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The Dog Caller 

Sports Stars 
From Spiro 
By: Morgan Shaw 
 
Bill Blankenship- Former 
Spiro Bulldog Football 
Head Coach 1986-1989, 
Edmond Memorial 1990-
1991, Union High School 
1992-2005, University of 
Tula Wide Receivers 
coach 2007-2010, Univer-
sity of Tulsa Head Coach 
2011-2014, Fayetteville 
2016, Owasso High 
School 2017- Present 
 
Rod Shoate- A Spiro High 
School graduate, A four 
year starting Linebacker 
for the University of Okla-
homa, also named a four 
time All-Big 8 Conference 
Player and a three-time All
-American. Shoate also 
helped lead OU to be-
come 1974 National 
Champions. In the 1975 
NFL draft, Shoate was picked in the second round by the New England Patriots, where he would spend six sea-
sons.  Shoate died in 1999, where after his death he was elected to the College Football Hall of Fame. 

Ryan Franklin- Member of the Spiro High School Class of 1991. Ryan was an All-State baseball player.  After High 
School he attend Seminole State College where he compiled a 20-0 in two years. Franklin signed a contract with the 
Seattle Mariners on May 21, 1993.  He made his MLB debut on May 15, 1995 for the Seattle Mariners.  Over his 19 
seasons in the MLB, Franklin, would have sints with not only Seattle, but also St. Louis, Philadelphia, and Cincin-
nati.  Franklin was a member of the 2000 Sydney Olympic Gold medal tember, where he was 3-0 in 4 appearanc-
es.  Franklin retired in 2011, where he now serves in the St. Louis front office. 
 
Hunter Wilson- A Spiro 2014 graduate, Wilson was a Four year letter winner in high school.  He was named to the All- 
State baseball team in 2014.  Hunter chose to attend Stephen F. Austin University where he appeared in 43 games with 
37 starts. He batted .252 with a .333 on-base percentage. He tallied 31 hits in 123 at-bats. Wilson chose to leave SFA 
at the conclusion of his freshman year, when he transferred to Eastern Oklahoma State College. He batted a .361 aver-
age with a .475 on-base percentage and .563 slugging percentage. Wilson, helped lead Eastern Oklahoma State Col-
lege to the NJCAA Region II Baseball Championship and a berth in the NJCAA South Central District Tournament, 
where he earned all-tournament honors. Wilson is currently playing baseball for the University of Arkansas. 
 
McKinley Whitfield- Graduated from Spiro High School in 2015 where he was a four year letter winner in football, bas-
ketball, and track.  He earned All-State honors his senior year.  At the conclusion of his high school career, Mckinley 
signed to play football at the University of Tulsa, where he has took his opportunities and ran with them. Whitfield, has 
become a key player on Tulsa defense.  Many may remember the big hit McKinley put on Sterling Shepard of OU. 
 
Megan Shaw-  Shaw is also a Spiro graduate of the 2015 class.  Megan was named as an All State Alternate after her 
senior season of high school softball.  Shaw signed with the University of Louisiana-Monroe where she has been a 
great presence. Her first career start came against the University of Alabama at Alabama.  She appeared in 41 games 
and made 21 starts, 19 at third base and one each at shortstop and second base. Started the final 17 games of the sea-
son. She batted a .237 in 38 ABs including four doubles with four RBIs and scored six runs, during her freshman sea-
son. After her freshman season, Shaw has started in every ULM softball game. During a game, Shaw, dove over and 
around the catcher for Coastal Carolina, while being called safe.  This made the ESPN Top 10 Highlights.  Shaw is cur-
rently in her Junior season where she is currently batting .364.    

Megan Shaw, University of Louisiana-Monroe junior third baseman, takes pre-game 
warm up against the University of Arizona.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_8_Conference
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Didway’s Pawn and 

Wholesale 
Spiro, OK 

(918) 962-3100  

didways@yahoo.com 

Fried Peanut Butter and Jelly 
By: Sydnee Haynes 
 

If you’re are looking for a snack that is easy but different from any-
thing you´ve ever had, you are reading the right article. All you will 
need is some peanut butter, jelly, pancake batter, and a deep fryer. 
First go ahead and get your deep fryer heated up. Then go ahead 
and make your pancake batter! Next mix your peanut butter and jelly 
together and drop it in the pancake batter. Now all you do is put it in 
the deep fryer and you now have the best snack ever! If you really 
want to add some more flavor roll your ball of fried peanut butter and jelly in powdered sugar! This snack is 
seriously life changing! If you do not believe me, try it for yourself! 
 

Bored? 
By Madison LeFlore 

 
        Write your thoughts down 

Try painting or drawing 
Listen to music 
Watch a movie 
Read a book 
Make plans with your friends 
Go outside 
Watch videos on Youtube 

Hold Your 
Horses 

 
By: Sierra Perdue 

 
Have you ever wondered 
why there is no ingredients 
on the back of a bottle of 
glue? That is probably  
because they do not want you to know how it is made be-
cause some people may boycott glue if they truly knew 
how it was made. One key ingredient in glue is collagen. 
What is collagen? Collagen is a protein in tissues such as 
cartilage, tendons, and ligaments. Collagen is also found in 
hides and bones. The word collagen actually means glue 
in Greek. It derives from the word “Kolla.” So the next time 
that you buy glue, just think, it is coming from a dead 
horses’ bones. 
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 Group and team discounts! 

918-962-9999 

Bea’s Asian Cuisine 

Southeastern Public Library 

System of Oklahoma 

 

Spiro Public Library 
Spiro, OK 

(918) 962-3461  
Glenda Stokes, Head Librarian 

Colors 
 
By: Shealyn Harp 
 
What is your favorite color? Why?                   
 
Blue, Because the ocean is blue.- Shealyn Harp 
 
Blue, Because its a very calming color.- Jennifer Musgrove                  
 
Yellow like the sun- Aliana Davis 
 
Red, Because that was my moms favorite color.- Bryant Sizemore 
 
Pink and white, Because they make me happy.- Briana Lewis 
 
Maroon, Because it has always been my favorite.- Nathan Bandy 
 
Gray, Because it is pretty.- Hannah Tobler 
 
Blue, Because it’s pretty and it means something to me.- Shyann Holbrook 
 
Purple, Because its a cool color.- Kaylee  
 
Pink, Because it is pretty.- Jacelynn King 
 
Orange, Because it reminds me of fall.- Raven Kenner 
 

FCA 
By: Brooke Beason 
 
We had an FCA meeting in the old gym during lunch on 
Wednesday the 14th. We had people from Evangel Temple 
in Fort Smith come and one guy played his guitar and sang 
a couple of worship songs and he was really good! Another 
guy shared his awesome testimony of being surrounded by 
police shooting at him after he robbed a bank and how he 
came to know Jesus and how Christ turned his life around. 
We love FCA meetings and want everyone to come to the 
next meeting because it is awesome every time! 
 

