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Graduation Requirements ~ Diploma Options

Students Who Entered Grade 9 in the 2014-2015 School Year and Thereafter

Subject Area 26-Cref.|it ) Merit. ) ) Schola‘r )
Standard Diploma Diploma Designation Diploma Designation
4 Credits 4 Credits 4 Credits
e ELAL I, 1N, IV e ELAL I, 1N, IV o ELAIL I, 1IN, IV

English Language Arts

e ELA Honors, AP, AICE, IB and
dual enrollment courses may
satisfy this requirement

e ELA Honors, AP, AICE, IB and
dual enrollment courses may
satisfy this requirement

e ELA Honors, AP, AICE, IB and
dual enrollment courses may
satisfy this requirement

4 Credits 4 Credits 4 Credits
Must include: Must include: Must include:
e Algebral e Algebral e Algebral
Mathematics e Geometry e Geometry e Geometry
e Algebrall
o Statistics or equally rigorous
mathematics course
3 Credits 3 Credits 3 Credits
e Must include Biology | and two | e Must include Biology | and two | Must Include:

Science

equally rigorous science
courses

Two of the three required
credits must include a lab
component

equally rigorous science
courses

Two of the three required
credits must include a lab
component

e Biology |

o Chemistry or Physics

e A course equally rigorous to
Chemistry or Physics

o Two of the three required
credits must include a lab
component

Social Studies

3 Credits

3 Credits

3 Credits

1 credit World History
1 credit U.S. History
.5 credit U.S. Gov't

e .5 credit Economics

1 credit World History
1 credit U.S. History
.5 credit U.S. Gov't

e .5 credit Economics

1 credit World History
1 credit U.S. History
.5 credit U.S. Gov't

.5 credit Economics

. . 2 Credits

World Language Not Required Not Required I 2 et e L e
Fine Arts/Practical Arts 1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit
1 Credit 1 Credit 1 Credit

Physical Education

To include integration of health

To include integration of health

To include integration of health

1 Credit (not required for dual
enrollment students)

1 Credit (not required for dual
enrollment students)

1 Credit (not required for dual
enrollment students)

*Reading *Intensive Reading for students *Intensive Reading for students *Intensive Reading for students
scoring Level 1 or 2 on ELA FSA scoring Level 1 or 2 on ELA FSA scoring Level 1 or 2 on ELA FSA
Electives 9 Credits 9 Credits 7 Credits
TOTAL 26 Credits 26 Credits 26 Credits

State Assessment Requirements

Must PASS the following:

e Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT
concordant score)

e Algebra 1 EOC (or a
comparative score on the
P.E.R.T.)

Must participate in the following

and the results constitute 30% of

the final course grade:

e Algebra 1 EOC

e Biology 1 EOC

e Geometry EOC

e U.S. History EOC

Must PASS the following:

e Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT
concordant score)

e Algebra 1 EOC (or a
comparative score on the
P.E.R.T.)

Must participate in the following

and the results constitute 30% of

the final course grade:

Algebra 1 EOC

Biology 1 EOC

Geometry EOC

U.S. History EOC

Must PASS the following:
e Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT
concordant score)

Must PASS the following and the
results constitute 30% of the
final course grade:

e Algebra 1 EOC

e Geometry EOC

e Biology 1 EOC

e U.S. History EOC

Other Requirements

e 1 Online Course

1 Online Course
Attain one or more industry
certifications

e 1 Online Course
e Earn at least 1 credit in AP, IB,
AICE or dual enrollment course

Grade Point Average

2.0 0n a 4.0 Scale

2.0 0n a 4.0 Scale

2.0 0n a 4.0 Scale




18-Credit Graduation Option

ACCEL Diploma ~ Course Requirements

GPA Requirement: 2.0 minimum (unweighted)

What is the difference between the 18-Credit ACCEL option and the 26-credit

option?

e 2 elective credits instead of 9
e Physical Education is NOT required
e Online course is NOT required

