 

patterns and algebraic properties (commutative and associative for addition). 
- solve problems involving the multiplication and division of two and three digit 

numbers by one digit with models, arrays, and pictures of sets. 
- determine when an estimate for a problem involving two and three digit numbers 

is appropriate or when an exact answer is needed. 
- use a variety of estimation strategies to determine and justify reasonableness of an 

answer to a computation or word problem involving two or three digit addition or 
subtraction of numbers or money amounts to $100. 

- determine when a strategy will result in an overestimation or an underestimation 
in problems involving two or three digit numbers. 



- determine and compare the value of a set of coins and write the values using a 
decimal point - $,50. 

- determine, compare and write the value of money amounts up to $100, and 
identify equivalent ways to represent a given amount of money. 

 
 

Geometry and Measurement:  Shapes and structures can be analyzed, 

visualized, measured and transformed using a variety of strategies, tools 

and technologies. 

 
Students will be able to: 

- identify, describe, construct, and draw two dimensional shapes such as 
quadrilaterals, pentagons, and hexagons. 

- identify, describe, construct and represent three dimensional figures such as 
cubes, spheres, cylinders, cones, pyramids, and prisms. 

- compare and classify polygons and solids and determine congruency by using 
attributes – number and length of sides, faces, edges, angles. 

- create two dimensional figures with one or more lines of symmetry. 
- draw and interpret simple maps using shapes or pictures on a coordinate grid. 
- investigate ways to tile or tessellate a shape or region using a variety of polygons. 
- use calendar and clocks to plan and sequence events and identify events and times 

occurring in the a.m. or p.m. 
- solve problems involving telling time to the nearest quarter hour, five minutes, 

and minute using analog and digital clocks. 
- develop an understanding and describe the relationships between appropriate units 

of measure through concrete experiences. 
- estimate and measure using nonstandard units and customary and metric tools and 

units: 
          length and perimeter to the nearest ¼ or ½ inch 
          area in square inches or square centimeters. 
          capacity in cups, pints, quarts, milliliters, liters 
          weight in ounces, pounds, grams 
          temperature to the nearest degree 
          volume using inch cubes and centimeter cubes. 
- describe and use estimation strategies to find a reasonable measurement. 

 

Working with Data: Probability and Statistics – Data can be analyzed to 

make informed decisions using a variety of strategies, tools and 

technologies. 

 
Students will be able to: 

- pose questions that can be used to guide data collection, organization and 
representation. 

- collect and organize the data that answer the questions using diagrams, charts, 
tables, lists, pictographs, bar graphs and line plots. 



- analyze data that has been collected and organized to draw and defend 
conclusions based on the data. 

- describe an event or element as typical based upon the range, median or mode of a 
set of data. 

- experiment to test predictions and determine probability in practical situations. 
- describe the probability of an outcome as ___ out of ___ 
- investigate combinations using models. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


