
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF ROBESON COUNTY
Board of Education Meeting – Central Office

Minutes
July 12, 2022,

The Board of Education for the Public Schools of Robeson County convened in a

regularly scheduled meeting on July 12, 2022 – 6:00 P.M. – Central Office, Lumberton,

NC. The following members were present:

John Simmons, Chairman
Randy Lawson, Vice-Chairman
Henry Brewer
Tre’ Britt
Dr. Linda Emanuel
William Gentry
Vonta Leach
Terry Locklear
Craig Lowry
Melissa Ocean
Mike Smith (Virtual)

Also in attendance were: Superintendent Dr. Freddie Williamson; Dr. Robert Locklear,

Melissa Thompson, Jennifer Freeman; Bobby Locklear, Assistant Superintendents;

Hugh McIlwain, Assistant Finance Officer; Erica Setzer, Chief Finance Officer (Absent);

Jessica Horne, Chief Communications Officer; and Attorney Grady Hunt (Virtual)

ORDER OF BUSINESS

1. Call to Order: Dr. Freddie Williamson, Superintendent

2. Invocation: Terry Locklear

3. Evangelist Glenda Camara preceded in prayer before the Swearing-in of

Ms. Melissa Davis Ocean.  Ms. Ocean is a new board member. Swearing-in of New

Board Members by the Honorable Brooke Locklear Clark, District Court Judge, Ms.

Ocenan was accompanied by her family.   Mr. Tre’ Smith, a new board member, was

sworn in by the Honorable Brooke Locklear Clark, District Court Judge, accompanied

by his family.
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4. The Honorable Brooke Locklear Clark gave an oath of Office for reelected Board

Member Dr. Linda Emanuel; the family also accompanied her.

Mr. Mike Smith was absent and will be given the Oath of Office at the August 9, 2022,

board meeting.

5. Election of Chairman:

Superintendent Dr. Freddie Williamson opens the floor for nominations for the election

of the board chair.

There was a motion by Mr. Craig Lowry and a second by Mr. Randy Lawson to

nominate Mr. John Simmons as Chairman.

Mr. John Simmons was elected Chairman for the 2022-2023 school year.  Mr. John

Simmons thanked everyone for their vote.  Dr. Freddie Williamson, the Superintendent,

thanked Mr. Mike Smith, serving as Chairman, for his work and leadership this past

year.  Chairman John Simmons also thanked Mr. Mike Smith and Ms. Brenda Fairley

Ferebee for all their work and will call on them this year.

6. Election of Vice-Chairman:

Mr. John Simmons opened up the floor for nominations for vice-chairman.

There was a motion by Mr. Henry Brewer and a second by Dr. Linda Emanuel to

nominate Mr. Terry Locklear for vice-chairman.

Mr. Tre’ Britt motioned to nominate Mr. Randy Lawson and a second by Mr. William

Gentry to nominate Mr. Randy Lawson for vice-chairman.

Mr. Craig Lowry, Mr. Henry Brewer, Dr. Linda Emanuel, and Mr. Terry Locklear voted in

favor of Mr. Terry Locklear as Vice-Chairman.   Mr. Tre’ Britt, Ms. Melissa Ocean, Mr.

Randy Lawson, Mr. William Gentry, and Chairman John Simmons voted for Mr. Randy

Lawson as Vice-Chairman.  Mr. Randy Lawsson was elected Vice-Chairman for the

2022-2023 school year.
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Chairman John Simmons also presented to the Board Committees for the 2022-2023

school year.

Before approving the agenda, Chairman Simmons added several items to the agenda,

including Grass Cutting Contracts, HVAC updates, and Red Springs Complex Updates.

7. Adoption of the Agenda: Chairman John Simmons. The Board approved the

revised Agenda.

Mr. Henry Brewer motioned to approve the revised agenda, seconded by

Mr. William Gentry.  The Board approved the revised agenda.

8. Adoption of the Minutes - Open Session: Mr. William Gentry

mentioned a correction on page 6 of the June 14, 2022 minutes.  He stated

approval with the revision. The Board unanimously approved the open session

minutes of June 14, with revision, and June 30, 2022.

