
 

 

New Berlin CUSD #16  

UPDATE TO THE 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR 
August 4, 2021 

 
Universal Masking  
Today, Illinois Governor JB Pritzker announced masks will be required for students, teachers 
and staff at pre-kindergarten-12th grade students, regardless of vaccination status. The new 
measure is part of the state’s ongoing effort to combat a new surge as the Delta variant rapidly 
spreads. 
 
Today’s announcement differs from the reopening plan our school district recently adopted on 
July 15 making masks optional.   
 
Extracurriculars and Masking 
As for extracurriculars, an update to the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) All-Sports 
Policy will require masks to be worn for all indoor IHSA athletic events regardless of an 
individual’s vaccination status. This mask directive for indoor athletic events applies to student-
athletes, coaches, officials, game personnel, and fans. 

This masking mandate applies to all IHSA fall sport practices and contests that are conducted 
indoors. The masking directive also applies to any winter or spring IHSA sports that may be 
conducting open gyms, general conditioning, or weightlifting indoors. 

In line with CDC guidance, masks are not required for activities outdoors where transmission 
risks and rates are lower.  There are no restrictions to scheduling or spectator limitations as a 
result of today’s announcement, nor are there any changes to the IHSA calendar for any sports.   
 
Antibody Testing – No Longer 
In addition, the Sangamon County Public Health Department has informed the school nurses 
that they will no longer be accepting antibody testing this school year.  With the variants there is 
no way to tell if the person has antibodies to the strain they were exposed to. If a child has had 
COVID in the last 90 days, they do not need to quarantine.   
 
Close Contact Definition - Change 
According to the new CDC close contact definition, classroom students who were within 3 to 6 
feet of the infected student are not treated as close contacts as long as both students were 
engaged in consistent and correct use of a well-fitting masks and other K-12 school prevention 
strategies (such as universal and correct mask use, physical distancing, increased ventilation) 
were in place in the K-12 setting. In other words, only classroom contacts within 3 feet require 
quarantine as long as both the case and the contact were consistently masked. If they were not 
consistently masked, then close contacts are classroom students who were within 6 feet of the 
infected student for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period. 
 
We are committed to not having any disruptions to in-person learning, extracurriculars, and 
activities this school year.  As always, we will continue to keep you updated.  If you have any 
further questions, please e-mail me at jlarson@pretzelpride.com. 
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