
Pembroke Jr/Sr High School
Summer Reading 2022

Suggested Books

Please read at least one book this summer and complete the written assignment provided by your
teacher.  Your new teacher will collect your work on the first day of school.  Students who do not submit
their work by the end of the first week will not earn credit for it.

Texts: The following lists of books have been recommended by members of the English Department.
Students are encouraged to read a book from the list but are also welcome to choose their own
grade-level appropriate texts.  Each of the following recommendations includes brief summaries copied
from BookRags.com or Teenreads.com.  For more information about each book, please view the full
summary by visiting the link noted at the end of each entry.  In addition, limited pages of each book are
available at https://books.google.com.

NOTE:  Some books will be available in audio format at audible.com or youtube.com.  Students who listen to texts should follow
along in the book while listening.

8th grade

Warriors Don’t Cry: A Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock’s Central High by Melba
Pattillo Beals (Nonfiction)
On May 17, 1954, the United States Supreme Court ruled in the landmark case of Brown vs. The Board of
Education of Topeka, Kansas, declaring it illegal to have segregated public schools. All public school
systems were ordered to begin integration within a specific time period. This decision was met with many
emotions, including hatred and fear. The story in this text revolves around the actions that took place in
Little Rock, Arkansas during that turbulent time.  Melba Pattillo is one of the students that become
collectively known as The Little Rock Nine. The Little Rock Nine are the nine black students who were
integrated into Little Rock's Central High School in 1956. At the time of the integration, Melba is
15-years-old. Although Melba was raised in a household that is brimming with love, knowledge, strength,
and unshakable faith, the events that occur shake the girl's foundation and her entire world.

http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-warriors-dont-cry/#gsc.tab=0

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton (Fiction)
Ponyboy Curtis and his brothers, Sodapop and Darry, belong to a group of poor teenage boys called
greasers. Many of them have led hard lives already, and they are tough, angry, and unforgiving. They often
fight with the Socs, the group of wealthy, privileged boys who beat them up for fun. Ponyboy is shy and
quiet. He gets good grades and likes to draw and read. His oldest brother Darry takes care of the family
since their parents died in a car crash. There are a few other members of their gang, including Dally and
Johnny. Dally is one of the oldest, and certainly the toughest. He seems to enjoy being a criminal. He thinks
the law is a joke. Johnny is even shyer than Pony. His parents abuse him, so he always seems scared. When
the greasers meet two beautiful Soc girls, things get interesting…and deadly. How will Ponyboy navigate
through this violent and unforgiving life?

http://www.bookrags.com/notes/outs/#gsc.tab=0

https://books.google.com
http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-warriors-dont-cry/#gsc.tab=0
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/outs/#gsc.tab=0


Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick (Fiction)
Told in the sarcasm-laced voice of 13-year-old Steven, the novel describes his various adolescent trials
and tribulations, all of which are familiar yet still cringe-worthy--he has a crush on the most attractive girl
in school, has an angelic-looking yet demonic little brother named Jeffrey, and his parents irk and annoy
him constantly. Steven's story takes a sharp turn, however, into potentially over-dramatic emotional
ground when Jeffrey's nosebleeds turn out to be an indicator of something serious. This heartwarming,
funny, and truthful tale is sure to please any reader.

http://admin.teenreads.com/reviews/drums-girls-dangerous-pie

Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card (Science Fiction)
In the future, the world has been twice attacked by aliens called Buggers, and humanity almost perished.
To prepare for the next battle, the world unites around the cause of collecting and training military
geniuses from early childhood; their one goal in life is to be the leaders of the army that defends Earth
from the "Third Invasion."  Ender is one of those children. Ender is recruited into the army after passing
tests and quickly rises to the top of the talent pool. Loved or hated by other students at Battle School,
Ender is isolated by excellence in the games that the students play and by the teachers' treatment of his
excellence. Colonel Graff, the one who found and groomed Ender, runs Battle School and risks his
reputation, and humanity's existence, on his vehement belief that Ender is the one who can defeat the
Buggers.

http://www.bookrags.com/notes/end/#gsc.tab=0

http://admin.teenreads.com/reviews/drums-girls-dangerous-pie
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/end/#gsc.tab=0