3. INFORMATION ITEMS

1. NCHSAA Principal of the Year

Mr. Jerome Hunt presented to Mr. Christopher Suggs, the NCHSAS Principal of the year.

On Friday, July 1, 2022, the North Carolina High School Athletic Association announced

its state award winners for the 2021-2022 school year. Out of 400 plus high

schools and 400 plus high school Principals, the Public Schools of Robeson County

had the Bob Deaton-NCHSAA Principal of the Year, Mr. Jason Suggs.

A statement from the NCHSAA reads: Jason Suggs is the Principal at St.Pauls High

School and has served as Principal since 2015. He is an alumnus of the school and

has been pleased to preside over seven years of academic and athletic growth. Even with

the cloud of Covid altering high school athletics, St. Paul's High has been deep in the

playoffs in many sports. The Bulldogs made regional

appearances in boys and girls basketball and a school’s first appearance in the
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state title game in football.

Suggs praised the string of athletic successes and said it displays the hard work

and dedication of the faculty, staff, and students. Before being named Principal

of St. Pauls High, he served as the Public Schools of Robeson County District

Athletic Director, Principal of Fairmont High, and assistant principal and teacher at

Lumberton High School.

Mr. Suggs was recognized this morning in Greensboro by the NCHSAA and

Commissioner Que Tucker. Tonight on behalf of the Public Schools of Robeson

County, we would like to say Congratulations to Mr. Jason Suggs! Job well Done!

2. Lumberton FFA Chapter National Award

Dr. Robert Locklear recognized the FFA Chapter National Award along with

Mr. Larry Brooks, Ms. Candace Grimsley, and Ms. Jada Jackson.  National Chapter

Award Program is designed to recognize FFA chapters that actively implement the

mission and strategies of the organization.  These chapters improve chapter operations

using the National Quality chapter standards and a program of activities that emphasize

growth. Chapters are rewarded for providing educational experiences.

Chapters that receive a gold rating by their state FFA associations are eligible to compete

for National FFA 3-star, 2-star, or 1-star ratings. Lumberton FFA ranked GOLD for the

National Chapter Award.  Lumberton FFA was first recognized as the Top Overall Chapter in

the state.  Dr. Robert Locklear said this is a massive accomplishment for the chapter.

3. Grass Cutting Update

Mr. Bobby Locklear, Assistant Superintendent, gave an update on the Grass Cutting, which

runs from March to October 2022. He said he had a conversation with one of the contractors

last week about some details not being met.  Also, the contract is not binding, so once this

contract is up, we will come back to the table and have a conversation and look and see
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how this work needs to be taken care of next school year.  Mr. Craig Lowry said that what

has been expressed to him is when they cut the grass, they would need to be mindful of the

vehicle and the school entrance ways.

Dr. Freddie Williamson said that, as you are aware, this is the first year that we have

contracted grass cutting. We intended to allow our custodians to be available to clean our

buildings.

4. HVAC Update

Mr. Bobby Locklear, Assistant Superintendent, stated that before school ended, he asked

Mr. Earney Hammonds, Maintenance Director, to check with some private HVAC contractors

to come to our school.  Mr. Hammonds contacted two individuals with a current license, and

they are willing to come in and do work at the point since then; one of the individuals has

declined, and the only contract, if I am not mistaken, is Chavis. He is assisting Mr. Earney

Hammonds at this time.   Mr. Locklear said that these individuals would be responsible for

installing those schools that need compressors.

5. Red Springs High School Complex

Mr. Vonta Leach stated we need an update on the Red Springs Complex.  Mr. Leach

mentioned that he heard different numbers about the cost and wanted to know what was

done.  He stated that he was not against the complex but wanted the dollar amount to be

transparent with everyone.

