
Richland County Community Unit #1

Update from Superintendent of Schools

August 5, 2021

RCCU1 Families:

I am excited to begin a new school year! While this school year is not going to begin exactly
how we had hoped, it will allow our students to return to many of the opportunities and
experiences they missed out on last school year. A return to full in-person learning will be our
priority, but we will do this with a focus on the health and safety of all of our students and staff. If
we have learned anything over the past year and a half, it is that our students, teachers, support
staff, and administrators are resilient. I am very proud to serve as the superintendent of schools
for RCCU1 and to have the opportunity to work with each of these groups.

On August 4th Governor JB Pritzker announced that all PreK - 12 schools will begin the school
year with a mask mandate. At this time, it is unknown how long this mask mandate will last. I am
hopeful that conditions will improve and that we will be able to implement the plan approved by
our board of education. This plan provides for a weekly update on COVID-19 factors in Richland
County and a mask requirement or recommendation based on these conditions.

The RCCU1 School Opening Plan is more than just wearing a mask or not wearing a mask. This
plan returns to a full-day schedule, adheres to public health guidelines, focuses on students’
academic growth and social/emotional well-being, and provides for the daily routine and
structure that many students have missed out on during the past several months. Conditions
can and do change, and the plan will evolve based on these circumstances. A link to the full
2021-2022 School Opening Plan may be found below.
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1446250/2021-2022_Sch
ool_Opening_Plan__Update_2_.pdf

The last several months have been challenging for everyone in the RCCU1 community. Please
know that we are doing our best work to provide an environment that allows a safe return to full
in-person learning for all of our students and staff.

Best Regards!

Chris A. Simpson, Superintendent of Schools
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