YEARBOOK 
 
By: Jaycee Cox 

The school year is beginning to round out so 
that means it is definitely time to start purchasing your 
yearbooks for this year! The yearbook team has 
strolled the buildings asking kids certain questions to 
help fulfill some places in this year's yearbook. So, be 
sure if you see someone from the yearbook staff to talk 
to them about ordering your yearbook! 
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Trendy clothing, purses, wallets, clutches, 
messenger bags, totes,  and lots of jewelry to 
choose from… 
 
Plus….LIPSENSE! 
 

901 West Broadway 
Spiro, OK 74959 
 
 
479-650-1400 
Tammie Christensen 

 

Cinder novel by Marissa Meyer - review 

https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2015/nov/15/cinder-marissa-meyer-review 

So, I’ll be the first to admit that I was never really a fan of Cinderella growing up. It was just 
the classic tale I’d heard over and over again – poor girl meets prince, they fall in love, good 
triumphs over evil, blah, blah, blah. It just didn’t really do it for me. 

Do you know what this fairytale really needed? A futuristic sci-fi setting, a cyborg heroine and 
her sassy android sidekick on a quest to defeat a psychic evil queen and her moon army. 

… OK, maybe that wasn’t exactly what I was thinking, 
but it was still a load of fun nonetheless. Cinder is a 
fantastic twist on a tale as old as time (sorry, I had to 
get a Disney reference in somewhere). 

Cinder is set in the chaotic city of New Beijing, which 
was made in the aftermath of World War 4. Our pro-
tagonist, Cinder, is trying to juggle working as a me-
chanic along with avoiding her stepmother, who hates 
her because she is a cyborg. Her life is fairly simple 
until one day, the Prince of the Eastern Common-
wealth, Kai, shows up asking if she can fix his broken 
android. Soon after that, her sister falls ill with the 
plague, Cinder gets carted off for medical testing and 
things pretty much go in a downward spiral from there. 

I loved Cinder. She was a funny, smart, determined 
protagonist and not once did I get fed up of her or roll 
my eyes like I did with the original character. I really 
wanted things to go her way; as you find out further on, 
poor Cinder really didn’t have the best start in life. No 
spoilers, though! 

Join the 
State  

Winning 
Track 
Team 

By: Shealyn Harp 
and  

Hannah Tobler 
 
 
Track meets are good for running, making great friends, 
also getting that tan everyone wants!!! Usually at track 
meetings, we make friends. It is easy to make friends   
during track. You can call and ask them to come warm up 
with you, or talk about how to gain strength. The track 
team is a very successful team especially if the team has 
the right runner and great hopes of winning.   
 

5 Good Cheap Gift Ideas 
for Him or Her  

By: Madison LeFlore 
 

1. Make a mix tape of their favorite music 
2. Hand written note, tell them all the things you like/
love about them and how happy they make you 
3. Photo Book, give them a photobook with all your 
favorite picture of you and that special someone 
4. Candy 
5. Stuffed animal 

 
Those are just a couple of gift ideas but trust me if you 
give one of those, I bet that he or she will love it because 
you give it to them. 

20.4 million 
The amount of students who enrolled fall 2017,  students are 

expected to attend American colleges and universities. 
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Story Time 

By: Sierra Mahar 
 

Students call it like it is 
A tenth grade teacher had finished an English lecture and the students had ran out the classroom to their 

next class while one stayed behind. The student confronted wanted to confront the teacher. “I don’t appreciate be-
ing singled out,” he told the teacher. The teacher was confused and asked, “What do you mean?” The student 
quickly answered “I don’t know what the ‘oxy’ part means, but I know what a ‘moron’ is, and you looked straight at 
me when you said it.” 

 
Clever 

A teacher had asked a student where his homework was. He replied, “It’s still in my pencil.” 
 

Driven crazy 
There were four friends. One in the drivers seat, passenger seat, and the other two were in the backseat. 

The friend in the passenger seat was teaching a driver's education class, the student that was driving approached 
a right turn. “Use your turn signal,” the girl in the passenger seat reminded her. “No-one’s coming,” said the stu-
dent. “It doesn’t matter. It might help those behind you.” The outcome, the student turned around to the others in 
the backseat and said, “I’m turning right up ahead.” 

 

Kindness 
By: Micah Thompson 

 
 
Kindness is a behavior marked by ethical characteristics, a pleasant 
disposition, and concern for others. Always build people up when 
they are sad cause you might not know what they are going through. 
So you should always be kind to someone even if you might not like 
them. That person might want to be your friend , and you are just try-
ing to be mean. So just try to be encouraging to them. 

Band 
By Madison LeFlore and Sierra Mahar 

 
 The Pride of Eastern Oklahoma. Band prom happened Fri-
day, March 9 from 6:30-9-30 PM at Adelaide Hall, Garrison 
Ave, Fort Smith. It was for all our band members. We have 
Solo/Ensemble contest.  Jazz band contest is Thursday the 
15th so if you can get the chance to go to one of those you 
definitely should. I was a band member for three years, and  it 
was a lot of fun. I recommend it for everyone. If you haven’t 
already, you should join band the next time you get the 
chance. You get to go to all the football games, and you get to 
do a lot of fun things plus you get to make friends while you're 
doing it. 
 

 

91% 
The percentage of  students who will 
enroll in a public school according to 
the U.S. Department of Education (9 

percent will enroll in private schools).  
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Top 5 Must Watch Netflix Series 
By: Abby Smith 

 
Have you ever wanted to start a new series on Netflix but didnt know what to watch? Your friends have given you 
many suggestions but none of them seem to be sparking your interest? I have been in this predicament a few 
times so I have put together a list of my top 5 favorite series to watch on Netflix. So who knows? Maybe this list will 
help you out next time your scrolling through trying to find something interesting to watch. 

