
Pembroke Jr/Sr High School
Summer Reading 2022

Suggested Books

Please read at least one book this summer and complete the written assignment provided by your
teacher.  Your new teacher will collect your work on the first day of school.  Students who do not submit
their work by the end of the first week will not earn credit for it.

Texts: The following lists of books have been recommended by members of the English Department.
Students are encouraged to read a book from the list but are also welcome to choose their own
grade-level appropriate texts.  Each of the following recommendations includes brief summaries copied
from BookRags.com or Teenreads.com.  For more information about each book, please view the full
summary by visiting the link noted at the end of each entry.  In addition, limited pages of each book are
available at https://books.google.com.

NOTE:  Some books will be available in audio format at audible.com or youtube.com.  Students who listen to texts should follow
along in the book while listening.

9th grade

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon (Fiction)
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time is told through the perspective of an intelligent
fifteen-year-old boy with autism who includes a variety of clever visuals to enhance his narrative. But
author Mark Haddon says the novel is not simply about disability: "It's about what you can do with words
and what it means to communicate with someone in a book." Christopher Boone narrates this novel after
finding his neighbor's black poodle, Wellington, murdered with a garden fork. The book is Christopher's
account of his investigation, and as he gets closer to the truth, he begins to investigate the personal
mysteries in his family and discovers that the truths his father told him about his dead mother are indeed
fiction.

http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-nightime/#gsc.tab=0

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Fiction)
The Book Thief is a novel of cruelty, poverty, and hope. Liesel Meminger is a young girl who has been
placed in foster care by her mother. Liesel's brother dies en route to their new home and this leaves Liesel
traumatized, causing her to have terrible nightmares in the middle of the night. Liesel's foster father
begins teaching her to read on these nights to distract her from her pain. Liesel learns to turn to books for
comfort. When the war begins, comfort becomes a rare state of mind, so Liesel finds ways to seek it out.
Liesel begins to steal books in her efforts to deal with the cruelty of the world around her. The Book Thief
is a complicated story of survival that will encourage its readers to think and to be amazed at how
resilient the human spirit really is.

http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-book-thief/#gsc.tab=0

https://books.google.com
http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-nightime/#gsc.tab=0
http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-book-thief/#gsc.tab=0


1984 by George Orwell (Fiction)
The novel, published in 1949, takes place in 1984 and presents an imaginary future where a totalitarian
state controls every aspect of life, even people's thoughts. The state is called Oceania and is ruled by a
group known as the Party; its leader and dictator is Big Brother. Winston Smith, the central character, is a
thirty-nine-year-old man living in London. He secretly hates the Party and decides to rebel by starting a
diary in which he reveals his rebellious thoughts. Through keeping a diary, Winston commits
thoughtcrime and knows that one day he will be discovered by the Thought Police and probably killed.
Winston is fascinated by "proles," the lowest class in the social hierarchy of Oceania. They are the only
group allowed to live pretty much as they like without heavy police surveillance. He befriends Mr.
Charrington, the prole owner of a junk-shop, who shares his interest in the past and life before the rule of
Big Brother.

http://www.bookrags.com/notes/1984/#gsc.tab=0

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline (Fiction)
This novel is about a young, poor teenager living in a future world where chaos reigns, and most people
forget their miserable existence by spending most of their time inside the virtual world of OASIS. This
teenager, Wade, is one of millions of gunters, people hunting for the hidden Easter egg within the OASIS
that was left by its creator, James Halliday, upon his death. The successful gunter will inherit Halliday's
entire estate as well as controlling power over his company, Gregarious Simulation Systems. The task
seems daunting, especially to a poor kid like Wade who has to access the OASIS on a cheap console issued
by the school. However, sometimes intelligence is a much more powerful weapon than expensive
equipment. Ready Player One is a fun and exciting adventure novel that not only takes the reader into a
future world where anything is possible in the virtual worlds inside the OASIS, but also on a nostalgic trip
back to the era of big hair, heavy metal bands, and Atari.

http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-ready-player-one/#gsc.tab=0
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