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Reference Documents

▪ Resolution Supporting In-Person Learning for SY 2021-22: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Board-
Resolution-Webinar-Deck.pdf

▪ Resolution Supporting In-Person Learning Q&A: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Resolution-QA.pdf

▪ Home Hospital Q&A: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Home-
Hospital_QA.pdf#search=home%20hospital

▪ COVID-19 Testing in Schools FAQ: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/COVID-Testing-Schools-FAQ.pdf

▪ Interim Guidance on Testing for COVID-19 in Community Settings and Schools: 
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/School_Guidance_Rapid_POC_Testing20200610.pdf

▪ SHIELD Illinois Saliva Test: https://www.uillinois.edu/shield

▪ Interim Public Health Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html

▪ Illinois Fully Aligns with New CDC Masking Recommendations: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/news/illinois-
fully-aligns-new-cdc-masking-recommendations
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Guidance Used for Making Decisions

Illinois Adopts CDC Guidance for Schools

▪ “Our goal is to protect the health of students, teachers, and staff so that in-person 
learning can resume as safely as possible… The CDC is right: vaccination is the best 
preventative strategy.  As school board members, parents, teachers, and superintendents 
plan for a return to in-person learning in the fall, we strongly encourage those who are 
not vaccinated to continue to mask.”
– Dr. Ngozi Ezike,  IDPH Director (July 9,2021 Source: dph.illinois.gov/news/) 

▪ Rockdale School District 84 continues to follow local, state, and federal guidance. The 
district does not make independent COVID-19 health decisions and requirements. 
Specifically, the district utilizes information from the following sources when making 
decisions:
– Illinois Department of Public Health
– Will County Health Department
– Illinois State Board of Education
– Illinois Elementary School Association (for athletics)
– Center for Disease Control



Guidance Used for Making Decisions – Cont. 

▪ The District will continue to follow the guidance from IDPH, ISBE, and local health 
departments for the following topics: 
– Mask/Face Covering requirements 

– Remote Learning requirements 

– Seating and social distancing (classroom and the bus) 

– Contact tracing, quarantine/isolation 

– COVID-19 testing 

– COVID-19 vaccination recommendations

▪ IDPH and ISBE provided updated guidance for 2021-22 school year July 9, 2021 
and July 27, 2021.

▪ Will County Health Department provided updated guidance for the 20210-2022 
school year on July 21, 2021 and July 27,2021.



Instructional Model for Fall 2021

▪ Beginning with the 2021-2022 school year, Rockdale School District will resume 
fully in- person learning for all student attendance days.  

▪ School hours will follow the regular school day hours, 8:50 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

▪ The district will resume a traditional full day schedule, including lunch, on all regular 
student attendance days. 

▪ Remote learning will only be offered on limited circumstances as defined by ISBE.

▪ Per the most updated guidance, 3 feet social distancing will be in place throughout 
the building, unless it is not feasible to allow for the return to full  in-person 
learning. 

▪ Multiple mitigation strategies will be in place per the most updated guidance: mask 
wearing, social distancing, cleaning and disinfecting, COVID-19 test screening. 



Layered Prevention Strategies

• Many schools serve children under the age of 12 who are not eligible for 
vaccination at this time. Therefore, this guidance emphasizes 
implementing layered prevention strategies (e.g., using multiple 
prevention strategies together consistently) to protect people who are 
not fully vaccinated, including students, teachers, staff, and other 
members of their households

• The goal for Rockdale School is to utilize the guidance provided to try 
and keep its school environment as safe as possible for a return to in-
person learning. 



Wearing of Masks – Recommended for All

▪ In line with the updated CDC guidance from July 27, 2021, the Illinois Department of 
Public Health and Will County Health Department strongly encourage the use of 
masks in schools for all individuals age 2 and older. 

– “The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) announced today it is fully 
adopting updated Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) masking 
recommendations to protect against COVID-19 and the Delta variant. CDC 
recommends that everyone, including fully vaccinated individuals, wear a mask 
in public indoor setting in areas with substantial and high transmission. CDC is 
also recommending universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, 
and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.” (IDPH-7/27/21)



CDC Guidance for Schools

PREVENTIONS & MITIGATIONS
• Screening testing, ventilation, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying 

home when sick and getting tested, contact tracing in combination with 
quarantine and isolation, and cleaning and disinfection are important layers of 
prevention to keep schools safe.