1. Stranger Things- this is a very good series to watch if you’re looking for something mysterious that always 
leaves you guessing. 

 
2. Dark-  with supernatural occurrences like Stranger Things, this series is thrilling and mysterious. 

 
3. Riverdale- if you like mysteries this is the show for you, riverdale is so enticing that once you start the show 
you wont be able to stop watching it until the end. 

 
4. 13 reasons why– I’m sure many of you have already watched this series but if you haven't then where 
have you been? 13 reasons why is incredibly compelling, admirable and heartbreaking, so if you haven't 
watched it yet then give it a try, trust me you won't regret it. 

 
5. Friends- one of my all time favorites, friends is a classic and still remains as one of the most popular shows 
to watch. 

What Was Your Favorite  
Show Growing Up? 
By: Hannah Tobler 
 
Growing up, my favorite show was literally everything, but I would have to 
say Hannah Montana because I thought having the same name was the 
coolest thing ever! 
 
My favorite show was Suite Life of Zack and Cody- Cam Callahan 
Wizards of Waverly Place- Cheyenne Irvin 
Dragon ball Z- Antonio Johnson 
Hannah Montana- Skyler Rouell 
South Park- Joseph Fiori 
Drake and Josh- Aspen McAlister 
Suite life of Zack and Cody- Sherill 
Bob the Builder- Evan Warner 
Blues Clues- Micah Thompson 
Hannah Montana- Sydnee Haynes 
The Backyardigans- Alana Loiaza 
Lazy Town- Jaycee Cox 
Suite Life of Zack and Cody- Ethan Caldwell 
Dora the Explorer- Sierra Perdue 
Phineas and Ferb- Deontei Braggs 

Gift Ideas On A Budget  
By Keelie Glory 

 
Crystal Salt Massage Stone , $8 
Nail polish , $9 
House shoes, $10 
Moonglow Candle, $16 
Keepsake Glass Display Jewelry Box, $16 
Light Case Power Bank, $22 
Critter Crew Socks, $9.98 
Mermaid Tail Blanket on Amazon, $24.99 
Personalized Fleece Blanket, $23.99 
Car Key Lanyard, $6 - $15 

Spring Blood Drive 
By: Brooke Beason 
 
The spring blood drive was on Thurs-
day, February 15th, and it was a suc-
cess! They had many people come in 
and give blood and plasma. We did 
have a few people get a little sick, but 
all in all it was a good day! We have 
many brave high schoolers here at 
Spiro, who are willing to face their 
fears of blood or needles to be able to 
give blood and save the life of some-
one in need; and I think that is pretty 
amazing! 

20 Must Needs for 
College?  
 
By: Hannah Tobler 
 
As many scholarships as possible 
Sheets for your bed 
A lot of food 
Computer if needed 
Notebooks 
Towels 
Clothes/shoes 
Shampoo/conditioner 
Toiletries 
Laundry basket 
Trash cans 
Games 
Refrigerator 
Microwave 
Books 
Backpack 
Markerboard 
Calendar 
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Darren’s  

Paint & Body 
18907 US Hwy 271 

Spiro, OK 

(918) 918-658-8569 

darren19686@gmail.com 

Senior Spotlight 

 
CHLOE 
LAYNE 

ROGERS 

 
By:  Sydnee Haynes 

 
Chloe was born on August 22, 
1999. When she was a child 
she wanted to be a teacher 
when she grew up. Something 
that has always grossed her out is 
yellow, gross teeth. She wishes 
she had been more active while 
she was in high school. Her future 
career plans are to study animal 
science and get a job that has to 
do with animal science. Her big-
gest pet peeve is when peoples 
hoodies strings are not even. Her 
most embarrassing moment was 
when Mr. Greenwood an-
nounced that she thought blink-
er fluid was real. Her most 
prized possession is her chal-
lenger. If she had to describe 
herself in one word it would be 
outgoing. The motto she tries to 
live her life by is “ take every 
chance/opportunity you get.” The 
things she will miss the most 
about high school are the ag 
teachers and showing pigs.  Spiro 
High School will never forget 
when she was tricked into believ-
ing blinker fluid was real her. Her 
favorite color is blue, her favorite 
T.V. show is The Vampire Diaries. 
She doesn’t have a favorite musi-
cal group but her favorite food is 
chicken strips, her favorite movie 
is Southpaw and she has to many 
favorite songs! 

Senior Spotlight 

 
HANNAH  
TOBLER 

 
By: Alana Loaiza 

 
Full name: Hannah Lakay To-
bler 
Date of birth: July 2, 2000 
What did you want to be when 
you grew up? Police Officer 
Something that always grosses 
you out? Snails 
One thing you wish you would 
have done in high school? Join 
more organizations and made 
more friends. 
Your career plans are? To be-
come either a ultrasound tech or 
a social worker 
Your biggest pet peeve is? Peo-
ple saying lieberry instead of 
library 
Your most embarrassing mo-
ment was? When I assisted the 
first pitch of the game over the 
fence. 
Your most prized possession 
is? My shoes 
If you had to describe yourself 
in one word it would be? Cry 
baby 
The motto you try to live your 
life by is? Success is the best 
revenge 
What will you miss most about 
high school? Having 4 late 
passes 
What is one thing Spiro High 
School won’t forget about you? 
They’ll forget about me at the 
beginning of next year. 
Color? Gray or Black 
T.V. Show? Shameless 
Musical Group? Cheetah girls 
Food? Chicken 
Movie? Matilda 
Song? peaches 
 

Senior Spotlight 

 
SETH  
RINKE 

 
  

 
DOB: 11/4/1999 
When I was a child I wanted to be a 
firefighter when I grew up. 
Something that always grosses me 
out is noses. 
My career plans are go to college 
and get a job. 
My biggest pet peeve is when peo-
ple slap my neck. 
If I had to describe myself in one 
word, it would be chill. 
Motto: If you ain’t first you’re last. 
Favorite color: blue 
T.V. Show: The Ranch 
Musical Group: Migos 
Food: All food 
Movie: John Wick 
Song: Rockstar by Post Malone 
 

21.6 
The average class 
size in the United 

States.   
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Baseball Organization 

By: Sydnee Haynes and Jayden Potter 
 
The baseball boys have finally started practicing! Not every baseball 
player is there because a few are still playing basketball. The boys 
have been innersquading and are still working on the field at times but 
are also doing daily workouts. Ethan Caldwell thinks that the boys will 
be really good this year and he is looking forward to just having fun 
playing the game. They have six seniors this year and are looking for-
ward to an exciting season! 
 

