
 
 
July 28, 2021 
 
Dear Kelso Families, 
 
Governor Inslee and the Washington State Department of Health (DoH) announced today that the state 
will continue to require all school personnel, volunteers, visitors, and students to wear face 
coverings/masks, regardless of vaccination status, in Washington K-12 schools when indoors this fall.  
 
This is a legal requirement from the state that schools must follow. The masking decision is not a choice 
left to local school boards. You can find a recording of the Governor’s July 28 announcement here. 
 
These requirements are consistent with recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). The state will revisit these 
requirements when circumstances change.  
 
For your reference, here are some of the major updates from today’s announcement: 

• All staff and students must wear face coverings/masks, regardless of vaccination status, 
consistent with recent recommendations from the CDC and AAP. 

• Quarantine protocols have been updated to reduce student exclusions. The close contact 
definition excludes students who were at least three feet away from an infected student 
when (a) both students were wearing face coverings/masks and (b) other prevention 
strategies were in place. 

• Complete fall school guidance from DoH can be found here. 
• Extra- and co-curricular requirements will be published in early August 

 
Finally, you may be reading a lot about the federal government, private employers, and other 
organizations mandating vaccines or routine COVID testing as a condition of employment. That is not 
currently the requirement of state employees or school district employees, nor do we have a COVID 
vaccine requirement for students, and that is not expected this year.  
 
We remain excited to welcome students back 5 days a week this fall, 
either fully in-person or at Kelso Virtual Academy. Because the health and 
safety of our staff, students, and families remains our top priority, we 
maintain vigilance around health and safety protocols.  Kelso’s top key 
mitigation strategies include: 

• Stay home when sick 
• Physical distancing  
• Sanitizing stations 
• Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2021071085
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-K12Schools2021-2022.pdf


• Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine (quarantine protocols have been 
updated to reduce student exclusions) 

• Voluntary COVID-19 testing in every school 
• Universal and correct use of masks as required by the State of Washington 

 
Thank you, once again, for your partnership in the days ahead.  Kelso School District is committed more 
than ever to learning, leading, and rising to this moment with grace, dignity, and excellence—together.  
 
As always, if you have questions, feel free to email me.  
 
#KelsoStrong 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent  
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  
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