
Summer Reading 2022
Pembroke Jr/Sr High School, Grades 9-12

Name:  _____________________________________________________________  Grade: ______

Assignment: Pick a book from your grade-level list or choose your own grade-level appropriate book, read it,
and answer ALL of the following questions. Be ready to attach this Google Doc to Google Classroom on THE
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. This is a GRADED assignment that will be counted in the first quarter. Late or
incomplete work will be subject to points deductions or will not earn credit.

During the summer, if you want to change the book you’re reading, you must email the English Department
Chairperson, Ms. Early at jearly@pembrokecsd.org to request permission. Students who change books
without permission could either receive a points deduction or a zero for this assignment.  Don’t let this happen
to you.  Contact Ms. Early before making any changes to your summer reading plans or if you have any
questions about this assignment. She will respond as quickly as possible.  Thank you, and Happy Reading!

Title:

Author:

Total pages:

Setting/Context (time and place of the story):

Main character(s)/Narrator and brief description(s):

Main Conflict and brief description:

mailto:jearly@pembrokecsd.org


Author’s Purpose: Other than “to make money,” what do you think the author was trying to accomplish by
writing this book?  In other words, what message is the author trying to share with readers?  Author’s purpose
is not the same as the topic of the book. Author’s purpose is often about shaping people’s ideas or opinions
about a topic either through sharing information (nonfiction) or challenging beliefs or assumptions (fiction).
Sometimes it’s about telling “the other side of the story” to broaden readers’ understanding about specific
topics or events.  What do you think your author was trying to accomplish by writing the book you selected
for this assignment?  Be sure to explain and offer evidence to support your response to this prompt.

Critical Review (Very briefly summarize the book [tell who, what, when, where, why, and how in 3-5
sentences] AND evaluate the book.  For the evaluation, say what observations and/or questions you have
about the fairness, reasonableness, and range or extent of the information and opinions presented by the
author. Then, give your fair and reasonable judgment of what the author did well and what needs
improvement.):

Rating: Out of five stars (the top rating), how many stars would you give the text? Explain your rating.

Making the Film: Pretend that you are a casting director and your employer has just purchased the rights to
the book you chose for summer reading. Your employer wants to make (or remake) a film version, and it’s
your job to find the actors.  Who would you cast in the lead role(s)?  Why? (NOTE: You may NOT choose
actors or actresses who have ALREADY performed in a film version of your text.)



Essay Prompt

Write a multi-paragraph response to ALL of  the following questions:

What is the central idea of the text?  How does the author use ONE literary device or tool (such as character,
setting, conflict, etc.) to develop the central idea? What evidence does the author use to support the central idea?

In your response be sure to:
o Identify the author and title of the text.
o Briefly summarize the text (3-5 sentences).
o Identify the central idea of the text (author’s purpose) in a controlling idea/thesis statement.

(This should be the last sentence of your introductory paragraph.)
o In the body paragraph(s), identify AND explain how the author uses ONE literary tool or device

to develop the central idea:
▪ Use AT LEAST THREE specific details/evidence from the text that show the literary

device.
▪ Explain how the evidence from the text supports the controlling idea/thesis statement

from your introductory paragraph.
▪ Include page number citations for any quoted, paraphrased, or summarized material.

o Write a concluding paragraph.
o Follow the conventions of Standard Written English.
o Write more than one paragraph.