Mrs. Donna Francis 

By: Morgan Shaw 
 
Did you know that teachers really do have a life outside the classroom?  Many times as kids, we 
would find it strange to see our teacher outside of the classroom.  It is almost like we thought they 
lived at school. When I had the chance to sit down with our Seventh Grade English and Language 
Arts teacher, Donna Francis. When I asked her “ What her favorite hobbies were?” she answered 
with “reading, however I am currently training my Goldendoodle, Murray, to become a therapy 
dog.”  I also asked her “If she had a favorite book?”, she responded with “ I have a couple favor-
ites, it really depends on the situation.  For my class it would have to be The Giver, for myself it is 
most definitely anything by James Patterson.”  Everyone has a reason for joining their profession.  Mrs. Francis chose 
to be an English teacher, because she wanted to work with students and help them develop a love of reading. When 
Mrs. Francis is not at school, she can be seen hanging out with her Husband, Jeff, her son, Tanner and his fiance 
Paige, and her daughter, Morgan.  She especially loves hanging out and loving on her dogs!  Before she came to Spi-
ro,  Mrs. Francis graduated from the University of Arkansas- Fort Smith with her Bachelor's Degree.  Then while she 
was teaching at Spiro, she earned her Master's degree from Northeastern State University.  You might not believe 
this, but she watches This Is Us, Grey’s Anatomy, and Scandal.  When asked if she would choose a different degree if 
she had the choice, she replied with “ Maybe Media Specialist- you know books and all.”  Mrs. Francis wants you to 
know SHE IS PROUD TO BE A BULLDOG! 

If You Could Travel Anywhere, Where Would You Go and Why?  
By: Jayden Potter 
 
Hawaii, because it’s hot and seems fun! -Braylin Harper 
Bora Bora, because the water looks neat. -Hallie Harper 
Paris or Canada, because it’s all real pretty there. - Remington West 
Antarctica, because I want to see how cold it is there. - Carli Matthews 
Australia, because there is a lot of cool stuff there like kangaroos and stuff. - Brevon Harper 
I don’t know. -Gracie Darneal 
Mexico because the bass are giant there.- Braden Riggs 
Philadelphia because I’m an eagles fan and i would like to watch them play. -Cory Rodgers 
Canada because of all the lakes up there.-Brandon Hammontree 
Minnesota because the Vikings play there- Conner Rodgers 
Alaska so I could go fishing for king salmon-Cayden Mangham 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 
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SPIRO TAG AGENCY 
800 W BROADWAY 
SPIRO, OK 74959 

918-962-2293 OPEN 9:00-5:00 
   TAG RENEWALS      TITLE TRANSFERS 
   DRIVER’S LICENSE      NOTARY PUBLIC 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
RENEWAL OF EXPIRED DRIVER’S LICENSE 

LD JOHNSON, AGENT 
 

 

Mrs. Honei Blankenship 

By: Sydnee Haynes 
 

Mrs. Blankenship met her husband Jon Blankenship in 1999 at the Community State Bank. They 
dated and have been married for about 19 years! When Mrs. Blankenship was younger, she  
always wanted to be a teacher. She became a teacher because she loves to inspire and influ-
ence people. She also says that being a teacher is a good profession for moms because of all 
the breaks and being on the same schedule as your kids. Her favorite thing about this year so 
far would be that she has a great group of students this year. Mrs. Blankenship says that she 
will probably live in Spiro for the rest of her life but that there is a little Hallmark town in Texas that she thinks would 
be neat to live in. Her dream vacation consist of a warm beach in Hawaii. Her absolute favorite season is summer, 
so her dream vacation will fit her well! Since she is an English teacher I had to ask what her favorite book is. She 
loves the book Between Shades of Gray. Contrary to what you might think it has absolutely nothing to do with the 
books E. L. James has written. Mrs. Blankenship said that her favorite movie is Bed of Roses. If you have not ever 
seen this movie it may be worth the watch! I hope you have enjoyed learning a little about Mrs. Blankenship! 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 

2% 
Percentage of high school athletes 
who win sports scholarships every 
year at NCAA colleges and univer-
sities.   

2017-2018 YEARBOOKS are 
ready for purchase!!! Order 

your yearbook now for $40 or a 
$10 deposit before the end of 

April! 

By: Jaycee Cox 
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Mrs. Melissa Darneal 
By: Ethan Caldwell 
 
I recently had the privilege to interview Mrs. Darneal. These were some of the things I got to ask 
her about.  Mrs. Darneal says, “her favorite thing about teaching is impacting the lives of her stu-
dents.” She personally loves when students come back and tell her she made a difference in 
their life, but she doesn’t like it when students complain. Another favorite part is when Coach 
Branscum would come to talk to her.  
The craziest thing that has ever happened to her while teaching was when two students were 
fighting  in her classroom. Did you know that Mrs. Darneal met Mr. Darneal at Boggs Springs 
Church Camp? She didn’t go to high school at Spiro, she went to Prague High School and ECU. She wanted to be-
come a teacher to make a difference in students lives. Her favorite sport is basketball and she sometimes misses 
coaching softball! 

Teacher Interview with Mrs. Kasandra Lovell 
By: Brooke Beason 
 
What is the best thing about being a teacher? 
-Working with young people and trying to make a subject interesting to them 
What is the worst thing? 
-Everything being based on a test for a student (state rules) 
Favorite thing you have ever taught? 
-Literature 
Best childhood memory? 
-Growing up with a good family and good parents who did fun things with us 
Why did you decide to become a teacher? 
-I thought about the things I like and the things I am good at, and I wanted to make a difference. 
Favorite color? 
-Turquoise 
Craziest thing to ever happen in the classroom? 
-Projectile vomit and mice. Mice are always fun.  
How do you make learning fun? 
-By doing hands on activities 
Who was the most influential teacher in your school career? 
-Mrs. Hoffman, my FCCLA advisor, she made learning fun! 
 