English Language Arts

4 Credits

Required Assessments

oELAILIL I, IV

e ELA Honors, AP, AICE, IB and
dual enrollment courses may
satisfy this requirement

Mathematics

4 Credits

Must Include:
e Algebra |
e Geometry

Science

3 Credits

e Must include Biology | and two
equally rigorous science
courses

e Two of the three required
credits must include a lab
component

Social Studies

3 Credits

e 1 credit World History
e 1 credit U.S. History

e .5 credit U.S. Gov't

¢ .5 credit Economics

Fine Arts, Performing Arts or
Practical Arts

1 Credit

1 Credit

*Requirement waived if student

*Readin .
& was enrolled in dual enrollment
courses as a 9™ grader.
Electives 2 Credits
Total 18 Credits

Students must pass the

following assessments

(achievement level 3 or

higher):

eGrade 10 ELAFSA or a
concordant score

e Algebra 1 EOCora
comparative score

Students must participate in
the following state
assessments; the results count
30% of the final course grade:
e Biology 1

e Geometry

o U.S. History




Virtual School

Florida Virtual School — www.flvs.net

Florida Virtual School (FLVS) provides online options for students, parents, school districts and
schools. Through FLVS, parents and students have expanded access to courses, and school
districts are able to provide additional course and acceleration opportunities for their students.
In addition, the Florida School Code establishes FLVS as an educational choice and acceleration
option for parents and students.

Students have many reasons for choosing FLVS including:

e Scheduling conflicts
e Medical reasons

e Grade forgiveness
e Acceleration

e Course variety

e Course availability

Courses taken through FLVS will become part of the student’s transcript. See your guidance
counselor for more information on enrollment in FLVS classes.

Gilchrist Virtual School - http://www2.nefec.org/virtual/

Gilchrist County students have access to virtual school courses through the Gilchrist Virtual
Franchise. Students enrolled in Gilchrist Virtual must enroll in courses at the beginning of each
term and complete the course by the end of the term. Students enrolled in Gilchrist Virtual are
on the same calendar as students at each school campus. Gilchrist Virtual students must begin
and complete their courses on the same time schedule as Gilchrist District Schools. See your
guidance counselor for information on how to enroll in these courses.


http://www.flvs.net/
http://www2.nefec.org/virtual/

College Entrance Exams

When should | take the ACT or the SAT?
You may take a college entrance exam early in your high school career, but minimally, it’s
recommended that students take the ACT or the SAT during the spring of their junior year and a

second time during the fall of their senior year.

ACT (American College Test)

Register online: www.actstudent.org

The ACT is a standardized test that measures a student's skills in five core areas: English, Math,
Reading, Science, and Writing (optional).

The ACT is composed of four multiple-choice sections-English, Math, Reading, and Science, and
one optional essay section. Total testing time is 2 hours and 55 minutes for the ACT without

Writing and 3 hours and 35 minutes for the ACT with Writing.

SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test)

Register online: https://sat.collegeboard.org

The SAT is a reasoning test that measures the critical thinking skills needed for academic
success in college. The SAT assesses how well a student analyzes and solves problems.

The test takes 3 hours (plus 50 minutes for the optional essay), and the components of the test
include:

1. Evidence-Based Reading and Writing
e Reading Test
e Writing and Language Test

2. Math

3. Essay (optional)

SAT Test Dates ACT Test Dates
August 25, 2018 March 9, 2019 September 8, 2018 February 9, 2019
October 6, 2018 May 4, 2019 October 27, 2018 April 13, 2019
November 3, 2018 June 1, 2019 December 8, 2018 June 8, 2019
December 1, 2018 July 13, 2019



http://www.actstudent.org/
https://sat.collegeboard.org/

College Placement Test

The Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) is Florida's customized common
placement test. The purpose of the P.E.R.T. is to determine accurate course placement based
on the student's skills and abilities. The P.E.R.T. is aligned with the Postsecondary Readiness
Competencies identified by Florida faculty as necessary for success in entry-level college credit
coursework. The P.E.R.T. assessment system includes Placement and Diagnostic tests in
mathematics, reading and writing.