Public Comments

Mr. Doug McBroom commented that he asked for months that the board correct the

minutes from the March Board meeting as a body you refuse to do.  You all have the state

law because I put it out for everyone and state law concerning an official meeting of public

bodies.  March minutes were not accurate.  So maybe, for some reason, you feel like you

do not have to follow the law for some reason.  I do not have to follow the law.  I do not
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know if you do; Mr. McBroom said he would like the board to explain that it’s funny that

every one of you took an oath and just did it tonight, saying you would uphold the state

laws.  This is one of them, so do it, Mr. McBroom stated.  I asked members what they

would do, and the superintendent had done something similar to them.  They all told me he

would not just sit by and do nothing. The board should order the minutes to be corrected

because that is the law and used to reprimand the superintendent for it.    He also stated

that He firmly believes that we should judge people by their character's content, not their

skin color.   I just very strongly suggest you read the policies and the law.

4. ACTION ITEMS

1. Southeastern Charter School Athletics Request

Mr. Jerome presented on behalf of Southeastern Academy, Principal Kristen Stone,

Athletic Director Matt McDaniel, and myself a request to allow Southeastern Academy

to join the Public Schools of Robeson County Middle School Athletic Conference.   We

lost two middle schools when we combined Rowland Middle and Fairgrove Middle to

South Robeson; Townsend Middle School - students moved to South Robeson.

The loss of two middle schools cut down the number of conference games for our

schools.  Adding Southeastern Academy to our conference would mean more games

for our schools and would give us an even number of schools when it comes to

scheduling, which means we would not have a team sitting out on game days while the

other teams are playing.  Southeastern Academy would have volleyball, basketball,

soccer, baseball, and softball teams. Southeastern Academy currently participates in

conference games in Wilmington. That’s why I say it would be a win-win for both of us.

Our teams would play different games, and Southeastern Academy would get to stay in

the county and play rather than traveling to Wilmington.

Mr. Jerome stated that the NCHSAA has allowed high school charter schools to
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participate with our public high schools for several years, which would be no different.

Mr. Jerome Hunt stated he would like to make a recommendation for approval to allow

Southeastern Academy to join the Public Schools of Robeson County Middle School

Athletic Conference.  A motion was made by Mr. William Gentry and seconded by Mr.

Vonta Leach for approval to allow Southeastern Academy to join the Public Schools of

Robeson County middle school Athletic Conference.  Motion carried.

2. 2022-2023 PSRC Testing Calendar

Ms. Cindy Lewis, Director of Testing, presented the 2022-2023 Testing Calendar for

approval.   Dr. Linda Emanuel made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Henry Brewer

for approval of the Testing Calendar.  Motion carried.

3. Monthly Finance Report

Mr. Hugh McIlwain, Assistant Finance Officer, presented the Monthly Finance Report for

approval.  A motion was made by Mr. Craig Lowry and was seconded by

Mr. Henry Brewer for approval of the Monthly Finance Report.  Motion carried.

4. Budget Amendments for 2021-2022

Mr. Hugh McIIwain, Assistant Finance Officer, presented the Budget Amendments for

2021-2022 for approval.  A motion was made by Mr. Craig Lowry and was seconded by

Mr. William Gentry for approval of the Budget Amendments for 2021-2022.  Motion

carried.

CLOSED SESSION

● Certified/Classified Personnel

● Legal Issues

● Closed Session Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Randy Lawson and seconded by Mr. Vonta Leach to approve the

closed session minutes.  Motion carried.
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Mr. Randy Lawson motioned to approve the Personnel Report as amended and seconded it

by Mr. Henry Brewer.  Motion carried.

6. Motion that the Board of Education for the Public Schools of Robeson County go

into a closed session to discuss certified and classified personnel (N.C. Gen. Stat.

§143-318.11 (a) 1 (6), student transfers (N.C. Gen. Stat. §115C-402 and N.C. Gen.

Stat. §143-318.11 (a) (1)), and to consult with the attorney obtained by the Board to

preserve the attorney/client privileges between the attorney and the Board of Education

for the Public School Schools of Robeson County (N.C. Stat.143-318.11 (a) (1) (3).

The Board approved the motion.

7. Motion to come out of closed session.  The Board approved the motion.

8. Motion to approve closed session minutes of June 14, 2022, and June 30, 2022.

9. Motion to adjourn by Mr. Henry Brewer and seconded by Mr. Vonta Leach.

Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Mr. John Simmons, Chairman

Superintendent Freddie Williamson, Secretary
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