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Dear Students, Families and Staff,

Last week, La Grande School District (LGSD) was disappointed to hear that Governor Brown placed a new mask

mandate on Oregon public schools after announcing in June that we would all have local control of COVID-19

protocols. We understand and share the frustrations of many of our families and ask everyone to understand that

school boards and administrators have little room to defy this order without risking daily fines imposed on the district

and risks of sanctions on the licenses of our teachers and administrators.

· Our students, staff, and schools should not be in the middle of this polarizing issue. None of us asked for the mask
mandate. However, I want to make it clear, even if we personally disagree with state orders from the Governor, our
school district does not have the option to violate state orders.

· As a community, regardless of where we stand on vaccinations and masks, we should work to be as helpful as possible
to our local schools. Students need us to be together, collaborative, and supportive of one another as much as possible.
Their learning and their ability to thrive is based on our support and working together. This will be the 3rd school year
where our teachers and many of our students will have to experience the impact of COVID. The restrictions that have
been created should not diminish the quality of education services and activities we have worked hard to develop.

· LGSD has long advocated for local control, context, data, and collaboration with our public health and emergency
officials to make our decisions. We must be given the opportunity at a local level to implement our safety key practices
and utilize our operations plans/pandemic plan. My stance has been that we make decisions based on our local context
and that state mandates should be our last resort.

· LGSD and our district’s Board of Directors will continue to advocate, lobby, and stand up for LGSD’s value to retain local
control and to be allowed decision-making that is in the best interest of our community and school district.

· Should you wish to write to the Oregon Department of Education, Oregon Health Authority, our governor’s office, your
local state senators, and your state representatives to voice your perspective, you are encouraged to do so. Contacting
your state representatives and the Governor’s office through the following complaint link is a start:

State of Oregon: Governor Kate Brown - Share Your Opinion

It is important that we work together in returning local control to the school district.

· I do ask for your support in making it a great school year for our students. We must focus on relationships, on learning,
and on ensuring students and staff thrive. We must stay in operations in-person and we do wish to stay in daily routines
and operations with minimal disruptions to your child’s learning.

https://www.oregon.gov/gov/pages/share-your-opinion.aspx


What does it mean to violate a state order?

· Each occasion of a verified mask violation is subject to a $500.00 fine at the school site. $500.00 for each instance

is a violation…per student…per staff…per occasion…in the same day.

· Administrators, teachers, and licensed staff that refuse to follow a state law may also receive sanctions from

the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission, our state licensing board for ethical education violations,

leadership standards, and for following state laws.

· Board members swear to obey the constitution of the United States, Oregon laws, and Oregon statutes, as well as to

follow board policies.

· Our district’s risk and liability insurance will not be binding (and the Board will lose personal liability

protection) when not following state laws.

Is this rule for the full 2021-22 school year?

No. The goal is to go back to local decision-making. The Oregon Health Authority will review the situation at least
monthly.

Next Steps:
LGSD has been in communication with the Oregon Department of Education and many state leaders in education. We
have asked the state to reconsider the one month look back to two weeks; to have exemption and exception language
similar to past advisory metrics; to have rules based on the size of our county, community impact, hospitalization rates,
hospitalization capacity, school impact, and any other community variables that allow for a return to local decision on
this topic.

The Oregon Department of Education, Oregon Health Authority, Oregon School Boards Association, and governor’s staff
are now considering scheduling virtual “town halls” for school boards and their communities. More news to come.

As a superintendent representing our region of the State, I have been invited to meet with Governor Brown. It will be
my first opportunity to discuss the situation with her directly. Should you wish to send me your perspectives that you
wish for me to share with her please send me your comments.

The mask mandate will be implemented on August 12, 2021. As we continue to navigate state updates, LGSD will
remain committed to providing full-day, everyday education programs for all of our students to include in-person and
virtual options.

Be well,

George Mendoza
Superintendent, La Grande School District


