
eStem Community,

I understand you may have seen news stories or read social media posts regarding COVID cases at eStem
Schools this week. While we endeavor to avoid having any instances of COVID in our schools, we do serve
more than 3,200 students with a staff of more than 300 educators, so we expect that we are going to see some
cases. I want to make sure you have the facts about the status of COVID cases/quarantines in our schools as
rumors of an “outbreak” have been greatly exaggerated.

Since school started on Tuesday of this week, we have had only two instances across all of our
schools in which a student who had been on campus subsequently tested positive for COVID.
Contract tracing has identified nine additional students who needed to quarantine due to possible
exposure. This reflects less than 1/3 of 1% of our students who may have been exposed on our
campuses. All other positive cases and quarantining individuals occurred due to
testing/possible exposure prior to students returning to campus this week. Unfortunately, as
you know, statistics show that our community is a hot spot at this time, so we are keeping a close eye
on the data.

Current case count for all five eStem Schools (3,230 students enrolled):

19 students in isolation for positive tests

55 students in quarantine due to possible exposure

2 staff members in isolation

9  staff members in quarantine

Please keep in mind these numbers may change by the minute as we are notified of any additional possible
exposures to COVID. If your child is identified as a probable close contact, our Point of Contact (POC) will
reach out to you with further instructions. I want to assure you our staff is doing everything possible to provide
for the health and safety of our students, including regularly cleaning/sanitizing rooms and common spaces,
wiping down desks and equipment after use, implementing physical distancing where possible, and providing
face coverings and other PPE. We are aware of the ruling this morning regarding Act 1002 and have legal
professionals reviewing its implications for our schools. Be on the lookout for an announcement about our face
covering/mask policy this weekend.

Thank you for trusting us with the education of your children. I know these are stressful times, and I hope this
message can help reduce your anxiety.

Respectfully,

John Bacon, Ed. D.

Chief Executive Officer