The (P.E.R.T.) Placement is administered to students in public high schools and Florida College
System institutions to determine readiness for Intermediate Algebra, MAT 1033, and Freshman
Composition |, ENC 1101. The P.E.R.T. assessment is a computer adaptive test (C.A.T.) with 25
operational items that will be the basis of the student's placement score and five (5) field test
items which are designed to continuously enhance the operational test bank.

The scaled scores on the P.E.R.T. range from 50-150. The current score ranges for the P.E.R.T.
are:

MATHEMATICS

Lower Level Developmental Education Scores of 50-95
Higher Level Developmental Education Scores of 96-113
Intermediate Algebra (MAT 1033) Scores of ¥114-122
College Algebra or Higher Scores of 123-150
*114 is the college-ready cut score for mathematics.

Reading
Lower Level Developmental Education Scores of 50-83
Higher Level Developmental Education Scores of 84-105
Freshman Comp. (ENC 1101) Scores of ¥106-150
*106 is the college-ready cut score for reading.

Writing
Lower Level Developmental Education Scores of 50-89
Higher Level Developmental Education Scores of 90-102
Freshman Comp. (ENC 1101) Scores of ¥103-150

*103 is the college-ready cut score for writing.




Dual Enrollment

Dual enrollment classes provide the opportunity for qualified high school students to fulfill high school
graduation requirements while earning college credits, at no cost to the students or their families!

Dual enrollment classes are offered at your high school campus, online, and on the main campus of Florida
Gateway College.

How do I initially apply for dual enroliment?

Students interested in registering for a dual enrollment class for the first time must apply through their high
school guidance department. Students must also complete a Florida Gateway College (FGC) dual enrollment
application and submit it by the designated deadline.

Who is eligible for dual enrollment courses?
Students must meet the following eligibility criteria:
e Have a minimum 3.0 unweighted high school GPA
e Achieve minimum scores on a placement test as indicated below:

Exam Type Sub-test Minimum Score
English 17
ACT Reading 19 :
Math 19 — Intermediate Algebra
21— College Algebra
English 26
SAT Reading 25 .
Math 24 — Intermediate Algebra
26.5 — College Algebra
Writing 103
PERT. Reading 106 '
Math 114 - Intermediate Algebra
123 — College Algebra

What about 9*" Grade students?

Students in 9" grade requesting dual enroliment classes must have earned credit in at least one high school
course, and have a high school GPA of 3.0 or higher. Approval is based on cumulative GPA, placement test
scores, and state assessment scores. All approved students take SLS 1501, “College Experience”, as their first
dual enrollment class. In order to register for spring courses, dual enrollment cut scores (ACT/PERT/SAT) must
be obtained prior to the December administration of the ACT/SAT. Students receiving scores over the summer
should provide a copy of the scores to their guidance counselor.

Important Facts:
e Admission into Associate Degree or certificate programs is not automatic
o All dual enrollment courses become part of the student’s high school transcript and college transcript
e Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA in high school courses to remain eligible for dual enroliment



Bright Futures Scholarship

What is it?

The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program establishes three lottery-funded scholarships to reward
Florida high school graduates for high academic achievement.

Check your eligibility: https://www.floridashines.org/go-to-college/pay-for-college

How and when do | apply?

Students must apply for the scholarship by submitting the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA)
beginning December 1 of their senior year and by no later than August 31 after high school graduation.
All eligibility requirements must be met by high school graduation, but scores of ACT/SAT/PERT tests
taken through June 30 are accepted.

What are the specific requirements for the scholarships?

General Requirements

* Be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen, as determined by the student's
postsecondary institution.

e Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) no later than August 31 after high school
graduation.

¢ Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its equivalent from a Florida public high school or a
registered Florida Department of Education (FDOE) private high school; or complete a home education
program.

* Not have been found guilty of, or pled nolo contendere to, a felony charge, unless the student has
been granted clemency by the Governor and Cabinet sitting as the Executive Office of Clemency.

