
A Pre-K through 12 School District
located in Utica, Nebraska

All students under one roof!

Dear Centennial Students, Families and Patrons, 

We hope you have been enjoying your summer break. We are very excited to welcome you all back to school for the 2021-2022
school year. It is going to be a fantastic school year, and we cannot wait to get started working together with all of you. Our
teaching staff has been working all summer preparing curriculum, attending trainings, and making plans to engage our
students for this next school year. 

Our mission at Centennial Schools is to empower, challenge, and support every student, every day. We are committed to this
mission, and we are working to develop and improve as educators to accomplish it. We will continue to have professional
learning communities and professional development on early Friday dismissals. This helps our teachers and staff focus on
improvement of instruction and curriculum, so we can better serve our students. 

We are excited about the new opportunities we are going to provide to students as we implement, and continue to develop our
career education classes. These will give our students hands-on experience as they acquire skills. These skills will help them be
more successful after they graduate from Centennial High School. This is a great opportunity for our students that is not offered
in many school districts in the state of Nebraska. These unique learning opportunities are a part of what makes Centennial such a
great place to learn. 

Our Elementary School will continue to be a leader in the implementation of positive behavior interventions and supports. This
program has brought about fantastic results in improving student and teacher outcomes in our classrooms. The teachers have
also been diligently reviewing and revising curriculum to ensure that all required content is being taught in our school.
Elementary classrooms and hallways will have a fresh look this fall, as there is new carpet, and some new lighting being installed.
Our fantastic custodial crew has been assisting with this process, painting, and cleaning the whole building. We appreciate all of
their efforts. 

Students have been busy in the building throughout the summer preparing for this next school year. There has been a weeklong
science camp for our younger students. We are also excited to start our Jumpstart summer school program in the coming weeks
to ready these students for the school year. Students have been in the weight room pushing themselves to improve. There have
been countless team camps, league games, and individual skills camps that students have attended to develop their skills in all
of our activities. The work ethic our students have learned from their parents, coaches and communities has shown this summer.
This work ethic will benefit them this year and in the future.

We sincerely believe that Centennial is one of the best schools in the state. The school is the perfect size to allow for the
development of productive relationships between the school staff, parents and students. Students at Centennial will have adults
that know them as individuals, care about them, and will push them to become the best they are capable of becoming. Having
said that, as a school, we will continue to work to improve instruction, culture, curriculum, relationships, and intervention
strategies to better serve our communities and students. 

My family and I feel very blessed to have the opportunity to join this incredible school district. We hope to serve the students,
parents, staff, board, and communities to the best of our abilities. I look forward to serving you all in the coming school year!

Have a great rest of your summer!

Seth Ford
Superintendent
Centennial Public School
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Centennial is in the process of hiring a
new Elementary Secretary

and a new JH Wrestling Coach 

PARAPROFESSIONALS
Shelbi Clonce

(HS Asst. Volleyball Coach)
Sarah LeDoux

Erin Pavlish
Morgan Payne

 

My wife, Keshia, and I are both originally from Bertrand; a town of about 750 people in south-central Nebraska. We have three children:
Owen, Grant, and Leah. We both love living and raising a family in small towns. I obtained my undergraduate degree from UNK. After
completing my degree, I started my teaching career in Pawnee City. It was a great school and community. We loved our time spent
there. I then took a job teaching in the middle school in Cozad. This too was a great experience, and I had the opportunity to work with
amazing students and staff members. 

I accepted a job as Principal/Activities Director of South Platte High School in 2015. We enjoyed our time living and working in the
communities of Big Springs and Brule. We have met amazing people across the state, and have built many strong relationships in
every town we have been a part of in our career. It has truly been a blessing. 

We could not be more excited to start working for the people of the Centennial School District. This school is one of the best in the
state, and the people here have the drive and motivation to make it even better. I would describe myself as a student-focused, servant
leader. I am driven to help students reach their full potential. I believe this is done by: building positive relationships and culture,
challenging students and staff to pursue productive discomfort, developing a growth mindset, establishing effective habits that align
with goals, and taking ownership of our outcomes. 

We are going to make it a great school year!
Seth Ford

Hello, Centennial School Families and Patrons!

I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself to you in this first back-to-school
newsletter. I started as the new Superintendent on July 1st, 2021. I had the opportunity to
work with Dr. Moon, and the building Principals, throughout the month of June. It has
been a very productive summer. Centennial has had excellent leadership this past year,
and we are going to continue to improve the school for our students and families. 

