
Pembroke Jr/Sr High School
Summer Reading 2022

Suggested Books

Please read at least one book this summer and complete the written assignment provided by your
teacher.  Your new teacher will collect your work on the first day of school.  Students who do not submit
their work by the end of the first week will not earn credit for it.

Texts: The following lists of books have been recommended by members of the English Department.
Students are encouraged to read a book from the list but are also welcome to choose their own
grade-level appropriate texts.  Each of the following recommendations includes brief summaries copied
from BookRags.com or Teenreads.com.  For more information about each book, please view the full
summary by visiting the link noted at the end of each entry.  In addition, limited pages of each book are
available at https://books.google.com.

NOTE:  Some books will be available in audio format at audible.com or youtube.com.  Students who listen to texts should follow
along in the book while listening.

English 12 and College English (not AP Language)

The Martian (Classroom Edition preferred) by Andy Weir (Fiction)
The Martian by Andy Weir is the story of Mark Watney who is a crew member of the Ares 3 mission to
Mars. The crew had traveled the nearly year-long journey from Earth’s orbit to Mars’ orbit on the Hermes
and had used the Mars descent vehicle (MDV) to land on the planet’s surface.  The Ares 3 is the third
mission to Mars in the NASA series. The two earlier missions had been successful and did not experience
any major problems. Confidence was robust at NASA and within the Ares 3 crew that their mission would
follow their predecessors in its success in space travel and learning more about Mars. However, Ares 3 did
not at all go by script. This story details Watney’s hard work and determination to survive on a desolate
planet after being left behind by his fellow crew members.

http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-martian/#gsc.tab=0

City of Light by Lauren Belfer (Fiction)
It is 1901 and Buffalo, New York, stands at the center of the nation's attention as a place of immense
wealth and sophistication. The massive hydroelectric power development at nearby Niagara Falls and the
grand Pan-American Exposition promise to bring the Great Lakes "city of light" even more repute.
Against this rich historical backdrop lives Louisa Barrett, the attractive, articulate headmistress of the
Macaulay School for Girls. Protected by its powerful all-male board, "Miss Barrett" is treated as an equal
by the men who control the life of the city. Lulled by her unique relationship with these titans of business,
Louisa feels secure in her position, until a mysterious death at the power plant triggers a sequence of
events that forces her to return to a past she has struggled to conceal, and to question everything and
everyone she holds dear. (Google Books Preview not available for this text.)

https://www.bookbrowse.com/bb_briefs/detail/index.cfm/ezine_preview_number/5280/city-of-light

The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by
Daniel James Brown (Nonfiction)
The Boys in the Boat is the story of an entire Olympic rowing team, but it focuses primarily on the life of
Joe Rantz, one of the boys in the boat. Rantz had a particularly difficult childhood with his mother dying
when he was only four. His widowed father married a cold, distant woman nearly twenty-years his junior.
As a child, Joe was frequently abandoned as his father searched for work in Depression-era America. He

https://books.google.com
http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-art-of-racing-in-the-rain/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.bookbrowse.com/bb_briefs/detail/index.cfm/ezine_preview_number/5280/city-of-light


was shuttled from one relative’s home to another. Eventually, he was left to fend for himself at the age of
ten. Despite the fact that he had been neglected and abandoned nearly his entire life, Joe’s spirit was
resilient, and he never turned bitter. He continued to love his family, particularly his father, and hoped
that one day they would be reunited. When he was seventeen, Joe’s older brother summoned him to
Seattle to finish his final year of high school, and it was there that Joe met Al Ulbrickson, head rowing
coach at the University of Washington. Ulbrickson, who immediately recognized Joe’s physical abilities,
encouraged the boy to apply to the university and try out for the college rowing team.  Joe’s feelings of
hope and resilience were a stark contrast to what was happening in the rest of the world, with the Great
Depression nearly crippling American economics, the rise of the Nazi Party in Germany, and the
impending outbreak of the Second World War. Still, the Olympic Games provided a reprieve from all the
stress as families around the world crowded around their televisions and radios to cheer on their national
teams.  This is the story of one of those teams.
http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-boys-in-the-boat-nine-americans-and-their-epic-quest-for-gold-at-the-1936-berlin

-olympics/#gsc.tab=0

Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians
Who Helped Win the Space Race by Margot Lee Shetterly (Nonfiction)
Hidden Figures tells the incredible real-life account of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson,
and Christine Darden—who, in a time when black women faced seemingly insurmountable obstacles,
went to work as “calculators” at NASA. With pencils, paper, and slide rules, they transformed airplane,
rocket, and satellite designs—and ensured a World War II victory.  Despite the social and political climate
at the height of Jim Crow, these women rose up and became integral to the project that put the first man
on the moon. From World War II to the Cold War to the civil rights movement to the space race, Hidden
Figures tells the story of four remarkable women whose contributions to science led to some of NASA’s
greatest successes.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33613796-summary-and-analysis-of-hidden-figures

http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-boys-in-the-boat-nine-americans-and-their-epic-quest-for-gold-at-the-1936-berlin-olympics/#gsc.tab=0
http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-the-boys-in-the-boat-nine-americans-and-their-epic-quest-for-gold-at-the-1936-berlin-olympics/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33613796-summary-and-analysis-of-hidden-figures