* Be accepted by and enroll in a degree or certificate program at an eligible Florida public or
independent postsecondary institution.

¢ Be enrolled for at least 6 non-remedial semester credit hours (or the equivalent in quarter or clock
hours) per term.

¢ If not funded in the academic year immediately following high school graduation, apply within two
years of high school graduation to have your award reinstated.


https://www.floridashines.org/go-to-college/pay-for-college

Bright Futures Scholarship

(1) Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) and (2) Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS)

College Entrance Exams
Weighted Service (minimum score on either

GPA Hours test)
ACT SAT

Type High School Course Credit

4 — English (w/substantial writing)
FAS 350 100 29 1290 4 — Mathematics (at or above Alg. 1)
3 — Natural Science (2 must have labs)
3 —Social Science

2 — World Language (same language)
FMS 3.00 75 26 1170

(3) Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)
The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award can only be used to fund a career education or certificate
program.

e Meet the general requirements for Bright Futures

e Achieve a minimum 3.0 GPA in non-elective high school courses

o Take at least 3 full credits in a single Career and Technical Education Program

e Achieve a minimum 3.5 unweighted GPA in the career education courses

e Complete 30 service hours

e Achieve the required minimum score on the ACT, SAT or P.E.R.T. as indicated in the table below:

Exam Type Sub-test Required Score

English 17
ACT Reading 19
Math 19

SAT Critical Reading 440

(prior to March 1, 2016) Math 440
Reading Test 24
SAT Writing & Language Test 25

(March 1, 2016 & thereafter)

Math Test 24

Reading 106

P.E.R.T. Writing 103

Math 114

(4) Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)
The Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars award (GSC) can only be used to fund a career education or certificate
program. Upon completion of an Associate in Science degree program that articulates to a Bachelor of Science
degree, a GSC Scholar may also receive an award for a maximum of 60 credit hours toward a bachelor of science
degree program.

e Earn a minimum of 5 postsecondary credit hours through CAPE industry certifications which articulate for

college credit; and
e Complete 30 service hours




Course Sequence

9th Grade 10t Grade
English English 1 English English 2
Math Algebra 1 or Algebra 1A & 1B or Geometry Math Geometry or Algebra 2
Science Earth Space Science or Biology Science Biology or Chemistry
Social Studies | N/A Social Studies | World History
Reading Reading 1, Intensive Reading, or Dual
Enrollment

11* Grade
English English 3 or Freshman Composition |
Math Alg. 2, Liberal Arts Math, Intermediate Alg., College Alg., Trig., or Analysis of Functions
Science Physical Science, Chemistry, AP Environmental Science, *Ag Foundations, or *Ag Biotech
Social Studies U.S. History

12th Grade
English English 4 or Freshman Composition
Math Alg. 2, Liberal Arts Math, Intermediate Alg., College Alg., Trig., Math Analysis, Analysis of

Functions, Math for College Readiness, or AP Statistics

Science Chemistry, Physical Science, AP Environmental Science, *Ag Foundations, or *Ag Biotech
Social Studies U.S. Government & Economics with Financial Literacy

*Ag Foundations and Ag Biotech 3 can count as equally rigorous science credits. However, NCAA does NOT
recognize either of these courses as a science credit if an athlete goes to a Division | school. In addition, some
out-of-state colleges do not recognize them as science credits.




Career and Technical Education

CAREER TECH — Career Tech courses are to be taken in sequence, and a student must earn credit in three
sequenced courses in order to be a concentrator (*Criminal Justice requires all 4 courses). These are not stand
alone courses nor are students to be enrolled in two courses at the same time.