Mrs. Lisa Gist  
By: Jaycee Cox 

 
 
One of our three high school 

math teachers is, Mrs. Lisa Gist when 
asked a variety of ten questions her 
responses were very understandable. 
My first question to ask Mrs. gist was 
“What’s your favorite color?” She said “umm I’m going to 
say black.” Answering the question to her favorite movie 
really got her excited with the response of Up. Not hav-
ing to even think twice with her favorite food she chose 
Mexican. When asking what her favorite thing to teach 
in math, I thought this would get her mind going a thou-
sand miles an hour but unfortunately it was quite an 
easy answer “geometry”. Her favorite sport she ever 
played was basketball, she has a whopping four kids, 
but only ever dreamed of having just three kids. Mrs. 
Gist and her husband, Dustin Gist, met in college and 
began dating on September 14, 1997 in college as well. 
My last question I asked Mrs. Gist was “When do you 
want to do when you retire?” She said “When Coach 
Gist retires.” 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 



 
                       THE DOG CALLER                                                                    11                                                                

Senior Spotlight 

DARIAN NICOLE 
SHARP 

 
By: Brooke Beason 
 
 Darian Was born on November 7, 
1999. When she was a child, she 
wanted to be a vet when she grew 
up. Something that always grosses 
her out is when people hack up their 
spit. One thing she wishes she had 
done in high school is gone to alum-
ni camp more.  
Her career plans are to go to CASC, 
and when she graduates from there 
she plans to go to OSU to be a vet. 
Her biggest pet peeve is when peo-
ple make annoying noises.  Her 
most embarrassing moment is ages 
10-14.  Her most prized possession 
is her Ford Mustang 
 
If she had to describe herself in one 
word it would be “outgoing.”  The 
motto she tries to live her life by is 
“make a difference.”  The thing she 
will miss most about high school is 
showing pigs and her AG teachers. 
One thing Spiro High School won’t 
forget about her is all of the four 
wheeler wrecks at her house 
 
Here are some of her favorite 
things: 
 
Color- Red 
Food- Shrimp 
T.V. Show- Friends 
Movie- Zootopia 
Musical Group- Cody Johnson 
Song- Underwater by the Jonas 
Brothers 
 

Senior Spotlight 

MORGAN SHAW 

 
By: Jaycee Cox 

 

Full name: Morgan Elysse Shaw 

Date of birth: August 4, 1999 

When I was a child, I wanted to 
be a Dental Hygienist. 
Something that always grosses 
me out is: funky textures of food. 
One thing I wish I had done in 
high school is: played basketball. 
My career plans are: to attend 
UAFS and become a Dental Hy-
gienist. 
My biggest pet peeve is: when 
people drive with their blinker on 
or don’t use a blinker 
My most embarrassing moment 
is: freshman year when a softball 
player “shot me with a dart” in 
the hallway and I had to stay 
there for 30 minutes 

My most prized possession is: 
my Bible, promise ring, and three 
dogs 

If I had to describe myself in one 
word, it would be: Loyal 
The motto I try to live my life by 
is: “And he said to them, ‘Go into 
all the world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature’.” Mark 
16:15 

Here’s what I will miss most 
about High School: Receiving 
short jokes everyday from Mr. 
Greenwood. 
What is the one thing Spiro High 
School won’t forget about you? 
That I walked around in a dino-
saur suit. 
Favorite Color: Maroon 

Favorite T.V. Show: Greys Anat-
omy/ Big Bang Theory/ The 
Crown 

Favorite Music Group: George 
Strait and Alabama 

Favorite Movie: Greatest Show-
man 

Favorite Song: Anything George 
Strait or 80’s Rock 
 

Senior Spotlight 

SHEALYN HARP 
 

By: Morgan Shaw 
 

Full Name: Shealyn Kay Harp 

Date of Birth: December 2, 
1999 

Nickname: Shay 

Favorite Food: Fuji's Steak-
house 

Favorite Music: Hip Hop 

Favorite Band: Beyonce 

Tv Shows: Grey's Anatomy and 
Riverdale 

Favorite Farm Animal: Horse 

Most Prized Possession: My 
Family is my prized possession 
and my phone is a close second 

Favorite Holiday and Why: 
Christmas because I get to 
spend time with my family. 
Future Plans: Graduate, go to 
college, and become a RN. 
College To Attend: Carl Albert 
State College 

Favorite Color: Blue 

Favorite Quote: “ Live today, 
plan tomorrow, party tonight.” -
Unknown 

Study Tips  
By: Jaycee Cox 
 

1. Don’t cram everything in the night before. 
2. Begin studying a little bit each day . 
3. Ask friends to help study with you . 
4. Take good notes that are easy to understand. 
5. Be in a quiet environment so you can concentrate. 
6. Use flashcards to help quiz yourself. 
7. If you don’t understand something in the class ask your teacher for help. 
8. Have your day scheduled around a certain time so you can study. 
9. Get a good rest every night. 
10. Take breaks and let your brain rest every now and then. 
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All You Need to Know About Mrs. Jordan Jones 
By: Sierra Perdue 
 
Q: Where did you go to high school? 
A: Spiro 
 
Q: What sports did you play? 
A: I played basketball and softball until I tore my ACL. 
 
Q: Where did you go to college? 
A: I went to school at Carl Albert and then I transferred to UAFS and finished my bachelors de-
gree. Then I went to ECU for my Masters Degree. 
 
Q: Do you like teaching English or being a librarian better? 
A: I really loved teaching English, but I knew that when I had a chance to be a librarian that I would love that, too. 
 
Q: What is the weirdest thing you have heard in the library? 
A: ¨Cedric, just sit on the elephant!¨ 
 
Q: What is the weirdest thing that you have found left behind in a book? 
A: I find some weird notes left behind in the books. 
 
Q: What is your favorite book? 
A: Wonder, because it is so good and people of all ages can read it and like it. 
 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
A: I love Mamma Mia, because I love musicals and I have seen it live 3 times. 
 
Q: Who is your favorite singer? 
A: I love all genres of music, but my all time favorite is Garth Brooks. 
 
Q: What is your most embarrassing moment? 
A: I was walking down the hallway and the floor was wet, but I did not see it, and I slipped and did this awkward fall thing, 
and Mr. Greenwood found out and pulled it up on the cameras and watching it over and over. 
 
