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Welcome Back!!

Beresford Elementary Families-

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL!  These are four of my favorite words!  In my opinion,
school is the best place!  Where else can you find FUN, FRIENDS FOOD? More
importantly, our learners are surrounded by an extremely caring and talented staff who
want the best for each child!  As we embark on another school year, don’t be a stranger!
Our doors are open for visitors! Come to lunch or visit your child’s classroom to see all
of the wonderful things that are happening at BES! Beresford Elementary is the best
place for your child to be.
-Mr. James

Meet our 2021-2022 Grade Level Teams
Kindergarten Team
Miss Catie Ganschow is joining our Kindergarten team this year.  Miss Ganschow has
been teaching 1st Grade in Tea. She has 10 years of experience with tremendous
knowledge of lower elementary. She will be joining Mrs. Kropuenske, who is our
‘Kindergarten guru’.  Mrs.VanVoorst returns as our Junior Kindergarten teacher. She is
fabulous and has done a great job building our JK program!

1st Grade Team



Mrs. Kirkebak and Miss Anderson return as our 1st grade team. These two work
fabulously together.  It’s the perfect combination of young knowledge and veteran
experience.  Mrs. Erika Hansen, our Reading Recovery Specialist, works very closely
with the 1st grade team.  The collaboration these ladies exhibit creates a winning
environment for our learners in 1st grade!

2nd Grade Team
Mrs. Darla Hamm will be joining Ms. Schoellerman in 2nd grade.  Mrs. Hamm brings
nearly 20 years of experience (classroom teacher and administrator). She brings an
unbelievable amount of elementary knowledge that will benefit our whole school.
Together with Ms. Schoellerman, this veteran duo will provide great learning
experiences for our 2nd grade learners.

3rd Grade Team
Our third grade team remains the same for the ‘21-22 school year.  Miss Cain, Mrs.
Erickson, and Ms. Rasmussen all return.  These three are a great team in which all third
grade learners will enjoy.  All three have experience teaching lower elementary and do a
great job making sure our 3rd grade learners have the necessary fundamental skills
before they move to 4th grade!

4th Grade Team
Mr. Ben Short will be the third member of our 4th grade team with Ms Larsen and Mr.
Ebert.  Mr. Short has 7 years of experience teaching in Sioux Falls.  He will fit in great
with the other two facilitators.  All three of them build wonderful relationships with
learners, which is essential for learning. Our 4th grade learners are in great hands!

5th Grade Team
Our 5th grade team of Mrs. Voss and Mr. Meyer are just what learners need before they
go off to Middle School.  They are experts not only at content, but also great helping
learners understand how to be responsible for themselves as they prepare for middle
school.

Special Education
We are so fortunate to have the Special Education teachers we have.  Dr. Carlson, Mrs.
Jorgensen, and Mrs. VanderLaan are unbelievable at what they do! No other
elementary school SPED Team has the experience and expertise that these three have.
They make everybody at BES better!

ELL (English Language Learners)



Jessica PaoPao is leading our ELL team this year.  She comes to us from the state of
Washington where she has taught college level Spanish classes as well worked with
ELL families.  Helping her this year will be Miss Ashley Knudson.

Beresford Elementary Open House
Monday, August 16th from 5:30-7pm will be our Welcome Back Open House. New this
year, our Welcome Back Open House will begin with a short greeting from Mr. James in
the Beresford Elementary Gym at 5:30, 6:00, 6:30. Parents and learners will start in the
gym, then be dismissed to classrooms to meet their teacher and learn more about the
2021-2022 school year. Plan on coming to Open House at 5:30, 6:00 or 6:30 pm.

Class Lists
To learn what room your child will be in for this school year, class lists will be posted in
next week’s Beresford Republic or parents can log into Infinite Campus on Thursday,
August 12.

Lunch
Lunch will be back in the cafeteria this year. Parents are welcomed to join their child for
lunch.  Take advantage of this age when kids are excited for parents to come eat with
them! If you do plan to eat at school, please let the office know so we can prepare
enough food.
Our lunch schedule is: 11:30 Grades 4 and 5  12:00 JK/K and 1 12:30 2 and 3

● Microwaves will not be available this year to ‘warm up’ meals they bring from
home.

● Like last year, breakfast and lunch will be free for our learners. Extra entrees will
cost $1.55.

Entering/Exiting BES
Before school, doors at BES will open for learners at 7:45.  Learners are asked to enter
and exit the building that is closest to their classroom. JK-1 will enter the Common
Doors. Grades 2-3 Main Doors, and Grades 4-5 either set of doors on the North end of
the building.  When exiting the building, all learners who ride the bus will exit through
the Main Doors or the Northeast Door.  For learners who walk or ride bike, Grade JK-1
will be dismissed from the Common’s Doors.  All other grades will be dismissed through
doors that are closest to their room. We ask that parents wait by their cars, and the
learners will come to you.  We learned last year that this system created a
non-congested flow throughout the building.



School Pictures
School pictures will be held on August 26. Retakes will be October 26th.  At Welcome
Back Orientation you will receive more information.

New App
Beresford School District released a new app this summer.  Please download to your

phone/device by going to the App Store and searching Beresford SD

Outside food/Snacks
BES is a Peanut Free Building.  With all of the food allergies in our building, all snacks
must be store-bought with ingredients clearly labeled/listed.

Before and Afterschool Program
PRCE Kid’s Konnection is a fee-based before (6:30-8) and after-school program

(3:30-6) for elementary learners.  For more information visit https://beresfordprce.org.

iPads
Every learner will be issued an iPad for their use while at school.  Please communicate
with your learner the importance of being a good steward of this learning tool.  If
deemed necessary, learners will be allowed to take it home.

Beresford School District Student Pledge for iPad Use
● I will take good care of my iPad.
● I will not leave my iPad unattended.
● I will not loan out my iPad to other individuals.
● I will know where my iPad is at all times.
● I will charge my iPad’s battery daily.
● I will keep food and beverages away from my iPad since they may cause
damage to the device.
● I will not disassemble any part of my iPad or attempt any repairs.
● I will protect my iPad by only carrying it while in the provided case.
● I will use my iPad in ways that are appropriate, meet Beresford School District
expectations, and are educational.
● I will not place decorations (such as stickers, markers, etc.) on my iPad or
provided case; I will not deface the serial number iPad sticker on any iPad.
● I understand that my iPad is subject to inspection at any time without notice and
remains the property of the Beresford School District.
● I will follow the policies outlined in the iPad Handbook and the Acceptable Use

https://beresfordprce.org


Policy while at school, as well as outside the school day.
● I will file a police report in case of theft or vandalism.
● I will be responsible for all damage or loss caused by neglect or abuse.
● I agree to return the iPad and accessories in good working condition (if I do not
furnish these items during checkout, I will be expected to pay the cost for
replacement).

The Beresford School District expects each student to return his or her iPad, and
accessories at the end of the school year (or when a student leaves the district). Normal
wear and evidence of use is expected and will not result in fines or fees. Students who
do not furnish a case, charger/cord, and/or iPad upon student checkout will be expected
to pay the replacement cost of the item. Replacement costs will be determined by the
Technology Coordinator and based on current market price for the device or accessory.