ACADEMY PROGRAM COURSES SCHOOL
Bldg. Construction Tech 1
Construction Bldg. Construction Tech 2 THS

Bldg. Construction Tech 3

Applied Engineering Tech 1
Construction & Engineering Applied Engineering Tech 2 THS & BHS
Engineering Applied Engineering Tech 3

Drafting 1
Drafting 2
Drafting 3
Drafting 4

Drafting THS

Medical Skills & Services (Prerequisite)

(1) Health Science Anatomy & Physiology

(2) Health Science Foundations

(3) Nursing Assistant 3

Medical Skills & Services (Prerequisite)

Health Related . (1) Health Science Anatomy & Physiology
Professions Emergency Medical Responder (2) Health Science Foundations

(3) Emergency Medical Responder 3

Medical Skills & Services (Prerequisite)

(1) Health Science Anatomy & Physiology

(2) Health Science Foundations

(3) Allied Health Assisting 3

Nursing Assistant: Acute & Long-Term

BHS

Allied Health Assisting

Agriscience Foundations 1
Agritechnology Agritechnology 1 THS & BHS
Agritechnology 2

Agriscience Foundations 1
Agriculture Biotechnology Agriculture Biotechnology 2 THS
Agriculture Biotechnology 3

Agriscience and
Natural Resources

Agriscience Foundations 1
Technical Agriculture Operations Technical Ag Operations 2 BHS
Technical Ag Operations 3

Digital Information Technology
Administrative Office Technology 1

i Administrative Assistant BHS
Business Technology ministrative Assistan Business Software Applications 1
Digital Design 1
Digital Information Technology
Information Web Technologies
Applied Information Technolo THS
Technology (IT) PP &y IT Systems and Applications
Multimedia Technologies
Criminal Justice Operations 1
. . . . . Criminal Justice Operations 2
Criminal Justice *Criminal Justice Operations P BHS

Criminal Justice Operations 3
Criminal Justice Operations 4

10




Talented Twenty Program

The Talented Twenty program is part of the Governor’s Equity in Education Plan. The purpose is
to guarantee admission to students who succeed in their respective K-12 public schools, and to
encourage students to strive for better grades and pursue rigorous academic courses. Students
eligible for the Talented Twenty program are guaranteed admission, within space and fiscal
limitations, to one of the eleven state universities. These students are considered a priority for
the awarding of funds from the Florida Student Assistance Grant (FSAG), a need-based grant.
Talented Twenty students must meet FSAG eligibility requirements in order to be eligible for
priority funding. Please note that while eligible students are guaranteed admission at one of
the state universities, they are not guaranteed admission to the university of their choice.

In order to be eligible for the Talented 20 Program, a student must:

e Graduate from a Florida public high school with a standard diploma

e Be ranked in the top 20% of his/her high school graduating class after the posting of the
7t semester grades

e Take the ACT or SAT (no minimum score is required)

e Complete the required academic units listed in the table below:

4 Credits (three of which must have included
substantial writing requirements)
Mathematics 4 Credits (at or above the Algebra 1 level)

3 Credits (two of which must have included
substantial laboratory requirements)

3 Credits (to include anthropology, history,

English/Language Arts

Natural Science

Social Science civics, political science, economics, sociology,
psychology, and/or geography).

Foreign Language 2 Credits (in the same language)

Additional Academic Credits 2 Credits (See your guidance Counselor)

11



NCAA Requirements

NCAA: www.eligibilitycenter.org

If you want to play sports at an NCAA Division | or Il school, start by registering for a
Certification Account with the NCAA Eligibility Center at www.eligibilitycenter.org If you want
to play Division Ill sports or you aren’t sure where you want to compete, start by creating a
Profile Page at the NCAA Eligibility Center.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

To play sports at a Division | or Il school, you must graduate from high school, complete 16
NCAA-approved core courses, earn a minimum GPA, and earn an ACT or SAT score that matches
your core-course GPA.