*Fun fact about Mrs. Jones: She never had to change her last name, her maiden name was Jones and she married a man 
with the last name Jones…. So she did not have to change her last name at all! 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 

They Don’t Really Know What They 
are Talking About… 
By:  Ethan Caldwell 
 
In this past week or so I have seen countless articles, tweets, and 
other social media posts about why “assault weapons should be 
banned.” Before I say anything about guns or control I want to say 
that I feel so bad for the students that went through this tragedy. I 
really wish people would not speak before they get the facts. Too 
many people want to blame the gun and say that it should be 
banned, and say things about how powerful and dangerous they 
are. It is sad that these misinformed people want to talk 
about these guns like they are the problem. This is a topic 
that I am very passionate about and is why I will give you 
some of the most important facts for this debate. Fact #1 
Guns don’t kill people. You can’t argue that. They don’t. 
People kill people. Fact #2 “AR” doesn’t stand for assault 
rifle, it stands for Armalite Rifle... the company that made 
the AR. Fact #3 ARs aren’t the most used weapons in 
mass shootings. Handguns are. In fact between 1982 and 
2017 handguns were used over twice as many times as 
rifles in mass shootings. See... the problem with people 
wanting to ban ARs is that guns are not the problem, and 
as many times as you say they are, facts are facts.    
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Loggains and Lovell  

Photography 
Check us out on Facebook 

Children   Families   Seniors  

Proms  Weddings 
Kasandra Lovell 918.839.3056 

Dylan Loggains  918.413.2120 

Fun Facts About Oklahoma 
By: Keelie Glory 

 

• The world’s first parking meter was in 
Oklahoma City, in 1935. 

• Tahlequah, Oklahoma is the Tribal 
capital of the Cherokee Nation. 

• Oklahoma was the setting for the mov-
ie Twister. 

• Oklahoma got its name from the Choc-
taw words “okla”  meaning people and 
“humma” meaning red, the state’s name 
means “red people”. 

• Oklahoma is the nation’s 20th largest 
state, and it covers 69,903 square miles. 

Mrs. Rashel Maynard 

By: Jayden Potter 
 
Where did you go to high school? Spiro 
‘93 
 
Where did you go to college? North-
eastern State University 
 
What is your favorite movie?  Wizard of Oz 
 
What class hour is your favorite?  They are all my favor-
ite! 
 
What is your favorite color? Green 
 
What is your favorite sport? Volleyball 
 
Do you like being a teacher? Yes,  I have had the chance 
to work with kids of all ages and love it all.  There is never 
a dull moment, and it’s always challenging. 
 
How do you spend your summer breaks?  Enjoying time 
with my family. 
 
Do you have a favorite student? There are always special 
students every year I teach. 
 
What is your favorite thing about your job?  I get to work 
with kids. 

Riddles 

By: Sierra Mahar 
 
Q1: I’m tall when I’m young and I’m short when I’m 
old. What am I? 
 
Q2: What is at the end of a rainbow? 
 
Q3: You draw a line. Without touching it, How do you 
make the line longer? 
 
Q4: Name four days of the week that start with the 
letter “t” 
 
Q5: What can run but can’t walk? 
 
Q6: You are driving a bus. At the first stop, two wom-
en get on. At the second stop, three men get on and 
a woman gets off. The third stop, three kids and their 
mom get on, and a man gets off. The bus is gray and 
it’s raining outside. What color is the bus driver's 
hair? 
 
Q7: A boy fell off a 30 meter ladder but did not get 
hurt. Why not? 
* Answers on p. 14 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 
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Second Semester; almost there! 
Brooke Beason 
 

As we come back from Christmas break, we tend to be bummed out that we have to go back to school 
and since it is so cold, the warm summer and sun feels forever away. But now we are closer to the end 
than we are the beginning, so that should make it easier, but for some reason this is when Senioritis 
tends to kick in. Keep in mind during this last semester that we are almost finished! So just make as 
many memories with your friends that you can and enjoy the time that we have left in these last few 
months of high school. 
 

Coach Dustin Gist (The Principal) 

By: Keelie Glory 
 

Q: Where did you graduate from? 

A: Spiro 
 

Q: Where did you go to college? 

A: Oklahoma State College 
 

Q: What is the weirdest thing you have heard while being a principal? 

A: One time I had a lady come in and tell me that my students stole her good looks. 
 

Q: What is the weirdest thing that has happened to you at school? 

A: When the pig would not kiss me. 
 

Q: What is your most embarrassing moment? 

A: When I sat in my chair and my pants ripped. 
 

Q: What is your favorite movie? 

A: McClintock 
 

Q: What is your favorite song? 

A: “Oh the Depth and the Riches” 
 

Q: What is your favorite book? 
A: The Hobbit 
 

Q: What is a fun fact about yourself? 

A: He married Mrs. Gist. 
 

Riddle answers from p. 13 
Q1: Candle 

Q2: W 

Q3: You draw a shorter line next to it, 
and it becomes the longer line. 
Q4:Tuesday, Thursday, today, and to-
morrow 

Q5: A drop of water 
Q6: Whatever color your hair is! Re-
member, you are the bus driver! 
Q7: He fell off the bottom step. 
 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 



Be You 

By: Brooke Beason 
 
Being in high school can be hard. There is peer pressure, mean people, rumors, mean 
jokes, and other things that can make you wish that you were different than you are. Some-
times girls wish they had tan skin, different hair than they have, a straighter nose, different 
color eyes, different height and so many other things. But that’s not how we should be! We 
shouldn’t spend all of our time comparing ourselves to other people or wishing that we were 
different, because that won’t do anything except make you feel down about yourself. You were made to be YOU, 
not anyone else. Sierra Perdue wasn’t made to be like Jaden Brown, because they aren’t meant to be the same 
people.Sierra was made to be like Sierra, and Jaden was made to be Jaden. When you decide to be happy with 
your straight hair when you wish you had curly,or be happy having freckles when you wish you had smooth skin, 
that is when you will start to be confident in yourself and who you were made to be! We were all made different 
and unique in our own way on purpose FOR a purpose. Be confident in who you are and other people will see 
you and want to do the same, start a trend of being confident in yourself! Be happy. Be kind. Be silly. Be bold. Be 
confident. Be YOU. 