ILLNESS
• Students, teachers, and staff should stay home when they have signs of any 

infectious illness and be referred to their healthcare provider for testing and care.



When Must Remote Learning be Provided?
▪ Below is the CURRENT guidance for when Remote Learning should be provided. This is based on the ISBE  

Resolution Supporting In- Person Learning.  We anticipate further guidance in July on this topic. 

▪ Districts must provide remote learning to students who are BOTH

• Under quarantine AND

• Not eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine (currently students 11 years old and under)

• For example, an elementary student who is exposed or diagnosed with COVID-19 would be eligible to receive remote 
learning while on quarantine

▪ Students who meet the criteria above must have remote learning for 

• 5 hours per day of instruction

• 2.5 hours strongly recommended to be synchronous

• Work will be provided by the regular teacher

▪ Is remote learning a choice for parents/guardians?

• No, based on the current guidance from ISBE. 

▪ Can remote learning be provided for students who do NOT meet the criteria?

• No. Remote learning must only be provided as detailed above.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Board-Resolution-Webinar-Deck.pdf


Quarantine Guidance 

▪ ”In the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition EXCLUDES 
students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student (laboratory confirmed or 
clinically compatible illness) where: both students were engaged in consistent and 
correct use of well-fitting masks; and other K-12 school prevention strategies (such as 
universal and correct mask use, physical distancing, increased ventilation) were in 
place in the K-12 school setting. This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or 
other adults in the indoor classroom setting.”

▪ Individuals who are fully vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine if they are directly 
exposed to an individual with COVID -19 unless they are experiencing symptoms. 



Screening and Hygiene

▪ Daily self-certification checks are no longer required. Parents/staff should 
monitor their children/self for symptoms, stay at home when ill, and report any 
symptoms or illness to the school nurse.

▪ Hand sanitizer stations remain positioned in each classroom and in high traffic 
areas. 

Other Provisions
▪ In conjunction with the Will County Health Department, local data will be 

monitored and evaluated before any prevention strategy is lifted/revised.
▪ Changes to CDC/IDPH/ISBE guidance may impact this plan.
▪ Contacting tracing and quarantines will continue per health department/state 

guidelines.



Guidance for COVID-19 Testing in Schools

▪ Per IDPH, COVID-19 testing is most helpful in identifying new cases to prevent 
outbreaks, reducing risk of further transmission, and protecting students and staff from 
COVID-19. 

▪ Schools can administer COVID-19 tests or have companies come in to administer testing 
▪ Any testing would require parent/guardian consent.
▪ Schools that directly administer diagnostic or screening tests require a Clinical 

Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) certificate. 
▪ This allows the district/school to be a “laboratory” for testing. 
▪ The BinaxNOW test is one of several antigen tests available for school use. 

▪ IDPH entered a partnership with SHIELD Illinois to provide weekly testing to 
participating schools utilizing the SHIELD Illinois saliva-based RT-PCR testing.

▪ Visit ISBE for more information on COVID-19 Testing. 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/COVID-Testing-Schools-FAQ.pdf#search=CLIA


Types of School Testing - Prioritized

▪ Per IDPH/ISBE COVID-19 Testing should be prioritized in the following order. 
– Persons with symptoms of COVID-19, regardless of vaccination status. 

– Unvaccinated persons who are determined to be close contacts with someone with active COVID-19 

– Unvaccinated staff and students with possible exposure in the context of outbreak settings 

1. 5+ cases linked together 

2. Testing should be 2x per week for any impacted students and staff 

3. Testing should continue for 2+ incubation periods after the outbreak if there are no new cases 

– Screening of unvaccinated staff and/or students when the risk of transmission is high to moderate, as 
a strategy to identify asymptomatic positives 

– In order for schools to provide testing options 1-3 above, the District must apply for a CLIA Waiver

– A CLIA Waiver is not needed for the SHIELD Illinois testing program.



COVID-19 Testing/Screening Program

▪ All Illinois districts now have access to SHIELD Illinois (University of Illinois’ saliva 
test). 

▪ IDPH provides the test. 

