
City School District of New Rochelle
Health and Safety Committee



Water concerns & what triggered it?

In Flint, Michigan, anywhere between 6,000 and 12,000 children have been 
exposed to drinking water with high levels of lead 

The EPA threshold is 15 ppb (parts per billion) and Flint was seeing numbers in 
the 10,000 ppb range

In March 2016, 174 Flint residents (out of 269 who participated in the original 
August 2015 sampling of Flint water) re-sampled their homes for lead in drinking 
water.

The goal was to track possible improvements but what they found was that the 
levels were still extremely high



District Action:

Immediately upon hearing the reports coming out of Flint, Dr. Osborne called me  
and asked:

1. What are we doing to ensure that our drinking water is safe
2. How soon can we have it tested

Clearly Flint raised public awareness through out the country.
New Rochelle took a proactive stance to determine the condition of our drinking 
water.



District Actions (continued)

1. On March 17, 2016 we reached out to two agencies for the purpose of
obtaining proposals to have our water tested. They were:

a.  Westchester County Department of Laboratories & Research
Proposal: $1,012

b.  Louis Berger Consultant Services For Southern Westchester BOCES
Proposal: $5,707.5

2. We suggested using Louis Berger for a few reasons:

a. They are under Southern Westchester BOCES and the work is aidable. 
BOCES aid ratio is .642 

b. They come in and handle the entire project from beginning to end
c. Westchester County provides the water bottles, but we are required 

to fill them and then send them back. I did not want the district to 
have their hands in the chain of custody.



District Actions (continued)

On March 23, 2016, Louis Berger began taking samples of water through out the 
district and below are the results:

-Trinity-01A 03/23/16 06:12 DF - Hallway by Cafeteria (cellar level) ND
-Trinity-02A 03/23/16 06:14 DF - Cafeteria (cellar level) ND
-Trinity-03A 03/23/16 06:16 DF - D Hallway by Auditorium 3.55 ppb

-Young-01A 03/23/16 06:31 Kitchen Sink (cellar level) 3.54 ppb
-Young-02A 03/23/16 06:33 DF - E Hallway (cellar level) 2.01 ppb
-Young-03A 03/23/16 06:40 DF - W Hallway (cellar level) ND

-Jefferson-01A 03/23/16 06:51 DF - Hallway near Main Entrance (1st Floor) 2.31 ppb
-Jefferson-02A 03/23/16 06:55 Kitchen Sink (1st Floor) 3.02 ppb

-Columbus-01A 03/23/16 07:12 Kitchen Prep Sink (1st Floor) 1.27 ppb
-Columbus-02A 03/23/16 07:16 DF - Hallway (1st Floor) 2.51 ppb

-Webster-01A 03/23/16 07:32 Kitchen Wash Sink (1st Floor) 3.52 ppb
-Webster-02A 03/23/16 07:35 DF - Cafeteria (1st Floor) ND
-Webster-02B 03/23/16 07:38 DF - Hallway near Elevator (Cellar level) ND



District Actions (continued)

- St. Gabe-01A 03/23/16 07:50 DF - Hallway near Main Entrance (1st Floor) 4.35 ppb
- St. Gabe-02A 03/23/16 07:53 DF - Hallway near Bathrooms (2nd Floor) 2.67 ppb

- NRHS-01A 03/29/16 06:00 Kitchen Food Prep Sink (Basement Level) 1.28 ppb
- NRHS-02A 03/29/16 06:02 DF – Hallway by House 1 Stack (Basement Level) ND
- NRHS-03A 03/29/16 06:04 DF – Hallway by Kitchen (Basement Level) 14.3 ppb
- NRHS-04A 03/29/16 06:08 DF – Hallway by Room 1104 (1st Floor B Wing) 1.79 ppb
- NRHS-05A 03/29/16 06:10 DF – Hallway by Room 1118 (1st Floor B Wing) 2.62 ppb

- Barnard-01A 03/29/16 06:30 Kitchen Sink (Basement Level) 3.41 ppb
- Barnard-02A 03/29/16 06:35 DF- Hallway near Room 102 (1st Floor) 3.13 ppb

- Ward-01A 03/29/16 06:50 Kitchen Food Prep Sink (Ground 1 Level) ND
- Ward-02A 03/29/16 06:53 DF- Hallway near Cafeteria (Ground 1 Level) ND

- ALMS-01A 03/29/16 07:06 Kitchen Food Prep Sink (Ground Level) 1.79 ppb
- ALMS-02A 03/29/16 07:09 DF- Hallway near Room 110 (Ground Level) 4.86 ppb
- ALMS-03A 03/29/16 07:11 DF- Hallway near Cafeteria (Ground Level) ND



District Actions (continued)

- Davis-01A 03/29/16 07:28 Kitchen Food Prep Sink (Ground Level) 13.4 ppb

- Davis-02A 03/29/16 07:31 DF- Hallway near Stage Door (Ground Level) 47.2 ppb

- Davis-02B 03/29/16 07:31 DF- Hallway near Stage Door (Ground Level) 3.14 ppb

Of the samples collected in the eleven (11) Schools, all but one single sample (Davis) of the 
initial screening samples were below the EPA action level of 15 ppb .

After a 30 second flush the environmental consultant noticed that the numbers came down 
to 3.14 ppb, well within the acceptable limits.



EPA Guidance:

◊ For the George M. Davis Jr. Elementary School – when situations such as this arises 
the EPA guidance document: 

 Establishing a flushing program as a routine, interim control measure

 To flush the interior plumbing, locate the faucet furthest away from the service line on each

wing and floor of the building, open the faucets wide, and let the water run for 10 minutes.
 Open valves at all drinking water fountains without refrigeration units and let the water run

for one minute.
 Let the water run on all refrigerated water fountains for 15 minutes.
 Open all kitchen faucets (and other faucets where water will be used for drinking and/or

cooking) and let the water run for 30 seconds.

◊ Clean all faucet aerators (if present) for all sources used for drinking and/or cooking. Lead 
bearing sediment may end up in drinking water from physical corrosion of leaded solder
and can build up in the aerator over time.

◊ Consider making a detailed plumbing profile for each School; this would be useful for
future testing and would be an aid in locating any future problems that may occur and
prioritizing remedial actions, as needed. Louis Berger could assist CSDNR with this
task.



EPA Guidance (continue)

◊ Consider additional testing for any drinking water sources (not included in the testing
above) that have brass pipes, fittings, faucets, and valves. Brass fittings commonly 
used in drinking water outlets could contain up to 8 percent lead.

◊ Consider establishing a program for periodic testing for lead in drinking water within
the CSDNR.

Because of the above results for Davis the decision was made to have additional tests 
conducted and in the mean time all water to drinking fountains have been shut off

Food Service provided bottled water last Friday. As of this Monday we had 6 water coolers 
delivered to the school along with 30–5 gallon water bottles.

We are hoping to receive the final results by the end of the week.