 

DREW RODINE
7th/8th Grade Math

7th Grade P.E.
6th/7th Grade Coding/Robotics

HS Asst. Football Coach

RYAN JANSEN
K, 3-12 Music

Show Choir
Choir

Musical

CHELSEA
ROBINSON

K-4 Elementary
Special Education

Curtis Saunders - HS Track
Si Fortner - Maintenance Technician

Adrianne Heater - Lead Custodian/Bus Driver
Tori Homolka - HS Asst. Softball

Dani Allen - Kitchen



Leo Everett Ostmeyer

May

4th

Mom & Dad:

Todd and Sarah

Ostmeyer

Brevin James BarjenbruchApril 16th

Mom & Dad:Craig and Jordan BarjenbruchOtto Boggs Klanecky

May 11th

Mom & Dad:

Evan and Nikki Klanecky
 

Be sure to update 
your student(s)
information on

Final Forms!

Link:
https://centennial-ne.finalforms.com/
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https://centennial-ne.finalforms.com/


Mr. Fish will be in the high school office the
following times for schedules changes and
to register new students. Students should
receive their schedules in the mail by
Monday 8/2. Students can also call me in
the high school office during these hours if
they need to adjust their schedule as well.  

Monday 8/2 (9-12 & 1-2:30)
Tuesday 8/3 (9-12 & 1-2:30)

Wednesday 8/4 (1-3)
Thursday 8/5 (9-12 & 1-2:30)

Friday 8/6 (9-12)
 

Schedule Changes
New Student Registration

Letter from Centennial Transportation

Safety is our #1 priority for transporting all students to and from school and activities.  Student drop-off
and pick-up is on the west side of the school.  Buses unload and load on the east side of the school. 
 Preschool drop-off and pick-up is always on the west side of school.  If your student(s) needs to be
picked up or dropped off during school hours, this should be done at the main east entrance (door #1).

All the drivers will be contacting you either Tuesday or Wednesday prior to the first day of school on
your pick-up times for your children. As before, we would like your children to be at the bus stop 5
minutes early and make sure they are standing back from the street at a safe distance`. If the drivers
are early they will not leave till the designated time. When the weather conditions change, if it be fog,
rain, muddy roads or snowing, the drivers may be running a few minutes late. 

We will be assigning seats for all students again this year. This worked out really well for loading and
unloading. If your child is not riding the bus in the morning please call 402-534-4711 by 7:00 am so I can
let the drivers know. Any no rides after school please call the elementary or high school office by 2:45
pm. 

Preschool morning pickups call by 7:00 am and noon routes please call by 11:00 at 402-534-4711 with
any changes in pickup or drop offs, after school preschool busing changes please call the elementary
office.

As of now, plans for bus stops will be the same as last year. Drivers will let you know of any changes
when they contact you with the pickup times. If you have any questions, feel free to call the bus barn
402-534-4711, if no answer, please leave a message!

Mike Wright,
Transportation Supervisor



To sign up for a free haircut go to:
https://signup.com/go/gpvqdXk



   School Bond

  Refinance Update

Throughout the years, the Centennial Board of Education has explored
opportunities to refinance School Bonds to save the local taxpayers money.
This spring, the Board had the opportunity to refinance the 2017 bonds and
it was highly successful. In early July, the 2017 bonds were refinanced saving
local property tax payers $171,085. This savings will take place over the
remainder of the bond. Since April of 2009, the Board of Education has been
able to refinance multiple bonds multiple times resulting in a savings of
$860,290 to local property taxpayers of our school district.



Centennial School Board 
Update on State Health Curriculum

As many of you know already, the State Board of Education was considering
adoption of new Health Standards. These proposed standards were
controversial. They dealt with many sensitive topics that many Nebraskans
feel would be better left to families to discuss with their children. These
proposed standards have generated a significant amount of negative
feedback for the Commissioner of Education, as well as the State Board of
Education. 

These Standards are currently being revised by the State Board of Education,
and are not being proposed or adopted by schools in the state at this time. It
is also important to note that if the State of Nebraska does implement new
health standards that our Board of Education does not agree with, we would
not be required to adopt them. Statewide Health Standards are not required
to be adopted by Nebraska schools. Thankfully, we have local control over
this curriculum area. 

The Centennial Board of Education respects the rights of families to instruct
their children in a way they deem appropriate for these sensitive topics. If
Standards are proposed in the future that do not conform to the values of
our communities, then these standards will not be adopted in our schools. If
you have any questions or concerns about this topic, please feel free to
contact the administration of Centennial Schools. 

Centennial

Centennial

Centennial

Booster Club

Booster Club

Booster Club

Would you like to join the other

businesses that advertise on

Centennial's awesome video boards?

For this great opportunity, contact

Tena Ehlers at (402) 366-5129,

Nancy Richters at (402) 641-6333 or

Shawn Fowler (402) 363-1575

 Go Big Blue!
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  Upcoming Important Dates

August 10th - Back to School Night

August 12th  - First Day of School - 1:30 Dismissal

August 17th - 7th-12th Fall Sports Parents Meeting
& Booster Club Meeting
(due to the Softball Jamboree on August 16th,
this is a Tuesday, not a Monday)

August 23rd - FFA Burger Bash

September 2nd - School Picture Day

September 6th - Homecoming Bonfire

September 10th - Homecoming / Lions Club Burger Bash

 
 
 


