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July 21, 2021 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Beginning on Friday, June 11th, Illinois entered Phase 5.  Under these guidelines, capacity 

limits for both indoor and outdoor events were lifted while people who have been fully 

vaccinated were no longer required to wear masks in most environments. 

 

I have been waiting patiently for updated guidance from the CDC, IDPH and ISBE.  Finally, on 

July 9, 2021, the Illinois Department of Public Health adopted the CDC's COVID-19 Prevention 

School Guidance.  Major elements of the updated guidance include: 

 

● Masks should be worn indoors by all individuals (age 2 and older) who are not fully 

vaccinated. 

 

● CDC recommends schools maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between 

students within classrooms, combined with indoor mask wearing by people who are not 

fully vaccinated, to reduce transmission risk. When it is not possible to maintain a 

physical distance of at least 3 feet, such as when schools cannot fully reopen while 

maintaining these distances, it is especially important to layer multiple other prevention 

strategies, such as indoor masking. 

 

● Screening testing, ventilation, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying home 

when sick and getting tested, contact tracing in combination with quarantine and 

isolation, and cleaning and disinfection are also important layers of prevention to keep 

schools safe. 

 

● Many schools serve children under the age of 12 who are not eligible for vaccination at 

this time. Therefore, this guidance emphasizes implementing layered prevention 

strategies (masking, distancing, testing) to protect people who are not fully vaccinated. 

 

In reading the updated guidance, the following words “should” and “recommends” are used 

instead of words like “must”, “shall” and “required’ as in previous guidance.  This has caused  

more debate among all stakeholders.     

 

Then on Saturday, July 10 at 2:51 p.m. the Illinois State Board of Education posted the 

following:   

 

Clarifying Mask Guidance 

The Illinois Department of Public Health has fully adopted the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) updated guidance for schools released on July 9.  
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Q: Is masking required in schools? 

 

A: The CDC guidance that Illinois has fully adopted for all K-12 public and nonpublic 

schools states: "Masks should be worn indoors by all individuals (age 2 and older) who 

are not fully vaccinated. Consistent and correct mask use by people who are not fully 

vaccinated is especially important indoors and in crowded settings, when physical 

distancing cannot be maintained.   

 

"The CDC continues to recommend masking and physical distancing as key prevention 

strategies. However, if school administrators decide to remove any of the prevention 

strategies for their school based on local conditions, they should remove them one at a 

time and monitor closely (with adequate testing through the school and/or community) 

for any increases in COVID-19 cases. Schools should communicate their strategies and 

any changes in plans to teachers, staff, and families, and directly to older students, using 

accessible materials and communication channels, in a language and at a literacy level 

that teachers, staff, students, and families understand. 

 

"Schools should work with local public health officials to determine the prevention 

strategies needed in their area by monitoring levels of community transmission (i.e., low, 

moderate, substantial, or high) and local vaccine coverage, and use of screening testing 

to detect cases in K-12 schools ... A school in a community with substantial or high 

transmission, with a low teacher, staff, or student vaccination rate, and without a 

screening testing program should continue to require masks for people who are not fully 

vaccinated." 

 

CDC/IDPH/ISBE recommend masks should be worn by those who are unvaccinated.  Yet, they 

also recognize local control during Phase 5 as stated: 

 

“Together with local public health officials, school administrators should consider multiple 

factors when they make decisions about implementing layered prevention strategies 

against COVID-19.  Since schools typically serve their surrounding communities, 

decisions should be based on the school population, families, and students served, as 

well as their communities.”   

 

I’m being biased when I say, “The teachers and staff did an exceptional job following the 

mitigation practices (masking, screenings, temperature checks, social distancing to the best 

extent possible and cleaning practices) that were in place for the 2020-2021 school year and 

because of those preventive practices, we kept our staff and students safe and in the 

classroom.”  We had a few times throughout the year when students or a classroom had to be 

quarantined, but we worked with our local health department to identify those in contact and 

quarantined those individuals accordingly.  Yet, we managed, continued to educate those in 

quarantine and in-person.   
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Based on the current conditions in the Gifford and Penfield communities, which has five active 

case as of August 2nd, according to the Champaign County Public Health Department’s website 

and with our students playing baseball and softball all summer long in Illinois and surrounding 

states, with local churches having our students at Bible School and observing our students this 

summer gathering on the playground all summer playing together, I am recommending to the 

board of education the following:   

 

To allow parents the ability to decide if their child will wear a mask at school 

knowing what the CDC/IDPH/ISBE recommends.     

 

As parents, you know and understand the recommendation from the CDC/IDPH/ISBE.  GGS 

administration and board of education will strongly encourage students to wear masks in 

common areas outside of the classroom and we hope parents will encourage this with their child 

as well.  School staff will model support for and encourage students to be supportive of people 

who choose to continue to wear a mask as a personal choice or because of a personal medical 

reason. 

 

We will continue to monitor the health and well being of our students and staff and adjust 

accordingly if needed. If the time arises where the metrics and mandates change for our state, 

community and school, collaboration will then take place with the local health department to 

make necessary changes in order to comply with state and local mandates.  Everyone should 

be prepared to wear masks if our local metrics warrant that need.  Once the metrics become 

favorable, then adjustments will be made according to CDC/IDPH/ISBE recommendations.     

 

In accordance with the Illinois State Superintendent of Schools July 9, 2021 declaration, Gifford 

CCSD #188 will be open fully for in-person learning for all student attendance days for the 2021-

2022 school year.  School will be in session from 8:30 am - 3:10 pm Monday through Friday.  

Remote instruction will only be made available with a doctor’s note and for non-vaccinated or 

vaccine ineligible students who are under quarantine as directed by the local health department 

or the Illinois Department of Public Health.    

 

Gifford CCSD #188 will continue to follow these preventive practices: 

 

● Unless exempt by CDC Order, passengers and drivers must wear a mask on school 

buses (no exception). 

 

● Bus drivers will continue to disinfect their buses daily. 

 

● Temperature checks and screenings will continue prior to entering the classroom. 

 

● Social distancing will be encouraged in all school areas to the greatest extent possible. 
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● Custodians will continue to undergo increased cleaning/sanitizing. 

 

● Students will be issued individual devices (Chromebooks). 

 

● Athletic programs will operate as normal, but make adjustments if needed due to local 

metrics. 

 

● Field trips will resume as normal as long as metrics are favorable in the location of the 

field trip. 

 

● Good hand hygiene will be encouraged each day. 

 

● Contact tracing and collaboration with the local health department when positive cases 

arise. 

 

● Parents must continue to help the district by keeping their child home from school if they 

are sick or exhibiting symptoms and take their child to get tested if symptoms exist. 

 

● BinaxNow Testing (rapid test) will be available to students that come to the office with 

symptoms.  Parents must complete a waiver for their child to receive a rapid test at 

school if they choose.    

 

Gifford CCSD #188 was able to operate in-person last school year because there was a 

mitigation plan and the staff and parents worked together to make it a reality.  We will continue 

to join forces for the 2021-2022 school year and proceed with our mitigation practices to make 

this school year as normal as possible for our students and staff members.   

 

The next school board meeting is July 28, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in the gymnasium.  I encourage 

you to attend if you have comments on the recommendation and school plan for the 2021-2022 

school year. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jay P. Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
GIFFORD 

Consolidated Community School District #188 

406 South Main • P.O. Box 70 • Gifford, IL 61847 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Jay P. Smith, Superintendent/Principal 

217-568-7733 • (fax) 217-568-7228 • smithj@gifford.k12.il.us 

 

 

 