Why Every Guy You Know is 
Playing Fortnite  
 
By: Ethan Caldwell 
 

Whether they are “squading up” with the boys on a 
Saturday or playing their casual solo match, Fortnite 
is probably the game your guy friends are play-
ing.  You want to know why you are probably getting 
ditched or why he is always getting “sick” at the last 
minute? A good guess at what is going on is the man 
is going into battle with the bros. This game is bring-
ing guys back together and even making new friend-
ships. Nothing is more of a relationship builder than 
the words “Victory Royale” at the top of your screen 
when you or your squad are the sole survivors. 
 

Fun Facts 

By: Keelie Glory 
 

• Movie trailers were originally shown 
at the end of the movie, that is why 
they are called trailers. 

• When hippos get upset their sweat 
turns red. 

• A lion’s roar can be heard up to 5 
miles away. 

• A baby octopus is the size of a flea 
when it is first born. 

• A sheep, a duck, and a rooster 
were the first passenger in a hot air 
balloon. 

• A small child could swim through 
the veins of a blue whale. 

• A crocodile can’t stick it’s tongue 
out. 

• If you lift a kangaroos tail off the 
ground it can’t hop. 
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Talking with Matthew Smith 
By:Sydnee Haynes 
 
When asked about how his college visit went, Matthew Smith 
responded with,” It was pretty solid.” He is still not sure if he is 
wanting to go to Iowa Wesleyan University or not, but he said 
that the answer will be coming soon. He is looking forward to 
new experiences and making new friends while in college. Mat-
thew is a family guy. He is not looking forward to maybe being 
eight hours away from them. If he decides to not attend Iowa 
Wesleyan University, he will be attending Carl Albert. He is want-
ing to go to college for sports management. He plans on getting 
his bachelors, and he is not sure where he will end up after that. 
Good lucky, Matthew, in all that you do! 



Backpack Must-Haves  
By: Jaycee Cox 
 
Plenty of pencils 
A variety of colored pens 
Plenty of snacks 
A phone charger and headphones 
A package of gum 
Bible 
Bottle of water 
Girls necessities 
Money 
Flashlight 
Deodorant 
Advil 
Fingernail clippers 
Icyhot 
Flint 
Poncho 
whistle 
Extra pair of socks 
Paper 
Chapstick 
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Top 10 Makeup Brands 
By: Alana Loaiza 
 

1.  
2. Mac 
3. Sephora 
4. Maybelline 
5. Urban decay 
6. Avon 
7. Clinique 
8. Smashbox 
9. Morphe 
10.Tarte 
11.Anastasia Beverly Hills 

Opportunities 
By; Abby Smith 

 
Have you ever been giving the opportunity to do something but turned 
it down because you didn't believe that you could achieve it? Or you 
were worried about how others may view you? I have been guilty of 
this a few times, and while it may be hard to branch out and do some-
thing new, I have come to realize that trying new things is a good 
thing. When you try something new or pursue something that you've 
always wanted to do. It not only brings you out of your comfort zone 
but it allows for you to take risks, risk that will be good for you and 
help shape you into a better you. The more you accept every oppor-
tunity that life gives you, the more you will get out of life and the more 
you will realize that other people's opinions of you really don't matter 
as much as you may think. How people view you doesn't define who 
you are. Everyone will have different opinions of you whether they are 
good or bad, it's up to you how you will react. So next time you are 
given an opportunity that you want to take, take it and make the most 
of it. 
 

Interests 
 
By: Shealyn Harp 
 
What interests me? 
Drawing is what interests me,     
because since I was little I have been 
drawing. My family, friends, teachers, and many people have told me 
I should take my drawings somewhere. I draw about anything, some-
times I can paint very well too….mainly, I draw. What also interests 
me is taking care of people and making sure they have love and 
care from a nurse or CAN. I want to become an LPN, or RN. I have 
trained as a CAN student, but I also am going to get my CNA license 
soon. If I was to change my mind of my career, I would become a 
tattoo artist. I used to draw  tattoos for people, and I got good money 
for my work. My goal is to graduate this year and go to college and 
go for LPN or RN. 

3% 
The percentage of male and female 

high school basketball players that go 
on to play college basketball, and only 
about one percent of those players turn 
pro. The most competition appears to 

be for those who play basketball.  



Jokes 

By Madison LeFlore 
 
Q1. Why go to the paint store when you’re on a diet?   
A: You can get thinner there 

 
Q2. What job did the frog have at the hotel? 
A: Bellhop 
 
Q3. What did the volcano say to his wife? 
A: I lava you 
 
Q4. What do you call a bear with no teeth? 
A: A gummy bear 
 
Q5. If you ever get cold, stand in a corner of a room for awhile 
A: They’re usually 90 degrees 
 
Q6. What did the duck say when it bought lipstick? 
A: Put it on my bill 
 
Q7. George Clooney, Leonardo DiCaprio, and Matthew McConaughey 
get together  to make a movie 
A: Clooney says I’ll direct, Dicaprio says I’ll act,  McConaughey says I’ll 
write, I’ll write, I’ll write 
 
Q8. A horse walks into a bar the bartender says “Hey” 
The horse replies “Sure” 
 
Q9. How does NASA organize a party? 
A: They planet 
 
Q10. I can’t take my dog to the park because the ducks keep trying to 
bite him 
I guess that's what I get for buying a pure bread dog 
 
Q11. What do you call a bear with no ears? 
A: B 
 
Q12. Why don’t blind people skydive? 
A: Because it scares  their seeing eye  dogs 
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Perfect Vacation 

By: Hannah Tobler 

My perfect vacation would be a one way ticket to the 
Harbour Islands in the Bahamas. Harbour Island is 
most renowned for its Pink Sand Beach, located along 
the eastern Atlantic Ocean. Its pale pink sand stretch-
es for three plus miles and is 50 to 100 feet wide. The 
pink color of the sand comes from microscopic coral 
insects, known as Foraminifera, which have a bright 
pink or red shell full of holes. After the insect dies, the 
wave action crushes the bodies and washes the re-
mains ashore and mixes it in with the sand and bits of 

coral. The pink sand stands out most at the water's 
edge. Unlike other parts of the world, the sand there is 
always cool, so you can walk about freely with bare 
feet.