▪ Rockdale School District 84 has partnered with SHIELD Illinois to administer the 
test. 
– The district is working to have this testing program in place for the beginning of the school 

year, potentially in place prior to the fall softball and baseball seasons.  

– A trained third party will administer and collect the test 

– Due to a grant, there will be no cost to Rockdale School District to administer this testing 
program.
▪ Staff and students can be tested weekly at NO COST. 

– This is not a mandatory test. 
▪ Staff will need to provide consent to test

▪ Parents will need to provide consent to have their child(ren) tested.



Background of SHIELD Illinois Testing

▪ SHIELD Illinois uses a saliva-based test that is easy to administer, scalable, sensitive and 
specific to SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19.

▪ Current notification time for the saliva test is only six to 12 hours whereas turnaround 
time for currently available tests is around two to three days, or longer. 
– The test produces rapid results at costs significantly below current alternatives such as nasal swabs. 

– Through cost and speed advantages, the saliva tests can increase access to testing and control spread of 
the virus by identifying pre- symptomatic and asymptomatic carriers.

▪ It was designed by Urbana-Champaign researchers Martin Burke, Paul Hergenrother, 
Timothy Fan, Fadi Alnaji, Christopher Brooke, Kelsie Green, Robin Holland, Diana Rose 
Ranoa, and Leyi Wang, who created a testing and strategy they named SHIELD. 



Benefits of SHIELD Illinois Test 

▪ SHIELD Illinois uses a saliva-based test that is easy to administer, scalable, sensitive and 
specific to SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19.
– The saliva test has a sensitivity rate of 97% and a specificity of 99%, with very few false positives. 

High specificity combined with frequent testing makes the SHIELD saliva-based test extremely 
accurate. 

– This testing program will help keep the school environment safer as the district will have fast, 
accurate results after testing.

– This testing program allows students with negative test results to remain in school provided they 
have no symptoms whether the school is random testing or close contact tracing testing.

▪ Current notification time for the saliva test is only six to 12 hours whereas turnaround 
time for currently available tests is around two to three days, or longer. 
– The test produces rapid results at costs significantly below current alternatives such as nasal 

swabs. 
– Through cost and speed advantages, the saliva tests can increase access to testing and control 

spread of the virus by identifying pre- symptomatic and asymptomatic carriers.



Updated IDPH Quarantine Guidelines as it 
Relates to COVID-19 Testing Programs  

▪ Rockdale School District 84 will be participating in the SHIELD Illinois Testing 
Program. Consequently, the district will be able to participate in modified 
quarantine guidelines as described below.

▪ For the 2021-22 school year, schools who participate in an IDPH COVID-19 
screening program are eligible for a modified quarantine 
– Modified Quarantine 

▪ Only students participating in the COVID-19 screening are eligible 

▪ Students/staff are considered directly exposed if they are less than 3 feet for 15 cumulative minutes 

– The modified quarantine will greatly reduce the number of students and staff who may 
need to quarantine. This will result in more students being able to receive in person learning 

– Students who do NOT participate in the COVID-19 screening program will need to 
quarantine if they are within 6 feet of the individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19



In Summary

▪ Rockdale School District is planning for and excited for full day, in-person school 
this fall. 

▪ Rockdale School District will continue to follow local, state and federal guidance in 
its response to the global pandemic. 

▪ Per state and federal guidance, masks  will be worn by all individuals age 2 and 
older.

▪ SHIELD Illinois saliva COVID-19 testing will be provided free of charge.
– Testing will be done once per week. 

– Testing will be optional, not mandatory.

– Vaccinated individuals need not participate in the testing, unless symptomatic

– Unvaccinated staff/students choosing not to test will be subject to quarantining in contact tracing 
situations. 



In Summary (Cont.)

▪ Remote learning will only be offered on limited circumstances as defined by ISBE.

▪ Per the most updated guidance, 3 feet social distancing will be in place throughout the 
building, unless it is not feasible to allow for the return to full  in-person learning. 
– When it is not possible to maintain the 3 feet distance, it is especially important to layer multiple 

other prevention strategies, such as indoor masking.

▪ Multiple mitigation strategies will be in place per the most updated guidance: mask 
wearing, social distancing, cleaning and disinfecting, COVID-19 test screening. 

▪ This plan may change to align with updates from local, state and federal guidance. 