CORE COURSES
Visit eligibilitycenter.org/courselist for a full list of your high school’s approved core courses.
This simple formula will help you meet Division | and Il core-course requirements:

4x4=16

e 4 English courses (one per year)

e 4 math courses (one per year)

e 4 science courses (one per year)

e 4 social science courses (one per year)

=16 NCAA CORE COURSES

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE

The NCAA Eligibility Center calculates your grade-point average (GPA) based on the grades you
earn in NCAA-approved core courses.

e Division | requires a minimum 2.3 GPA

e Division Il requires a minimum 2.2 GPA

TEST SCORES

Take the ACT or SAT as many times as you want, but remember to list the NCAA Eligibility
Center (code 9999) as a score recipient whenever you register to take a test. If you take a test
more than once, send all your scores and NCAA will choose the best scores from each test
section to create your sum score. They accept official scores only from the ACT or SAT, and
won’t use scores shown on your high school transcript. Remember to apply the College Board
concordance table for SAT tests taken in March 2016 and after.

SLIDING SCALE

Divisions | and Il use sliding scales to match test scores and GPAs to determine eligibility. The
sliding scale balances your test score with your GPA. If you have a low test score, you need a
higher GPA to be eligible. Find more information about sliding scales at
ncaa.org/playcollegesports

12


http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/

Valedictorian & Salutatorian

Valedictorian - the student having the highest numeric GPA in the graduating class who delivers
the valedictory speech at the graduation ceremony.

Salutatorian - the student with the second highest numeric GPA in the graduating class who
delivers the salutation speech at the graduation ceremony.

Who is eligible to be Valedictorian and Salutatorian?

To be considered for Valedictorian or Salutatorian, a student must be a member of the high
school graduating class, and he/she must have completed at least three of his/her high school
years in the Gilchrist County School District. In addition, the student must complete his/her
final high school year at the awarding school.

How is the grade point average (GPA) tabulated to determine Valedictorian and Salutatorian?
Grade point averages for valedictorian and salutatorian shall be computed numerically by an
automated Skyward calculation. The actual number grades a student earns at the end of each
semester are used in the numeric calculation. Grade point averages shall be computed using
numeric grades for all credit earning courses through the final posting of the 7t semester
(December of senior year) grades or 5" semester grades in the case of students graduating with
an 18 credit ACCEL diploma.

Are all courses weighted equally?

No. Honors courses, Advanced Placement courses, and Dual Enrollment courses are more
heavily weighted. When tabulating grade point averages for Valedictorian and Salutatorian, 7
points are added to the numeric grade of each Honors, A.P., and Dual Enrollment course.

When are the Valedictorian and Salutatorian announced?

Once the Valedictorian and Salutatorian have been determined, the announcement to students
and press shall be kept confidential until no later than 4 weeks after the final posting of 7
semester grades in January. The principal or principal’s designee will provide an approved
guestionnaire to the valedictorian and salutatorian to compile information for the press
release, which will include the student’s numerical grade point average.

13


http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/valedictory

Helptul Info

Looking for information on colleges, careers, or just want to track your progress in school?

Check out Florida Virtual Campus: https://www.floridashines.org/

Florida Virtual Campus is Florida’s official online student advising system. High school students,

college students, parents, and even guidance counselors can use the services provided on this website

to help plan and track educational progress in Florida. Florida Virtual Campus is provided by the

Florida Department of Education to help students make informed choices about their education.

With Florida Virtual Campus you can:

e Determine career objectives

e Evaluate high school progress

e See high school course summary and grades

e Learn about higher education opportunities in Florida

e Apply to college online

e Choose a major

e Access college transcripts and grades

Important Website Addresses:

Florida
Financial Aid
Application
(FFAA)

https://www.FloridaStudentFinancialAidsg.org/ua/sawstua_uaform.asp

High School
Graduation
Requirements

https://www.fldoe.org/bii/studentpro/grad-require.asp

ACT

http://www.actstudent.org/

SAT https://sat.collegeboard.org/home

P.E.R.T. http://www.fldoe.org/fcs/pert.asp

State

University

System http://www.flbog.edu/documents_regulations/regulations/6%20002_finalversion.pdf
admission

requirements

Florida Bright

Futures http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/
Scholarship
NCAA www.eligibilitycenter.org

14



https://www.floridashines.org/
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/ua/sawstua_uaform.asp
https://www.fldoe.org/bii/studentpro/grad-require.asp
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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