 

BPA Attends State  
Leadership Conference 

By: Abby Smith & Morgan Shaw 
 

On March 12 &1 3, your Spiro BPA chapter  com-
peted at the BPA State Contest. These students 
have been studying hard to prepare and achieve 
a level of excellence that has made them eligible 
to attend this function. The students who attended 
are: 
 

Braden Riggs 
Brandon Hammontree 
Morgan Shaw 
BriLeigh Thornton 
Zoi Woods 
Jachaire Spring 
Cedric Cobb 
Tory Eatmon 
Tanner Schmuck 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Britney Ford 
Hunter Robinson 
Kelsey Owens 
Kaity Buller 
Jordan Pullen 
Kirwin Horton 
Trulie Oudomparamy 
 



Do You Get Along with 
Your Siblings?  
By: Jayden Potter 
 
Uhmm sometimes. - Remington West 
No, not very often. - Braylin Harper 
Yeah. - Carli Matthews 
Yes, he’s my best friend. - Hallie Harper 
Very little, we fight a lot. - Braden Riggs 
Not really, we argue a lot. - Cory Rodgers 
Sometimes.-Brandon Hammontree 
Nope, argue all the time- Conner Rodgers 
Nope-Cayden Mangham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Rock Block 
By: Morgan Shaw 

 
Are you a lover of all things rock?  Well, load up the car and drive to 
Pryor, Oklahoma, where the Rocklahoma concert is being held May 
25-27.  This concert always draws big crowds longing to hear their 
favorite bands. This years’ headline is the band Poison.  The 80’s 
rock band is coming together to perform one final show. The lineup 
also includes: A Perfect Circle, Godsmack, Cheap Trick, Ghost, Ma-
chine Gun Kelly, Diamond Head, and many, many more bands. 
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New York Best Times Seller List 
Young Adult  
March 2018 

1   NEW THIS WEEK 

CHILDREN OF BLOOD AND BONE 
by Tomi Adeyemi 

2   54 WEEKS ON THE LIST 

THE HATE U GIVE 
by Angie Thomas 

3    22 WEEKS ON THE LIST 

TURTLES ALL THE WAY DOWN 
by John Green 

4     37 WEEKS ON THE LIST 

ONE OF US IS LYING 
by Karen M. McManus 

 



All About the Senior Basketball Girls 
By: Keelie Glory 

 
 
Q. What was your favorite thing about this season? 
 
Hannah 
My favorite thing about the season was putting Coach House on the spot 
and getting to play with my teammates. 
 
Sydnee 
My favorite thing would have to be just being around the girls. 
 
Q. What will you miss about this season? 
 
Hannah 
I will miss playing the sport competitively with such a great group of girls. 
 
Sydnee 
I will miss playing basketball to where it matters if we win or lose and where I know people count on me, and I 
count on them. It will all be different when I play the game just joking around because it won’t actually count for 
anything. 
 
Q. What was the funniest thing about this season? 
 
Hannah 
Making highlights of Brooke getting hit in the face with the basketball while cheering. 
 
Sydnee 
When I threw the ball in for the other team on accident. TWICE 
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Teacher Interview with Mrs. Donna Pendergrass 
By: Abby Smith 

 
I had the opportunity to interview Mrs. Pendergrass, the sixth grade middle school English teacher. When 
asked these questions here where her responses. 

1. Who influenced you to become a teacher? “Many teachers influenced me as well as my mother.” 
2. In your opinion what are the biggest challenges that teachers face today? “Unfortunately today 
teachers face so many challenges. I'm not sure i can pinpoint one as being the biggest since they are 
all very important” 
3. Why did you want to become a teacher? “ I’ve always loved teaching, even as a child I loved teaching kids or helping 
them from bible school to gymnastics to swimming lessons. Teaching has always been a part of my life.” 
4. How do you measure student performance in your classroom?  “ of course their daily work scores as well as their par-
ticipation.” 
5. How much homework do you give? “ very little.” 
6. Describe some methods of “positive reinforcement” that you might use in your classroom? “ All work finished with 

minimum average of 75 can participate in games on computer, usually once or twice a week.” 
7. Describe the biggest challenge you have ever had to face? “ this is difficult for me to narrow down but I would say my 

biggest challenges would be balancing the different learning needs of all students. Working through all the demands 
of our state department of education and the financial crisis our education system at state level has put our local 
schools in.” 

8. Do you have a favorite book? If so what is it? “Twilight.” 
9. What are some of your hobbies? “ reading.” 
10. If you could describe yourself in one word what would it be? “ caring.” 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 
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Getting to Know Mrs. Jennifer Brooks 
By: Shealyn Harp 
 

Favorites: 

    1. What is your favorite thing about teaching?Why? 
When my students are excited and satisfied about learning something that they did not know before. 
Why? Because I feel like I am doing something worthwhile when I can teach a student a life skill that pre-
pares them for college and career. 

   2. What is your favorite lesson?Why? 

I love teaching accounting, because money management is so important. I also love to achieve by marketing lesson, because I get to 
share with students real life experiences, working 15 years as a fashion analyst with Walmart corporate. 

   3. What interests do you do outside of the classroom? 

Farming, Garage saling, and spending time with my family. 

   4. Why did you become a teacher? 

I have always loved teaching. When my company merged, I had a opportunity to go back and get certified to teach. 
 

Communications: 

   5. How do you communicate with students? 

I try to explain things in real life situations, so students can relate. 

   6. How do you communicate with parents? 

I am very open and honest with them, but respectful so they know that I care about their child. 
 

Challenges: 

   7. What is the biggest challenge in teaching? 

Keeping up with changes and requirements from administration and building a trust relationship with students, and to wake up in a 
new world everyday. 

   8. How do you stay current in your field? 

Professional developments, and being in technology requires me to keep up with constant changes, so my program is up to date and 
relevant. 

  9. What contributions can you bring to this school? 

Honest, healthy, relationships with my students, so they can be productive in business, technology and community service. 

  10. What is your greatest success in teaching? 

All the students that I see after they have graduated, working hard towards their college degrees and those that share their success 
stories of following their career choice, because of something they learned from my program. 
 

Photo courtesy  
Spiro H.S. website 

How Many Calories Can You Burn 
By Walking? 

Your weight and the distance you walk are the big-
gest factors in how many calories you burn while 
walking. A rule of thumb is that about 100 calo-
ries per mile are burned for an 180-pound person 
and 65 calories per mile are burned for a 120-pound 
person. Your walking speed matters less. Feb 19, 2018 
www.verywellfit.com  


